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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER 


Welcome to college football season No. 129, the dawning of the Bowl Cham- 
pionship Series. Or what we like to refer to as the SuperAlliance. One word, capi- 
tal S, capital A. 

It’s the latest version of “How to crown a national championship without a 
playoff.” At least the Rose Bowl has joined the other major bowls to get a step 
closer to guaranteeing a 1 vs. 2 bowl game, this year situated in the Fiesta Bowl. 

Does the “BCS” accomplish its goal? Well ... sort of. National college football 
writers Don Borst and Richard Rosenblatt take issue with the issue as part of our 
look at the BCS starting on Page 56. 

With Ohio State finally ready to throw off the shackles of its Michigan jinx and 
face Florida in the Fiesta Bowl, we present our Top 25, starting on Page 8. 

The All-America Checklists tell you which players to watch, and in a mutually 
beneficial partnership with College Sports Xchange, we'll update it weekly on the 
internet. Check out the checklist starting on Page 18. 

Also check out Ricky Williams’ race for the Heisman (Page 50), and get a feel 
for “What you need to watch” for in 1998 (Page 44). 

Each year we try to make Lindy’s Football Annuals bigger, better and more in- 
depth than ever, and we've certainly done that this year with our enhanced 
regional editions and the addition of our national magazine. 

The national magazine complements the traditional regional editions by offer- 
ing a look at every one of the Division I-A teams, with added coverage. The 
regional magazines — the SEC, Big Ten, Big 12, Pac-10 and ACC — offer even 
more insights and information than ever before. 

Put ‘em together, and you've got one of the primary resources that coaches, 
sportswriters, broadcasters and NFL scouts use to prepare for the upcoming sea- 
son. We're proud at Lindy’s to be America’s Leading Football Authority. 

As always, we strive to convey everything you need to know to fully enjoy 
the college football season. | personally welcome your comments and suggestions 
on how to best accomplish this goal. Congratulations for choosing the best, thanks 
for reading Lindy’s ... and good luck to your favorite team this season. 


Sincerely, 


Eon, On. 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. The 

2700 Highway 280, Suite 108 3 

Birmingham, Alabama 35223-2472 Audit 
Bureau 


Phone: 205-871-1182 
Fax: 205-871-1184 


© 1998 D.M.D. Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Printed in the U.S.A. 
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The FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE is 
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scenes and show you the real per- 

formances of over 100 of the most 

prominent sports services through- 
out America — complete with profiles on 
their records, reputations, owners, the public’s com- 
ments and countless other insights that will guide you 
skillfully toward a successful season. This review is jam 
packed with vital information that will enable you to 
distinguish the legitimate sports services from the dis- 
reputable ones, plus invaluable information on where to 
bet legally and safely over the telephone. 
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GENUINE CHEVROLET” 


This is the year the Buckeyes fulfill their 
promise. Everybody — and we mean every- 


body — returns from a team that carries a 
(ie two-game, winter-spring-and-summer-motivat 
| | ing losing streak. Unlike past seasons, when 
Y coach John Cooper has lamented losing key 


juniors to the NFL, this time around he doesn’t 
even have to worry about replacing any NFL-quality seniors from last year. 

Fact is, the Buckeyes blew the Michigan game and just weren't ready for the 
Sugar Bowl against Florida State. This time, they'll be ready. The 17 returning 
starters and 34 other lettermen — of which maybe two dozen will be drafted in 
the next four years — will spend the first 10 games building confidence for show- 
downs with Michigan and another of those “fast Florida teams.” It is those games 
that will establish this as truly one of the great Buckeye teams ever. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Joe Germaine has spent his career coming off the 
bench to rescue the Buckeyes, but now he'll be leading a better-balanced offense 
from the beginning of games. The defense, like the rest of the team, was 
overshadowed by Michigan last season, but Butkus winner Andy Katzenmoyer 
is one of nine returning starters who allowed just 11.6 points a game. 

THE BAD NEWS: Well, the bad news is all in their heads. Yes, they're fast 
enough. Yes, they can beat a team wearing Maize and Blue. That's pretty much it. 
But they need a team catharsis or it might not happen. The schedule offers some 
difficult challenges, such as the Wolverines and Penn State — both visit Columbus 
— and the opener at resurgent West Virginia. 

OUR CALL: Over the past 30 years, the Buckeyes have had a half-dozen 
close calls, but have not won a national title since 1968. But like Michigan last 
year, they have the combination of quarterback and defense to take that step, get 
past the emotional barrier and run the table all the way through the Fiesta Bowl. 
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QB Problem is No Problem for Gators 


OK, so Steve Spurrier is going to have to tutor the heck out of a new quarter- 
back. So what? With the kind of defense that Florida will throw at opponents, and 
the kind of offensive line that will be protecting sophomore QB Jesse Palmer and 
on-again, off-again junior Doug Johnson (sore shoulder), the Gators’ offense will 
have a greater margin for error than any team in America. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The DL and LBs are without peer, and the 17 regulars 
from a team that took care of Florida State and Penn State in its last two games 
have a leg up on just about everybody. 

THE BAD NEWS: Unless Johnson's shoulder problems clear up, the QB 
depth is almost nonexistent. The cornerbacks and wide receivers are going to have 
to prove themselves worthy. 

OUR CALL: There's a little game in Tallahassee on Nov. 21 that will help 
decide whether the Gators are in the Fiesta Bowl or in the Sugar Bowl. 


Wolverines Go for Two in a Row 


The Wolverines could pick up right where they left off. They still have o cham- 
pionship defense and the offense is proven pretty much everywhere except quarter- 
back. While Charles Woodson was college football’s outstanding player last season, 
it is how well UM replaces MVP-style quarterback Brian Griese that will be the most 
significant development. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Michigan is flat loaded. Nine starters return from the 
No. 1 defense in college football. And with most of a manly O-line and big-play WR 
Tai Streets and solid RBs, they'll score points. 

THE BAD NEWS: Con Tom Brady (or Scott Driesbach) get the offense 
going as well as Griese? Without making mistakes? And there’s no time to waste, 
since the opener is at superpsyched Notre Dame. 

OUR CALL: ND and Syracuse give the Wolverines two tough non-league 
but the season still comes down to Nov. 21 against Ohio State. 


gomes ... 


Ho-hum, Seminoles Stay in Top 5 


like Ford, the Seminoles have a certain amount of uncertainty at quarter- 
back, but also like Florida, that will not become the overriding issue for 1998, as 
they strive for a remarkable 12th consecutive top five finish. Even with 11 new 
starters and 25-year-old Chris Weinke apparently as the new starting QB, FSU is the 
class of the ACC, which means a major bowl ... maybe the Fiesta. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This might be the fastest team in college football, led 
by WR Peter Warrick and Laveranues Coles, and RB Travis Minor. Another stupen- 
dous D-line will make things tough on foes again. 

THE BAD NEWS: QB Dan Kendra’s knee injury will probably push Weinke 
into the lineup, even though he has been back in football for only a year. Is he 
really ready? 

OUR CALL: Tertific special teams play on all fronts could make the differ- 
ence in getting through the increasingly tough ACC unscathed. 


Solich Era Begins in Lincoln 


The dominance this program has shown the past few years is mind-boggling 
— 49-2 over four, 60-3 over five — even without Tom Osborne, it’s difficult to 
believe that the Combuskers will drop off the table. And, really, there’s only one 
team on the schedule that has a serious chance to beat them: K-State, which is a 
team that hasn‘t beaten them in nearly 30 years. 

THE GOOD NEWS: New QB Bobby Newcombe looks like a star option run- 
net, and the secondary might be the best in school history. -Back DeAngelo Evans’ 
return from injuries was a big springtime plus. 

THE BAD NEWS: Frank Solich, who has not won a single game yet as a 
head coach, has to replace 12 starters (including almost the whole O-line). And he 
must win 12 or 13 games to make 1998 a success. 

OUR CALL: Don’t worry about the talent of the new starters, with guys like 
DE Mike Rucker and Evans and the like ... but will they have the killer instinct? 


oa | 
A Only One Thing in Their Way 


Give this exact roster from an 11-1 team, with all of that experience and the 
coaching stoff ond the schedule to any other program in the Top 25, and there is no 
doubt it would be listed at the very top. But, as completely as Bill Snyder has built 
these Wildcats, there’s one thing that stands between them and a national title. 
That one thing is Nebraska, which visits Manhattan on Nov. 14. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Wildcats have it all — a terrific QB (Michael 
Bishop), excellent running backs, veteran lines on both sides, great linebackers. And 
Snyder does a great job of preventing letdowns. 

THE BAD NEWS: In the game that means everything, they'll face more 
than just Nebraska ‘98, but a whole generation of futility. Another pansy non- 
league slate will keep true respect out of reach until Nov. 14. 

OUR CALL: Consider the Wildcats the Big 12 version of North Carolina ... 
the last step is the toughest. 


ASU Sleeping Giant Awakened Out West 


Five years ago, ASU came up with the big bucks to lure Bruce Snyder away 
from California ... and that investment has paid off big. Now with 20 wins in the 
past two years (24-5 in last 29), the Sun Devils have it going in a big way. The 
ridiculous balance in the Pac-10 has made it difficult for teams to remain at the top 
of the league for long in the ‘90s, but ASU appears ready to buck that trend. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The offense retums almost intact after producing 28 
points a. game. RB J.R. Redmond, WR Lenzie Jackson, C Grey Ruegamer and TE 
Kendrick Bates rate with the best in the country. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defensive line, which had been so solid for the past 
two years, has to be rebuilt. The schedule offers some stiff challenges, with Notre 
Dame and BYU formidable non-league foes. 

OUR CALL: The season starts just like 96, with a monumental home game 
against Washington ... and it will probably end just like 1996 ... in the Rose Bowl. 
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Tigers Ready to Take the Next Step 


The Tigers return 16 starters from a team that displayed glimpses of greatness 
last year. Now if they can just keep from losing the one key game of the season. 
They have shared the past two SEC West titles, but lost the tiebreaker because of 
losses to Alabama (1996) and Auburn (1997) and so didn’t get to play in the 
championship game. This year should be different. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The best and deepest running backs of any team in 
years has the Tigers rolling, and Herb Tyler is a winner of a QB. New coordinator 
Lou Tepper is a key addition to the defense. 

THE BAD NEWS: One of the toughest slates in the country awaits this 
crew, with road games at Auburn, Florida, Ole Miss, Notre Dame and Arkansas. 
Shaky kicking game won't help in close games. 

OUR CALL: The schedule is just too, too tough, but don’t put it past the 
Tigers to capture not only the West, but the SEC championship. 


UCLA 


BRUINS Bruins Hope to Hang 10 More on Foes 


The Bruins open the season riding the high, wide wave of a 10-game winning 
streak and perhaps the most complete quarterback in the country in Cade McNown. 
Their speed, confidence and schedule, in fact, suggest no overwhelming reason to 
think they can’t duplicate that or even make it 22 in a row, if you catch our drift. 
They already hold the tie-breaker edge with co-favorite ASU, whom they don’t play. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Most of the fine O-line returns, led by AltAmerican Kris 
Farris. Given time, McNown has done nothing but find ways to win. The defense 
has less experience but more speed than in ‘97. 

THE BAD NEWS: RB Skip Hicks and WR Jim McElroy accounted for 37 of 
UCLA's 60 TDs last year, and without them, it’s unclear who will provide big plays. 
Only four actual starters return on defense. 

OUR CALL: With only five home games, along with tough trips to Miami, 
Tucson and Seattle, the Bruins are bound to stumble someplace ... but where. 


Torbush Takes Over in Time fo Rebuild 


Although 1997 appeared to be the Tar Heels’ best chance to overcome Florida 
State, the program has reached the point of an annual Top 10 contender. Taking 
over a program that has won 24 of its last 27 games (with two of the losses com- 
ing to FSU), Carl Torbush is cast as sort of a poor-man’s Frank Solich. Losing eight 
NFL draftees (three in round one) is a tough place to start. 

THE GOOD NEWS: A healthy Oscar Davenport is a special quarterback, 
and the defense seems to have evolved beyond feeling a major loss of any particu- 
lar players. Besides, any team with Dre’ Bly would be a contender. 

THE BAD NEWS: Trips to Florida State and Virginia make for tough assign- 
ments, especially for a team that has just nine starting position players returning. An 
early cross-country trip to Stanford is no gimme. 

OUR CALL: The middle of the ACC is catching up with the top teams, which 
means the Tar Heels need to stand fast or slip back. 


», VF a 
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\ 4 Time fo Scratch Five-Year lich 


The five-year cycle has come around again, so get ready for a big run by the 
Mountaineers, who had remarkably successful seasons in 1988 ond 1993. Those 
teams each went 11-0 in the regular season, and if these guys can somehow sur- 
prise visiting Ohio State in the season opener, there’s reason to believe that they 
can do it yet again ... right on schedule. 

THE GOOD NEWS: All-America tailback Amos Zereove, underrated QB 
Marc Bulger and dynamic wideouts lead a balanced offense that could be the best 
at WVU since the Major Harris days in the late ‘80s. 

THE BAD NEWS: It’s hard to dismiss the fact that the Mountaineers lost 
four of their last five games in 1997, largely owing to an otherwise good defense 
that coughed up the big play often. 

OUR CALL: Win the opener, and there's no stopping them. But mostly crti- 
cal is Oct. 24 through Nov. 7 against Miami, Virginia Tech and Syracuse. 


Se 


Can Tee Pick Up Where Peyton Left Off? 


Has the Vols’ run of Top 10 success ended with Peyton Manning becoming a 
multimillionaire? Maybe, but coach Phil Fulmer and Co. were 14-2 prior to Man- 
ning‘s arrival, and junior Tee Martin has even more impressive physical attributes 
than the new Indianapolis Colts passer. A slow start won't work, though, since UT 
opens at Syracuse and at home against (ugh) Florida. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Other than at QB, of course, the offense returns almost 
intact (eight returning starters). The veteran O-Line, RB Jamal Lewis and fine WR 
corps is quite a combination. 

THE BAD NEWS: As much as Manning will be missed, the defense has 
more things to sort out, with just five returning starters. They must find big-play 
replacements for LB Leonard Little and CB Terry Fair. 

OUR CALL: Even if Florida wins the SEC title and gets to the Fiesta Bowl, 
the Vols could be weltpositioned to wind up fasting Sugar. 


How ‘bout a Fast Start for a Change? 


Maybe the Orangemen ought to secretly start practicing in about June, and 
have a few surreptitious practice games. They are annually one of the better mid- 
season teams in the country, but never get a fast start. Lost year, they won eight of 
their last nine, but opened 1-3. They open with Tennessee and have a game at 
Michigan, so a fast start will be especially tough this year. 

THE GOOD NEWS: An awesome array of skilled talent means Syracuse 
figures to be among the highest-scoring teams in the country. The offense has 
speed, power and a sensational QB adept at running and throwing. 

THE BAD NEWS: As talented and experienced as the offense and special 
teams are, the defense could be the other extreme, forcing the Orangemen to have 
to win shootouts more often than not. 

OUR CALL: The big-play special teams will win the field-position battle, and 
QB Donovan McNabb will get SU out of the blocks fast en route to the Orange Bowl. 
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Consistent Cavs Ready to Rise 


The Covaliers are among only four teams that have won at least seven games 
in each of the past 11 seasons, joining Nebraska, FSU and Michigan, And now they 
appear poised for a nine-win campaign. A season-opening game at Auburn could set 
the tone for their season, which means they need to have QB Aaron Brooks start 
the way he finished 1997 — red hot. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Brooks averaged nearly 300 yards passing as the Cavs 
won three of their last four games, and enters the season with plenty of confidence 
that took most of his sophomore season to attain. 

THE BAD NEWS: Well, back-to-back games (Nov. 14-21) against Florida 
State (in Tallahassee) and North Carolina at home in Charlottesville aren’t a recipe 
for success for anybody. 

OUR CALL: Nine starters back from a defense that allowed just 325 yards a 
gome will lead George Welsh’s team back into the bow! biz. 


Alm 
Mi Aggies Eye a Return to Elite 


With lost year’s 9-4 season, the Aggies illustrated that they are back above 
the run-of-the mill club, but a notch or two below the elite. Now they need to beat 
at least one quality team to take the next step back to their early ‘90s prominence 
(51-8-2 from 1990-94). They'll get the chance to make a monumental statement 
with the Kickoff Classic against Florida State. 

THE GOOD NEWS: All-America LB Dat Nguyen makes others around him 
better, so five new defensive starters shouldn't take long to round into the shape of 
last year’s league-best (13.9 points a game). 

THE BAD NEWS: Both lines are stocked with new starters who could get 
schooled by Florida State, and other non-league games are no-win situations against 
dangerous foes Louisiana Tech and Southern Miss. 

OUR CALL: Considering the weakness of the South Division, it looks like the 
Aggies will wind up playing Nebraska twice (Oct. 10, Big 12 tile game), 


Young Lions Better Be Young Lions 


If the Nittany Lions are going to do anything special in 1998, they're going 
to have to do it with youngsters, and they're going to have to do it on the road. 
Coach Joe Paterno could wind up starting as few as a half-dozen seniors, who must 
play at Ohio State, Michigan and Wisconsin. Yes, other games are important, but 
those will decide how far the Lions might progress. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Running back Aaron Haris’ progress from late-season 
knee surgery was good into the summer. His return is critical, particularly in the 
wake of Curtis Enis’ departure to the NFL. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defensive front was abused in the latter half of 
1997, and only three of the starting front seven return, prompting some substantial 
personnel changes in the spring fo increase size. 

OUR CALL: A schedule that includes seven bow! teams can make things 
tough, but if Harris is healthy, another Jan. 1 date is in the offing. 


Veterans Ready to Live Out of a Suitcase 


The Rams carry a nine-game winning streak into the season, including a sur- 
prisingly easy victory over Missouri in the Holiday Bowl. They carry the WAC banner 
into the Black Coaches’ Association classic at Michigan State, and later take on Col- 
orado at Mile High Stadium. The whole league needs the defending champions to at 
least split those two games. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Nine defenders return from a defense that ranked sev- 
enth in the country in scoring allowed (14.9 points per game), and both 1,000- 
yard rushers Damon Washington and Kevin McDougal are back, too, 

THE BAD NEWS: \n what Colorado State hopes will become a 14-game 
season (BCA Classic, WAC championship game, bowl), only four of the games are 
on campus in Fort Collins. 

OUR CALL: Win one or both of the first two games, and the Rams could 
vault into the Top 10. Either way, they're the prohibitive league favorite. 


Sgevmmx Non-League Games Key for Eagles 

The most underrated team in college football last year, the Eagles will again 
get ample opportunity to prove themselves against the big boys in 1998. They 
open with Penn State before hosting Texas A&M and traveling to Alabama, Last 
year (9-3), their only losses were to Florida State, Tennessee and Alabama, ond 
they won seven of their other games by at least 16 points. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Roat-tested crew will not be intimidated, and what 
makes this team exceptional among “low-profile teams” is the talent and depth up 
front on both sides of the ball. 

THE BAD NEWS: The bulk of the defense is young, with the early season 
schedule not giving the linebackers and secondary a chance to work up their confi- 
dence before true tests. 

OUR CALL: Another sweep of C-USA appears in the works, but the Eagles’ 
coveted national respect depends on their success against the non-conference powers. 


Ve 
It’s Got fo be More Than Dayne 


With the most veteran team in the Big Ten, if not the country — 19 returning 
starters, including kickers — it is incumbent upon coach Barry Alvarez to field more 
than “Ron Dayne and Co.” Last year against quality teams, their lack of passing 
and speed on defense left them with four losses by more than three-TD margins. 
That could change, with two veteran lines and an extremely favorable schedule. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Dayne is good for a third 1,500-yard season, with 
every one of his linemen back, and the kicking game should again give UW an 
advantage with kicker Matt Davenport and punter Kevin Stempke. 

THE BAD NEWS: Despite having two WRs (Donald Hayes, Tony Simmons) 
who would become NFL draft choices, QB Mike Samuel was unable to make foes 
stop ganging up on Dayne. Can he without them? 

OUR CALL: The schedule offers the Badgers perhaps the best chance of any 
Big Ten team to start 9-0, but then Michigan and Penn State show up. 
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Fresh Start Has Davie Running Hard 

By winning six of their last eight games, the Fighting Irish might not have sal- 
vaged a lost 1997, but they did set themselves up for better times in 1998. And 
now that coach Bob Davie has gotten used to being a head football coach, the over- 
all talent on this squad ought to be able to just go out and play football. Jarious 
Jackson finally gets his shot at QB, as the Irish return to a running game. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The strength of the offense should be the line and RB 
Autry Denson, and Davie seems to realize that. It was also their strength last year, 
but the Irish relied too heavily on Ron Powlus’ passing. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense has more than a few holes to fill, and the 
opening schedule of Michigan, MSU, Purdue, Stanford and Arizona State offers 
potentially the same kind of disastrous start as last year. 

OUR CALL: Lou Holtz and Ron Powlus are mere memories in South Bend, 
s0 it’s time for Davie and Jackson to put their own stamp on the program. 


Te 
Inconsistent Trojans Turn to Hackett 

With big-play guys like WR R. Jay Soward, LB Chris Claiborne, CB Daylon 
McCutcheon, RB Chad Morton and DE Sultan Abdul-Malik, this team is capable of 
beating anybody at any time (including Florida State on Sept. 26). Of course, as 
always seems to be the case at USC, the Trojans are also capable of losing to any- 
body at any time (including Oregon State on Sept. 19). 

THE GOOD NEWS: New coach Paul Hackett has the most experienced 
team in the Pac-10 (16:plus returning starters), and home games against Purdue, 
San Diego State and Oregon State offers a 3-0 start. 

THE BAD NEWS: The line on both sides appear be ordinary at best. And 
the Trojans better get their stuff together quickly — seven of their last nine games 
are against 1997 bowl teams. 

OUR CALL: The Trojans were only three touchdowns from a 9-2 record last 
year, and the veteran roster should close the gap further on a breakthrough year. 


Offensive Surge Keys Wildcats’ Ascent 


The Wildcats scrambled back to win their last four games of 1997 (including a 
28-16 throttling of Arizona State) to keep coach Dick Tomey around. Ortege Jenk- 
ins emerged as one of the bright surprises in the country (eight games, 19 TD 
passes). But he still has to win the job away from former starter Keith Smith, who's 
healthy again and had a great spring. Tomey says he expects to use both. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Lots of offensive questions a year ago have given way 
to lots of answers, with good talent and depth at every skill position — especially 
WR, with Dennis Northcutt and 1996 star Jeremy McDaniel. 

THE BAD NEWS: A new O-Line has to be assembled, and the defense — 
with only five returning starters — has to find enough oomph up front to go with 
talent like CB Chris McAlister in the back. 

OUR CALL: Sill searching for their first Rose Bowl ever, the Cats get league 
favorites UCLA and Arizona State in Tucson, which could put them in the thick of the race. 
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It Looks Like Sting Time in Atlanta 


When Joe Hamilton slipped into his comfort zone late in the season, the Yel 
low Jackets’ offense took off. In the last five games, he accounted for an average 
of 340 yards in total offense, as Tech scored 34 points a game. Four losses last 
season (7-5 overall) came by four points or less, and 17 returning starters ought to 
have a better handle on the endzone. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Hamilton and a veteran offense, along with the 
nation’s best punter in Rodney Williams, should keep Tech ahead of the game in 
what promises to be a series of shootouts. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense gave up monster TD plays every week, as 
well as 429 yards and 24 points a game. And that was with superb LBs Ron Rogers 
and Keith Brooking, who are now in the NFL. 

OUR CALL: Indeed, this looks like it could be “sting time,” with a veteran 
team and a schedule conducive to gearing up for big games. 


é : Young Buffs Bound to Bounce Back 


Fresh off of their disastrous 5-6 campaign, coach Rich Neuheisel ond the Buffs 
get just the kind of schedule a team needs to bounce back strong and return to the 
Top 25. Consider that they trade from last year’s difficult schedule three ranked 
bowl teams (Michigan, Oklahoma State and Texas A&M) for three eminently beat- 
able clubs (Fresno State, Utah State, Baylor). 

THE GOOD NEWS: Lost year's schedule isn't this year's schedule. And 
entering his fourth season, this team is now mostly Neuheisel’s, who likes to think 
the personnel problems of last year have been dealt with. 

THE BAD NEWS: There are only nine returning starters from a team that 
wasn’t very impressive at much of anything. There are only 11 seniors on the ros- 
ter, so leadership may be at a premium. 

OUR CALL: The season-opener against Colorado State could send the Buffs 
on their way to a stunning season, owing largely to the softer schedule. 


Puzzling Spartans Go fo Extremes 


The Spartans finished the regular season with their best game in years and 
manhandled Penn State, and then played one of their worst games in years and 
were manhandled by Washington. Which is it going to be, guys? The first group 
should be ranked in the Top 10, but the second doesn’t deserve this spot. We're 
thinking somewhere in between. 

THE GOOD NEWS: After controlling all except elite offenses Ohio State 
and Washington, the defense has nine starters back. In the other 10 games, the 
Spartans allowed just 290.7 yards and 14.9 points a game. 

THE BAD NEWS: An opening schedule against bow! teams (at) Oregon, 
Notre Dame and (at) Michigan provides a stiff early test for a team with a new 
quarterback and mostly new offensive line. 

OUR CALL: In rushing for 1,000 yards for the third consecutive season, 
Sedrick Irvin will lead the Spartans back to o mid-range bowl. 
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rating the teams 1-112 


1. OHIO STATE 6. KANSAS STATE 11. WEST VIRGINIA 16. PENN STATE 21. USC 

2. FLORIDA 7. ARIZONA STATE 12. TENNESSEE 17. COLORADO STATE 22. ARIZONA 

3. MICHIGAN 8. LSU 13. SYRACUSE 18. SOUTHERN MISS 23. GEORGIA TECH 

4. FLORIDA STATE 9. UCLA 14. VIRGINIA 19. WISCONSIN 24. COLORADO 

5. NEBRASKA 10. NORTH CAROLINA 15. TEXAS A&M 20. NOTRE DAME 25. MICHIGAN STATE 
26. Georgia Dawgs lost too many impact players to contend in SEC. 70. Fresno State _Offense-minded coach Pat Hill has brought defense to FSU. 


27. Miami, Fla. Hurricanes young, talented, a year away. 


71. Indiana Cam Cameron's rebuilding job is just beginning. 


28. Oklahoma State Youngest team in Big 12 could challenge for South title. 
29. Alabama 


80. Boston College Eagles look like a candidate for a sudden tise. 


31. Arkansas 


72. Nevada Wolf Pack makes omends for last year’s pratfall, 
Tide rebounds from 4-7 season behind stout defense. 73. Minnesota October is a killer: 5 games against 1997 bowl teams. 
74. Rice Hatfield has turned comer with back-to-back 7-4 records. 
if healthy, Hogs will be the SEC’s most improved team. 75. Miami, O. Has done everything under Randy Walker but win a title. 


32. Virginia Tech _ Solid D, too many offensive questions to take seriously. 


76. Utah State Surprise Big West champs could do it again. 


33. Washington Count ‘97 a missed opportunity; small senior class hurts. _ 77. San Diego St. Aztecs have some serious individual talent, but not enough. 


_ 34. BYU It doesn't usually take Cougars long to reload. 78. Oklahoma Pink slip awaits Blake after third-straight losing season. 
35. Texas Can Mack get ‘Hors to a bowl? Can Ricky win Heisman? 79. Temple_ New coach Bobby Wallace installs option offense. 

_ 36. Ole Miss Resurgent Rebels make a run at second straight bowl. 80. Duke Maybe Blue Devils can win a conference game (Maryland). 

_ 37. Auburn Lack of quarterback, running game dooms Tigers. 81. Pittsburgh _ Panthers basically start over after minor miracle season. 
38. Oregon Dual quarterbacks make Ducks doubly dangerous. 82. San Jose State Spartans won four of last six, ready to build on momentum. 
39. Missouri Smith and Jones key names In quest for another bowl. 83. UNLV If QB Denton gets squared away, Rebels could be shockers. 
40. Purdue Element of surprise is gone for Boilermakers. 84. Oregon State _ Mike Riley has increased Beavers’ confidence ... what next? 


41. Wash. State 
42. Wyoming 


A vastly different cast than '97 Pac-10 champions. 
Second season under Dimel could lead to postseason. 


85. Ohio 
_ 86. W. Michigan 


Option attack hasn't been good enough to beat top teams. 
One more year of retooling, then look out for Broncos. 


43. Tulane Tommy becoming the most popular of Bowdens. 87. Maryland ACC Is a speed league, and Terps don’t have It. 
44. Wake Forest __in fourth season, Caldwell zeroes in on winning record. 88. Baylor Square peg In round hole; Passing in a running league. 
45. Marshall Herd keeps rolling even without Randy Moss. 89. Army _ Joining C-USA, long on toughness, short on speed. 
_ 46. Northwestern _ DeWayne Bates’ return helps, but who will throw to him? 90. Illinois Depending on an infusion of JC transfers. 
47. N.C. State Wolfpack needs to make a move in the right direction. | 91. UTEP Winning 4 of last 8 Indicates program's improvement. 
48. lowa Hawkeyes could be bowl-less for just third time in ‘90s. 92. TCU Counting on Franchione’s rebuilding magic. 
49. Utah Utes rely on physical defense in “new” Pacific Division. 93. Ball State Cardinals always competitive, but need big step. 
50. Kentucky Tim Couch and Co, will be darlings forbowls. === 94, Navy. With Weatherbie in for the long haul, Middies hang in there. 


51. East Carolina Defense must cary Pirates early in the campaign. 
_ 52. Louisiana Tech Premier passing attack seeks another nine-win season. 


95. lowa State Cyclones are desperate; is 18 JC recruits the answer? 
96. C. Michigan _With a little defense, Chippewas could be a MAC factor. 


53. Toledo Rockets have plenty of offense ... can D keep up? 
54. Cincinnati Bearcats close in on fourth-straight winning season. 


97. Rutgers After 0-11, no place to go but up ... they'll be better. 
98. NE Louisiana __ Three games vs. non-Div. |-A foes offer chances for fun. 


55. Memphis 16 returning starters can give Rip Scherer first winner. _ 99. Hawaii Rainbows have gotten defense together, offense is next. 
56. Texas Tech _NCAA cloud has removed some luster from talented team. 100. UAB Showing gradual improvement; join C-USA next year. 
57. Clemson Everybody's waiting for Tigers’ breakout year; this isn'tit. 101. Boise State Improving Broncos could sneak up on top two in Big West. 
58. South Carolina Coach Brad Scott needs bow! berth to win fans’ support. 102. Akron Reasonable sched finally gives Zips chance to improve. 
59. Stanford Rebuilding season for what is now.a basketball school. 103. Tulsa Allowance of 37 rushing TDs must be cut in half. 

60. SMU Can first winning season in 13 years be duplicated? 104. Idaho Too-young squad faces too-rugged schedule. 

61. Air Force Young and thin, but Falcons are always resourceful. 105. E. Michigan Could be last chance to produce under coach Rick Rasnick. 
62. New Mexico _ Rocky Long takes over alma mater after 9-win season. 106. Kent Hiring def. guru Dean Pees was step in right direction. 


63. California It the defense doesn't rise up, trouble looms again. 


107. North Texas _New coach Lynn Dickey tries to stoke offense. 


64. Kansas Jayhawks are lurking as a potential Big 12 skyrocket, 


108. Bowling Green _ Once-proud program seems to be on the downs. 


65. Central Florida NFL-bound QB Daunte Culpepper bears watching. 


109. New Mexico St. Denvis Manns caries bid for fourth 1,000-yard season. 


66. Miss. State RB James Johnson Is all the offense that Bulldogs have. 


110. SW Louisiana Due for some good breaks after injury-wrecked ‘97. 


67. Houston Huge defensive Improvement is imperative. 


111. Arkansas State Joe Hollis found program even worse off than anticipated. 


68. Vanderbilt Commodores couldn't win with great defense in '97. 
69. Louisville New coach John L. Smith knows how to use QB Redman. 
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112. N. Illinois Even bottom-dwellers have to rebuild. 
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Sonat Energy Services can help you take advantage of today’s dynamic 
marketplace with a wide variety of consulting, marketing and risk 
management services. At every level, our energy solutions ensure that 
you receive the best possible service, with a commitment to customer 
satisfaction that has made us an industry leader. 

And through our subsidiaries, Sonat Marketing and Sonat Power 
Marketing, we have the skill and resources to deliver what you want — 
when you want it. 

Relationships. Maybe that’s why we are one of the leading marketers 


of natural gas and electricity in the U.S. 


SGNAT ENERGY SERVICES 


Atlanta, Birmingham, Boston, Houston, Oklahoma City, Tyler, TX 


Visit us at www.sonat.com 


Back Up the Truck 
for Kentucky's Couch 


t's trite but, what the heck, it’s true, in the life of Tim Couch: 

What a difference a year made. In 1996, the Kentucky quarter- 

back showed the makings of an overhyped freshman, pinned 
to the bench, watching a stagnant offense based on a scheme ill- 
suited for his considerable throwing talents. In 1997, under a new 
head coach and new offensive system, he became the old Tim 
Couch, the folk hero who torched the record books. 

And now, in 1998, it’s Tim Couch, Heisman Trophy Candidate. 
“Tim’s got such a level head about these things,” Kentucky 
coach Hal Mumme said. “He knows he’s a good player. I'd like to 

see us take more of a low-profile approach to all the Heisman 
stuff. But certainly I'll do whatever | can to help Tim with any kind 
of award.” 

After all, it was Mumme'’s arrival, from Division II school Val- 
dosta State, that sparked the Couch comeback of sorts. As a fresh- 
man, under hard-nosed offensive coordinator Elliot Uzelac, the 
nation’s ex-top prep prospect played in just seven games, complet- 
ing just 32 of 84 passes for 276 yards and one touchdown. 

Last year, under Mumme’s all-out passing scheme, Couch 
completed 36 of 50 passes for 398 yards and four touchdowns. In 
Kentucky’s first game. 

The ride didn’t stop there. His numbers were 476 yards in the 
season-finale against Tennessee as part of a pass-the-torch show- 
down with Vols quarterback Peyton Manning. 

Year's end total: 363 completions in 547 attempts for 3,884 
yards and 37 touchdowns. He led the nation in pass attempts, 
completions, yardage and completion percentage at 66.4 percent. 

And that was as a true sophomore. With Peyton Manning and 
Ryan Leaf and a couple of other guys now out of the way, Couch 
is going to have to back up the truck for the awards he has posi- 
tioned himself for this season. 

“| think I'll be a lot better mentally,” Couch said. “I think defi- 
nitely going through this system all through last year will help me.” 

Not that Couch can’t improve. He’s human. Sort of. He wants 
to throw the deep ball better. He wants to make better reads on 
second and third receivers. 

“We want to strike deep with a little more authority,” Mumme 
offered. “We want to play-pass a little more, and we've got some 
checks we want to be more proficient at.” 

Polishing. The gem, hidden in a cave that was the sideline in 
"96, is already there. 

Oh yeah, there’s one more thing: Couch finished ninth in the 
Heisman Trophy balloting last year, setting him up for a run this 
time around. 

“I'm just going to approach it like | would the start of any 
other year,” he says. “I want to play my best so | can help our 
team get into a bowl game, and if | do that, then I know that will 
help my chances at getting any kind of awards. | want to help the 
team first, and the rest of it will take care of itself.” 

— John Clay 
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Tim Couch 
Ricky Williams 
Amos Zereoue 
David Boston 
Peter Warrick 
Jerame Tuman 
Grey Ruegamer 
Kris Farris 
Aaron Gibson 
Rob Murphy 


Matt Stinchcomb 


jr 
Sr 
jr 
Jr 
Jr 
Sr 
Sr 
jr 
Sr 
Jr 
Sr 


Quinton Spotwood Jr 


Martin Gramatica 


Sr 


LINDY’S/CSX ALL-AMERICA 


Kentucky 
Texas 

West Virginia 
Ohio State 
Florida State 
Michigan 
Arizona State 
UCLA 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Georgia 
Syracuse 
Kansas State 
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Directions: 
1) Find Chevy” Blazer® as it goes through storm below. 


2) Cut out Blazer below and place it where indicated, coming out of the horrendous weather. 


3) Relax, secure in the knowledge that Blazer is designed to help protect 


the family in the face of even such a perilous storm. 


4) Mentally note how the Driver Control System is an advanced combination of suspension 
components that work in sync to help give you confidence, control and security. 


5) Roll on down the highway. 
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For Covering Like Glue; 
Bly Is An All-America Staple 


s another day of spring practice ends, Dre’ Bly walks 

toward the sideline at North Carolina’s Kenan Stadium. 

Along the way, his eyes tour the ring of jersey-plaques 
attached to the stadium's upper deck, where the 15 most- 
decorated football players in North Carolina history are honored. 

Bly wonders where No. 31 will go after he leaves. 

“There isn’t that much space,” he says. 

Maybe not, but Bly can be assured that school officials will 
find room for what is almost sure to be the university’s first three- 
time consensus All-American. 

A redshirt junior, Bly was a first-team All-American his first 
two years, and is the closest thing to a lock for All-America hon- 
ors in 1998. He’s the main man in Lindy’s 1998 preseason All- 
America Football Defense. 

Bly would have one more year of eligibility to make a run 
at possibly becoming a four-time All-American, but he already 
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DL Jared DeVries lowa 
DL Reggie McGrew 
DL Mike Rucker 


LB Andy Katzenmoyer 


Florida 
Nebraska 
Ohio State 
Florida 
Texas A&M 
Michigan 
UCLA 


Georgia 


LB Jevon Kearse 
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Champ Bailey 
Dre' Bly 


Marcus Ray 


North Carolina 
Michigan 


Rodney Williams Georgia Tech 


has decided to graduate early and enter the NFL draft in the 
spring of 1999. 

He would like to make such an impact in his final season that 
he will be remembered as the best. To that end, there has even 
been some talk he will play some receiver, a la Deion Sanders and 
Charles Woodson. 

“It’s not really a big deal to me, unless they really need me,” 
he says of playing both ways. “My main objective is to stop the 
receiver, not to play receiver.” 

In doing so, Bly has helped North Carolina football as 
much as any player since a linebacker named Lawrence Taylor 
played there. For the past two seasons, Bly and Robert 
Williams teamed to give the Tar Heels their best pair of corner- 
backs in school history. 

There is not even a close second. 

Few teams challenged Bly last year. But Williams is no longer 
on the other side. He bypassed his final year of eligibility to enter 
the NFL draft. Williams covered as well as Bly, but his hands were 
not in the same league. 

Few are. Bly’s hands are what separate him. They are big 
and sure. 

He's intercepted a remarkable 18 passes in his 24 career 
games (including bowls). 

“To my knowledge,” UNC coach Carl Torbush says, “I don’t 
remember him turning a ball loose he got in his hands. Every ball 
he’s touched, he’s caught. Most defensive backs don’t do that.” 

Most teams would naturally try to throw away from Bly. To 
get the most from him, the Tar Heels plan to put Bly on the oppo- 
sition’s best receiver. If teams want to throw to their best guy, 
they're going to have to go through Bly. 

“Dre’ never lacked for confidence from the very beginning,” 
UNC secondary coach Ron Case said. “He likes to go against the 
best. If he’s not going against the best, his motor doesn’t run as 
fast. When he knows he’s going against the best, the competition 
is there. That's when he does his best.” 

— Eddy Landreth 
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Going Short or Long, Culpepper 
Has the Range in Any Sport 


DAUNTE CULPEPPER 


some technical things about his game that he needs to 
improve. But it’s never for a lack of trying. He works on it, 
constantly looking for improvement. 

Everyone who sees him play raves about his potential. 

And when everything comes together and it goes just right for 
the 6-5, 240-pound quarterback, he'll get that feeling, “And | might 
just do a flip out there.” 

But wouldn't he get called for excessive celebration? 

“My short game is good,” Culpepper said. “Everybody tells me if you 


C=: Florida quarterback Daunte Culpepper knows there are 
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have a good short game, you're doing better than a lot of people.” 

Short game? What's that, scrambling and looking for receivers in 
short range? 

“Off the tee, | slice "em or hook ’em or I top the ball. That’s what 
hurts me. But I love golf.” 

A basketball star in high school, drafted in baseball by the New 
York Yankees, and now projected as one of the best NFL prospects in 
college football, what Culpepper likes to talk about is golf: “I'm get- 
ting better and better.” 

“I'm shooting in the low 90s now just about every time,” he said. 
“If | can ever get into the 80s, I might do a flip out there.” 

Central Florida flipped when Culpepper chose in November to 
remain in college for his junior season in 1998. It was the second time 
in three years that he faced a difficult choice and wound up casting 
his lot with UCF. 

Culpepper chose UCF out of Ocala Vanguard High School, where 
he had been named Florida's “Mr. Football.” He passed for 3,070 
yards and 31 touchdowns, while adding 500 yards rushing his senior 
year. It initially appeared Culpepper would be junior-college bound 
because of poor grades. But he rallied in the classroom with the help 
of UCF coaches who helped to teach him better study habits. 

By committing to UCF, he was repaying a debt of loyalty. 

“UCF stuck beside me the whole way, and once | became 
eligible, | felt since they were loyal to me in the hard times, | should 
be loyal to them,” said Culpepper, who earned a 3.0 grade-point 
average last year and was named to the UCF Athletic Director's 
Honor Roll. 

Last season, Culpepper arrived in the national spotlight while 
leading the new-Division I-A team to a 5-6 record. But it’s what UCF 
almost did that gained it — and Culpepper — respect. 

The Knights lost by a combined 10 points to Ole Miss, South Car- 
olina and Mississippi State. And then there was the season’s most 
famous halftime score: Central Florida 17, Nebraska 14. 

UCF’s lead held until the third quarter when the Cornhuskers 
pulled away to win, 38-24. Culpepper had one of his best days, com- 
pleting 24 of 35 passes for 318 yards and a touchdown. 

He scored probably the most famous touchdown in UCF history 
when he called his own number on an option. Ten yards later he was 
in the end zone and two Comhuskers were on their backs after suffer- 
ing the brunt of Culpepper’s shoulder. 

“You're not going to find many quarterbacks that have the combi- 
nation of size, speed and the accuracy he has with his arm,” Nebraska 
All-America defensive end Grant Wistrom said, calling Culpepper 
“one of the best quarterbacks in the country.” 

Culpepper finished the year with 3,086 passing yards and 25 
touchdowns. His biggest play, however, may have come after the 
season when he said he'd return for his senior year. 

Now Culpepper enters the season protected by a $2 million cata- 
strophic injury insurance policy and as a Heisman Trophy candidate. 
The Downtown Athletic Club informed him he had garnered enough 
early-season interest to be considered a candidate last year. 

Mike Kruczek, who directed UCF’s offense for 13 years before 
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Odds To Win 1999 
Super Bowl XXXII 
Green Bay 3-1 Buffalo 80-1 
San Francisco 6-1 Washington 15-1 
Denver 5-1 Miami 15-1 
Pittsburgh 8-1 Indianapolis 75-1 
New England 15-1 Detroit 25-1 
Dallas 12-1 Tennessee 50-1 
Jacksonville 8-1 Seattle 20-1 
Kansas City 12-1. Cincinnati 50-1 
Minnesota 30-1 Baltimore 75-1 
Tampa Bay 15-1 Arizona 100-1 
N.Y. Jets 18-1 Oakland 35-1 
Philadelphia 50-1 San Diego 75-1 
N.Y. Giants 40-1 St. Louis 100-1 
Atlanta 100-1 Chicago 100-1 — 
Carolina 50-1 NewOrleans 200-1 
’ Subject to Change : 


Odds To Win 
NFC Championship 


Green Bay 8-5 
San Francisco 3-1 
Dallas 6-1 
Minnesota 15-1 
Tampa Bay 8-1 
Philadelphia 25-1 
N.Y. Giants 22-1 
Atlanta 60-1 
Carolina 25-1 
Washington 8-1 
Detroit 13-1 
Arizona 60-1 
St. Louis 60-1 
Chicago 60-1 
New Orleans 125-1 
Subject to Change 


Odds To Win 
“| AFC Championship 


Denver 2-1 
Pittsburgh 7-2 
New England 6-1 
Jacksonville 3-1 
Kansas City 5-1 
N.Y. Jets 8-1 
Buffalo 30-1 
Miami 7-1 
Indianapolis 35-1 
Tennessee 22-1 
Seattle 8-1 
Cincinnati 22-1 
Baltimore 30-1 
Oakland 18-1 
San Diego 30-1 
Subject to Change 
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Top BACKFIELDS~ 


1. LSU 


Kevin Faulk is Gnother big-time talent. and superquick Rondel! Mealy, too, 
_ has pro potential. Then wrap them up and send them behind bruising ful- 
back Tommy Banks. The four runners averaged more than five yards a 
cary and combined for 27 touchdowns. And quarterback Herb Tyler 
knows how to win as well as ahy quarterback in the country, with just 
enough running and just enough passing fo beat defenses, too. 
The package rates as the best offensive backfield in college football for 
1998, and one of the best in the "90s. It doesn't quite have the balance of 
Penn State’s 1994 backfield led by Kerry Collins and Ki-Jana Carter, or the 
explosiveness of Nebraska’s 1995 group of Tommy Frazier, Lawrence 
Phillips and their great fullbacks, but these guys can sure play. 


2. SYRACUSE 
With QB Donovan McNabb and FB Rob Konrad, the Orangemen have 
some of the very best players at their positions in the country ... and Kyle 
Mcintosh is a tough little back who fits the offense perfectly. It is McNabb 
who makes It all go, and when Konrad |s healthy — which has not been 
often enough — there might be no way to stop these guys. 


3. ARIZONA STATE Bed aia Ya 
Ryan Kealy expected to be completely healthy from a knee injury that 
knocked him out of the last two games, and redshirt freshman Chad 
Elliott got a lot of work in the spring. J.R. Redmond Is a terrific all-purpose 
threat, and Marlon Farlow rates as an All-Pac-10 candidate even as a 
backup. Jeff Paulk is one of the better fullbacks in the country. 


4. NEBRASKA | 
Nebraska insiders had been calling Frankie London “the next Tommie Fra- 
zler,” but in the spring, Bobby Newcombe showed he can translate his 
WR/KR skills into a superb option runner. -back DeAngelo Evans and Dan 
Alexander appear to be recovered from injuries, Correll Buckhalter is a 
load, and FB Joel Mackovicka a stud, 


SETENNESSE Eo Oe a en 
The talented and swift Tee Martin takes the reigns from Peyton Manning. 
bringing with him what UT coaches say is an even stronger arm than Mr. 
NFL}. Jamal Lewis is the purest of running backs, and Is supported by a 
strong cast of sophomore runners. FBs Phillip Crosby and Shawn Bryson 
punish would-be tacklers. 


6. VIRGINIA S rene 5 
QB Aaron Brooks showed weekly improvement last season and appears 
ready to lead a possible run at the ACC title. RB Thomas Jones has break- 
away ability, and he’s got sophomore Antwoine Womack pushing him all 
the way. FB Anthony Southern ranks among the best. 


DV ANRIZOWN Ao See ee eee 
QB Ortege Jenkins has shown he is a major talent, but he still must battle 
for the No. 1 job with 1996 starter Keith Smith, whose injury gave Jenkins a 
chance to play, RB Trung Candidate is a reliable commodity, Leon Callen 
is ticketed as the speed back, and super recruit Leo Humble Is expected 
to joiniin the fall. FB Kelvin Eafon is a solid blocker, runner and receiver. 


8. TEXAS A&M — ro = ’ 
The key to advancement for the Aggles is the development of QB Bran- 
ndon Stewart, He showed significant improvement last season and must 
be even better in 1998. Foes must key on feature backs Dante Hall and 
Sir Parker, D’'Andre Hardeman is a feature-quality fullback, too. 


SEKANSAS STATE. Ws: Sec See ea ee 
A swift and agile scrambler, QB Michael Bishop displayed a remarkably 
strong arm with more passing skills than advertised. Eric Hickson is within 
range of the school's career rushing record, and newcomer Frank Mur- 
phy was among the most-desired RB recruits in the JC ranks last season. 


JO: WESEVIRGINIAS 8 tS ee ee 
All-American tailback Amos Zereoue could lead the nation in rushing and 
QB Marc Bulger has shown he can do the job of a national contender. 
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Take into account Cecil Collins looks like a future first-round pick, and 


RANK NAME YR HT WT COLLEGE 
1. Tim Couch Jr 60 180__Kentuc! 
2. Cade McNown Je 60 =~ 205 ~—sUCLA 
3. Brock Huard Jr 6&5 220 =~ Washington 
4. Daunte Cul S65 240 Central Florida 


5. DonovanMcNabb Sr 62 219 ‘acuse 


_6. Michael Bishop sé 205 _ Kansas State 
_7.__ Joe Germaine Sr 62 196 Ohio State 

8. CorbyJones ss Sr Ss 222 Missouri 

9. Tim Rattay _ Jt 6 200 Louisiana Tech 
10. Chris Redman Jr 68 205 _ Louisville 

di. Jamie Barnette Je 60 188 North Carolina St. 
12. OscarDavenpot Sr 64 195 North Carolina 
13. Graham Leigh S63 214 New Mexico 
14. ChadPennington Jr 63 208 Marshall 

Moses Rerbilylero se ais G0 203 LSU 
16. _ Mare Bulger Jr 68 190 _ West Virginia 
17. Jon Denton _ J 683 215 UNLV 
18.__Ortege Jenkins So. 62 214 _— Arizona 

19. Joe Hamilton Jr 510 189 Georgia Tech 
20. Brian Kuklick St 63 205 Wake Forest 
21. Tony Lindsay So 62 190 Oklahoma State 
22. BranndonStewart Sr 6-2 222 Texas A&M 
23, _Akili Smith _ St 63 215 Oregon. 

24. __ClintStoermer_ _—— Jr_——s6-0 220 ___ Arkansas 
25. _BobbyNewcombe So 60 195 ___ Nebraska 


INJURED: Chad Hutchinson (Stanford), Ryan Kealy (Arizona State), Dan Kendra 
(Florida State), Anthony Wright (South Carolina) 


CAN _ being elevated to interim head coach in 
; January, has worked the closest with 
Culpepper. Kruczek, who played six 
years in the NFL, has been a father 
figure to Culpepper, who was reared 
by 70-year-old Emma Culpepper. She 
adopted Daunte when he was a day 
old. 

“| look up to him, and he gave me 
some great advice,” Culpepper said. 
“He knows the ropes, and the informa- 
tion he got from everyone in the NFL 
said it was probably best that I stayed.” 
Kruczek, who earned two Super Bowl 
tings playing for Pittsburgh (1978-79), said he'd like to see Culpepper 
polish some of his non-physical skills. 

“Physically, he’s as good as anybody they can pick in the 
National Football League,” Kruczek said. “When | talked to him about 
honing his skills, they're more mental skills, like calling things at the 
line of scrimmage. 

“He gives himself a bigger advantage and longevity in the NFL 
the more he understands the game plan and how it applies.” 

— Scott Wallin 
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If One LSU Tailback Doesn’t Beat You, Another One Will 


ince there is only one football to go around, 

the LSU staff must be inventive in spreading 

the wealth among the three tailbacks who 
make up what could be considered the most 
explosive trio in the country. 

“When you have that much talent, you 
have to look at ways to use it,” Tigers coach 
Gerry DiNardo said. “You have to try and be 
creative, in a way — different formations, differ- 
ent concepts.” 

So just how good are senior Kevin Faulk, 
and juniors Cecil Collins and Rondell Mealey that 
they inspire and require such treatment? 

Well, consider that each of the three 
rolled up 200 yards in a single game last year, 
when they seemingly took turns as the team’s 
go-to guy. 

It started with Collins’ 237 yards against 
Auburn and ended with Mealey’s eye-popping 
222 yards against Notre Dame in the Indepen- 
dence Bowl. In between, Faulk amassed 212 
yards and a school-record five rushing touch- 
downs against Kentucky. 

They carried the ball to LSU's second con- 
secutive Southeastern Conference rushing title. 
The Tigers ranked seventh nationally, averaging 
256.7 yards a game — the SEC’s highest rush- 
ing average in 10 years — and combined to find 
the end zone 25 times: 15 for Faulk, three for 
Collins and seven for Mealey. 

Even so, DiNardo isn’t so quick to draw 
conclusions, saying, “I still want to see everybody 
healthy before their nomination for the Hall 
of Fame.” 

DiNardo has a valid concern. Achilles, after 
all, was a stud tailback in his day, too. But he 
didn't gain many yards from the sideline on 
crutches with that injured heel. 

Faulk pulled a hamstring muscle in last year's 
season opener and suffered a game-ending ankle 
injury in the first quarter of the Independence Bowl. 

Collins broke the fibula in his right leg in the 
fifth game. 

Mealey suffered headaches as a freshman 
but seemingly has been untroubled since. 

Despite missing two regular-season games, 
Faulk still led the SEC and ranked seventh 
nationally with 127.1 yards rushing per game, 
carrying 205 times for 1,144 yards. He topped 
the league in average all-purpose yards (182.9) 
and scoring (10.0 points a game) and made 
the All-SEC first team for the second consecu- 
tive year. 

Sot Ee NP ve In one of his more surprising moves, he 
KEVIN FAULK elected to return to LSU for his senior year 


PHOTO BY BRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 
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rather than enter the NFL draft as had long 
been thought. Faulk said it was his “love 
for LSU” that convinced him to remain in 
college. Armed with experience, the 
5-10, 192-pound Faulk said he is prepared 
to make his last year especially significant. 

“It’s my fourth year back, and I under- 
stand the system a whole lot more,” he 
said. “I want to do whatever | can to help 
the team.” 

In the process, Faulk could become 
LSU's all-time leading rusher. He’s third 
with 3,278 yards and needs only 773 yards 
to break Dalton Hilliard’s career record of 
4,050 yards (1982-85). 

Faulk’s devotion to excellence has 
helped LSU to a share of the last two SEC 
Western Division titles, although the Tigers 
have yet to advance to the championship 
game. LSU finished 9-3 overall last season 
and for the first time ever won a third con- 
secutive bow! game. 

While hampered by injuries last sea- 
son, Faulk’s setbacks simply gave his 
understudies a chance to excel, and they 
took advantage of the opportunity. In his 
two starts, Collins overwhelmed Auburn 
and punished Akron for 179 yards. This, 
too, after coming off the bench in his college debut to run for 172 yards 
against Mississippi State. 

At the time of his season-ending injury, Collins led the SEC in rushing 
and ranked second nationally. He finished with 72 carries for 596 yards 
with 149.0 yards per game and 8.3 per carry. 

DiNardo cautioned against rushing to judgment. 

“Cecil's coming off an injury,” he said. “We need to wait. Every- 
body's put him the Hall of Fame already. He needs to play a couple more 
games before that enshrinement.” 

Collins and Mealey, in fact, left the spring game with injuries. 

Collins even starts his descriptions of the trio with, “If we're all healthy at 
the same time,’ before adding, “I don't think we can be stopped.” 

An avid viewer of film on past NFL tailbacks, Collins said his ability is “just 
a God-given talent, like Jim Brown and Gale Sayers.” 

Now he’s counting on keeping that talent available for games; he 
watched the 1996 season while ineligible,and missed the '97 opener due 
to a one-game suspension for violating an unspecified team rule. 

If the 5-10, 212-pound Collins draws comparisons to Brown, Faulk is 
more like Sayers in stopping and weaving to make tacklers miss him. 
Faulk may not have blinding speed, but his multi-faceted attack should 
afford DiNardo the offensive flexibility coaches want. Blessed with some 
of the best hands on the team, Faulk was the all-purpose player on Asso- 
ciated Press’ 1996 All-America first team and spent much of last year’s 
preseason camp working as a slotback. Those plans were dashed with the 
rash of early season injuries, but he’s expected to be back practicing both 
at the slot and wideout in a move that could allow LSU to put two, if not 
all three of its tailbacks on the field at once. 

And Mealey? He's the one of the three who is blessed with acrobatic 
balance and the greatest burst of speed. Mr. Third String finished ninth in 
the SEC in rushing (60.4 yards per game, 112 for 664 yards). 

“The guy’s a talent now,” offensive coordinator Morris Watts said. 
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RUNNING BACKS 


Top RUNNING BACKS 


10. Edgerrin James Jr 1 220 Miami 
male James Johnson Jr 62-233 Mississippi State | 
__ 12. LaMont Jordan So. §11_ 214 — Maryland ] 
_.13.. Shaun Alexanders Jr — 61 205 Alabama 
4. AutryDenson ss Sr_~——s5-10. = 200 ~=NotteDame——™ 
Lies hoor) Bog? ISU 


me “16. “Deuce Mcallister So. 61 210 Mississippi 
Rel 7. Michael Wiley Jr 60 190 Ohio State 
___18. DemarioBrown ss Jr —~— 61 ~~ 205 ~—_—sUtah State 


19. RonneyJenkins So 11-170 BrighamYoung 
20. Denvis Manns Sr §-9 225 New Mexico State _ 
__ 21. Darren Davis Jr 5-8 190 lowaState 
22, Michael Perry Shi :59" 12001 iRice 
__ 23. Ketric Sanford Jr §-10 200 Houston 
___ 24. Anthony Thomas So 62 229 Michigan 
25. Anthony White Jr &] 192 Kentucky 


Not Rated Due to Injury: Cecil Collins (LSU), Madre Hill (Arkansas), Terry Jackson 
(Florida), DeAngelo Evans (Nebraska) 


Top FULLBACKS 


4. Anthony Southem Jr 60 
5. Jeff Paulk 


9. Tommy Banks $0 


10. Jamie Spencer veoh volte “257 Notte Dame 
1. CraigWalendy St GT 229 UCLA 
12, Rod Frazier “So _ 5-11 233 Florida Ciel 
__13._ Matt Keller Jr 60230) Ohlo. State, 
14. Jaime Kimbrough Sr 58 205  FresnoState 
15. Kevin McDougal Jr =—=60 = -:197_ ~~ Colorado State _ 


Not Rated Due to Injury: Aaron Harris (Penn State), Joe Hewitt (Army) 


“He's gotten bigger, he’s gotten stronger, and if our tests are any indica- 
tion, he’s gotten faster. He's turned himself into a threat.” 

Notre Dame discovered that in LSU's 27-9 Independence Bowl vic- 
tory. Mealey raced through a stunned defense for his bowl-record 222 
yards and two touchdowns. The Irish have to be excused for failing to be 
prepared for him ... he didn’t even carry the ball in LSU's 24-6 regular- 
season loss to the Irish. And that is the definition of good depth. 

— Dave Moormann 
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Big-Time Performance Shows Walters Is Worthy 
Top TEAMS: RECEIVERS 


‘dal Heyer wel ondolie tooking 
tions) before transferring to SC pap araaas 2p : 
cemeteries ete ops arti } 


2. OHIO STATE 
David pastor and Dee Wifor ore ine Bed elrin Ine cours Gar ove: 
and John Lumpkin is a big-blocking tight end with good hands (as he 
showed with a circus catch In the Sugar Bow). Add youngsters Ken-Yon 
Rambo and Willie Germany, and this group puts some serious stress on 
Big Ten secondaries. 


3. FLORIDA STATE 
The collective speed of this cast Is scary. Peter Warrick — the best 
receiver in college football — is the leader, with Laveranues Coles filling 
the role of “fastest Seminole,* and Ron Dugans the veteran and excel- 
lent blocker. Keep an eye on Germaine Stringer and Marvin Minnis, too. 


4. SYRACUSE 
With Donovan McNabb doing the pitching, Quinton Spotwood and 
Kevin Johnson do the catching. These guys have speed fo burn, and 
they do burn ... comerbacks as well as kick-coverage teams, which illus- 
trates their ability to run after the catch. 


5. TENNESSEE _ 
Jeremaine Copeland and Peerless Price head a cast of quick, talented 
receivers. Price has unlimited potential, Copeland is a terrific athlete who 
must become more consistent (read: he dropped too many passes last 
season). Eric Parker and Cedrick Wilson look like future stars. 


6. ARIZONA STATE 
Here are some great running athletes, with Lenzie Jackson the complete TROY WALTERS 
receiver. Kenny Mitchell, Ricky Boyer and Creig Spann (etc.) have had 
their moments, and sophomore Tariq McDonald has emerged as poten- Hi 
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e was the last and littlest member of Tyrone Willingham’s first 
recruiting class at Stanford, which might be why Troy Walters 
has made the greatest impact of them all. 

Walters was nearly a 5-7 afterthought for Willingham, who had 


tially the best of all. 


7. WEST VIRGINIA 
The sensational duo of Shawn Foreman and David Saunders is intact, 
with Saunders bouncing back from the knee injury that cost him 1997. 


And keep an eye on Khor! Ivy, and tight end Anthony Becht. coached with Walters’ father on the Minnesota Vikings’ staff before 
: moving to Stanford in 1995. 
8. MIAMI —— — Walters believes the very connection that led him to Stanford 


Renewed emphasis on recruiting WRs is paying dividends. Daryl Jones, 
Reggie Wayne and Santana Moss are a terrific trio of supersophs with 
great upside. And TEs Daniel Franks and Mondriel Fulcher are formidable. 


also helped motivate him to become what he is today — one of the 
nation’s top receivers — whether he actually heard or only imagined 
his teammates’ whispers that he was only there because of his dad’s 
9. NORTH CAROLINA _ 2 connection to the coach. 

Na Brown has caught 99 passes the last two years, and is. complemented “That's the sense | got,” Walters said. “I know that helped me 
by big-play L.C. Stevens and the rapidly improving Jason Peace. This get here, but I also knew that I had talent. 


group would rate near the top but for the season-ending knee injury of “When I came on my visit, it was like they di dn’t expect me to 


TE Al é 
ge Crumpler be a player, with my height and size. That fueled me, to prove that it 
10. SOUTH CAROLINA wasn’t a gift.” 
Sophomore Jermale Kelly caught 10 TD passes last year, showing the all- And to prove that he had a gift. Walters showed glimpses of it 


important knack for quick separation from defenders. Zola Davis and 


Vern Fiaod ere topectine ine Hoe coreherstioe: his first season, which was spent being redshirted with the rest of 


Willingham’s first freshman class. 
He started slowly as a redshirt freshman in 1996, but made a 
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Everybody plays at the College Football Hall of Fame! Experience 
the excitement of an action-packed game in the 360 degree 
Stadium Theater, test your skills in the Training Center, or learn 
from legendary coaches in the Locker Room. Whether you're a 
die-hard fan, casual enthusiast, or just enjoy an occasional game, 
there’s something for you at the College Football Hall of Fame! 


\W 1.800.440.FAME 


(1.800.440.3263) 


http://collegefootball.org/ 


Exit 77 off I-80/90, Downtown South Bend 


; mmm Founding Sponsors: 
, 
ae rr 4 
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ENSHRINEMENT FESTIVAL AUGUST 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN — grand entrance in his eighth game by 


JERAME TUMAN 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


DAVID BOSTON 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


PETER WARRICK 


catching eight passes for 144 yards 
against UCLA, including an acrobatic 
50-yard catch for a touchdown that led 
to a come-from-behind victory. He 
would catch 21 of his 32 passes in the 
last four games of the season, and was 
named the Sun Bowl's top special- 
teams player. Yet, that was the only 
hint of the school-record breaking 86- 
reception, 1,206-yard season that was 
to come as a sophomore last year. 
Walters’ yardage total of 1,206 — the 
fifth-best in the nation — is even more 
impressive than his 86 receptions, 
which ranked third nationally and was 
only four shy of the Pac-10 record set 
in 1995 by Keyshawn Johnson. Many 
of his catches came _—on screen 
passes that he turned into big gainers. 

“Now that I’m not a secret ...” 
Walters said, “I can get stronger, 
whereas I can block better. Or that | can 
stay in the games longer. 

“| was thinking back recently to all 
the games where there were two or 
three plays I could have made but did- 
n't.” And, he says, he can catch the ball - 
more consistently than he did in 1997, 
when he dropped a handful of passes. 

“There were more than | care to 
remember,” he said. “Coaches kid 
me that if | didn’t drop the balls | did, 
I could have broken Keyshawn’ s 
record.” 

Trent Walters, a coach with the 
Vikings, is also there to correct him. 

He is his son’s greatest critic, but 
also his greatest fan: “What | like is, 
he’s a gamer.’ 

Willingham and Trent Walters were 
on the Vikings’ staff together. No 
one knew at the time, obviously, that 
Willingham would become Stanford’s 
coach. 

Walters had led the nomadic life 
of a coach’s son, setting up tents in 


seven different states. He had attended his father's camps, practices 
and games since he was eight-years old, but the Vikings provided 
something none of the others could. 

The Vikings let him feel the sting of Warren Moon's spirals. 
Walters helped warm up their quarterbacks — Moon, Brad Johnson 
and former Heisman Trophy winners Andre Ware and Gino Torretta 
— from the distance of a short curl route. They were men fighting 
for their jobs, and they neither let up on the 17-year-old ball boy, 
nor showed much patience when they had to wait for him to 


retrieve their passes. 


Willingham watched and took mental notes that summer before 


Walters’ senior season. 


After Willingham was named Stanford’s head coach, Trent Wal- 
ters asked his colleague if he might want to take a look at some 
tapes of a spunky, undersized receiver from a Texas high school. 
Walters had a file cabinet full of them. 

Until then, Tulsa and Duke were among the few schools that 
were not scared off by Troy’s lack of size. Willingham agreed to 
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RECEIVERS 


Top WIDE RECEIVERS 


Tennessee 
Louisville 


14, Peeriots Piice ‘St 
15. Amold Jackson Jr 


16, Shawn Foreman Sr 205 _ West Virginia 
17. Ja'WarrenHooker So —_—-5-11_—*«165 ~—— Washington 
18. Damon Williams Sr 63 227 UNLV 
19. Dee Miller St 6&1 190 _ Ohio State 

_ 20. Kevin Johnson ea Sieee o-i lee e179, Syracuse 

__21. Desmond Clark Sr_— 63 250___— Wake Forest 

22. MichaelVaughn Jr 6-2 212 Alabama __ 

23. GeoffNoisy S60 195 Nevada _ 
24. DarellMcDonald Sr 63 195 _ Kansas State 

__ 25. Dennis Northcutt. Sr &11_ (170 Arizona 


Not Rated Due to Injury: D'Wayne Bates (Northwestern), David Saunders 
(West Virginia) 


= a Wendtiaaien 250. Arizona State 
i eR Jabari Holloway So 63 250 NotreDame 
Daniel Franks So 66 240 Miami 


__AnthonyBecht Jr 66 West Virginia 
. love Jefferson Sr Gg 2 Washington State 
13. Antoine Harris So 64 220 Souther California 
14. Dereklewis Sr 62 235 Texas m4 
15. Cuncho Brown Sr 6-4 268 Penn State. 


Not Rated Due to Injury; Adam Simonson (C. Mich.), Alge Crumpler (N. Car.) 


take a look, although he probably already had an idea what he 
would see. 

“| had opportunities to see Troy that other people didn’t,” Will- 
ingham said, referring to the Vikings’ camp. “I got to see him do 
things that other people didn’t.” 

But now everybody is getting to see Troy Walters do some 
things that not even Willingham could have foreseen. 

— John Akers 
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OUR STANDARDS ARE QUITE 
RIGID AT THE COORS BREWERY. 
THEN AGAIN, AT 32 DEGREES, 
SO IS OUR BREWMASTER. 


Take a tour of 
our brewery in Golden, 
Colorado, and you'll 
understand what it 
means to put in a solid 
day. It comes with the 
territory when you work 
for the only brewery in 
the country dedicated 
to Frost Brewed™ beer. 

Back when we 
first began brewing 


Coors Light, we experi- 


mented with a variety of 


temperatures. Hot, cold, 


taste of Coors Light 
goes into keeping it 
perfectly cold; from 
aging in refrigerated 
rooms through packag- 
ing and delivery in 
insulated trucks and 
railcars to your area. 
Like a smooth running 
machine (on a frigid 
winter day that is), it's 
our way of ensuring 
that Coors Light always 
arrives with a Rocky 


Mountain cold taste. 


and in between. Eventually we discovered that just Sure, we could spend less time and money 


below 32 degrees was the ideal temperature to pro- paying such rigid attention to detail. But when 


your beer is Frost Brewed™ 


duce an unusually cold, smooth, “a ‘ ° ” 
; like a stony image, cold and numb. 


refreshing beer. Today, many for a refreshing taste of the 


William Shakespeare, 
TITUS ANDRONICUS 


chilly Rocky Mountain winters Rockies, you go to every 


later, Coors Light is still Frost Brewed™ according to degree to keep it that way. If you happen to stop 


our original, rigid standards. We believe it’s the best in at the Coors Brewery some time in the future 
way to bring you the cold, fresh taste of the Rockies. gg and you're greeted with less than a warm recep- 
And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. Because the tion, remember, don't take it personally. We're 
same effort that goes into the rout Brewed” probably just buried in our work. 


J elgaiaeey. LBS = bye d iu | 
-ALWAYS FROST} i) “UNIQUELY COLD 
_— .@ q of O14 Se 4 ‘, ' Ge J we | , 
7 Coors Brewing Company, Golden, come = 
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CHRIS McINTOSH 


WR emember these numbers: 18 and 81. 
ic 4 If Ron Dayne, Wisconsin's junior tailback, shakes the sopho- 
IX WA more jinx and gets back to running the way he did as a fresh- 
man sensation, give a big share of the credit to the 81 career starts his 
offensive linemen have under their considerable belts. 

Last year, the five starters combined to carry only 18 career starts 
into the season. 

And eight-one is a whole lot more than one-eight when it comes 
to an O-line’s starting experience. 

It's an offensive line that is anchored by college football’s twin 
towers. Call ‘em a pair of pyramids. 

“I'm at 79. I'd like to be down to about 69 or 70. I just need to 
cut out the pizzas at night, and stuff like that,” said 6-7 right tackle 
Aaron Gibson, who omits the 300-pound part of his weight, which lit- 
erally goes without saying. 

“I’m eating more than he is now, because he’s not allowed to eat 
so much any more. But | don’t know if I could eat more than he 
does,” 6-7, 320-pound left tackle Chris McIntosh said with a grin. 

While Wisconsin's offensive line has been attracting notice for its 
size since Gibson did some moonlighting as the world’s largest tight 
end two years ago, the Badgers proved last season that tipping the 
scales didn’t necessarily translate into tipping over defenders. 

In 1996, Dayne burst onto the college-football scene with a fresh- 
man season for the record books. 

His 1,863 regular-season yards broke Herschel Walker's 1980 
NCAA record of 1,616 yards by a freshman. And his 628 yards in back 
to back games set a new standard for any Division | back. 

As a result, Dayne was being touted as a Heisman Trophy candi- 
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1. MICHIGAN — ss eel Pe. SS 
Despite some key losses, the Wolverines still sport a swagger offensively 
because of the belief they will control the trenches every Saturday with 
their four retuming starters up front. Guard-tumed-center Steve Hutchin- 
son is capable of playing any position on the line. He’s joined by guards 
Chris Ziemann and David Brandt, along with redshirts Adam Adkins and 
Jason Brooks as factors. 

The tackles continue the school's lineage of top-drawer anchors. Jon 
Jansen is considered a prime NFL prospect. Jeff Backus showed flashes 
of brilliance last season and is a great long-term prospect. The Wolver- 
ines permitted just 18 sacks in 12 games last season. 


2. OHIO:STATE! a 
Some say the Buckeyes’ second-team O-line would be beiter than 50 
percent of the teams in the country. G Rob Murphy is an All-American, 

T Tyson Walter is a mountain of a sophomore, and Brooks Burris Is a force 
on the other side. C Kurt Murphy has developed into the group's leader. 


3. UCLA S ee ee Sees 
Three main components from last year’s edition return, including Kris Far- 
tis, who checks in as the premier tackle in the country. G Andy Meyers 
and C Shawn Stuart can run block as well as pass block. Keep an eye 
on G Oscar Cabrera and T Brian Polak. 


4. WISCONSIN —_ ee, 
The Badgers retum the entire Ron Dayne-leading line, featuring 6-7, 370- 
pound Aaron Gibson. He has been a darling of the professional scouts, 
but left tackle Chris McIntosh is more polished. C Casey Rabach anchors 
the Interior. This cast must improve its collective pass blocking. 


5. LSU 
Even with G Alan Faneca leaping to the NFL early, returning starters C 
Todd McClure, G Al Jackson and T Trey Langley form a terrific founda- 
tion. Don’t be surprised to see G Ryan Thomassle have a breakout sea- 
son. Remember the name of left tackle Louls Williams. 


timate the talent level. Chad Clifton and Cosey Coleman head a cast 
of four solid 300-pound tackles, which includes Jarvis Reado, who could 
become a star if healthy. Inside the key men are guards Mercedes 
Hamilton and Spencer Riley. 


group is on the rise, T Soloman Page Is being touted as one of the best in 
schoo! history. Randy Dunnigan and Bryan Pukenas are among the best 
combo of guards in the nation. Eric de Groh Is a quality center. 


3. NOTRE DAME 

The Irish are refocusing on running the ball, which plays into the strength 
of a foursome that have experience and talent. Ts Mike Rosenthal and 
Luke Pettigout will play on Sundays. Guards Tim Ridder and Jerry Wisne 
are both 6-7 and over 300 pounds. 


9. PENN STATE a . 
The Nittany Uons will rely on two bulging, rugged tackles who demand 
respect. John Blick offered glimpses of excellence while Floyd Wedder- 
burn seems primed to finally fulfill his potential. Eric Cole is solid, and 
you've got to count TE Cuncho Brown as a real plus, too. 


10. KANSAS STATE : sae ee 
T Ryan Young showed in the Fiesta Bowl he could dominate, virtually 
neutralizing his side of the line. Guards Jermey Martin and Brien Hanley 


succeed with brawn, simply beating the opposition into submission. 


|e 
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FFENSIVE LINEMEN 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN BAIN ALL-AMERICAN __LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN —_LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


AARON GIBSON MATT STINCHCOMB GREY RUEGAMER ROB "MURPHY 


QP ¢ DEFENSIVE | a > O} E . c ETA FS 
PUFF &U | FEINSIVE GU JARDS i OP VT FF EN NSIVE \CKLES LO 
RANK NAME YR HT WT COLLEGE == ~~ ~— ‘RANK NAME YR HT WT COLLEGE | 

1. Rob Murphy Jr 65 300 Ohio State ees __1.._ Kris Farris SE O-F aA o1Use UCLA el ee 
2. Anthony Cesario St 66 310 ColoradoState SANZ ‘Mait Stinchcomb Sr 66 285 Georgia 
3. Steve Hutchinson So 65 292 Michigan __ 3. Aaron Gibson St_ 67 371 Wisconsin E 
__ 4. Terrence Metcalf So 63 302 Mississippi 2 4. Mike Rosenthal St 67 315 Notre Dame 
_5; Andy Meyers ss Sr_ 6-5 313 UCLA us __S. JonJansenSt_6-7 299 Michigan _ 
6. Tony Coats. St 67 300 Washington ss 6. ChrisMcintosh Jr. 67-317 
__7. Brandon Burlsworth Sr 63 301 Arkansas ___7. Ryan Young St 66 330 Kansas State a 
8. Ryan Kalich Jr. 6-3" 303) Florida 8, John Blick Jr 66 314 PennState 
9. BenAdams  _—s Sr_- 65 305 Texas = ___9. Solomon Page Jr 66 300 WestVirginia 
10. Doug Brzezinski St 64 295 BostonCollege __ 10. Chad Clifton Jt 66 315 Tennessee 
11._ Travis Claridge Jr 66 300 Southern California ~_1i. Zach Piller St 66 322 Florida 
12. Jason Whitaker Jr -65 285 FloridaState ~_12. Marvel Smith So 66 311 Arizona State 
13. JenoJames ss Sr. ~ 64) =296 = Auburn 13. John Tait Jr_ 67 290 Brigham Young 
__ 14. Bryan Pukenas St 6-4 296 West Virginia oe re 14. lan Rafferty == St_ 66 300 North Carolina State 
15. Rick Nord Sr 66 300 Louisville 15. Jay Humphrey Sr 67 305 Texas 


date going into the '97 season. Mi 
Some things happened, though. For one, Dayne battled injuries — | oi 0 PC 

and wound up with 1,457 yards while missing the better part of four - 

games. Those aren't bad numbers, but they were far below his 1996 


RANK NAME _YR_HT WT _ COLLEGE 
ce 2 oe y aie tosh the only.rehimmine starts ihe ofene “1. GreyRuegamer Sr 65 304 ArizonaState _ 
__ For another, McIntosh was the only returning starter on the offen ~ 2. DamienWoody Jr 64 311 BostonCollege _ 
sive line. 3. ToddMcClure Sr “62 280 LSU 
It was nice that new left guard Bill Ferrario (295 pounds), new __ 4. MikeNewell —s St._-64 285 ~—Colorado State ars 
center Casey Rabach (309), new right guard Dave Costa (293) and __5. EricAllen St 65 288 Mississippi State 
Gibson, who moved in at right tackle, were big fellows. But they had —$. Mike McLaughlin St _64 290 Stanford 
- : , etek Rose. Sr 6A O75 owas. ar a” 
big shoes to fill on their way to becoming good fellows. 8. CaseyRabach So 65 297 Wisconsin 
Still, when Wisconsin got whupped by Syracuse 34-0 in the Kick- 9. EicdeGroh ss Sr 65 290 West Virginia _ 
off Classic, one of the first things Badgers coach Barry Alvarez men- 10. TyWise ————sSr.s«s 2-275 Miami 
tioned was that his new offensive line wasn’t going to provide as 11._Brian Uhl ___$r_65 295 _ Cincinnati 
much running room for Dayne, who had a shoulder injury in that —12._Ausfin Adami Jr_63 310 _SMU —s 
rk x __13. JimNiedrach ss Jr-_-~6 3) =275 = Purdue - 
game which foreshadowed his banged-up fall. 14. CraigPage —sSt_-“63 288 Georgia Tech 
This season, the Badgers hope to put the horns back on Dayne, a 15. Rob Riti Jr 63 283 Missouri 
260-pound bull of a running back who was virtually unstoppable dur- 
ing his freshman season. tackles. And it’s not just size. You have to be athletic. Just because 
One reason Alvarez is excited about Dayne’s prospects is the you're big doesn't mean you have leg strength or can move people. 
experience of his linemen, especially Gibson, the only senior, and “It's also a matter of getting comfortable in there. You should get 
Mcintosh, the only junior. better with repetition and knowledge.” 
If there was a learning curve for Alvarez’s guards and center last That's the idea. 
fall, the upside is that they could conceivably play together for And with 81 starts under their collective belts, the Badgers 
another three years. blockers naturally expect to help Dayne make some serious progress 
“| don’t think there’s any doubt that both of our tackles are going down the field. 
to be NFL players,” Alvarez said. “They're just a really good pair of — Herb Gould 
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WILLIE COHENS 


PRP he problem with defensive linemen, college football 
coaches say, is that there aren't enough big, athletic guys to 
. go around. And a disproportionate number of them happen 
to be attending college in Gainesville, Fla. 

A fellow like Willie Cohens, who happens to be a senior All- 
America candidate at the University of Florida, tries to describe 
the collection of versatility, talent, experience and depth, then 
smiles and sums it up with, “I guess we're in pretty good shape.” 

The Gators go six deep at tackle and six deep at end, a 
depth chart of 12 players who combined for 25 sacks last season. 
The team total, including blitzing linebackers, was a school-record 
50, and it’s better to not try to separate the two types of sacks 
between line and blitzes. Those linebackers and safeties are zipping 
through the line because the defensive linemen have the blockers so 
preoccupied that it has been easy-pickin’s for the Gator "backers. 

And now nearly everyone returns from a defense that ranked 
No. 2 in the country against the run and No. 12 overall. 
The past two years, the Florida defense has been among the 
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Quality and Quantity Makes Florida’s Front Fearsome 


wFLORIDAS = : Sa 
The Gators have most of the linemen back from a defense that amassed 
an amazing 50 sacks last season 
tt works like this: Tackles Ed Chester and Reggie McGrew eliminate the 
opposing inside running attack, and then everybody (including the tack- 
les) take turns pouncing on the QB. 
Taking advantage of that situation are Tim Beauchamp and Willie 
Cohens, swift, tough pass rushers with the athleticism to play linebacker 
Tackles Derrick Chambers and Gerard Warren along with ends Thaddeus 
Bullard and Anthony Mitchell are top of the line in co supporting cast, 


2. NORTH CAROLINA 
One by one, the Tar Heels go to the NFL and are replaced by somebody 
just as good. Even after losing two first-round NFL picks, they enter the 
season an elite group, with Russell Davis as the force inside, and a trio of 
ends with pro potential: Mike Pringley, converted tight end Ebenezer 
Ekuban and sophomore Stephon McQueen. 


3. FLORIDA STATE 
Imagine losing Andre Wadsworth, Reinard Wilson and Peter Boulware in a 
two-year period, but not experiencing much (if any) dropoff. Jerry John- 
son and Larry Smith are back from a unit that allowed just 51 yards rushing 
a game last year. Tony Bryant, Jamal Reynolds, Roland Seymour and 
David Warren continue the school’s incredible run of pass rushers. 


4. TENNESSEE © = a : 
The Vols boast both quality and quantity on the defensive front, although 
they have battled injuries that have led to inconsistency. Shaun Ellis, 
Corey Terry and DeAngelo Lloyd more than fill the end slots. Inside, Billy 
Ratliff and Darwin Walker could be all-world. 


5. MICHIGAN 
The loss of Glen Steele from fast year shouldn't be underestimated, but 
Josh Williams looks like the Wolverines’ most complete package since 
Mark Messner. NT Rob Renes had big plays in big games (lowa, Michigan 
State and Ohio State), and pro scouts are eyeing DE Juaquin Feazell. 


6. AUBURN | g = cate see iF —— 
The depth remains questionable, buf there is no denying the wealth of 
talent offered by the starting cast. Nose tackle Charles Dorsey fills the bill 
to perfection, Leonardo Carson is a dangerous player and Jimmy Brum- 
baugh succeeds with true grit. 


7. VIRGINIA 

With four returning starters and two key reserves the Cavaliers would top 
most conferences, but this group Is overshadowed by FSU and UNC. Tack- 
les Johnny Shivers and Antonio Dingle are superior athletes for their posi- 
tion, ends Patrick Kerney and Travis Griffith can play, with tackle Maurice 
Anderson and end Shannon Taylor quality backups. 


SANEBRASKAL_ = = eee SS 
Surely this group has to drop off the table after losing two first-round draft 
picks, But with guys like Mike Rucker (7,5 sacks, 15 TFL in a part-time role) 
and Chad Kelsay on the ends, and returning starter Jason Wiltz inside, the 
Huskers will be fine. 


9. KANSAS STATE x 
DT Damion Mcintosh, who switched from offense last season, developed 
Into a force by season's end, End Darren Howard has shown himself as a 
major pass rusher (11 sacks) and Jim Bob Clements plays with reckless 
abandon, bringing a wild element to the line. 


10. UTAH >) an ee =. 
The Utes have good experience up front, with Pene Talamaivao leading 
the way as one of the strongest tackles in the country, and Mike Thomas 
another active 300-pounder who creates problems. The depth is solid. 
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best in the country under defensive 
coordinator Bob Stoops. This season, it 
could be better than that, with three 
legitimate All-America candidates and 
nearly three times as many NFL 
prospects. 

“Our first four guys, now they can 
play,” said Rod Broadway, defensive 
line coach for the Gators. “Those guys 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


JARED DeVRIES 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


REGGIE McGREW 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


are as good as anybody.” 

And they're still being pushed for 
playing time in their own backyard. It 
all starts inside at Florida with senior 
tackle Ed Chester, a third team All- 
America selection last season and a 
rare combination of pass rusher and 
run stopper. But as impressive as 
Chester has been the past two sea- 
sons, his game is elevated when he's 
playing next to junior Reggie 
McGrew, who at 6-2, 305 pounds 
requires numerous double-teams and 
frees up Chester to make plays. 

The defense, Stoops stresses, is 
based on pressure from the front four, 
which enables the linebackers and 
secondary to play their aggressive, 
attacking style. 

“I don’t know if there are two bet- 
ter tackles in the country,” said Florida 
linebacker Johnny Rutledge. “They're 
different players, but they’re perfect 
for each other. When you're a line- 
backer, your job’s a lot easier with 
those two on the field.” 

The problem is, there have been 
times over the last two years where 
the two haven't played together 
because of various injuries. But that 
has also given Florida valuable and 
much-needed depth. The second 
team of sophomores Buck Gurley and 


©) Derrick Chambers could start as a tan- 


MIKE RUCKER . 


dem for many teams, and the third 
team of freshmen Gerard Warren and 
Tommy Moody — two strong 300- 


pounders — gives the Gators a bright future. 

“The young guys are still learning, but man, they're tough,” 
Chester said. “Those freshmen, potentially, could be better than 
all of us. We've got depth, but it is somewhat young depth.” 

The ends, on the other hand, have plenty of experience. 
Depending on game situations, the Gators will start with 
Cohens, a senior All-America candidate, and senior Tim 
Beauchamp, a second-team All-SEC pick last year. Junior 
Anthony Mitchell, who started three games as a freshman, and 
junior Thaddeus Bullard, the most physically gifted of the 
group, are the second team. 

Then there's the X-factor: Jevon Kearse. An outside line- 
backer, Kearse (6-5, 260) has end size with safety speed and will 
move to rush end in pass situations. 

“There’s no question he gives us a unique presence on 
defense, whether it’s at linebacker or end,” Stoops said. “A guy 
like Jevon needs to be on the field as much as possible.” 

If those 11 weren't impressive enough, the Gators have 
another potential star in waiting. Freshman Alex Brown (6-4, 


~D @ Pe = VC 
Ur SIVE Lo J J 
RANK NAME __ ___YR_HT__WT_ COLLEGE 
1. MikeRucker = Sr ~=— 66 ~=— 250 “Nebraska : 
2. RobaireSmith  —-s- Jr ~— 6-5 ~=—.264_=~MichiganState 
3. Mike Pringley _ _St 65 270 North Carolina 
4. Ebenezer Ekuban Sr 64 265 North Carolina 
5. Inoke Breckterfield Sr 5-1] 242 Oregon State 
6. John Abraham Jr 64 247 South Carolina 
7. Adewale Ogunleye Jr 64 260 Indiana 
_8. Andre Carter _$o 64 245 California 
9. ChrisHood  — S&r_— 63S 275 ~=Alabama 
10. KenyonColeman So 65 265 UCLA 
11. Willie Cohens Sr 63 269 Florida 
12. Montae Reagor Sr 62 254 TexasTech 


13. Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila Jr 64 
14. Sultan Abdul-Malik So 63 


235 San Diego State 
225 Southern California 


15. Jimmy Brumbaugh Sr 6&1 278 Auburn 
16. CoreyTerry Sr 63 250 Tennessee 
17. Leonardo Carson Jr 63 272 Auburn 
18. Tim Beauchamp Sr. 62 260 Florida 
19. Talance Sawyer Sr 62 260 UNLV 
20. MarquisGibson = Sr_~=62 225 Missouri 
21. TonyBryant —=-—s_ Sr_—64_— 268 :-—*Florida State 
22. Rosevelt Colvin _ Sr 63 245 Purdue 
23. Courtney Brown Jr 65 258 Penn State 
24. Adalius Thomas Jr 62 249 Southern Miss 
25. Scoit Blank Sr 61 258 North Texas 
OCYD tf PEEENICIVE 
UF WEFENSIVE TA 
RANK NAME YR_HT WI COLLEGE 
1. Jared DeVries Sr 64 275 lowa 
Reggie McGrew —s Jr ~=62 ~=—-302__—*Florida 
3. John Thornton Sr 63 300 West Virginia 
4. Damione Lewis So 62 275 Miami 
5. _Anionio Dingle Sr 63 302 Virginia 
6. Ed Chester Sr 64 283 Florida 
7. Jerry Johnson __ Jr 62 280 Florida State 
8. Gary Holmes St 67 329 Washington State 
9. Josh Williams Jr 63 271 Michigan 
10. Chris Combs Jr 66 270 Duke 
1]. Larry Smith Jr 65 288 Florida State 
12. Fred Robbins Jr 65 312 Wake Forest 
13. Albrey Battle _ Sr 63 289 Arizona State _ 
14. WillieHoward ss Jr ~=~64 = 278 Stanford 
15. MelvinBradley ss Sr_62 253 Arkansas 
16. Anthony McFarland Sr 61 290 LSU 
17. KellyGregg ss Sr-_~=~O 60) 285 = Oklahoma 
18. Casey Hampton So 6&1 307 Texas 
19. PeneTalamaivao Sr 65 304 Utoh 
20. Kenny Smith So 65 288 Alabama 
_21. Russell Davis Sr 64 278 North Carolina 
22. JohnEngelberger Jr 64 252 VirginiaTech 
_23, Johnny Mitchell. Jr_ 65 293 ISU 
24. Marquis Bowling Sr 62 250 Memphis 
25. Jerry DeLoach Jr 64 305 California 


Not Rated Due to Injury: Billy Ratliffe (Tennessee) 


245), who coaches have compared to Kearse and who plays the 
same linebacker and end positions, gives the Gators an even 
dozen for the foundation of an impressive defense. 
“Everything starts at the line,” Cohens said. 
And opposing offenses will probably end there, too. 
— Matt Hayes 
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Don’t Pester Big Kat With Two-Way Heisman Hype _ 


t’s not so much that it’s been done 

before — or even by whom it’s been 

done — that turns Andy Katzenmoyer 
off. His problem with it isn’t that a defen- 
sive player has already accomplished the 
feat, nor is it that as a born and bred Ohio 
State Buckeye he'd be sort of following in 
the footsteps of a Michigan man ... 

But hoisting collegiate football's most 
prestigious award just isn't something dri- 
ving him these days. 

“Winning the Heisman Trophy is no 
big deal to me,” said Katzenmoyer, who 
last season became the first OSU player 
and just the second sophomore ever to 
win the Butkus Award. “I don’t play col- 
lege football for individual awards, so I’m 
not all wrapped up in winning the Heis- 
man or doing something weird to try to 
win it.” 

Something weird, in Katzenmoyer's 
view, would be Charles Woodson-izing his 
involvement in the OSU game plan for the 
coming season, playing enough fullback to 
get some highlights on SportsCenter 
besides the ones he'll gain with his defen- 
sive abilities. 

OSU coach John Cooper promised all 
last season Katzenmoyer would be 
employed as a fullback, not sparingly, but 


Top INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


. 2 = a — - ‘| 
3. Sam Sword St 62 a Meher = . 3. Keith Newman 
4, Johnny Rutledge Sr 62 246 Florida _ a 4. KoryMino = Sr S285 Notre D 


liberally. Instead, Katzenmoyer saw only 
one play at that position. 

The attention for that single snap was 
overwhelming, even though Katzenmoyer 
came closer to holding than actually block- 
ing anyone on the play. 

Yet, of all the highlights to pick from, 
that one showed up on the reel with 
Katzenmoyer's monster tackle of Mis- 
souri’s Corby Jones and his interception 
return for a touchdown against Arizona 
when the Butkus Award voting was 
announced. 

“Andy got a lot of attention out of 
that, but it really wasn't a very good 
block,” Cooper said. “He could be a great 
fullback if we wanted him to play there, 
but Andy has never come to me and told 
me he wanted to do that. | would have 
played him there more if he had indicated 
more of an interest.” 

Cooper will wait a long time for that. 

“I'm not going to go over to him and 
say, ‘Yeah, | want to play fullback,’ ” 
Katzenmoyer said. “If | had a choice, I'd 
rather play tight end. Quite honestly, | 
think I have great hands. I honestly do, but 
I'm not going to ask to play there, either. 

“If they want me to play there, I'll play 
it. I'll do anything they want me to do to 


ANDY KATZENMOYER 


North Carolina. 


~-YSLST LYIGOY AB OLOHd 


LINEBACKERS 


5._Chris Claibome Jt____63 250 _ Southern California __ ore .._ James Hall irae 351 Michigan 


6. Brandon Short Jr 63 249 PennState 6. Rahim Abdullah Jt 66 Clemson 
7._Al Wilson Sr 60 226 Tennessee 7. Brendan Ayanbadejo_ Sr 62 a UCLA 
8. Peter Simon Jt 62-246 Oregon ; 8. Hannibal Navies" Sr 63 245 —_ Colorado 
9. Jeff Kelly St 60245 Kansas State 9. Phil Glover Sr 60-238 Utah 
“10. EricBaron St 63 226 Maryland 10. Parc Williams Sr 63 242 “Minnesota 
—ll,_lesterTowns sr (3 240 Washington __11. RaynochThompson Jr 63 217 Tennessee > 
12. DhaniJones Jr 62 225 Michigan : 12. JoJuanArmour Sr 61225 Miami (OH) 
13. JabarRobinson ss St_—S 62286 «Indiana SS __13. MarkSimoneau sr ~—— 6-0 ~~ 280 ~—— Kansas State 
14, Kenyatta Wright So 61232 OklahomaState 14. DanMorgan So 2215 Mimi 
15. JoyForeman = Sr S240 =Nebraska— 15. MikePeterson Sr 62 224 Florida 
16. BartinSimpson Jr 61-227 “Mississippi State 16. C.J.McLain S64 243 Arkansas, 
__ 17. MattBeck Jr 64 230 ~Califomia 17. BrandonSpoon ss Jr —~S 63S 235 ~——North Carolina _ 
__18. TonyD'Amato —s Sr_~——s«S) ~~ 246 «Utah State 3 18. Lamont Green St 63230 ~——s“ Florida State _ 
19. BianSmih Jr 63 252 UAB __ 19. Byron Thweatt So 65 230 Virginia 
__20._ Kelvin Moses S62 226 Wakeforest 20. HassanChampion Sr 61 — 228 Cincinnati 
21. ArmegisSpearman Jr 62 240 — Mississippi = 21. __LaVar Arrington So 63 226 PennState 
22. Travis Carroll So 6-4 228 Alabama ~~ 22. Travis Ochs sr 63 225 Kansas State 
23.__Marcus Bell Jr 62 230 Arizona 23. Brad Martin Sr 61 230 BYU 
24. Phil Clarke Sr 60 235 Pittsburgh 24. Donnie Spragan Sr 64 237 Stanford 
25. Nate Webster Nie) 60 220 Miami 25. Kevin McCullar Jr 63 240 Texas Tech 


Not Rated Due to Injury: Vernon Rollins (lowa) 


36 LiNDY’s FooTBalt ANNUALS 1998 


LINEBACKERS 


Top LINEBACKER Corps 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN help the team win. It’s just not 
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ANDY KATZENMOYER 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


_LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 
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SAM SWORD 


JEVON KEARSE 


DAT NGUYEN 


my place to say, ‘Play me here,’ 
or, ‘Play me there.’ ” 

Through his actions, the 6- 
4, 260-pound, 4.5-running 
Katzenmoyer has virtually com- 
manded he be employed in the 
middle of OSU's defense since 
his first day of practice. 

He was the first true fresh- 
man ever to start at linebacker 
for the Buckeyes, and wound 


up setting school records for his 


position with 12 quarterback 
sacks and 23 tackles for a loss. 
Those numbers dropped to 
two sacks and 13 tackles for 
loss last year when OSU 
replaced eight defensive 
starters off its 1996 Rose Bowl 
championship team, leaving 
Katzenmoyer the focal point of 


§ opposing blocking schemes. 


“We lost three pretty good 


| defensive players up front in 


Matt Finkes, Mike Vrabel and 
Luke Fickell, so teams were 
able to get one or two or 
sometimes more blockers at 
Andy,” said Fred Pagac, OSU’s 
defensive coordinator. “We 
didn’t blitz him as much as we 
did the year before, and we 
didn’t run as many all-out 
blitzes as we did his first year. 

“He still had a great year, 
though, and he still improved a 
lot. He went from being a guy 
with veteran players around 
him as a freshman to the guy 
we looked for to make plays for 
us as a sophomore, and he 
called all our signals for the first 
time, too. 

“That's a lot to put on a 


young kid like Andy. People 


forget he’s only halfway 
through his career. They expect 
him to play like a senior, but 
he’s not a senior yet.” 

Whether Katzenmoyer will 
ever be a senior at OSU is spec- 
ulative. 

No less authority than Buf- 
falo Bills All-Pro and former 
OSU All-American Chris Spiel- 


man, who has worked out with Katzenmoyer in the 
off-season, admits he was physically ready to go 


professional last year. 


Instead, Katzenmoyer bypassed the chance to 
become the eighth OSU player since 1993 to be taken 
in the first round with additional eligibility remaining. 

“| didn’t want to challenge the rule because 
there was too much for me to lose,” Katzenmoyer 


2.FLORIDA 

. _. Athletes abound: although t the > depth will have to be t proven. ‘Jevon Kearse is a. 
defensive end with safety speed, Mike Peterson flanks Kearse well and rarely rnakes 
a mistake. Johnny Rutledge is rock-solid inside. But if one of them gets hurt, some- 
body else will have to. grow up ina hurry, 


3. NOT NOTREDAME =——————s 
The focus of any defense fielded with coach Bob Davie strolling | the sidelines will the 
‘packers. Jimmy Friday and Bobbie Howard are emerging and Kory Minor is a 
proven commodity on the outside. Watch for sophomore Grant Irons to skyrocket, 


4.NORTH CAROLINA 
~~ Keith Newman and Brandon Spoon continue the school’s lineage of fabulous ath- _ 
letes who have that knack for the big hit. And coach Carl Torbush (formerly the 
defensive coordinator) has been stockpiling talent in guys like Tim Burgess, Sedrick 
Hodge, Quincy Monk, Merceda Perry and Shawn Woodard. 


5. OHIO STATE sy = 
The presence of Andy Katzenmoyer alone justifies ‘ranking. Outside ‘backs\Na’il 
Diggs and Jerry Rudzinski are perfect complements. Diggs is developing into a real 


pass rusher while Rudzinski is a stabilizing force who makes big plays. 


6. KANSAS STATE Mpa atts : scar 
The Wildcats’ starting tio of inside ‘backer Jeff Kelly and outside ‘backers Travis 
Ochs and Jeff Simoneau combined for 27 tackles and 47 tackles for loss last season. 
Kelly is on the verge of becoming a dominant force. 


7. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA : 
A junior, Chris Claiborne is one of the most complete and dominant inside lineback- 
ers Inthe country (NFL in 19997), while Mark Cusano has been extremely productive 
in his two years as a starter. The Trojans, though, need young players to step out of 


the shadow of “potential.” 


8. MIAMI | 
A staple in Miami's successful equation during its decade of dominance was a swift, 
aggressive, hard-hitting linebacking crops. Inside Nate Webster and Rod Mack are 
a top-drawer tandem, and on the outside, Michael Smith and Dan Morgan are 
honors candidates. 


9. PENN STATE oe 
The Nittany Lions’ one-two punch inside of Brandon Short and Maurice Daniels is 
physical and active, and swift OLB LaVar Arrington looked special in relief last year, 
and has Insiders talking in glowing terms. 


10. COLORADO STATE | 
While lacking size, the group has the guts, The Rams corps is among the most active 
and tenacious in the game, serving as the backbone of Sonny Lubick’s defense. 
Nate Kvamme and Rick Crowell charge from the outside slots with Willie Taylor serv- 
ing as the team leader on the inside. 


said. “I could have lost millions of dollars. If | had 
challenged the rule and not been picked in the first 
round, there’s millions of dollars right there. Plus, | 
enjoy college. 

“| decided a long time ago I was going to stay 
through this year and maybe through my senior 
year. I still haven't won a national championship 
here, and that’s what | want the most.” 

— Bruce Hooley 
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Ree ou rank wh the be! evr elded huncln 
| 4, ARIZONA STATE 


Although: depihis a concern — — Mitchell Reeanant $: SRGiTO absence _ 


_ for academics once again raised some questions but created practice 
work for backups — the Sun Devils can cover with any team (Courtney 
Jackson, J‘Juan Cherry are outstanding). The depth problems have 
coaches considering tailback J.R. Redmond as a potential nickel back. 


5. UCLA 


The Bruins lost a first-round guy from last year (safety Shaun Williams), but 


Eric Whitfield played a lot, and the hard-hitting strong safety Larry Atkins 
makes more plays in more ways than maybe any player in the country. 
CBs Jason Bell and Marques Anderson shared a starting job last season. 


6. CLEMSON 


Big-timers comeroack Antwan Edwards and safety Robert Carswell are 


supported by a terrific class of up-and-coming sophomores. Edwards 
was switched from safety fo comerback in the spring, and turned heads 
with his effort. Keep an eye on strong safety DoMarco Fox. 


7. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


This is one of the most experienced secondaries: Now it’s up fo CB Day- 
lon McCutcheon to make the big plays, FS Rashard Cook and CB 
Antuan Simmons to settle in. Strong safety David Gibson was incredibly 
active in 1997, and Grant Pearsall is back after missing ‘96 with an injury. 


8. FLORIDA STATE _ 


While this cast lacks n marquee names, it is s collectively solid at every y posi 


tion. Cornerbacks Troy Saunders and Tay Cody are excellent coverage 
comers supported by top-notch safety Dexter Jackson. 


9. TEXAS A&M 


The Aggies have their complete secondary back from last year, when 
they distinguished themselves for allowing just three touchdown passes 
all season. Now it is time to make big plays as well as prevent them. 


10. VIRGINIA 


With All-America safety Anthony Poindexter leading the way, you can 


expect a physical brand of football. Comerback Dwayne Stukes is bold, 
willing to go for the big play. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Former Gym Rat Leaps Into Elite Group on the Field 


LARRY ATKINS 


here was a time not so long ago when Larry Atkins more 
readily envisioned himself dunking over opponents for a 
living instead of tackling them in the open field. 

Given his choice as a senior at Venice High in Los Angeles, 
Atkins would have signed a letter of intent to play basketball at 
UCLA, rather than football. 

But there wasn’t much of a market at UCLA for a 6-3 forward 
who lacked serious ball-handling and jump-shooting skills. 

So Atkins, almost as an afterthought, signed with the Bruins’ 
football program, as then-head coach Terry Donahue saw in him 
some serious football potential. 

And now, not quite suddenly, Atkins is realizing that poten- 
tial. He’s become an All-American at strong safety, and these 
days gets his basketball kicks watching former summer AAU 
teammates such as Arthur Lee of Stanford do their thing in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

The evolution of Atkins — now just a shade under 6-4 and 
checking in at about 225 pounds — from gym rat to future NFL 
safety, gathered steam in the past two years largely because, well, 
he decided to really become a football player. 

It was pretty much that simple. He started thinking like a foot- 
ball player, studying the game for the first time. 

“My first couple of years here,” he said, “I still had a basketball 
mentality. I’d play basketball before and after football practice.” 


He always could run fast and he’s what UCLA coach Bob 
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LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN _ [oledo calls, “a real specimen and a 
i es talented athlete.” 


Atkins, though, emerged so 
quickly last season as a first-year starter 
that the Bruins’ opponents and Pac-10 
teams weren't ready for him. 

He made more big plays than any 
player in the league, with six intercep- 
tions, three recovered fumbles, six 
tackles behind the line, four sacks, two 
blocked kicks and forced a fumble. 

It was his two interceptions that 
tilted the field in Austin, Texas, and led 


Top SAFETIES 


DRE’ BLY the Bruins to their unbelievable 66-3 
rout of the Longhorns. - : 

LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN It was his interception and near- TES RORTEr Reon 195 Florida State 
length-of-the-field interception of a Pey- 15. Arturo Freeman 1 190 South Carolina 
ton Manning pass that helped put UCLA 16. Gary Berry 60 205 _ Ohio State 
back in the Tennessee game, which the 17._Johndale C St___ 62 196 _Utah State 
Bruins eventually lost, 30-24. And he 18.__Myron Te S__6-3"__-206" — Colorado state 

de key plays week after week durin ——}2._Aatian Beosle “ oo 195_ Purdue 
mre : SP PEEN ast Ss ._Tinker Keck Cincinnati 
UCLA's 10-game winning streak. Brad Ware Auburn 
“In high school. | just played. | did- 22. Harold Piersey _ S62 179“ Missouri 
n't watch much film, and when | did, it S: Roane Smith * 60. 228 Baylor 
._ Teako Brown if lorida 
was of the whole field, not the stuff we 25, Eric Thigpen a TEA 1067 ewer 


see now, where we see ourselves iso- 
lated and coaches break down every 
little thing you do,” Atkins said. 

CHAMP BAILEY He’s become even more of a foot- 

ball junkie since the team’s Cotton 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN Bowl victory evel Texas A&M. 
I'm leaming to pay more attention 

to the details of the game,” he said. 
“That way I can know what to expect, 
to anticipate, instead of just reacting.” 

It’s that kind of attention to detail 
that has helped him make what 
amounts to a quantum leap into the 
elite among a very strong group of 
safeties around the country. 


Not Rated Due to Injury: Tim Smith (Stanford) 


Atkins joins the elite group of ears — ap 178 
safeties that have donned the baby Dwayne Goodrich jt 60 +185 Tennessee 
blue and gold in Westwood. 13. Phil Nash S 60 197 Syracuse 
MARCUS RAY His teammate of last season, free 14. Tony Scott Jr 6-0 184 ___North Carolina State 
safety Shaun Williams, was drafted in 18. Tay.Gody So 5S ise Shoda ice 
the first round by the New York Giants — 16. Tim Guay = ol ee Ae 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN “et 17. Mike McKenzie st 190_ Memphis 
- ae eee Me April, becoming the seventh UCLA 18._ Erwin Swiney San ao 185 Nebraska 
F | safety to be selected in the past 10 NFL 19. Amp Campbell S60 186 Michigan State 
drafts. Go back a little further and you'll 20._ Jermaine Smith Je__S-11_195__ Washington 
notice that 25 Bruin defensive backs eee ee ee eee 
3 _ 22, Tray Crayton Sr 6-2 275 __ Pittsburgh 
(safeties or corners) have been drafted 23, NateTery Ss <62—*175~—S«West Virginio. 
in the past 25 years. 24, Riley Jefferson _—So_——«46-0~—*185_Rutgers 
If Atkins builds upon his junior sea- 25._Dwayne Stukes _ J S11 __—*2195__ Virginia 
son, his size and speed give him a Not Rated Due to Injury: Marshall Gordon (Tulsa) 


good chance to join a number of elite 

groups of UCLA safeties: There’s the first-round tra- (1991) and Marvin Goodwin (1993). 

dition of Williams, Kenny Easley (1981), Don Rogers And now Atkins, who a couple of years ago would 
Pe (1984) and Eric Turner (1991). And the All-America just as soon throw down a dunk as a ball carrier. 

LARRY ATKINS tradition that includes those three, plus Matt Darby — Frank Burlison 
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emo to Syracuse opponents 
this season: When in doubt, 
don’t punt. Oh, and kicking off 


isn’t such a hot idea, either. Not with 
Quinton Spotwood and Kevin Johnson 
both back for the Orangemen. 

The men of so many happy returns 
a year ago are waiting to see if they'll 
get their kicks again this fall. 

Chances are, they won't get kicked 
to too often. Not after the way they ter- 
rorized opponents last year. 

But it sure will be interesting to see 
which teams are either brave enough — 
or dumb enough — to test their special 
teams coverage against the dazzling 
return skills of Spotwood and Johnson. 

Think about this: 14 seconds into 
the last season, Syracuse had its first TD, 
courtesy of an 89-yard kickoff return by 
Johnson against Wisconsin, 

Or this: Spotwood returned four 
punts for touchdowns last year, tying an 
NCAA record. 

“Every time I’m back there for a 
punt, I think | can take it back,” said 
Spotwood. “] can't take every one back 
for a touchdown, but | think | can.” 

Johnson led the Big East Conference 
in kickoff returns with a 36.7-yard aver- 
age. Syracuse was third nationally in 


MARTIN GRAMATICA 


QUINTON SPOTWOOD 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 
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that category. 

But Spotwood and Johnson aren't 
merely special teams stars. Both are 
also big-play wide receivers. 

Spotwood caught 41 passes for 
797 yards (and eight more TDs). 

Johnson, once a disgruntled quar- 
terback reject, has finally taken to his 
new role. He had 32 catches for 612 
yards last year. 

Just something else for opponents 
to kick about. 

— Tom Luicci 
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KICKERS 


Don’t Be Stupid — Kick the Ball Out of Bounds Against Syracuse 
Top SPECIAL TEAMS 


1. KANSAS STATE 


if 
Martin Gramatica Is Teas AlAmerican kicker, with an amazing — 
19-for-20 on field goals, And James Garcia averagedinearly 44 yardsa- | 
punt. Gerald Neasman (33.9-yard average on KO retums), and David 
Allen (13.4-yard average on punt returns) are back. too: | 


2. SYRACUSE 
Kick and punt fo jfese Quys at your Own risk. And the: Orangemen aon | 
bad when they kick it, too; Nate Trout has made 2 of 33 FGs in career and 
P Doug Dunkin averaged better than 40 yards last year. 


3. MISSISSIPPI STATE __ 
Jackie Sherill al always has % stressed special feams and this group will’excel. 
PK Brian Hazelwood is solid and has shown annual Improvement. P Jeff. 
Walker (40-plus average), and Kevin Prentiss averaged 32, 2 yards on KOR. 


AUCIA 5 


EE een ner eect ee 


Chris Saller has the moe ace leg in colegs football. He has aver 
aged more than 4] yards a punt for three years (43.6 last year) and then 
made 19 of 24 FGs in 1997, ingpeing 15in.a row, with a Sé-yarder, 


5, NEBRASKA _ 


The Cornhuskers are ‘always blessed v with a ‘a plethora o of blazing kick eis 
ers and bruising coverage units, and with clutch kicker Kris Brown olready 
holding school records for field goals, this Ilsa very productive ise ole 


6. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA _ 


Le . FLORIDA S$ 


R. Jay Soward is one of the most ae KR in the game game (31 TDs), ‘and 
Adam ‘Abrams has a 10-FG streak, and has made 28 in his career. 


ATE 


S) --—— - -- - (ae ee ae 
Pudgy PK Sebastian Tenikowald ‘has become somewhat of a cult hero in” 
Tallahassee. Peter Warrick (13.4-yard average) might be the best punt 
returner in the country. 


8. VIRGINIA T TECH _ p 
Shayne hayne Graham is one oft the nation’s best kickers (19 of 23 FG). Punter 
Patil Kibble preted with o big leg last season (45.1 per punt). 


COLLEGE _ 


RANK NAME NRE At Wie ort 


. Rodney Williams Geo 1. Martin Gramatica Sc 59 = 170 Ss KansasState 
th =e ChrisSailer Sr 5-10 200 UCLA 7 2. KrisBrown Sr 5-10 205 Nebraska 
__ Shane Lechler _ Jt ee ‘oe eee AaM, 3. Chris Sailer Sr 610 200 UCLA 
a : 4. Hunter Smith St 62 218 NoleDame 
Nt 5. Jeff Hall St 60 182 Tennessee 
pa 6 ShayneGraham Jr 60197 Wiinia Tech 


7._James Garcia 
3. Chad Shrout 
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SCOPING THE NATION 


Who’ll Be Guests of Honor 
at the Big Fiesta? 


By Don Borst and John Hadley 
Lindy’s Football Annuals 


verybodly likes a party. 

And now that everybody is on the invitation list, the only 

question is, who will be the guests of honor for the big 
Fiesta being thrown in Tempe, Ariz., on Jan. 4, 1999? 

In the first season of the new four-year plan Bowl Champi- 
onship Series, every major college is on the long list for invita- 
tions — even 21 teams from the Pac-10 and Big Ten, and the 
24 teams from the Western Athletic Conference and Confer- 
ence USA. 

Three months of games will, hopefully, whittle down the 
field to two teams to be invited to the Fiesta Bowl as the 
guests of honor. 


Gotta have the players, gotta have the coaching, gotta 
have the schedule. 

If you've got those three things, in that order, you've got a 
shot. This season, eight teams appear to have the elements in 
place for an honest-to-goodness shot at the national champi- 
onship. And really, it’s only five teams, since three key games 
will automatically eliminate three teams: 

Florida, West Virginia, and the winners of the games pitting 
Ohio State-Michigan, Florida State-North Carolina, and 
Nebraska-Kansas State. 

We're picking Ohio State to overcome its Michigan jinx 
and beat Florida in Tempe. 


It isn't as though there is a bunch of guys in a room sitting 
around saying, “what we need are more bowl games.” But 
that’s what keeps happening ... more bowl games. 

Two more joined the postseason landscape — in Nashville 
and a second one in Honolulu — ballooning the number of 
bowls to 22. That’s 44 teams headed to bowls, which means 
39 percent of the Division I-A teams. 

Forget the 12 MAC, six Big West and seven “small inde- 
pendents,” except for the two bowl spots they are contracted 
for, and it means that 42 spots are available to 87 teams — 
and 24 of those teams are in the WAC and Conference USA, 
which automatically account for only four spots. 

That leaves 63 teams vying for 38 spots. 

Get it? That’s 60 percent of the major-college teams wind- 
ing up in bowls nowadays ... which means it’s gotten to the 


point that it’s no longer a big plus to get to a bowl ... just a big WISCONSIN RB RON DAYNE: THE MOST 
minus not to. IMPORTANT PLAYER IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL? 


PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 
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The last time 
Jack Daniel Distillery 
brought out a 


new whiskey, 
President Johnson wad 
in the White House. 


Andrew Johnson. 


| GentiemanJac 
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WILLIAMS CHASES HISTORY 

As Ricky Williams establishes his place 
in college football history, his name is 
being associated with a lot of college 
football legends. It’s like this: 

He’s known as “Little Earl,” and is on 
the verge of breaking Campbell's Texas 
school records. 

He won the award last year that is 
named for Doak Walker, which goes to 
the top running back in the country. 

He “pulled a Peyton Manning” by 
deciding to return to the Longhorns for his 
senior season. 

And he's chasing Tony Dorsett’s 
NCAA career rushing record. That sort of 
puts him in the company of Mark Mc- 
Gwire and Ken Griffey Jr., who have been 
chasing Roger Maris. 

It’s going to be fun to watch Ricky 
run. And if he runs for 1,928 yards, 
nobody will ever touch his new NCAA 
career record of 6,083 rushing yards. 


MOST IMPORTANT PLAYERS 

There are valuable players, outstand- 
ing players, underrated players ... all that. 
But none of those things quite defines the 
most important players in college football. 
That is to say most important to their 
teams; not just any teams, but ranked 
teams that have a chance to do some- 
thing special. 


POTENTIAL SKYROCKET 

Who's the next Washington State? 
Like the Cougars last year, and North- 
western a couple of years ago, somebody 
is bound to race out of the ranks of the 
unranked to make a run into the Top 10. 

Kentucky shapes up as a strong candi- 
date, with the nation’s top quarterback, 
and a program that made vast improve- 
ment in Hal Mumme'’s first season last 
year. Top 10 is way too ambitious, but a 
bowl game is very much in the sights of 
quarterback Tim Couch and the Wildcats 

.. and who knows? With Mumme’s pass- 

ing offense, Couch’s passing and a defen- 
sive coaching staff that expects grand 
improvement, Kentucky might just get 
carried away. 
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ON THE RISE 
We gave you Kentucky, but there are several teams ready 
to surprise: 


The Wildcats have big-play athletes, and have 
almost all of their key games at home. 


SieensessunserensstenssssnensnavasresnesscarssseutunecsvansstasssanceeestesViswersnvscoansestotsecretartesnssasneesenees 


With good experience and a soft schedule, 
Eagles look like they're poised for a rise. 


StF tbeeenadusteenserenestsnsnsmenssvsrscnaitrsereetensesernssbessnshaAensssrscernarertassesssnsteracreeesnseeeesenens 


Even though they won seven games last year, 


PUIMMNSINS, ........1....New coach, veteran cast could add up to bowl trip. 

KANSAS So many in-between teams in the Big 12 give 

cececennssnseusseegnsnsavaeeneennn sess PAYOAWKS AN OPPOMUMILY. ac scscecscassssesesennnnees 
The Big Ten always has a second-tier team rise 


up, and this year it looks like the Gophers. 


ON THE REBOUND 
After a disastrous 1997, these teams have plenty of reasons 
to wind up with a sensational 1998: 


Senvetereetreneee secs ARO steseveeseersnePeseunestessenseeersserereeeeseereHPeesHeseer tReet sueasenensneenarerd 


MIAMI, 5-6 Hurricanes have too much talent to stay down for long. 


ON THE SLIDE 

We're not talking about an endless slide, or a wrong-way 
program, or a team that spiked up in 1997 ... merely teams that 
are falling off their form: 


TEAM1997) THE PROBLEM ccc 
VIRGINIA TECH, 7-8 — The Hokies lost three of their last five games, 
sessestsepetneesteesneessereeseensse 200 Have only 11 retuming starters. 
10-3 SEC West champs had a great run, but both the 
cisisesrisssnserveovseesnvernseens ... Offense and defense due to Sl. cece 


Hawkeyes had their chance and fell short ... now 


Huskies had 10 players drafted, and have a 
ceseee SMTUNKEN SEMOK CASS. ac ccccsseeccssessnseesesereennes 


Cannot expect to beat Florida every year; 
especially with a team this young. 


WOODSONIZED 

It wasn’t that Charles Woodson started the trend of playing 
on both sides of the ball, but he certainly drew attention to it. 
Winning the Heisman Trophy has a way of doing that. 
Call it the Woodsonization of college football: 


TWO-WAY PLAYER TEAM oo. WHAT THEY DO ooo 
CHAMP BAILEY Georgia A superb corner whose team needs 
RESsEUNCAVEERCETUNTEPERTEDEIEDD «sso scvescccvasesevavnsaseseses the pass catchers. osc 
Arizona St. Tailback likes to lay the lumber as 
cttieg ikl: ani.) potential nickelback. ea 
LAMONT THOMPSON WashingtonSt. | Made a splash as a safety last year, 
Se TTATEECROTSTNRCIIIT«\ -sescasccssosvovavatessvecens and Cougars need WR help. |... 
Alabama Outstanding defensive player is also 


Sasehesssstsnsnarstsssinassecstessennenssesestrassuenre 


KATZENMOYER Ohio State Linebacker could get more snaps as 
a blocking fullback. 


_Biggest Games 


ae 


of the Year 


AUGUST 29 

Colorado State at Michigan State _ BCA Classic pits physical teams contending for Top 25 slots. 
AUGUST 30 

Purdue at Southern Cal Make or break for Trojans, while Boilers happy to be in Pigskin Classic. 
AUGUST 31 

Florida State vs. Texas A&M KO Classic winner is national title contender... which figures to be FSU. 
SEPTEMBER 3 (THURSDAY) 

Virginia ot Auburn Cavs hope to use this the way Tigers did in ‘97; as a launching pad. 
SEPTEMBER 5 

BYU atAlabomo What's this? Tide playing a reasonably good opponent in opener? 
Washington at Arizona State In 1996, ASU used home opener vs. UW to start run to Roses. 
Colorado vs. Colorado State Will this be passing of the torch in the state? 

Michigan at Notre Dame Wolverines try to pick up where they left off. Irish try to put past behind. 
Souther Miss at Penn State Eagles have the falent to win, but no pressure. 

Tennessee at Syracuse Lots of Orange, with only one leaving as solid Top 10 team. 

Ohio Stote at West Virginia Could furn out to be the game of the season. 

SEPTEMBER 12 

Arizona State at BYU Best in the Pac-10 visits one of the best in the WAC? 


Syracuse at Michigan tfeither team gets to 2-0, say hello to realistic title shot. 


Texas at UCLA _ Longhoms revisit Rout 66 looking for measure of satisfaction. 
SEPTEMBER 19 

LSU ctAubumn This turned out to decide SEC West champ last year. 

Texas A&M at Southem Miss Good matchup will be overlooked, but have national ramifications, 
Florida at Tennessee Vols never beat Gators with Manning ... can they do it without him? 
SEPTEMBER 26 

Southern Cal at Florida State Trojans played ‘Noles tough last year. But that was in LA. 
UCLA at Miami The other game of a California-Florida double-header. 
Michigan State at Michigan Unusual ring of who don't like each other. 
Washington at Nebraska Huskies are the lost visiting team fo win in Lincoln ('91). 
OCTOBER 3 

Penn State at Ohio Stote OSU has won big on Lions’ two previous Big Ten visits. 
Arizona State at Southern Cal Winner of this figures to be In Pac-10 race for long haul. 
OCTOBER 10 

Notre Dame at Arizona State Fiesta Bowl site makes for a nice regular-season game, too. 


Kansas State at Colorado Wildcats have passed Bufls In Big 12 ... CU doesn't like It. 
LSU at Florida Looks like practice game for the SEC championship game. 


Nebraska at Texas A&M Looks like practice game for the Big 12 championship game. 
Florida State at Miami Still has some of the best talent and worst feelings of any game. 
OCTOBER 17 

Virginia at Georgia Tech Aaron Brooks and Joe Hamilton ended '97 as hottest QBs. 
OCTOBER 24 

Missouri at Nebraska Who'll kick the last-second pass into the air to save the Huskers? 
Alabama at Tennessee Here's where we'll find out if Tide has substance. 

Miami at West Virginio WVU starts three-game series against other Big East contenders. 
OCTOBER 31 

North Carolina at Florida State This has become one of the toughest games of the year. 


Horida vs. Georgia (At J'ville) Gators are still hung over from last year's Cocktail Party loss. 


NOVEMBER 7 
Virginia at Florida State Big chance for Cavs; second tough hit in a row for FSU. 
Alabama at LSU Could be a West Division showdown In SEC. 
Penn State at Michigan Pan of the all-important Big Ten triangle. 

cuse at Wes! Virginia Looks like a showdown for Big East title ... again. 
NOVEMBER 14 
Nebraska at Kansas Stote Game of the year in college football? In Manhattan? Believe it. 
Wisconsin at Michigan Ron Dayne and great O-Line against the great Michigan defense. 
North Carolina at Virginia Vying for positioning behind FSU? Or, If one beats FSU ... 
UCLA at Washington Bruins hit the road for the toughest of Pac-10 trips. 
NOVEMBER 21 
Florida at Florida State This could have a lo! to say about who'll wind up In Fiesta Bowl. 
LSU at Notre Dame Rubber match after they split two games last year. 
USCatUCLA Always a glamour game with something on the line, maybe for both. 
Michigan at Ohio Stale _—_Planets are aligned for OSU to shed the jinx, but is that enough? 
NOVEMBER 27 
Arizona State at Arizona Desert duel could have the Rose Bowl on the line. 
Colorado at Nebraska _—_—_Buffs hope this game means something for them, too. 
Texas A&M at Texas Ricky Williams could be closing in on Dorsett by now. _ — 
NOVEMBER 28 
Notre Dame at Southern Cal__ Trojans haven't lost to Irish in three years. 
Miami at Syracuse Could decide the Big East champion again. 
DECEMBER 5 
Showdown Saturday SEC, Big 12, WAC championships ... and Army-Navy. 
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WINNING 
FOOTBALL 
SELECTIONS 


Honest 
Competent 
Knowledgeable 

| We've shown a profit all 
years we've been open! 
(and that’s the truth) 


Our Rates 
$65 Weekly 
$500 For the Season 


First week of the season 
free to new callers 
(other discount packages 
are available) 


You must win 
(53%), or your 
subscription 
fee will be 
refunded entirely! 
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TOP AWARD CANDIDATES — 


HEISMAN TROPHY 
OUTSTANDING PLAYER 
(DOWNTOWN ATHLETIC CLUB OF NEW YORK) 


._RICKY WILLIAMS, RB 
. TIM COUCH, QB 


3,_ANDY KATZENMOYER, LB 


1 
2 

3 

4. CADE McNOWN, OB 
5._RON DAYNE, RB 
6. DRE’BLY,CB 
7. BROCK HUARD, QB 
8, JOE GERMAINE, QB 
9, JAMAL LEWIS, RB 


MICHAEL BISHOP, OB 


TEXAS. 


; _ KENTUCKY : 
_ OHIO STATE 
. UCLA 


WISCONSIN 


NORTH CAROLINA 


WASHINGTON 
OHIO STATE 


_TENNESSEE 


KANSAS STATE 


1997 WINNER: CHARLES WOODSON, MICHIGAN 


OUTLAND TROPHY 
INTERIOR LINEMAN 
(FOOTBALL WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA) 


._ JARED DeVRIES 
KRIS FARRIS _ 

3, MIKE ROSENTHAL 
|. AARON GIBSON 

5. MATT STINCHCOMB 


IOWA. 


veo NLA 
_NOTREDAME 
WISCONSIN 


GEORGIA 


1997 WINNER: AARON TAYLOR, NEBRASKA 


DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 
QUARTERBACK 
(CHARITABLE TRUST OF FORT WORTH) 


1, TIM.COUCH 

._ CADE McNOWN 

. DONOVAN McNABB 
._DAUNTE CULPEPPER 
5. BROCK HUARD - 


KENTUCKY 
UCLA 


__. SYRACUSE 


CENTRAL FLORIDA 
WASHINGTON 


1997 WINNER: PEYTON MANNING, TENNESSEE 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 
RUNNING BACK 
(GTE/SMU ATHLETIC FORUM, DALLAS) 


.__RICKY WILLIAMS 
RON DAYNE 


3._ KEVIN FAULK 


._ AMOS ZEREOUE _ 
. JAMAL LEWIS 


TEXAS 


WISCONSIN _ 


“ WESTVIRGINIA 


__TENNESSEE | 


1997 WINNER: RICKY r WILLIAMS, TEXAS 


BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
WIDE RECEIVER 
(QUARTERBACK CLUB OF TALLAHASSEE) 


.__ PETER WARRICK 
.._ DAVID BOSTON 
3. TORRY HOLT 

._ CRAIG YEAST 
DWAYNE BATES 


__..FLORIDA STATE 
_OHIOSTATE 


N.C. STATE 
KENTUCKY 


__ NORTHWESTERN 


1997 WINNER: RANDY MOSS, MARSHALL 


10. 


NAGURSKI AWARD 
DEFENSIVE PLAYER 
(FOOTBALL WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA) 


1. ANDY KATZENMOYER, LB 


_DRE’ BLY, OB 


._JEVON KEARSE, LB/DE 


._ JARED DeVRIES, DT 


DAT NGUYEN, LB 
7. MIKE RUCKER, DE 
__ LARRY ATKINS, DB 
__ GARY STILLS, LB 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5. CHAMP BAILEY, CB _ 
6 
7 
8 
9 


REGGIE McGREW, DT__ 


OHIO STATE 


_NORTH CAROLINA 


FLORIDA 
IOWA 


GEORGIA _ 


TEXAS A&M 
NEBRASKA 
UCLA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
FLORIDA 


1997 WINNER: CHARLES WOODSON, CB, MICHIGAN 


LOMBARDI AWARD 
LINEMAN/LINEBACKER 
(ROTARY CLUB OF HOUSTON) 


._ ANDY KATZENMOYER, LB 


. JARED DeVRIES, DT 


._ JEVON KEARSE, LB/DE 


|. MIKE RUCKER, DE_ 
5. DAT NGUYEN, LB 


OHIO STATE 
IOWA 
FLORIDA 
NEBRASKA 
TEXAS A&M 


1997 WINNER: GRANT WISTROM, NEBRASKA 


BUTKUS 


AWARD 


LINEBACKER 
(ATHLETIC CLUB OF ORLANDO) 


.__ ANDY KATZENMOYER 


._ DAT NGUYEN 
._JEVON KEARSE 
SAM SWORD 

.. BRANDON SHORT 


OHIO STATE 


_TEXAS A&M 


FLORIDA 
MICHIGAN 
PENN STATE. 


1997 WINNER: ANDY KATZENMOYER, OHIO STATE 


JIM THORPE 


AWARD 


DEFENSIVE BACK 
(ATHLETIC CLUB OF OKLAHOMA CITY) 


1, DRE’ BLY 
2._ CHAMP BAILEY 
3._MARCUS RAY 

4. LARRY ATKINS 
5._ANTOINE WINFIELD 


NORTH CAROLINA 
GEORGIA 
MICHIGAN 

UCLA 

OHIO STATE 


1997 WINNER: CHARLES WOODSON, MICHIGAN 


LOU GROZA AWARD 
PLACEKICKER 
(PALM BEACH COUNTY SPORTS AUTHORITY) 


|. MARTIN GRAMATICA 
._ KRIS BROWN 

3. CHRIS SAILER 

}. HUNTER SMITH 

._ JEFF HALL 


KANSAS STATE 
NEBRASKA 
UCLA 

NOTRE DAME 
TENNESSEE 


} 


BOWLS FOR 1998 SEASON 


SATURDAY, DEC. 19 
LAS VEGAS BOWL, LAS VEGAS 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 23 
MOTOR CITY BOWL, DETROIT | 


FRIDAY, DEC. 25 
HAWAII CHRISTMAS CLASSIC, HONOLULU 
ALOHA BOWL, HONOLULU 


SATURDAY, DEC. 26 
INSIGHT.COM BOWL, TUCSON 
SUNSHINE FOOTBALL CLASSIC, MIAMI* 


TUESDAY, DEC. 29 
MUSIC CITY BOWL, NASHVILLE 
ALAMO BOWL, SAN ANTONIO 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 30 
HUMANITARIAN BOWL, BOISE 
HOLIDAY BOWL, SAN DIEGO 


THURSDAY, DEC. 31 

SUN BOWL, EL PASO 

LIBERTY BOWL, MEMPHIS 

PEACH BOWL, ATLANTA 2 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL, SHREVEPORT 


FRIDAY, JAN. 1 


OUTBACK BOWL, TAMPA 


GATOR BOWL, JACKSONVILLE 
FLORIDA CITRUS BOWL, ORLANDO 


COTTON BOWL, DALLAS 
ROSE BOWL, PASADENA 
SUGAR BOWL, NEW ORLEANS 


SATURDAY, JAN. 2 
ORANGE BOWL, MIAMI 


MONDAY, JAN. 4 
FIESTA BOWL, TEMPE, 7:30 P.M., ABC 


*Note: Formerly known as Carquest Bowl; tentatively scheduled 
for Dec. 26 or Dec. 29 
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co mM PUTER 


COLLEGE 


FOOTBALL 


IBM e- PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC STRATEGY/SIMULATION 
COMPUTER GAMES ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn't like the way last season went? 

Would you like to take on Nebraska and Michigan? Or, how 
about ‘92 Alabama against ‘62 Alabama or ‘72 USC or 
even ‘24 Notre Dame with the “Four Horsemen”. 
Well...with 3 in 1 Football you can do just that and 
much, much more! 


With 3 in 1 Football you can play any of OVER 800 total 
teams. Both College & Pro. Virtually every one of the 
I-A and I-AA teams from 1997 are included 
as well as the Pro teams from last year. The WFL, WLAF 
and USFL teams are also available. Many, many of the 
greatest College and Pro teams of all time are there, too. 
‘63 Navy, ‘67 USC, ‘71 Oklahoma, ‘45 Army 
and the list goes on and on. 


3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. computer or computer 
vs. computer. It has an end of game scoring summary, full 
team and individual player stat breakdowns. Stats 
compiler, Standings and League Leaders, you can draft, 
trade or input your own players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team to victory you'll be 
amazed at how realistic your QB's, running backs, 
receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also included. The entire 
1997 college or Pro schedules can be played by hitting a 
few keystrokes. And if over 800 college and Pro teams 
still isn’t enough, there are many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL COLLEGE SEASONS DISKS 
1956-74, 77-80, 83-95 
Pick any 5 seasons for $39.95 
ORDER TODAY! 

Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $4.00 for shipping and handling. 

For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 


Visit our Web Site at www.Ihgames.com 
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FEW COACHING CHANGES FOR A CHANGE 

Frank Solich takes on the role of most-watched new college 
football coach of the decade, considering that he is taking over 
for Tom Osborne at Nebraska. It’s sort of a can’t-win situation for 
the career Cornhusker; Osborne led NU to national champi- 
onships in three of the past four seasons. 

Osborne was one of only 14 Division I-A coaches to leave after 
the 1997 season (retired, fired, etc.), which means more than twice 
as many will probably get dumped after the coming season. 

Here is a handful of guys who are on what is traditionally 


BACKUP QB: MORE THAN INSURANCE 

Long known as “insurance policies,” these days backup quar- 
terbacks are far more than that because of the way the too big, 
too athletic defensive linemen treat the passers. Teams simply 
cannot expect to get through a season with one quarterback. 

Here's a glance at some of the best backup QBs — yes, guys 
who have proven they can win, and of course, who would be 
starting at 90 percent of the programs in the country. 

In fact, some of them could win their starting jobs outright 
sooner than later: 


known as the hot seat, although in this day and age, everybody's 
on the hot seat at all times it seems in college football: 


COACH TEAM COMMENT si ‘ws —iiststi‘éa Se co Jason Maas (Akili Smith) oo. 
MIKE O'CAIN N.C. State "Still looking over shoulder Ae : 

JIM CALDWELL = Wake Forest Appears to have his best team to date and ARIZONA occ. Keith Smith (Ortege Jenkins) oo... 
COREL SePeeDEe SLR EaaaS Svs cayvsseyvasenconesans needs to Make SOME MAY. csc cecsssunrees : : 4 

BRADSCOTT —_ South Carolina This program isn’t resembling FSU, like it was BRIGHAM YOUNG Drew Miller (Kevin Feterik) ooo... 
RE RECRT A TIPE RUES TIRED. «15 aectaasqecucssqeaeane SD POSE tO ec astossa cuseanessencoares¥Rconsnseistsy : 

DICKTOMEY Arizona Received a renewal, but not an extension, ce MICHIGAN occ Scott Dreisbach (Tom Brady)... 
ete 5 PT oa. scssccgccorennnns SEY FODUITES YOR ssscangnnssssseneccernen 

TERRY BOWDEN Aubum Always on the hot seat with Tiger fans. FLORIDA STATE Dan Kendra (Chris Weinke) 


PERFECT FITS 

When a program changes coaches, one aspect that is often overlooked is how well the coach fits, not just for the program, but for 
the individual talent that he will have an effect on. A coach doesn’t always have to tear down a program in order to build structure, and 
indeed the best coaches find ways to get the most out of the players they inherit, while still building the program for the future — much 
like Purdue's Joe Tiller did last season with quarterback Billy Dicken. 


Here are five players who could pay instant dividends for new coaches because their skills “fit” the roles scripted by their mentors. 


Fe rea gM RR cesar cereee cae cP Econ arer5 cant annne TT accscannneessionceeaiseiunscceasnceasnseceahpecantceesesesiuiseensenncsiotnnvensees 
LOUISVILLE John L. Smith Chris Redman, QB Smith will provide the offensive scheme and autonomy necessary for 
cseosseensopunsoseneensynnnnnensnagenansseeonsesannseeeesennenseesnumnnunneesiiitunsettesiuusssssteninsanneeAtedman to become one of the premier passing forces in the country. 
SOUTHERN CAL Paul Hackett Chad Morton, RB After playing mostly defense in '97, Morton is now strictly an offensive 
MoS ee a ee player. Hackett loves his explosive speed and will get him the ball. 
TEMPLE Bobby Wallace Kevin Harvey, QB Wallace is known for adjusting his schemes to talent, hence installing 
(Bee ECE oe RNEONECEEE, «x 5c5s<icscossenscetvavcatccotacnceser eittenenesnsécecatnnesascoisnsecadosadecgecssgigeeess the Slot-| option, with the shifty Harvey free to tote or throw the ball. 
ARKANSAS Houston Nutt Clint Stoerner, QB The Hogs are the SEC darkhorse, because of experience, and because 
eee ee EE cae ccna org Sud scbschessremrenteseresanash eypaccnecontheebscoessinascassodeKsvserseseesce of Nutt’s offense — which he'll ask Stoemer to run ... or rather “throw.” 
NORTH CAROLINA Carl Torbush Ebenezer Ekuban, DE Former defensive coordinator is now head coach, and might play great 


athlete at tight end as well as defensive end. 


FILLING THE BIGGEST SHOES 
Everybody replaces somebody. And everybody gets replaced by somebody. But when the somebody getting replaced rates as one 
of the 10 best, most high-profile players in college football, the somebody doing the replacing has some extra big shoes to fill: 


_WHO'S SHOES? TEAM, POS. oo. EM ated RR COMIN sce ctecs a atest eaesc sce etstancasibtatcacbvanpasnewtin 
Charles Woodson. Michigan, CB... James Whitley... Played a lot last year in nickel situations: oo cesssesnsssseeenne 
Peyton Manning Tennessee, QB... Tee Martin... Bigger, faster, stronger arm... but he hasn’t played yet... 
Ryan leaf... Wash, State,QB_ Steve Birnbaum. Missed spring with knee injury, but nobody else stepped up......... 
ScottFrost Nebraska, QB... Bobby Newcombe Spectacular runner will run MOre OPtior. oc cscssseescussnneseseeens 
Curtis Enis... Penn State, RB. Chris Eberly... Eberly’s so-so spring opens door for move by FB Aaron Harris. 
Andre Wadsworth Florida State,DE Roland Seymour Sophomore is competing with David Warren for starting job... 
Randy Moss... Marshall, WR... LaVorn Colclough Not a replacement, per se, but he'll pick up the slack. oo... 
.Brian Griese... Michigan, QB... Tom Brady... S9PhOMore winning battle with former starter Scott Dreisbach. 
Skip Hicks 0 UCLA, RB DeShon Foster True freshman will compete with 1997 DaCKUPS. oo ccsessnsee 
RW McQuarters Oklahoma State,CB J.B. Flowers Was a starter last year before flunking out, and now he’s back. 
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As Charlie 
Weatherbie 
begins his fourth 
season as the 
head football 
coach at the U.S. 
Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Mary- 
land, broken 
records litter the 
athletic fields. 

The Midship- 
men set seven 
new school 
records in 1995, 
33 the next year, 
and 34 and two 
NCAA marks in 1997 under Weatherbie, who signed a 10-year 
contract extension after the ‘96 season. This is understandable 
after he led Navy to a 9-3 season in '96, including a 42-38 victory 


KEEPING THE FAITH 


OSU's FCA Huddle. Shirley visited Weatherbie while in the hospi- 
tal, and shared with him the love and message of Christ. 

“At that time | knew | wasn’t living for God, but rather for 
Charlie and football. Kent shared some verses from the Bible with 
me, Psalm 37:23-24. | rededicated my life at that time. | then 
began to get more involved with FCA, going on a crusade with 
five other OSU athletes, to talk to high schools in Panama City, 
Florida. I've pretty much stayed involved ever since,” remembers 
Weatherbie. 

Barry Spofford, FCA Maryland State Director, says, “Charlie is 
an outstanding role model and leader. He has greatly impacted 
the lives of his players both professionally and spiritually.” 

The FCA tradition continues to be a part of Weatherbie’s fam- 
ily, as well. His wife, Leann, and two sons, Lance and Jonas, have 
spent time together at FCA summer camps, and Weatherbie has 
also served as a coach at FCA Football Camp. He shares, “When 
my family first went to FCA camp with me, they saw that you can 
be an athlete and be a Christian. They saw that there's nothing 
about a Christian that’s a sissy. You don't have to be a weak per- 
son to be a Christian. 


Beyond the Horizon 


over California in the Aloha Bowl, becoming the third coach in 
school history to win a bowl game. After posting a winning 
record again last season, Weatherbie was named the Eastern Col- 
lege Athletic Conference* Coach of the Year. 

Weatherbie looks beyond the horizon when it comes to help- 
ing his players realize their fullest potential on and off the field, 
and he realizes the impact he makes on young people as a coach 
will last a lifetime. 

“As teachers, we're going to be held accountable. | look at it 
(coaching) as a privilege, and yet I am very cautious to make sure 
I'm doing the right things,” said Weatherbie. “Young men and 
women are hunting for role models, people they can look up to, 
to be their mother or father while their parents aren’t there.” 

A 1977 graduate of Oklahoma State University, he played 
quarterback there from 1974-76. He also played quarterback in 
the Canadian Football League during 1979-80, but most of his 
career he has spent coaching. Schools where he has been an 
assistant coach include Wyoming, Air Force and Arkansas. He 
was head coach at Utah State before coming to the Naval Acad- 
emy in 1995. 

Weatherbie knows that in order to truly be an effective coach 
and teacher, he must first set an example in how he lives and 
relates with others. “We've got an excellent staff here, and we 
pray before every staff meeting we have,” he said. “Prayer is very 
prevalent in what we're doing. | just hope that we can touch 
young men’s lives in the right direction. | look at coaching the 
youth of America as a great opportunity and blessing.” 

Opportunity being taken away from Weatherbie played a big 
role in helping him make a decision to follow Christ. During his 
junior year at OSU, Weatherbie found himself in the hospital with 
a broken collarbone, this at a time when his team was 4-0, having 
just defeated the No. 3 team in the country, Arkansas. Kent 
Shirley played football with Weatherbie and was a leader in 


“Those camps showed my kids that God’s always there for 
you, and that it isn’t Him that leaves you, but it’s you that leaves 
Him. Both of my sons profess to be Christians, and my wife has 
grown closer to other Christian wives and has been a very strong 
supporter to me and helps me a great deal.” 

The FCA Huddle at Navy continues to be a system of support 
and outreach for many, and Weatherbie believes it is making an 
impact. “The thing I see with FCA that is so neat is that it’s non- 
denominational and it’s Christ-centered. It doesn’t matter what 
kind of sport you play, or even if you play a sport. It brings a lot 
of people together that may not even go to church. As a coach or 
an athlete, you have the opportunity to invite someone who may 
end up meeting Christ.” 

Prior to Weatherbie making a decision for Christ, he had 
some reservations. He basically thought that if he turned his life 
over to God, he’d have to become a preacher. A pastor who 
served as chaplain to OSU’s football team helped Weatherbie 
understand that God would use him wherever he was. Weather- 
bie recalls, “That pastor told me, ‘God will use you in whatever 
profession you choose to go into. He will put you in the position 
He wants you in. If you're living for God on a daily basis, and 
you've turned it all over to Him, then the desires of your heart are 
also God's desires for your life.” 

Putting God's plan ahead of his own is Weatherbie's strategy 
for success. As the head football coach at Navy, he will face 
obstacles just like other coaches. Many would say, though, that 
he’s off to a good start. He’s looking well beyond the horizon. 

— Will Greer 

Reprinted with permission from Sharing the Victory, the 
official publication of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

*Navy is an independent in football, but the ECAC recog- 
nizes the school in its awards as it competes in the league in 
other sports. 
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HE WEARS DREADLOCKS, has the tat- 


toos and body piercings that cry out “NOTICE ME”, yet gets 
chills when he sees a young man in San Diego wearing a Texas 
jersey. His Texas jersey. 

Ricky Williams is being noticed, all right. 

He goes to the football awards dinner in Orlando to be 
honored for winning the Doak Walker Award, and meets the 
best college football has to offer. 

You're great, gushes Peyton Manning. 

You're the man, praises Ryan Leaf. 

You should have been in New York, says the man who was 
the toast of that town, Charles Woodson. 

And Ricky Williams? 

He probably should have been with them in New York for 
the Heisman Trophy presentation in December and for the 
NFL draft in April. 

But he’s busy just being Ricky. 

“He was just flabbergasted they knew who he was,” says 
John Bianco, UT sports information director for football. 

And then he flabbergasted fans of the Texas Longhorns, 
and much of the college football world, when he declared his 
intentions for the 1998 season. This was the guy who led the 
nation in rushing and scoring as a junior, had been projected as 
a top five NFL draft pick, sitting before the bright lights and the 
nest of microphones at once wanting what he had to say to be 
a big deal, yet wondering why it was. 

When he talked, his mom, friends and the gathered media 
and staffers and fans paid no heed to the silver post and stud 
in his tongue nor the since-healed piercing of his left nostril, 
nor the dagger tattooed on his chest, or the Mighty Mouse 
inked on his shoulder. 

He spoke quietly and sincerely, words coming from the 
heart, but then taking a meandering route that led the listeners 
to first think he was leaving, then staying, then leaving, until he 
finally uttered the words, “... and that's why I'll be back for ...” 


He finished the sentence, but you'd have to have been a 
lip-reader to know what he said, what with secretaries scream- 
ing, fans cheering and coaches buzzing. 

On the fridge of Williams’ apartment is a photocopy that 
reads, “Don’t follow me, | may not lead. Don’t lead me, | may 
not follow. Just walk next to me and be my friend.” 

“I don’t have an ego,” Williams says. “I never thought | was 
that good.” 

He knows better now, or at least should. Here is a college 
student, who thumbed his nose at a great first job; who has no 
clue about what type of insurance policy his mom and attorney 
have worked out for him, saying the only insurance policy he 
needs is his degree; who wished his decision to return for his 
last year would have been as easy — and unheralded — as that 
of your average frat boy business major. 

The truth remains: Ricky Williams is not average, not in any 
way imaginable. 

And yet ... 

Driving north on Interstate Highway 35, moments after her 
son had announced that he would return to school to make as 
many people happy as possible, starting with himself, Sandy 
Williams heard her cell phone ring. 

She answered. 

“Hey,” said the voice on the other end. It was Ricky. 

“Um ...” he asked sheepishly, “do you have any money?” 

Sandy Williams had to laugh. Moments earlier her son had 
passed on the instant millions and was now trying to bum a 
twenty from his mom. She couldn't let him off that easy. 

“Ricky,” she said, “I just saw you. Why didn’t you ask 
then?” 

“Aw, mom ...” 


TWO MONTHS LATER, te is talking about his deci- 
sion to return for his senior season, why he did what he did. 
He is wearing a Boston Red Sox hat, a sweatshirt and baggy 
jeans. During the interview he puts on a pair of sunglasses 


Just 
gets willlam 


And Being the Top 
Running Back In the Country 
Doesn't Hurt, Either 


By Mark Wangrin 
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(because they're there), and 
tells the frequent female 
caller on his cell phone that, 
yes, he'll get back to her if 
she'll just be patient and not 
call every 10 minutes. 

If you didn’t know Ricky 
Williams, hadn't seen him 
arrive on campus three years 
earlier with an engaging 
naivete and soft voice that 
belied his striking physical 
power, didn't know of his 
academic strength, his gentle 


oN HAS GONE BEFORE 


Since Tony Dorsett completed his career in 1976 with an NCAA Division 
I-A record of 6,082 yards, Ricky Williams is the first player with even 
an outside chance to break the record with a big senior 

season. He’s the first player to enter a season within 2,000 yards of 
Dorsett’s amazing mark. 

Four top backs since then could have been in position to 
challenge the record, but each left for pro football after their junior 
seasons. 

Here’s a look at Williams and the other four who might have 
had a chance to pass Dorsett: 


PLAYER meee NEEDED one nature with kids, his confi- 
Herschel Walker, Georgia, 80-82 5,259 824 1,752 dence that threatens, but 

Marshall Faulk, San Diego State, 91-93 4,589 1,494 1,530 never boils over into arro- 
Troy Davis, Iowa State, 94-96 4,382 1,701 2,185 gance, you might think he 
Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech, 94-96 4,219 1,864 2,084 was rude 

Ricky Williams, Texas, 95-97 4,155 1,928 1,893‘ Tony Dorsett, the chasee , 


You'd be wrong. 
For when it comes to 
Errick Lynn Williams, who at 


| AMS’ 20 years old turned down the 
multimillion dollar contract 
REC he'd dreamed about in his 


early hardscrabble days in 
San Diego, what you think 


Since Texas running back Ricky Williams has returned for a fourth sea- you see is not always what 


son as a Longhorn, several long-standing NCAA records are within his 
reach. Tony Dorsett, Herschel Walker, Barry Sanders ... Here’s a glance you get. : Rat 
at what he needs to rewrite the Division I-A record book: | always say he’s weird, 


Ricky Williams, the chaser 


CAREER RUSHING YARDAGE 

6,082 Tony Dorsett, Pitt (1973-76) 

4,155 Ricky Williams, 1995-97 (current rank, 37th) 
1,928 For Williams to break record (1997; 1,893) 


200-YARD GAMES 

11 Marcus Allen, 1978-81 

7 Ricky Williams 

5 For Williams to break record (1997: 7) 


HIGHEST AVERAGE PER GARRY (minimum 781 rushes) 
6.1 Archie Griffin, Ohio St. 72-75 (845 for 5,177) 
6.4 Ricky Williams (650 for 4155) 


RUSHING TOUCHDOWNS 

64 Anthony Thompson, Indiana, 1986-89 
45 Ricky Williams (current rank: tie, 17th) 
20 For Williams to break record (1997: 25) 


TOUCHDOWNS 

65 Anthony Thompson, Indiana, 1986-89 
47 Ricky Williams (current rank: 8th) 

19 For Williams to break record (1997: 25) 


GAMES WITH A TOUCHDOWN 
31 Ted Brown, NC State, 1975-78 
Tony Dorsett, Pitt, 1973-76 
Glenn Davis, Army, 1943-46 
24 Ricky Williams 
8 For Williams to break record (1997: 10) 


WITH TWO OR MORE TOUCHDOWNS 
20 Anthony Thompson, Indiana 1986-89 
14 Ricky Williams 


7 For Williams to break record (1997: 8) 


says Sandy Williams, who has 
a mother’s right to pass such 
good-natured judgment. “I 
just had to let him go, and 
trust it would be okay.” 

“Time and time again, 
with Ricky ... well, he sur- 
prises a lot of people,” 
says childhood friend Chad 
Patmon. 

Beneath the dreadlocks, 
and behind the reflector 
shield he wears on his face- 
mask, underneath the No. 34 
jersey he'll wear this year, 
there’s this Ricky Williams: 

As a junior high student 
he dreamed of playing in the 
NFL, with a big house in La 
Jolla, a Rolls-Royce, Land 
Rover, Lamborghini, Harley 
and a nice yacht. But six 
years later, with all that’s 
standing between him and 
those dreams being a 10-sec- 
ond fax of his signed declara- 
tion for the NFL draft, the 
college kid who slept with his 
helmet in high school, and 
says he'd still do it if the UT 
equipment man would let 
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him, decides to wait another year. 

Then he can put his plan to work. Fat 
contract, endorsements, shoe contract, the 
high life? Well, no. He remembers how his 
mother, Sandy, would buy Ramen noodles 
eight packs for a dollar, mix in a couple of 
cans of peas and green beans and have a 
feast for “The Four Musketeers” (as Sandy 
called herself, Ricky, his twin sister Cassie 
and younger sister Nisey). He remembers 
eating pork and beans like it was breathing. 
Rest assured that of the millions he'll make 
as a likely top five NFL draft pick — he 
would have been in that neighborhood this 
year — he'll not be stocking his shelves 
with Ramen or Van Camp's. 

His plan? Make millions; take care of 
his sisters and the mother who was mar- 
ried with three kids at 21, divorced at 25 and working a gov- 
ernment job for $5.50 an hour while going to night school; 
invest wisely and then retire to teach history at a grade school, 
where he'll “make the students call me Ricky.” 

He played baseball over the summer, as he's done in the 
low levels of the Philadelphia Phillies organization the last 
three summers. Still can’t hit the curve ball, but he wants to 
play. Next year, too, in the NFL offseason, even if he’s at 
some backwater Double-A town. 

Ask him about his baseball career and he might bring up 
the game where he jumped to rob a batter of a home run, 
missed it by at least a foot and lost his glove over the six-foot 
fence. Then he'll describe how he jumped the fence, threw his 
glove back on the field, then climbed back in. “Everybody was 
clapping and laughing,” he says with a giggle. 

That's Ricky. 


WHAT YOU SEE is a fan of Bob Marley and reggae 


music, who studies Rastafarianism. What you get is a kid who 
doesn't even drink. 

“Just because people like classical music, doesn’t mean 
they waltz all the time,” Patmon explains. 

What you see is an imposing 6-1, 220-pounder who'd just as 
soon run over someone as around him. What you get is a high 
school linebacker who was kidded by his teammates that he 
sounded like a mouse when he called out the defensive signals. 

What you hear is a workhorse who said he needed 20-25 
carries a game (when he was only getting 17), but who duti- 
fully blocked for understudy Priest Holmes and quarterback 
James Brown in an upset win over Nebraska and privately 
called it one of his best games ever. What you hear is a mod- 
ern athlete who felt he made a commitment to the University 
of Texas out of Patrick Henry High School three years ago and 
stuck to it, but when asked about the joy his decision causes 
Longhorn faithful he shrugs and says, “They don’t understand, 
because | didn’t do them a favor, | was doing it for myself.” 

What you see is an impulsive man-child, who got his ears 
pierced when he was 10 and a Mighty Mouse tattoo when he 
was 16, yet who calmly explained to his mother that, yes, he 
had considered what it would be like to be a 40-year-old busi- 
nessman with a cartoon rodent on his arm. He didn't have a 
problem with it. 

What there was was a young boy who had to undergo 
anger-control counseling to deal with his father’s desertion, 
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who took karate at the urging of his mom 
who thought it would give him an outlet 
for his frustrations. “All that did was make 
him fight better,” his mom laments. What 
there is is a laid-back young man who 
shrugged off an arrest by a campus cop 
last fall after he rolled through a stop sign 
(Williams told the policeman his name was 
Ricky, not Errick, and so the cop hauled 
him in. The cop was subsequently fired, 
then later rehired), 

There is now a mellow soul of whom 
his best friend since childhood, fellow 
Longhorn Patmon, would say, “I’ve never 
seen him mad.” 

What you see is Ricky, not Errick, 
because Errick is the name of the father 
that deserted him when he was 5, who a 
few years later would walk past the young boy and sisters 
without a hint of recognition, who to this day has nothing to 
do with his daughters by Sandy Williams though he has kept in 
touch with Ricky. What you get is a Ricky who plans to set up 
a trust fund for the four children his absentee father has with 
his second wife to make certain they have a chance to go to 
college. 


THERE IS THE college football player, happy he 


returned to school for his last year, eager to have a shot at 
Tony Dorsett’s NCAA rushing record, another year at college 
life and a degree. 

It's the same guy who in December had signed the paper- 
work to declare for the NFL draft and given it to his attorney to 
fax to the NFL. A week later, he asked Andrew Brandt not to 
send it. Brandt hadn't — he knows Ricky better than most. 
Sandy asked her son what he would have done had it been 
sent. He shrugged and said what he’s learned to say. “I'd deal 
with it, Mom.” 

There is the brat, the kid who always got into fights, whose 
contrary ways caused an unknowing soul to ask of his twin, 
Cassie, “Why do you hang around with him?” (Her wry 
response: “We used to be wombmates.”) 

Like most brothers and sisters they argued, his sisters 
piqued about how easy Ricky made friends (“I'm Ricky. Wanna 
play?”), but that high-strung brother — who at age 6 told his 
mother it wasn’t easy being the man of the family — turned 
into the guy who took his baseball bonus money and helped 
pay for his sisters’ tuition and more. 

There is Ricky, the superstar who doesn't have an ego, 
remember, but who says he doesn’t want to be just another 
great player to come through Texas, but the best ever. A guy 
who knows exactly how many yards he needs to catch Dorsett 
(“I think it’s about 1,928,” he stated at his press conference); 
who talks about how he wants to bring a Heisman to Texas to 
put next to Earl Campbell's. 

Maybe someday, he muses, instead of his being called 
“Little Earl,” maybe they'll call Campbell “Little Ricky.” 

This is the same Ricky who, after running for 249 
yards and five touchdowns in a narrow win at Rice 
amidst last season's 4-7 disaster, went home to Austin, 
commandeered the big screen TV at his mom's house 
and the tape of the game. He played it over and over. 
Not the five touchdowns. His fumble near the goal line. 
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ON THE DAIS AT THE DOAK WALKER AWARD dinner they shared a hand- 
shake, a smile or two, some kind words and designs on the same thing. 

The NCAA Division I-A rushing record. 

Tony Dorsett has it. Ricky Williams wants it. 

“| hope he has a great year,” the former Pitt star says. “And comes up 
one yard short.” 

Dorsett laughs. “Naw, | hope he has a great year and | wish him all 
the luck in the world. | hope I can be there when he does it.” 

Circle Thanksgiving weekend, when the Longhorns host Texas A&M in the 
regular-season finale, but use pencil. One with an eraser. 

For Williams to pass Dorsett, he'd have to run for 1,928 yards. 

It means he needs to average 175.3 yards for the 11 regular-season 
games. If the Horns overachieve and win the Big 12 South Division cham- 
pionship (the stats count in the title game), he’d have to average 160.7 a 
game. Very difficult, but he averaged 172.1 last year for a 4-7 team. 

When Williams arrived at Texas in '95, his goals were winning the 
Heisman and breaking Earl Campbell's school records. With the early 
departure of underclassmen like Ryan Leaf, Charles Woodson and Randy 
Moss, he’s the consensus preseason Heisman favorite and is within 289 
yards of breaking Campbell's career rushing record of 4,443 yards. 

But Dorsett’s record? Nobody has even challenged it since the Pitt star 
rambled to one of the most singularly dominant seasons in college foot- 
ball history in 1976. Dorsett gained 1,586 yards rushing as a freshman, 
1,004 as a sophomore, and 1,544 as a junior before a 1 ,948-yard senior 
year, when he led 
the Panthers to an 


Woiai- is € | 1 undefeated season 
\ BGs Ji 4 and national cham- 
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ning the Heisman. 
egge The 1,948-yard 
Wi (liams Ta kes a Run at mark has been broken, but his career record of 6,082 yards — which 
Pitt Star's 2 2-Year-Old broke Archie Griffin's record by 905 yards at the time — has not 


2 even been approached. It is still 484 yards ahead of second-place 
NCAA Rushing Mark Charles White, Southern California’s 1979 Heisman Trophy winner. 
Considering that it takes an average of 1,521 yards a season for four 
years, in an era when few running backs are in college for that long, this is a record that might never be broken, especially since 
most successful running backs are taking their game to the “next level” before their senior seasons. 

Not even Williams thought about Dorsett’s record — until this year. 

“My goals are always good enough until | reach them, then they're not enough,” Williams said. “I'll have to lead the nation by 
more yards, break the record ... If I'm going to say I'm the best player in college football, the team has to have a great season, 
too. I'd take it as a personal insult if we lose a game. With the new coaching staff and our (improved) defense, no one should 
score more than | score.” 

That might not even be a topic of discussion if not for Herschel Walker's decision to subvert the NFL’s rule barring under- 
classmen from turning professional by signing with the New Jersey Generals of the USFL after his junior year at Georgia in 1983. 
Had Walker returned for his senior year, he would have needed only 824 yards to pass Dorsett. 

Two other runners who left after their junior seasons, Marshall Faulk of San Diego State and Troy Davis of lowa State, also 
were within striking distance of the mark. Williams seized the opportunity they passed on. 

Should he survive a tough schedule and inexperience at quarterback, he’s got a shot. He’s already won something of sub- 
stance, that being Dorsett’s respect. 

“He was very nice and polite, a lot different than a lot of other athletes,” Dorsett says. “It doesn't seem like he let success go 
to his head. “I was very surprised he chose to pass up the chance to make that kind of money. It’s hard to tell a kid to pass up a 
million dollars.” 

Dorsett never had that choice, After his senior year at Pitt in'76, he went on to a Pro Bowl career with the Dallas Cowboys 
and held the No. 2 spot on the NFL's all-time rushing list when he retired in 1988. 

If he had had that decision? 

“When you pass something up, that’s something you don’t get back,” Dorsett says. “It would have been hard for me to 
decide to stay.” 

Williams knows what Dorsett means. It's why he did decide to stay. 


ROBERT LEITER 


— Mark Wangrin 
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SuperAlliance 
Ta Ke S Its Turn At 


teh enter 
Stage 


So her e we ar e, about to embar k on college football season No. 129, and we're digesting 


yet another version of “How to Crown a National Champion Without a Playoff.” 
This time it's what we're calling the SuperAlliance ... which is officially named the Bowl 
Ro se Championship Series. 
Whether it turns out to be super or not remains to be seen, but it’s a masterpiece of 
: r packaging, if nothing else. 
Joi ns Bowl Never mind that every other intercollegiate sporting event, from bowling to basketball, 
golf to gymnastics and fencing to Division I-AA, II and III football manages quite nicely with a 
f é structured playoff system. 
C h am p lon sh | p The deep thinkers who control major college football's postseason — not to be confused 
with the deep thinkers who run the NCAA — still believe they can stage a true national champi- 
S : onship game without disrupting the sacred bowl system. 
e€rles Never underestimate the influence of the veterans of postseason posturing, who repre- 
sent the major conferences, the bowls, the sponsors and TV. To them, “BCS” is the best of all 
in Latest worlds — a guaranteed | vs. 2 game, a bowl structure that remains intact, and tons of money 
- flowing into the coffers of only the biggest schools. 
, After failing to match No. | vs. No. 2 in three of the past four years under the Bowl Coali- 
Alte mM ative tion/Bowl Alliance format (only No. 1 Nebraska vs. No. 2 Florida in the '96 Fiesta Bowl fit the 
bill), the Alliance and Big Ten Conference finally convinced the Rose Bowl and Pac-10 to work 
together starting this season. 
to Playott “This is probably the best thing for the Rose, Big Ten and Pac-10 in the long run because 
we are all opposed to a playoff system,” Pac-10 commissioner Tom Hansen said. “And we 
want to make the new alliance as effective and widely accepted as possible, but at the same 
time we realize we are jeopardizing a wonderful tradition.” 

Tradition? What's wrong with tossing aside some tradition when there’s money to be 
made? For years, the Rose Bowl refused to join the Alliance, mistakenly believing its game tran- 
scended all others. 

By Richard Rosenblatt In fact, the next time we start talking Rose Bowl, get ready to call it “The Rose Bowl, pre- 


56 LINDYy’s FooTBAtL ANNUALS 1998 


sented by so-and-so sponsor.” Yes, even the Rose Bowl is cav- 
ing in to corporate America. Can you say Tostitos Fiesta 
Bowl, Nokia Sugar Bow! and FedEx Orange Bowl? 

“For years, the Rose Bowl was sort of on the 
sidelines in all this,” said SEC Com- 
missioner Roy Kramer, who dou- 
bles as the chairman of the Bowl 
Alliance. “Adding them gives us 
the true national flavor that college 
football needs.” 

Says Big Ten commissioner Jim 
Delany: “We did not believe the bowl 
system could stay unchanged. So the 
Rose Bowl tradition will exist in a 
modified way, and we traded off for a 
healthier bowl system and access to 
play in a 1 vs. 2 bowl game. 

“Not everyone is happy with it, but 
we think it’s the best for us and for college 
football.” 

It was the Big Ten, in fact, that essen- 
tially forced the change, on the heels of 
Penn State's perfect-but-uncrowned 1994 
season. The Big Ten quietly threatened to bolt 
from the Rose Bowl and 48-year marriage with 
the Pac-10 unless at least an escape window 
was opened to a potential national champi- 
onship game. 

And that’s just what developed, with the Big Ten and Pac- 
10 retaining the bid in the Rose Bowl for three of every four 
years — unless one or both are ticketed as a No. | or No. 2 
team to play in the SuperAlliance championship game. 

With the Rose, Big Ten and Pac-10 in the picture, ABC 
became only too happy to fork over $545 million over seven 
years for the TV rights to the four Alliance bowls — the Rose, 
Orange, Sugar and Fiesta. After four years, the contract comes 
up for renewal. 

“To bring the whole process together under one umbrella is 
very exciting,” Kramer said. “For the first time, to be able to 
incorporate the Big Ten and Pac-10 and Rose Bowl into an 
agreement, it's possible to put together the game that people 
have looked forward to at the end of the season.” 

With virtually every I-A school part of the Alliance mix now, 
to varying degrees, many of the previous problems are over. A 
few, however, remain, and could intensify depending on how 
the season plays out. 

“Is it perfect?” Kramer asks. “No. But in college football, | 
don’t know what a perfect world is. | happen to believe it is a 
significant step.” 

The best part about the SuperAlliance is everyone can now 
say, with authority: “No. 1 will play No. 2 in the Fiesta Bowl on 
January 4, 1999,” 

This statement could not have been made under the Coali- 
tion/Alliance format the past six years. 

For years, the Alliance mantra has been, “We're in business 
to put together a No. | vs. No. 2 game. After that, the bowls 
can choose who they want.” 

As Kramer preaches, the alliances have worked well despite 
the restrictions. Even last season worked out OK, even though 
the No. 1 team — Michigan — played in the Rose Bowl. 

“Those of us who sat and watched the season develop 
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knew we were walking on eggshells,” Kramer 
said. “That’s why we moved forward with our plan to add the 
Rose Bowl, Pac-10 and Big Ten conferences. 

“We realized the shortcomings from the start. Let's face it, 
we've been lucky.” 

The Alliance — once it began in 1992, when a No. 2 
Alabama beat a No. 1 Miami in the Sugar Bowl for the national 
title — ended all those good, old-fashioned early-season bowl 
commitments. (Yes, athletic directors and bowl officials used 
to make secret agreements as early as October.) 

But now, there’s a mad scramble over the final weeks of 
the season for the best bowl pairings, and most of the postur- 
ing becomes public information, which has educated the fans 
about how the bowls really operate. 

Over the past few seasons, bowl game attendance has 
fallen off, dramatically in some cases, and the Alliance is quite 
concerned about it. Among the new changes in the BCS is a 
return to the regional host system, with conferences again tied 
in with “soft anchors” to the major bowls. 

Here's the way the SuperAlliance sets up: 

* For the first time, four bowls will be involved — the 
aforementioned Rose, Orange, Sugar and Fiesta. The so-called 
national title game will rotate, with the Fiesta up first this sea- 
son, followed by the Sugar, Orange and Rose. 

* There are six automatic bids with two at-large berths. 

* The champions of the Atlantic Coast, Big East, Big Ten, 
Big 12, Pac-10 and Southeastern conferences are automatic 
SuperAlliance qualifiers. 

* At-large picks become dicey, especially where Notre 
Dame, an independent, is concerned. Teams can play their way 
into a SuperAlliance bowl, but only by meeting certain criteria, 
which will include national ranking, won-loss record and some 
type of strength-of-schedule analysis. 

It's expected that the Irish will need nine or 10 wins to gain 
an at-large bid. 
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* Teams from the Western 
Athletic Conference and Confer- 
ence USA also have an at-large 
shot, but must be ranked in the 
top six, which would require a 
perfect record or only one 
defeat. 

* The “soft anchor” factor. 
If neither the Big Ten nor Pac-10 
champion is ranked No. | or 
No. 2, the teams will play in 
Pasadena no matter what 
(unless, of course, the Rose is 
the designated title game). 

* The other bowls, too, 
return to the regional host con- 
cept, in which the Sugar returns 
to its traditional tie-in with the 
SEC champ, the Fiesta with the 
Big 12 champ and the Orange 
with a choice of the ACC or Big 
East champion. 

For example, if Tennessee 
wins the SEC title this season 
but is not ranked No. 1 or No. 
2, the Vols automatically play in 
the Sugar Bowl. 

“The regional concept is 
what made the bowls so suc- 
cessful in the past,” Kramer 
said. “By having a tie-in with the 


SEC champion, the Sugar Bowl had a strong anchor for a ticket 


base.” 


BCS: Four Years of 
Championship Games 


Here’s the actual schedule, in which the Rose 
Bowl keeps its traditional time slot, but the 
other three games rotate (all times EST): 


1998 secson aa ary 


Fri, Jan. 1, 5 p.m. 
Fri, Jan. 1, 8:30 p.m. 
Sat, Jan. 2, 8 p.m. 
Mon, Jan. 4, 8 p.m. 


1999 season aie siesta | 


Sat, Jan. 1, 5 p.m. 
Sat, Jan. 1, 8:30 p.m. 
Sun, Jan. 2, 8 p.m. 
Mon, Jan. 3, 8 p.m. 


2000 season a Se ST 


Mon, Jan. 1, 5 p.m. 
Mon, Jan. 1, 8:30 p.m. 
Tue, Jan. 2, 8 p.m. 
Wed, Jan. 3, 8 p.m. 


201i cs ———— ar 


Tue, Jan. 1, 5 p.m. 
Tue, Jan. 1, 8:30 p.m. 
Wed, Jan. 2, 8 p.m. 
Thu, Jan. 3, 8 p.m. 


Lest anyone forget, the “championship” part of the BCS is 


only one part; the SuperAlliance 
the first two teams are selected, 
system they want to pick teams. 


has made it clear that after 
bowls are free to use any old 


Of course, those with humongous fan followings and guar- 
anteed ticket sales are at a distinct advantage, as Brigham 


With the newly minted 
euphemism “Bowl Champi- 
onship Series,” the biggest of 
the bowls will take turns the 
next four seasons promising 
to put the best two teams on 
one field in the last game of 
the season. 

Everything else is in the 
details. And the details are 
sometimes best explained in 
answers to the most fre- 
quently asked questions: 


Q: Is this a playoff? 
A: No, it’s still the bowls. 
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Q: What is this Bowl 


_ Championship Series? 


A: Also called the Super- 
Alliance, it’s the new plan in 
place for the next four years 
that includes all Division I-A 
teams in college football, 
which pits the top two teams 


‘in a bowl game at the end of 


the season. 


Q: How is it different from 
the Bowl Alliance? 

A: The Rose Bowl has joined 
the Fiesta, Sugar and Orange, 
and the Pac-10 and Big Ten 


Rose Bowl 

Sugar Bowl 

Orange Bowl 

Fiesta Bowl (1 vs. 2) 


Rose Bowl 

Orange Bowl 

Fiesta Bowl 

Sugar Bowl (1 vs. 2) 


Rose Bowl 
Fiesta Bowl 
Sugar Bowl 
Orange Bowl (1 vs. 2) 


Fiesta Bowl 

Sugar Bowl 
Orange Bowl 

Rose Bowl (1 vs. 2) 


Good questions, all ... 


answer definitively. 


Young found out two years ago and 
North Carolina and UCLA discov- 
ered last season. 

Even a conference commis- 
sioner, or two, isn’t sold on the 
new arrangement. 

“In an effort to focus ona 
championship game, we're putting 
all the other bowls in a negative 
position,” Big East commissioner 
Mike Tranghese said. “It’s like 
being half pregnant. Either have a 
playoff or stop worrying about a 1- 
2 game.” 

There are, after all, some 
unavoidable flaws, whether you call 
it the SuperAlliance or BCS. 

There are two major polls out 
there — The Associated Press 
media poll, where the ballots are 
made public, and the ESPN/USA 
Today coaches’ poll, where the bal- 
lots are secret. 

If only two teams are unde- 
feated, like last year, the SuperAl- 
liance works like a charm. But what 
if one of those teams is not ranked 
No. | or No. 2? What happens if 
three teams are undefeated? What 
happens if one team is undefeated, 
and three others have one loss? 
none of which this system can 


For now, the SuperAlliance folks expect to again use the 
polls, along with a computer-generated ratings system based 
on strength of schedule, to select the appropriate teams. A 
selection committee, similar to the one used to pick the 64- 
team field for the NCAA tournament, also seems likely. 

“Football is structured so differently than basketball 


Conferences are fully 


Q: Where will the 


involved, unlike in the past, 
when those two Rose Bowl 
Conferences were not 
included. 


Q: Does it guarantee a 
championship game? 

A: Uh, well ... sort of. 

It guarantees that the top two 
teams will be paired against 
each other, but the problem 
rests with the uncertainty of 
how the season unfolds and 
whether two teams clearly 
ascend to the top. 


“National Championship 
Game” be played? 

A: Starting with the 1998 sea- 
son, in order — Fiesta Bowl, 
Sugar Bowl, Orange Bowl, 
Rose Bowl. 


Q: How will the No. 1 and 
No. 2 teams be decided? 
A: The “Bowl Championship 
Series” bowls will consult a 
combination of the coaches 
and media polls, computer 
ratings, and some type of 
strength-of-schedule analysis. 


1998 


PLAYERS === TEAMS== RECRUITING... |  PLAVERS==*“TEAMS:== RECRUITINGS”.. | PLAVERS:=." TEAMS == RECRUITING: PLAYERS" TEAIS = = RECRUITING? 


PLAVERSs==:" TEAMS <== RECRUITING®=.-. ROSTERS =~ DRAFT =x. FANTASY S35 


Be 
SiGrk 3 


Football Baskethall Name 


Annuals Annuals Street Address 
C) Pro QO Pac-10 UO ACC Pro 
OBig 12 USEC Big Ten J National 

J National College State 


City 


Individual copies : Telephone 
Back Issues 

Complete Football Set—in slip case . . 
Canadian Orders add . O Please Charge O Visa O Master Card 
Overseas Orders add 


QO) Check or Money Order Enclosed 


Account Number 


LINDY’S SPORTS ANNUALS Siebaturs 


2700 Hwy 280, Suite 108 * Birmingham, Alabama 35223 
205-87 1-1 182/PHONE » 205-871 -1184/FAX eseCarbon copies acceptedees 


- Give Us A Playoff 


C’mon, already. 

Get with the program. 

Every year, you SuperAlliance guys dis- 
guise your name, add a conference here, a 
bowl game there, change a few qualifying 
rules for Notre Dame and tell the world 
you've created a true national championship 
game without harming the precious bowl 
system. 

Oh stop. You're killing us. 

Stop all this inch-by-inching your way to 
a playoff and just admit there should be one 
and get it done. For every reason you can 
come up with for not having one, there are 
twice as many to move forward. 


Time Is Right To Start Planning 
Division I-A Playott For 2002 Season 


We can argue the whys and why nots 
forever, but trust us. In four years, or after 
the current SuperAlliance contract is up for 
review, a playoff system will be imple- 
mented. 

That ABC already has locked up the 
biggest bowls in one fell swoop is further 
indication that this thing is going to happen 
... And we've got a format ready to go. 

Eight teams. Three rounds. One national 
championship game. Play it the week before 
the Super Bowl. 

It can be in place for the 2002 season, 
which might sound like a long way off, but 
consider that the redshirt seniors for that 
season are already in college. 

Here’s how it can work: 

@ The eight teams are composed of six 
conference champions and two at-large 
berths. The conferences are the Atlantic 
Coast Conference, Big Ten, Big 12, Pacific- 
10, Southeastern and Western Athletic. The 
WAC gets in with the dispersal of the Big 
East schools, which would create a reshuf- 
fling of the conferences. 

@ Two at-large teams. 

B Teams will be determined based on a 
combination of the AP media poll, 
ESPN/USA Today coaches’ poll and a com- 
puter-generated power-rating index. The 
final format will be determined by a Super- 
Alliance-appointed committee, with the top 
eight teams in. 
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i Limit regular-season games to 11. 
The Kickoff, Pigskin and Black Coaches 
Association games count, as do trips to 
Hawaii. ; 
@ The first-round games match No.1 
vs. No. 8; No. 2 vs. No. 7; No. 3 vs. No. 6; 
and No. 4 vs. No. 5 at four bowl sites — say 
the Fiesta, Sugar, Orange and Citrus bowls. 
The games will be played Jan. 1. 

The Final Four moves to the Rose Bowl, 
with the semifinals a week later on a Saturday 
and the title game the next Thursday night. 

i The rest of the bowls, at least the 
ones that choose to stick around, will be 
played during a two- or three-week period 
leading up to New 
Year's Day. Teams 
will still be rewarded 
for a winning season, 
while bowls select 
teams that will draw 
the most fans to its city. 

B Sponsors will have the opportunity to 
get into the playoff system by advertising in 
lesser bowls. 

If the system was in place last year, the 
matchups would have been: 

No. 1 Michigan vs. No. 8 Washington St. 

No. 2 Nebraska vs. No. 7 North Carolina 

No. 3 Tennessee vs. No. 6 Florida 

No. 4 Florida State vs. No. 5 UCLA 

Rematches? So what ... for the Vols to 
win a national title, shouldn't they have to 
beat the Gators, the only team they lost to 
in the regular season? 

With a setup like that, the Alliance could 
pull in rights fees it never dreamed possible. 
And the minor bowls could still go on with 
the normal regional interest they usually 
draw. 

Roy Kramer, the main man in the Super- 
Alliance (as well as the Southeastern Confer- 
ence) ticks off such negatives as having a 
ratings system pick the teams; those with 
weak schedules are penalized in the ratings; 
trimming the number of players getting to 
go to bowls; eliminating some games; and 
playing at too many neutral sites. 

“Can fans travel to three games at dif- 
ferent sites?” he wondered. “Or will playoff 
games be held at campus stadiums?” 

Now that’s not a bad idea, Roy. 

— Richard Rosenblatt 


because of the conference agree- 
ments with bowls, with all the 
traditions and with a number of 
conferences that are not going to 
look at a playoff,” Kramer said. 
“On the other hand, we've met 
at a middle ground and still put 
together a game between two 
teams that would be the consen- 
sus top two. 

“This thing keeps evolv- 
ing,” said Jim Muldoon of the 
Pac-10, “and I think it’s evolv- 
ing for the better.” 

Others see problems. 

“The controversy will be 
who's No. 2,” predicts ESPN's 
college football maven Chris 
Fowler. “Something tells me if 
it could get sticky, it will.” 

Twice before in the 1990s, 
there have been three unde- 
feated teams entering the bowl 
games. In ’92, Alabama, Miami 
and Texas A&M were 
unbeaten; in ‘93 it was Auburn, 
Nebraska and West Virginia. 

Since 1937, there has been 
at least one unbeaten team 
entering the bowl games every 
year except 1990. 

Had the SuperAlliance been 
in place last season, it would 
have been No. | Michigan vs. 
No. 2 Nebraska. Beautiful, but 
still not the perfect way to set 
up a true title game. 

UCLA, with a nine-game 
winning streak, was widely 
considered the hottest team in 
the country at the end of the 
season. Who knows what 
might have happened had 
Florida State gotten on a roll 
like the one it showed against 
Ohio State in the Sugar Bowl? 

“The Alliance never 
intended to totally intervene in 
the selection process of the 
bowls,” Kramer said. “It was 
put together to possibly match 
up No. 1 and No. 2 and then 
slow down the selection 
process so the bowl, along 
with its TV partner, can make 
the best selection it could after 
all the (regular-season) games 
are played.” 

Last season, with unde- 
feated Michigan and Nebraska 
unable to play, the bowl game 
results left college football with 
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it’s third split national champi- 
onship in the 1990s. 

Michigan remained No. 1 in 
the AP poll and Nebraska was 
elevated to No. | in the 
coaches’ poll. 

The latest split in the polls 
again raised the issue of mov- 
ing to a playoff, but the powers 
that be, such as Kramer and the 
other conference commission- 
ers, believe the BCS will solve 
many of the problems. 

“Every other sport has a 
tournament or a playoff, why 
doesn't Division I-A college 
football?” Florida coach Steve 
Spurrier has wondered for 
years. “All the excuses don't 
make any sense to me. But | 
don’t think there's going to be 
one anytime soon.” 

Others, like Texas athletic 
director DeLoss Dodds, say the 
move to a playoff will happen. 

“| went through a long time 
where | didn’t want a playoff, 
but | want it now,” he said. “It’s 
the right thing to have happen. 
We're going through an evolu- 
tionary process for football in 
postseason play. We had the 
bowl games, and we had the 
Alliance, now we've got the 
SuperAlliance. 

“If you track it, it’s going 
to be a playoff. We're going 
through the hard, laborious 
steps to get there. | think 
you'll see something in the 
early 2000s. It would generate 
three, maybe four times the 
money. But you've got to talk 
about things or they don’t 
happen.” 

Kramer knows never to say 
never, and he, too, realizes 
how far the postseason has 
come in a few short years. 

“Given the enormous tradi- 
tion and historical implications 
involved in college football, it’s 
amazing we've gotten to where 
we are as rapidly as we have,” 
Kramer said. “In the SEC, we 
gave up our long history with 
the Sugar Bowl, and the Rose 
Bowl gave up its almost 50- 
year tradition with the Big Ten 
and Pac-10. Believe me, it’s 
difficult to break traditions.” 

Difficult, not impossible. 
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_ Playoff Is Not The Answer 


Even as the peer pressure mounts, don’t 


do it. 


Even as the fans and TV executives and 
alums and sportswriters and insiders and 
outsiders and everyone elses say over and 
over — “c'mon, everybody else is doing it ... 
give it a try” — the university presidents 
have to just say no. 

And keep saying no. 

We seem to be reaching almost critical 
mass in the headlong dash toward a playoff 
in college football, and indeed, it appears to 
be almost inevitable. 

But it’s not a good idea for college foot- 
ball. This thing is not broken. It does not 
need to be fixed. 


Bowl Championship Offers Chance 
to Thrive Without Pitfalls of Playott 


There, really, are lots of good reasons to 
avoid a playoff; let’s cover just a handful of 
them: 


@ Only one winner. 

Dream seasons are what makes college 
football different. 

Right there in 1997, Washington State, 
Purdue, Missouri, Oklahoma State and Ole 
Miss had the kind of memorable three- 
month runs that will stay with the players, 
teams, fans, and everybody else for a long 
time, much like Northwestern, Oregon, Vir- 
ginia Tech, Arizona State and others of 
recent years. 

Consider that of those 1997 teams, only 
Washington State would have gotten into an 
eight-team tournament. Instead of living the 
dream of the Rose Bowl, the Cougars would 
have been nothing more than a No. 8 seed 
that lost to Michigan in the first round of the 
tournament. 


M It would undermine the regular 
season. 

Do not underestimate this. College foot- 
ball is a regional, rivalry-oriented, one-day- 
a-week, six-home-games-a-year package of 
excitement. The sport cannot afford a fun- 
damental shift to a more “national-champi- 
onship-or-bust” mentality that accompanies 


a playoff, because as soon as a team falls 
out of contention for “the playoffs,” the sig- 
nificance of regular-season games would be 
greatly diminished. 

Currently, the polls, bowls, standings 
and rivalries offer a collection of pressures 
that shift during a season and keep the 
campaigns of at least 90 of the 112 teams 
interesting to the last drop. 


—@ True champions? 

We often hear that a playoff would 
“crown a true champion on the field.” 

But as it is now, especially with the Bowl 
Championship Series in place, the best team 
IS winning the championship. Compare that 
to college basket- 
ball, which had the 
Pac-10's fifth-place 
team win it in 1997, 
and pro sports, in 
which a hot team in 
the post-season gets the worm, or at least a 
spot in the finals. 


MH How to do it? 

No matter what plan would be imple- 
mented, there would be huge problems in 
trying to fit 112 teams that play 11 games a 
year into a format that includes only eight 
teams. Even the Div. I-AA playoffs have 16 
teams. College basketball lets in 64 out of 
more than 300 teams. That's about 21 per- 
cent of the teams. In the NFL, the number is 
37 percent. In the NBA, it’s 55 percent. In 
the NHL, it’s 62 percent. 

An eight-team college football playoff 
would include 7 percent of the teams. 


—@ Bigger is not better. 

Does college football want to get bigger 
just for the sake of getting bigger, to draw 
more and more money and attention, for 
the sake of drawing more and more money 
and attention? Simply because “that’s the 
way it is done” at the turn of this century is 
not a good reason. 

And THAT is where the presidents can 
keep sticking their wingtipped heels into the 
mud and standing fast against the tug-o-war 
that is trying to drag them into a playoff. 

It’s just not a good idea. 

— Don Borst 
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hen the words left Bob Davie’s 
tongue, he was not kneeling at 
the Grotto surrounded by can- 


dles and privacy. He was not beseeching 
Rev. Edward A. Malloy, the University of 
Notre Dame president, for forgiveness or 
understanding. He did not even sound 


NOTRE DAME 


EW FIGHTING IRISH 


year earlier and talked about opening up 
the offense and utilizing the talents of 
Powlus in ways that they only thought 
possible back in Berwick, Pa. 

Keep in mind that the Irish threw 43 
passes in losing to Purdue last season, 
and then offensive coordinator Jim Col- 


“We're not going to do as many 
things,” says offensive coordinator Col- 
letto, whose mail was worse than Howard 
Stern's at times. “We're going to repeat 
things and repeat things and repeat 
things. We found out last season we did 
some things better than we did others. 


True Confessions: Running To Erase Memories of 97 


all that sorry. 

They know confessions at Notre Dame, 
and this was definitely no confession. 

But it was so close to one that a cou- 
ple of local media members wondered if 
Davie headed off to perform his penance 
at the end of one particularly enlightening 
day under the Golden Dome last spring. 

“If there was any one single disap- 
pointing thing last year, it’s that we were 
too tentative at times, from calling plays 
to our schemes to every other aspect,” 
Davie began, just warming up. 

“| think it’s important that we get an 
identity to really, truly figure out what we 
are, and that’s what we've tried to do off 
the field since the last football game, or 
since recruiting was over, to go back and 
look at every play we ran last year in 
every game,” Davie added, well aware 
that his team’s identity for most of last 
season's 7-6 disappointment hinged on 
the right arm of Ron Powlus. 

Forgive him, Lou Holtz, Ara 
Parseghian, et al, for he has sinned. A 
quarterback who likes to throw a lot is a 
temptation even the most strong-willed of 
coaches cannot resist. 

“For us to be good offensively, we've 
got to run the ball,” Davie continued. “We 
are not going to take one thing for 
granted. We've got to be consistent run- 
ning the football. We will run the football.” 

Keep in mind that Davie stood on 
almost the same blue-and-gold carpet a 


IF AUTRY DENSON GAINS 1,000 YARDS 
FOR THE THIRD STRAIGHT SEASON, 
HE WILL BECOME NOTRE DAME’S 
ALL-TIME LEADING RUSHER. 

PHOTO BY ROBERT LEITER 
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letto justified the Air Davie approach by 
saying you have to throw the football to 
get recruits, so Notre Dame would throw 
the football. 

Keep in mind that the Notre Dame 
offensive line nearly staged a mutiny early 
last season, pleading with the coaching 
staff to adopt a down-their-throats 
approach instead of a down-and-outs style. 

So when Davie vows this season to 
run the football, run the football, and run 
the football some more, Notre Dame 
observers note the shift in philosophy like 
a weatherman spotting a funnel cloud. 

Confession. Admission. Revelation. 
Explanation. The noun is irrelevant in 
South Bend. To many used to the way the 
Irish ate up acres of yardage in the late 
"80s and early ‘90s, the news was inter- 
preted as pure genius. 


at a glance 


They might be more boring to the fans, 
but they were effective and we're going 
to do that this year.” 

Notre Dame football fans welcome 
being bored if it means being back in the 
Top 10. They would sit through infomer- 
cials on option football if it meant beating 
Michigan in the season-opener. Just tell 
them the Irish plan to run the ball 55 
times a game again, and most will happily 
bring a crossword puzzle to Notre Dame 
Stadium, just in case. 

You cannot imagine how many Irish 
supporters would love to have to come 
up again with an eight-letter word for 
Able to Physically Manhandle. 

How about dominant? 

“We have to be more aggressive,” 
Davie says. 

OK, that’s 10 letters, but it applies. 


1997: 7-6 

COACH: Bob Davie — At Notre Dame and 
Overall: 7-6, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15, 7 Offense, 
8 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 18 Autry Den- 


son, OB Jarious Jackson, T Mike Rosenthal, 
OLB Kory Minor, LB Bobbie Howard, 
S Benny Guilbeaux 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Notre Dame 
should return to a solid running game, 
spiced with some option, thanks to Den- 
son. Defensively, the secondary is more 
athletic than a year ago. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Irish front 
seven on defense lacks size and experi- 
ence against a schedule full of ground- 
oriented teams. Jackson has never started 
a game. The offensive line loses three 
starters from ‘97. 

OVERVIEW: Davie vows to return to 
power football, but opening against 
Michigan and Michigan State may not be 
the best time to do so. If Notre Dame can 
stop the run, it may have enough offen- 
sive weapons to compensate for its overall 
inexperience and lack of depth. 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH Scoot / Couece 


Arnaz BATTLE QB 61,196 Shreveport, LA Byrd 

Parade All-American @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 39 player nationally 
by The Sporting News # Dallas Morning News Top 100 nationally @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super 
Southern 100 @ Led team to two district championships. 


Jordan BLACK OL 6-5, 320 Rowlelt, TX Dallas Christian 

USA Today honorable mention All-American Dallas Morning News Top 100 nationally @ Offensive 
oe Creag All-State @ Graded 95 percent on blocking assignments as a junior, including 39 pan- 
cake : 


Rocky BOIMAN DB 6-3, 212 Okeana, OH St. Xavier 
All-State @ Southwest Ohio Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 163 tackles and six pass interceptions 
for 139 return yards @ Averaged 26.4 yards on kickoff returns. 


John DAY-OWENS TE 6-3, 223 Bowie, MD DeMatha 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. 95 player nationally by The Sporting News 
Three-year starter @ Caught 25 passes for 221 yards and six s as a senior Had 110 
tackles, six quarterback sacks and five casued fumbles @ Three-year starter in basketball, 


Donald DYKES DB 5-10, 181 Hammond, LA Hammond 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ District Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, had six 
interceptions, including one returned for a touchdown @ Had 80 tackles. 


Tony FISHER RB 
USA Today Ohio 


6-1, 205 Euclid, OH Euclid 
Player of the Year Helped team to fifth straight Greater Cleveland Conference title 
@ Had 2,143 yards rushing, averaging 11.7 yards per carry, a 


40 touchdowns as a senior. 


David GIVENS WR 6-0, 210 Humble, TX Humble 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 59 player nationally by The Sporting News 
Chicago Sun-Times ranked No. 53 player nationally # Dallas Morning News Top 100 nationally # 
As a senior, had 13 receptions for 255 yards and four touchdowns @ Had 71 carries for 331 yards 
and four touchdowns @ Passed for 337 yards and two touchdowns on 21 of 52 completions. 


Tyreo HARRISON LB 6:2, 224 Sulphur Springs, TX Sulphur Springs 
Dallas Morning News state Top 100 @ Had 119 tackles, including 22 for loss, 11 qua 
three fumble recoveries and six forced fumbles as a senior. 


Terrance HOWARD RB 6-0, 186 Willingboro, NJ Rancocas Valley Regional 
Parade All-American @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 77 player national! 
by The Sporting News @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 nationally # As a senior, had 1,450 ae 
rushing and 14 touchdowns. 


k sacks, 


Javin HUNTER WR 6-1, 175 Orchard Lake, Ml Detroit Country Day 
Parade All-American # USA Today second-team All-American @ Ranked No. 34 player paioasly by 
The Sporting News @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 nationally @ Had 46 receptions for 794 yards 
and nine touchdowns as a senior @ Rushed 13 times for 115 yards. 


Clifford JEFFERSON DB 5-10, 175 Dallas, TX Carter 
USA Today All-American @ The Sporting News rated No. 64 player nationally @ Dallas Morning News | 
state Top 100 @ As a senior, had 30 solo tackles, 22 assists and six interceptions @ Had 16 career | 
interceptions. 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN 


Tom LOPIENSKI FB 6-0, 238 Hudson, OH Walsh Jesuit 
Parade All-American @ Ranked No. 74 player nationally by The Sporting News @ Dallas Morning 
News Top 100 nationally # Had 676 fos rushing and 15 touchdowns as a senior @ Had five recep- 
tions for 52 yards @ Punted for 40-yard average Member of basketball and track teams. 


Sean MAHAN OL 6-3, 251 Tulso, OK Jenks 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Helped team to state championship @ As a senior, had 
83 tackles, two caused fumbles and two fumble recoveries @ Had 100 pancake blocks as junior and 
senior @ Did not allow a sack as a junior @ Three-year starter. 


Mike McNAIR FB 6-8, 229 Corona del Mer, CA Mater Dei 

USA Today All-American @ Rated No. 47 player nationally by The Sporting News Dallas Moning 
News Top 100 nationally @ Had school-record 2,671 yards rushing as a senior @ Had 336 carries ai 
33 touchdowns @ Had 4,112 career rushing yards and 55 touchdowns @ Played linebacker as a junior 
@ Had 54 tackles and nine quarterback sacks @ Won state fitle in 200-meters as a junior. 


David MILLER K/P 6-0, 180 Granger Penn 

Two-time All-State @ Helped team to third straight state title # Made nine of 13 field goal attempts # 
Hit 70 of 74 points after @ As a senior, averaged 36.7 yards on 30 punts, including 46- 
yard average in fille game  Career-long field goal of 50 yards. 


Gerald MORGAN OL 6-3, 250 Mesquite, TX Poteet 

Dallas Morning News state Top 100 @ Second-team All-State @ Played tight end, defensive line and 
or gaat @ Caught two passes as blocking tight end as a senior @ As a junior, had 55 pancake 
blocks. 


Carlos PIERRE-ANTOINE LB 6-2, 244 Everett, WA Bishop O'Dea 
Parade All-American @ USA Today second-team All-American # Ranked No. 29 player nationally by 


The Sporting News @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 nationally # Two-time All-State @ As a senior, 
had 105 tacks. 
Ryan ROBERTS LB 6-2, 224 Lawnside, NJ Haddonfield Memorial 


USA Today honorable mention All-American Played tailback and defensive end as a senior @ Had 
1,243 yards rushing @ Had 64 tackles, including 16 for loss, and 18 quarterback sacks 


Jeff ROEHL OL 6-4, 285 Orchard Park, IL Sandburg 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ Two-year starter @ As a senior, did not per- 
mit a sack while making 41 pancake blocks and 68 knockdown blocks. 


Ryan SCAROLA OK 6-5, 320 rt, PA Franklin Regional 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 72 player nationally by The Sporting News 
@ Dallas Morning News Top 100 nationally @ All-State @ Had 75 tackles, four quarterback sacks and 
four fumble recoveries as a senior As a junior, had 58 solo tackles, 30 assists, 15 tackles for loss and 
one caused fumble. 


Anthony WEAVER DL 6-3, 245 Saratoga Springs, NY Saratoga Springs 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No. 66 player oy The Sporting News 
@ Three-year starter on offense and defense @ As a senior, had 79 tackles, including 14 for loss, and 
five quarterback sacks @ Had 717 yards rushing and five receptions for 52 yards and a combined six 
touchdowns @ Had 192 career tackles, 15 quarterback sacks and seven knockdowns @ Averaged 10 
points and eight rebounds in basketball as a junior. 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(7-6) PASSING Sept. 5 Michigan 
— : 7 Att Comp Yarps Pct Int - ==, . = 
17 Georgia Tech eee < 182 2078 Sept. 19 — at Michigan State 
8 146 —= = ——= 
7 Purdue _ 28 Riicmic Sept. 26 Purdue 
7 Michigan State 23 SS = 
an [Hichicas = Te i Oct. 3 Stanford 
Wis Te | 33 Oct. 10 ~~ at Arizona State 
45 Pittsburgh 21 | Oct. 24 Army 
iP “Souther California. 0 RECEIVING : S = 
17 Southern California z 20° we Od. 31 Baylor 
52 _ Boston College 20 ; Ss ay eel | < — 
ai) Nay 7 Ret ee ee ee Nov. 7 — at Boston College 
= =—— —s = ay Denson 30 175 58 47 1 * 
/ 24 M LSU eR 6 Nelson 23 341, 140 4 sO Nov. 14 at Navy 
21 WestVirginia = 14 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 21. LSU 
23 Hawaii 22 Tacktes: Friday 109; Dansby 103; Howard 91; Minor 85. ir Spee 
ee Faaiarice Godear nee ee ot Nov. 28 at Southern California 
QB Sacks: Minor 3.5; Bryant 3; Friday 2; Rossum 2; Bennett 2. * : 
3 LSU 10 | TACKLES For Loss: Dansby 10; Howard 8; Minor 8; Bryant 5. Washington, D.C. 
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GUARD MIKE ROSENTHAL, AN ALL-AMERICA CANDIDATE, 
MOVES TO TACKLE, 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Because aggressive was the message delivered to every Notre 
Dame player days after the Irish lost their sixth game last season to 
LSU in the Independence Bowl. Be aggressive. More aggressive. 

The idea caught on, even if a catchy slogan fit for bumper 
stickers and T-shirts didn’t. “We know that it’s not what we say,” 
says Davie, who tried a few mottos in his first season, “it’s what 
we do.” 

This is the reasoning Davie used when encouraging all 100 of 
the Irish players to get up before the lake-effect snow was 
plowed last winter and run the steps of Notre Dame Stadium. 
Each Thursday at 6 a.m., the aisles started getting busy. 

Up 58 rows. Down 58. Up 58. Down 58. Around Rockne's 
House the Irish ambled. And sweat. And froze. And huffed. And 
puffed. And hugged. 

“We got a workout, but we also got some camaraderie,” 
explains senior tailback Autry Denson. “You get to know guys 
you can depend on because you're going through all this 
together. When it gets tough, you want to know who you can 
count on.” 

Those who built mutual trust ended each session with a 
group cheer of, “1-0.” 

“IF we can be 1-0 every week, then we'll be 12-0 at the end 


of the season,” Denson says. “All we can worry about is 1-0.” 

Isn't that a big enough concern, what with defending national 
champion Michigan scheduled to arrive in South Bend on Sept. 
5? Next, in order, Notre Dame takes on Michigan State, Purdue 
and Stanford, all of whom beat the Irish handily in '97. 

“Those are some pretty tough teams out of the gate,” Davie 
admits. “You don’t have a whole lot of time to mature.” 

After three years watching Powlus, senior quarterback Jarious 
Jackson should be as mature as good cheddar. He takes over after 
a junior season in which his chances came in spurts and not 
starts, a sort of baseball middle-reliever role that really has no 
equivalent for quarterbacks. Davie sees that now. 

“He was in a funny situation, maybe a tough situation last 
year,” Davie says. “I can understand when he came in games, as 
much as we told him just to play within himself that this wasn’t 
an audition, I’m sure he put some pressure on himself.” 

Jackson should feel no pressure on his shoulder pads this fall. 
Backups Zak Kustok and Eric Chappell, as well as freshman Arnaz 
Battle, lack the skills and savvy to challenge immediately for play- 
ing time. Besides, Davie did not install a big chunk of option foot- 
ball so Jackson could watch someone else read the defensive end. 

“It’s no secret that some aspect of the option game will be 
part of our offense,” Davie says. “One of Jarious’ biggest 
strengths is that he can create plays. We want to let his athletic 
ability be a factor.” 

Imagine the dilemma a defensive end may confront on third- 
and-four. Make Jackson keep the ball or tackle him, if he can grab 
the elusive quarterback, and force a pitch to Denson? All ina 
split-second? 

However defenses decide to defend the Irish option, bet that 
more than a few strategists will try to devise ways to build a box 
around Denson. If the 5-10, 200-pounder gains 1,000 yards for 
the third straight season, he will become Notre Dame's all-time 
leading rusher. He is 999 yards away at 3,142 career yards. 

If Davie means what he says about running the football more, 
Denson will need rest. When he does, sophomore backups Darcy 
Levy and freshman Mike McNair figure to provide thunder to 
complement Denson’s lightning. 

The fullback job remains a battle between returnees Joey 
Goodspeed and Jamie Spencer and sophomore Jason Murray. 

“We have to get more productivity out of our running backs,” 
Davie stresses. 

How? It becomes much easier if the holes in front of them are 
bigger than ones in a bad story. Even the best running backs 
need consistent offensive lines, and Notre Dame’s will be slightly 
revamped. 

Guard Mike Rosenthal, an All-America candidate, moves to 
tackle. Tight end Tim Ridder moves to guard. Untested junior 
John Merandi takes over snapping duties at center. The other two 
line members, tackle Luke Petitgout and guard Jerry Wisne, 
started the majority of games last season. 

If sophomore tight end Jabari Holloway wasn’t a potential 
star, one might wonder whether Davie’s renewed commitment to 
power football will make anyone notice. 

“We feel really good about the first five on our offensive line,” 
Davie says. “Developing backups is critical.” 

Especially if the inevitable bout of injuries occur. Without a 
solid offensive line, the Irish will find it difficult to control the ball 
for as many minutes as their young defensive front needs them 
to, at least early in the season. 

When Michigan marches out its mammoth blockers for the 
season-opener, defensive tackles Melvin Dansby and Corey Ben- 
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13 Fny Friday BS «= 62-235 MissowiCily, IK 70 TmRder = = O S& 67 25 Omco,NE 
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QB Jarious Jackson, Sr/Zak Kustok, So Jason Ching, Jr/Lamont Bryant, Sr* 
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FB Joey Goodspeed, Jr/Jamie Spencer, Sr RE Brad Williams, Je°/B.J. Scott, Jr ; 
i, hom Bobby Brown, Sr*/Jay Johnson, Jr Ow’ Grant Irons, So/Joe Ferrer, Jr 

SE Malcolm Johnson, Sr*/Raki Nelson, Jr Ob Kory Minor, Sr*/Anthony Denman, So z 
TE  Jabari Holloway, So*/Dan O'Leary, Jr LB Jimmy Friday, Sr*/Ronnie Nicks, Jr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


ith a faster pace and a few more 

pitches, the post-Ron Powlus Era 

began for the Notre Dame 
offense. 

The best thing Bob Davie could say 
about the retooled scheme tinkered with in 
the spring was that it made the 15 prac- 
tices zip by. 

Literally. 

“The tangible things you see are that 
we're a little more physical and have more 
snap to us,” Davie says. “That doesn’t 
mean we're a better offensive football team 
right now. It just shows that fundamentally 
we're headed in the right direction.” 

With plenty of, um, options. 

New quarterback Jarious Jackson, 
unlike the dropback-patterned Powlus, 
looked swift and natural working his way 
around the comer. It reminded Jackson of 
his days of eating up yardage in high 
school in Tupelo, Miss. 

“I'm feeling more comfortable all the 
time,” he says. 

Davie shut the doors to the media for 
the final week of spring practice and 
banned all option plays from the annual 
Blue-Gold game. His reason: What Michi- 
gan can’t see, may hurt them. 

“We will use our quarterback as a run- 
ner,” Davie promises. 

¢ Zak Kustok remained the backup to 
Jackson, but junior Eric Chappell came on 
strong late to set up a fine preseason tussle 
for the No. 2 spot. Freshman Arnaz Battle, 
an elusive runner, also may enter the mix. 

* Starting defensive tackle Brad 
Williams broke his ankle but is expected to 
be healthy for the start of preseason camp. 
Williams will join Lamont Bryant (knee liga- 
ment) as returning defensive front starters 
trying to return from major injuries. 

* The fullback battle between Jamie 
Spencer, Joey Goodspeed and upstart 
Jason Murray likely will not be settled until 
game week before Michigan. All three 
made strides, with Murray perhaps showing 
the most versatility. 

¢ The defensive surprise of the spring 
was the big-play potential shown by free 
safety Tony Driver, a converted tailback. 
Driver showed tremendous closing speed 
and impressive instincts for the football for 
a guy used to carrying it. ... A sore knee 
prompted All-America candidate Kory 
Minor to miss a practice for the first time in 
his Notre Dame career. 

— David Haugh 
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JIM COLLETTO DROPPED THE OFFENSIVE LINE 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND THIS SEASON WILL 
ONLY CALL PLAYS. 

PHOTO BY MICHAEL BENNETT 


nett will not be there as they were last 
season. Brad Williams, Lance Legree and 
Lamont Bryant will. 

They will be flanked by versatile Kory 
Minor and Grant Irons at outside line- 
backer and reinforced by seniors Bobbie 
Howard and Jimmy Friday at inside line- 
backer. But if Notre Dame has a wart on 
its nose that people notice more than any- 
thing else, it is the defensive front seven. 

Improving on last season’s average of 
365 yards and 19 points a game may not 
be easy without a little coaxing. 

“You just don’t overnight make a kid 
a player ... technique is so important,” 
defensive coordinator Greg Mattison says. 
“The kid has to buy into what you're 
doing. If you try to do so much with tech- 
nique, you might have a kid who never 
had to rely on technique before. He tries 
to do what you tell him to do, he gets 
blocked and he thinks, ‘Hey, this isn’t 
working.’ You have to go back and say, ‘It 
would have worked if you would have 


NOTRE DAME 


Less Is More For Offensive Coordinator 


‘ou supplied the joke. Notre Dame 
Y=: Fed a standard punchline. 

His name was Jim Colletto. Hey, 
did you hear Colletto finally helped Pur- 
due beat Notre Dame? ... He called the 
plays for the Irish. 

It got worse last fall as Colletto’s 
feedback from outsiders got so bad 
one week that he reportedly unplugged 
his answering machine. 

Anti-Colletto faxes, e-mails and let- 
ters flooded the offices of the South 
Bend Tribune like fans thought prizes 
would be awarded for the cruelest ver- 
bal barrage. 

Even more than first-year head 
coach Bob Davie, Colletto was found 
guilty of football negligence in the court 
of public opinion. 

Yet Davie gave the embattled assis- 
tant a retrial to begin this fall, endors- 
ing Colletto at every opportunity, 
promising a tighter link than ever 
between och and player. 

“Jim did a fine job calling the 
plays,” Davie said. “I think our staff 
understands these players. | think there 
was a lot of respect gained between 
the players srl coaches last year.” 

fnclase starting 1-4 and winning 


done this.’ 

“Defensive line is a hard place to develop 
a player overnight. It just takes time.” 

While Mattison molds, the sculpting 
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OTRE DAME 

FOOTBALL FANS 

WELCOME BEING 
BORED IF IT MEANS BEING 
BACK IN THE TOP 10. 


will take less effort in the secondary. 
Safety Benny Guilbeaux emerged last year 
as a big-play defender while cornerback 
Deveron Harper proved his future is as a 
coverman. The other corner spot belongs 
to fifth-year senior Ty Goode, but fresh- 
man Cliff Jefferson expects a shot. 


six of the last eight games earned the 
Irish staff a measure of respect from 
players and observers alike. 

As for Colletto, his status remained 
the hot topic around South Bend until 
Davie announced before spring prac- 
tice a division of labor to lighten the 
coordinator’s load. And maybe 
improve his mail. 

Colletto dropped the offensive line 
responsibilities and this season will 
only call plays. Doing both last sea- 
son limited him; after one game he 
even admitted to being so busy that 
he didn’t watch the plays after he 
called them. Thus, he appreciated 
Davie’s gesture. 

“Now we can coach little parts of 
the offensive line and be much more 
refined at it,” Colletto says. “It also 
allows me to go wander around a little 
bit, and that’s kind of fun.” 

Now he is hoping to find ways 
to improve on last season’s subpar 
averages of 23 points and 360 yards 
per game. 

“It’s getting 11 guys on the same 
page every down,” Colletto says. 
“Everything is going to be a lot faster 
than last year.” O 


At free safety, sophomore Tony Driver, 
a high school All-America tailback, switched 
over to defense last spring. “We didn’t 
move him to be a backup,” Davie says. 

Driver's response: “I'll play tackle if it 
gets me on the field.” 

These Irish seem nothing if not eager, 
but then disappointment like a 7-6 season 
at Notre Dame can wake up the sleepiest 
of echoes. 

“Our strength this year will be atti- 
tude,” Davie says. “All of us were disap- 
pointed with going 7-6. There’s a lot of 
people around here that live and die 
Notre Dame football, you know, but to us, 
it’s personal. All of us are the first to admit 
that there are a lot of areas that we need 
to make improvements in, and we are 
addressing those areas.” 

Getting Notre Dame back in the run- 
ning means getting back to the running, 
Davie declared. 

But not confessed. 

— David Haugh 
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Amy Bourque, Baylor i 
Amy took time out from 

tae her duties as a yell leader to 
Ke be crowned Baylor's 1997 

o~ homecoming queen. A health 
a science major, The Wood- 

ot lands, Texas, native has been 

on the squad for four years. 
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A junior in political)science, 
Jessica is a Chancellor's Scholarship 


’ Jessica Incitto, Syracuse 


Recipient and a member of Alpha 


x ~~ > 4 Phi sorority. She is an avid golfer 
: = ’ A and reader, as well. 
Ellen Rucker, North Carolina meena 5 Net 
Ellen is a four-year member of the —_ —en KF, 


Tar Heels varsity cheerleading squad, 
which won the 1997 UCA National 
Championship. The South Carolina 

native is a exercise and sports 
science major. 


Misty Rake, North Texas 
A\member of the All-Girl squad that 
placed) second at NCA Nationals, Misty 
is a Sophomore elementary education 
major Who spends her free time 
playing softball and dancing? 
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NATIONAL RECRUITING 


By Allen Wallace / SuperPrep 
1. UCLA 


Starting a program from scratch, this would be the recruiting class 
you'd love to have. And with a program like UCLA, it could help the 
Bruins grow roots in the Top 10 and re-establish a proud tradition. 
Coach Bob Toledo and his staff put together a class that is strictly top- 
notch across the board — and a large 26-man effort at that. 

For weeks, the UCLA commitment list lacked the supreme running 
back (particularly when Justin Fargas snubbed the program for Michi- 
gan) ... until DeShaun Foster became a Bruin at the last minute. 
Foster is the big back (6-1, 205, 4.5) who is ticketed to run behind an 
impressive group of offensive-line recruits, which include Mike Saf- 
fer, Scott Weigand, Steve Morgan and Blake Worley — 
All-Americas all. 

And consider that those offensive linemen will get to practice each 
day against four defensive-line All-America recruits: Ken Kocher, 
Rusty Williams, Anthony Fletcher and Sean Phillips. And 
when great prospects practice against great prospects in a program 
that is on the rise ... well, great things have a tendency to happen. 

Linebacker Robert Thomas is as good as there is in the country 
and he is backed up by four defensive backs, including Lovell 
Houston, who are All-Americas as well. We try not to get too car- 
ried away with a class, but this one seems to be excellent at every 
position, in a group that could eventually become a great team. 


2. MICHIGAN 


On signing day, all-everything quarterback Drew Henson must 
have felt like he woke up in the middle of a dream, with the most 
impressive group of ball carriers and pass catchers in the country 
joining him on the Wolverines’ list. Picture wide receivers Marquise 
Walker and David Terrell running under Henson's passes, with 
pitchouts to Justin Fargas and Walter Cross, two of the elite run- 
ners in the country. It has been a long time since one team has accu- 
mulated that kind of ball-moving talent at those three positions. 

Defensive back is another strength of this speedy class, with Todd 
Howard and Cato June leading the way. Consider, too, that 
strong safety Larry Foote nixed Nebraska right before signing day 
in favor of Ann Arbor, and he looks like he'll be playing inside line- 
backer ... partnered with Victor Hobson and Dan Rumishek, two 
more major prospects. 

Although Michigan's group doesn’t match UCLA's strength in the 
trenches, this 19-man class has something the Bruins didn’t get in ter- 
rific California kicker Hayden Epstein. 

It would have been even better had the Wolverines not suffered 
three decommitments down the stretch: Damien James to LSU, Greg 
Moore to Florida State and Anthony Kelley to Washington. 


3. NOTRE DAME 7 


In his first complete recruiting cycle as Notre Dame head coach, 
Bob Davie needed to upgrade the Irish’s speed and overall talent 


quickly ... and he and his staff did just that. They had hoped to com- 
plete a remarkable ending by signing dominant defensive end Dennis 
Johnson, who decided to stay home in Kentucky. 

Still, the class is superb, well-balanced and studded with exciting 
players such as fullback Mike McNair, defensive lineman Anthony 
Weaver, wide receiver Javin Hunter, linebacker Carlos Pierre- 
Antoine and defensive back Clifford Jefferson. 

Athlete Tony Fisher was a big win over Ohio State. Five new 
Irish players are members of the SuperPrep National 50 team, and 
wide receiver David Givens was ranked by SuperPrep as the 
nation’s No. 1 prospect, although he wasn’t ranked nearly as high by 
other recruiting services. 


4, FLORIDA STATE 


Despite losing superior recruiting coordinator Ronnie Cottrell to 
Alabama during the final push before signing day, the Seminoles — 
as usual — put together a late rally to accumulate a class that once 
again ranks in the nation’s top five. 

Much like FSU’s 11-year consistent finish in the Associated Press 
Top 5, the ‘Noles now are the only program in the country that has 
signed a recruiting class ranking in that lofty category in each of the 
past five years. 

Bobby Bowden did it again with another class filled with potential 
stars at each position except fullback. Jared Jones is a remarkable 
thrower, and with Talman Gardner, Greg Moore and Robert 
Morgan (re-signing and entering spring semester as a true fresh- 
man), Bowden probably signed the most impressive throw-catch com- 
bination of any 1998 recruiting class. 

The balance of superior offensive and defensive line signees, 
including such players as Brett Williams, Todd Williams, 
Kevin Emanuel and Rian Cason, rivals UCLA's group of linemen. 
The downside to this class would be the loss of fullback Ja’Mar 
Toombs to Texas A&M at the final hour, and some signees are ques- 
tionable qualifiers. 


5. GEORGIA 


Coach Jim Donnan rebounded from a frustrating first season to 
win 10 games in 1997, and then followed that with Georgia’s 
strongest recruiting class in years. Keep in mind that UGA's recruiting 
efforts had been ranked 33rd nationally in ‘97. Donnan went in to 
Florida, of all places, to beat the local schools on three of the top 
seven prospects from the state: linebackers William Witherspoon 
and Kawika Mitchell, and wide receiver J.R. Jenkins. 

Georgia's defensive backs rank as the finest in the country. Cap 
Burnett, Terreal Bierria, Terrence Edwards and Tim Wans- 
ley all were ranked by SuperPrep among the top 20 secondary 
prospects in the country. Edwards could end up playing quarterback, 
but beating out SuperPrep All-America passer Nate Hybl is a 
tall order. 

And 1997 super recruit Jasper Sanks (a former USA Today 
All-American) is back after spending a year at Fork Union (Va.}, 
where he was team MYP. He should add some sizzle to the Dawg’s 
running game. 


NATIONAL RECRUITING 


6. ALABAMA 


Coach Mike DuBose wanted fo take care of the state before any- 
thing else, and he dominated Alabama by signing 14 in-state 
prospects in an impressive 30-player class, all of which hails from the 
Southeast. Among them are three of the top 30 junior college 
prospects in the country: defensive back Miguel Merritt, defensive 
end Todd Whitmore and offensive lineman Kenric Lott. 

Tyler Watts is the Tide's top quarterback recruit in a long time, 
and he turned out to be something of a Pied Piper for talent, with 
major recruits like running back Shontua Ray (6,152 prep yards, 


71 TDs), wide receivers Freddie Milons and Sam Collins, and full- 


back Marvin Brown all following Watts to Tuscaloosa. 

And it isn’t all offense, either. Reggie Myles has the looks of a 
fantastic cover corner, and defensive lineman Kindal Moorehead 
rated as the second-best prospect in the state of Tennessee. 


7. FLORIDA 


One of the things that makes this class so impressive is that not 
only is it filled with on-field talent, but many of the players are class- 
room stars as well. That's significant because several of the classes 
ranked above them are counting on non-qualifiers to post qualifying 
scores in the summertime — never a sure thing — which means this 
group could move up by the time the season starts. 

Wideout John Capel was truly a kid who “changed his mind 
every day” during the recruiting process, previously committing to 
Miami and Clemson before signing with the Gators. But the speed 
he'll take to Gainesville is consistently superb (he ran a 10.1 100m at 
the National Scholastic Championships), for which Steve Spurrier will 
probably find a use. 

The Gators suffered a tragic loss with the April drowning death of 
super recruit James McGriff. McGriff was from Melbourne, Florida. 


8. TENNESSEE 


For the fifth year in a row, the Vols landed a Top 10-quality 
class, following on the heels of their 1997 SEC championship. Quar- 
terback Joey Mathews hopes to become the next Peyton Manning, 
arriving in Knoxville after being named the Tennessee Class 5A 
Player of the Year. 

Mathews and four other Volunteer recruits enrolled in school in the 
spring and hope to contribute to another successful season in 1998. 
Although this class lacks much in the way of running backs and wide 
receivers, it is a group that fits well with last year's class, which met 
those needs well. 

In the now-pass-happy SEC, quality defensive backs are a top pri- 
ority, and this is another fine collection: Willie Miles, Shawn 
Seabrooks, Tad Golden and Teddy Gaines. Coach Phillip Ful- 
mer needed immediate help at linebacker, where Bernard Jack- 
son, Omari Hand and Keyon Whiteside are the most 
noteworthy of a strong group. Defensive lineman John Henderson 
is a devastating defender whose speed and versatility is apparent by 
his 45 receptions for 560 yards and 11 TDs as a prep senior. 


9. LSU 


With so many quality running backs already in Baton Rouge, the 
Tigers loaded up elsewhere with this class. This is a large group of large 
people, with guys like 6-6, 305-pound Kenderick Allen and 6-4, 305- 
pounder Howard Green leading the defensive prospects, and 6-8, 350- 
pound All-American Brad Smalling the biggest of the offensive bunch. 

With the linemen that LSU stockpiled this year, it could be the foun- 
dation of a powerful team at the turn of the century. 

Consider that coach Gerry DiNardo yanked defensive back 
Damien James away from Michigan late, and went into Texas 
for big-time tight end Jason Baggett (6-6, 250). Look at it this way, 
this is the finest class in the country that does not even contain a 
potential quarterback. 

Saturday nights are fun again in Baton Rouge. This class will keep 


the party going. 
10. TEXAS 


Gotta hand it to Mack Brown for putting together this class so 
quickly. Verrrry impressive. 

Brown rolled into town on Dec. 5 and started almost hopelessly 
behind, with most of the best prospects already having eliminated 
Texas from consideration. So he and his staff began the arduous pro- 
ject of introducing themselves to prospects and getting them to recon- 
sider their options — essentially decommitting from places like 
Colorado (defensive back Jamal Joyner), Texas A&M (running 
back Victor Ike) and Miami (defensive back Lee Jackson), 
among others. 

As it turned out, Texas signed 13 of SuperPrep’s top 43 players in 
the state, which is quite a slice for an area that is recruited so hard 
and so well by so many interlopers. There is some great speed here 
with wide receiver Montrell Flowers, linebacker Everick Rawls, 
defensive end Jermaine Anderson and quarterback Beau Tra- 
han leading the way. 


11. PENN STATE 


Eddie Drummond and Eric McCoo are a couple of running backs 
who bring tremendous speed to Happy Valley, and when linebacker 
Shamar Finney — who pushed his decision until the final day — 
announced that he would join the Nittany Lions, the class was complete. 

Coach Joe Paterno needed a big-time linebacker to flush out the 
class, and the 6-2, 245-pound Finney was the guy. He might well 
grow into a defensive lineman, but Florida, Florida State and Ohio 
State all were vying for his services. 

The three offensiveliners signed, including All-American Matt 
Schmitt, already weigh in at over 280 pounds, and the defensive-lin- 
ers are even bigger with Gus Felder (300 pounds) and Tom 
Gohlston (290 pounds) highlighting that group. Super-secret Mike 
Haynes has some observers believing he will turn out big-time. 

This class is certainly not the caliber of last years class (Super Prep 
#2). However, it is still a solid class that should keep the Happy Valley 
faithful happy. 
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12. NORTH CAROLINA 


The Tar Heels were on their way to a Top 5 class before losing the 
momentum, along with their head coach, in early December. Still, 
new coach Carl Torbush took over and kept things from falling apart. 
North Carolina signed seven of the top 10 prospects in the state, and 
Torbush was able to hold the reins on most of his long-distance recruits 
— such as quarterback Luke Huard from Washington. 

And then the Tar Heels capped it off six weeks later by yanking 
two-sport star Ronald Curry out from under Virginia's nose ... 
although it remains to be seen how much football Curry winds up 
playing. He's projected as a hoops hero in Chapel Hill. 

Defensive lineman Kenderick Allen did switch to LSU, but that 
switch might have happened anyway. Extra-large and fast athlete 
Julius Peppers (6-6, 240, 4.65) was ranked by SuperPrep as the 
nation’s seventh-best prospect, regardless of position. Wide receiver 
Chesley Borders had 80 receptions for 24 TDs over the last two 
years and averaged 26 yards a catch as a senior. 


13. OHIO STATE 


For the most part, this group of newcomers is the best 14-man 
class any program could hope to sign. The Buckeyes missed on some 
key players, too (Tony Fisher to Notre Dame, Shamar Finney to Penn 
State, Jashon Sykes to Colorado}, but considering they had so few 
scholarships available meant they wound up signing an excellent ath- 
lete at almost every position. Incredibly, of the 14 players, nine of 
them received SuperPrep All-America status. 

Quarterback Steve Bellisari offers a good place to start on 
offense, and the defensive line has a dynamite threesome in Julius 
Yeast, Ryan Pickett and Jonathan Wells, who is slated to play 
fullback at OSU. And for quick assistance, linebacker James Cotton 
was ranked by SuperPrep as the third-best juco player in the country. 

Coach John Cooper and his staff already have moved out quickly 
on the class of ‘99 and have several early commitments, including one 
from superior Ohio running back Kelton Lindsay. 


14. ARIZONA STATE 


With a solid nucleus, but some holes in the lineup, the Sun Devils 
need some help at a few spots for 1998 as they make another run at the 
Pac-10 title. Which is why coach Bruce Snyder went the junior college 
route to bring in some key players, particularly on the defensive line. 

The Sun Devils are counting on production from superb transfers 
Eric Flowers and Junior loane, both of whom were ranked by Super- 
Prep among the nation’s top 50 juco players, regardless of position. 
Add three quality incoming freshmen on the defensive front, and the 
Devils don’t look so thin there, anymore. 

ASU seesawed back and forth with Colorado before winning the 
signature of defensive lineman/tight end Mike Pinkard. The Sun Dey- 
ils recruited the states of Arizona, California and Texas well, but did not 
close in similar fashion, losing star wide receiver Michael Ainsworth to 
Cal and Dante’ Stallworth to Tennessee. Still, a guy like Kyran Jones, 
who scored 30 TDs in just eight games and set the Arizona schoolboy 
record with 388 yards in one game, will be interesting to follow. 


15. MICHIGAN STATE 


Coach Nick Saban fended off NFL rumors through the postseason 
— he declared early enough in recruiting that he was simply not leav- 
ing. Paramount in the recruiting season was not to wake up on sign- 
ing day and watch hometown defensive star Josh Thornhill escape 
to Ohio State or Michigan. 

The Lansing linebacker stayed home, and with quarterback Ryan 
Van Dyke and running back Little John Flowers, the Spartans 
wound up with a fabulous 1-2-3 punch that few teams in the Midwest 
could match. 

Some other key prospects were awaiting test results, however, 
which kept this class from ranking a bit higher. 


The Trojans were on their way to a great recruiting class when the 
coaching change hit. The new staff did an admirable job of hanging in 
there, saving some guys and getting others. That the class doesn’t mea- 
sure up to what it might have been can be said about a lot of schools. 

In view of the bitter transition from coach John Robinson‘s second 
campaign, this no-timeeft effort by Paul Hackett and the small staff he 
assembled for recruiting, led by coordinator Larry Petroff, should be 
viewed as a major accomplishment. 

It will be intriguing to watch tremendous thrower Carson Palmer 
compete against the incredible athlete, Jason Thomas. Running 
back Sultan McCullough brings great speed to the program, a 
characteristic that was lacking in the backfield. Running back Frank 
Strong wavered seriously in favor of Nebraska, as did both Thomas 
and McCullough. But Hackett was able to keep the Huskers from 
severely reducing the big-name value of his first effort. 


17. NEBRASKA 


Another firstyear coach, Frank Solich, recruited very much like 
Tom Osborne: Wrap up the best players in the state of Nebraska, col- 
lect some of the best that nearby states have to offer, and go to Cali- 
fornia for the balance of talent. 

Only problem is, most of the Californians wound up going else- 
where this year, so this class is not as deep as the Huskers would 
have liked. But let's face it, that’s how it has worked so offen in the 
past for Osborne, who never has been known for Top 5 or 10 recruit 
ing classes on signing day. 

Still, the class is strong on defense, with guys like defensive end 
Justin Smith from Texas committing early and linebacker Tony Tata 
from Hawaii committing late. Running back Dahrran Diedrick is the 
Cornhuskers’ first scholarship recruit from Canada, and he’s a big catch, 
considering he chose Nebraska over Michigan, Ohio State and Syracuse. 


18. STANFORD 


While this class isn’t as flashy as other Top 20 groups, a closer look 
reveals a good balance and unusual depth for the Cardinal. Six defensive 


“You'll Love PrepStar Magazine!” 
—WMike Sanford, Notre Dame 


“PrepStar magazine is truly a well done 
and very impressive publication” 
—Bill Conley, Ohio State Football 


“| wouldn’t go into a recruiting year without 
my copy of PrepStar Magazine.” 
y —Randy Taylor, UCLA 


W “| have found your magazine to be really 
helpful and a great source of recruiting.” 
—Bob LaCivita, Auburn Football 
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backs, five offensive linemen and three wide receivers give coach Tyrone 
Willingham the kind of depth and speed that Stanford often lacks. 

The Cardinal didn’t sign a quarterback at all, but remember that 
the class of ‘97 came fully equipped with Randy Fasani. As usual, 
itis a geographically diverse group, with states like Utah (inside line- 
backer Cooper Blackhurst) and Idaho (wide receiver Caleb 
Bowman) sending their finest prospects to The Farm. 

This is a solid class that should make the Cardinal very competitive. 


19. VIRGINIA TECH 


Having gotten the job done on the field in recent years, this year 
the Hokies made some serious inroads on the recruiting trail. Coach 
Frank Beamer signed a class of 21 players that included five Super- 
Prep All-Americans, including quarterback Michael Vick and run- 
ning back Lee Suggs. 

Tech recruited well in Virginia, signing seven of SuperPrep’s Top 
10 in-state prospects, and filled its primary need: Linemen. Beamer 
signed seven offensive linemen and two on defense. 

While much of the recruiting spotlight was on two-sport star 
Ronald Curry, the Hokies were more than happy to tab Vick, who 
rates as one of the top quarterbacks in the country. 


20. OKLAHOMA 


For quite a while during the recruiting campaign, things didn’t 
look great for the Sooners. But coach John Blake and his staff had rea- 
son to smile at the end, especially when they got running back Jay 
Hunt, linebacker Rocky Calmus and big running back Josh Nor- 
man shortly before signing day. Another key recruit was Juco offen- 
sive lineman Stockar McDougle, who had originally signed with 
OU in ‘96 but appeared to be on his way to Miami before Blake 
wrestled him back to Norman. 

Significant was the way the Sooners won an important battle for in- 
state defensive end Frank Romero over Notre Dame and Kansas State. 


21. COLORADO 


As much as any program in the country, the Buffs went head-up 
with other superpowers in particular recruiting battles, winning some 
and losing others. 

Popular thinking had this as a disappointing recruiting class, par- 
ticularly after coach Rick Neuheisel and his staff finished second on a 
number of high-profile players. But it makes little sense to be disap- 
pointed with a program that signed All-America prospects like quarter- 
back Taylor Barton, linebacker Jashon Sykes, offensive lineman 
Justin Bates and defensive back Chris Cash. 

Suddenly, the depth at quarterback is much better and should pro- 
mote good competition for several years. Juco transfer Mike 
Moschetti, o quarterback/defensive back who said no to lowa and 
Oklahoma, should be helpful, and in the longer term, so should the 
addition of Barton and Texas prep star Zac Colvin. 

The Buffs were one of the few teams to beat UCLA in a one-on-one 
matchup when they signed Texas defensive back Michael Lewis. 


22. PURDUE 


First the Boilermakers experience their first bowl game in 13 years, 
and now they sign a Top 25 recruiting class? Joe Tiller for governor! 

So Purdue took a big step toward turning last season's 8-4 
record into a routine occurrence in West Lafayette. For the first time 
in a long time, big-time recruits, including AllAmerica running backs 
from Texas (Sedrick Brown and Montrell Lowe) and an All- 
America tight end from Arizona (Doyal Butler) and the like, 
wound up heading to Purdue. Take Butler, for instance. He turned 
down Miami, Ohio State, Arizona State and California. 


23. ARIZONA 


Can this 27-player group help Dick Tomey and the Wildcats get to 
their first Rose Bowl? The cast of junior college talent, led by defensive 
lineman Terrell Jurineack, offensive lineman Manu Savea and 
linebacker Antonio Pierce, could help in the short term, and the 
prep signees boost the team speed. 

lt appeared that Arizona was one of the schools that capitalized 
most significantly on the USC coaching mess. Tight end Ryan Zylius 
and offensive lineman Aaron Higgenbotham both chose Arizona 
over Southern California. And if super running back Leo Mills quali- 
fies, this class would rate even higher. 


24. MISSOURI 


Larry Smith has been building gradually at Missouri, and in his 
fourth season the Tigers broke through into a bowl game. Smith and 
the Tigers have broken into the Top 25 with a fine class. 

Missouri does not ordinarily sign the top linebacker in Texas 
(Mike Clay) and arguably the finest prospect in Missouri (offensive 
lineman Justin Bland). Defensive end Justin Smith is also a mem- 
ber of this year’s SuperPrep National 50 team. 

And the success of multipurpose quarterback Corby Jones in 
Smith's system had to have a lot to do with the successful recruitment 
of Florida signal-caller Neal Colzie. Colzie was recruited by Florida 
State and Miami as a defensive back, but signed with Missouri to take 
a shot at being a major-college quarterback. 


25. PITTSBURGH 


Firstyear coach Walt Harris brought some of the Ohio State win- 
ning mentality to Pitt, and apparently he brought a winning approach 
to Pitt recruiting, too. 

The Panthers used their first bowl appearance in nine years to 
build an infectious enthusiasm and sign their best recruiting class in 
several years. Amir Purifoy was the most highly recruited line- 
backer in Western Pennsylvania (as well as SuperPrep’s No. 8 nation- 
ally ranked running back), and like Penn State, Pitt signed six of the 
top 20 players in the state. 

Harris recognizes he needs some quick help, too, and addressed 
that need with 10 mid-year transfers. 


82. Linoy’s FoorBatt ANNUALS 


1998 


NATIONAL RECRUITING 


9 8 for 8 TALMAN GARDNER 6-1. 185. New Orleans, LA... Florida Site 


Top Incoming 


FRESH MEN a : | LINEBACKERS 


K. MOOREHEAD 5 Aloboma 


C. PIERRE-ANTOINE6-3 


QUARTERBACKS 


T___ WT, HOMETOWN, STATE (HS) COLLEGE ; 

BESS aerate ota eit PATRICK HUGHES | 6-4. 235. Nocogdoches, TX)... 
RONALD CURRY — 6-2 _190__Hampton, VA North Caroling ; 
nr eer eae ee BOBBY BLIZZARD 6-7. 235 HompIOn. VA... sees MOMUCKY 


llwater, Oklahoma s 
PON psccc ea ea CON MAG ETE Le 
DREW HENSON 6-4 215. Br J oth antes tee 


prerrrrirertirtttr riser settecseneesseeasssouse seen 


CARSON PALMER | Re » Sonta Margarita, CA USC 
CARSON CARIES. .68...218, Aonehe Son MOON ON US eseseess)  MIKEPINKARD 6-5 


MICHAEL VICK 18 
weneeee Cerettrrererirereny JOHN DAY-OWENS 6-4 


ceevueueveseeuuseureveesetensese eesedesavecee’s 


RYAN VAN DYKE 64 } shail, Michigan State : x 


PERMA. sets POT Ae cas aacesaancs eee snvaes 


DOYAL BUTLER 


FFENSIVE LINEMEN) * 


RUNNING BACKS re) 
= — KAWIKA MITCHELL 6-2 240 

NAME oe HT. WT. HOMETOWN, STATE (HS) COLLEGE __WT,_ HOMETOWN, STATE (HS) COLLEGE 

Fern B 188, SPETION OMS, Ch .. se AMENOO.. RETF WILLIAMS 6-6. 320. Kissinmes-Oseeolo FL. Floida Sle 


BEN GAY J Spring, 1 Baylor 

BEN GAY. .25:1.,200.9 oe HL ne ereeerere ee re PScARSRES MIKE PEARSON 6-8 286. Setiner, FL (Armwood) 

VICTOR IKE 180_ Austin, TX (Bowie) Texos 

Shestasereneccensessesnes phim wna nage ty UREN RCENSORE FIG-B x GDh Bseias Wine, cs c.ureet 

ROBERT GILLESPIE 5-9 183 ) 

eps TD are MIKE SAFFER 8:5, 295, Tusson AZ (Sabino) | UCLA... 
LEO MILLS 6-2, 215. Humble, be 
teense el TET cecssseeese MEM. BRAD SMALLING 6-8 350 WestMonoe.A ISU 
ANTOINEO HARRIS 6-1 210 Boling 
SERS Ero ad JON STINCHCOMB (6-6 250. Lilburn, GA (Parkview)... 


RYAN SCAROLA | 6:5. 305. Murysvilla, PA... 

}_N. Kensington 
ptr rbnaty MATT SCHM: 65 
SEDRICK BROWN 6-2 215  Vicloria, TX Purdue 
DESHAUN FOSTER A 
naqeagsiiveesins ete CAP BURNETT 
WALTER CROSS prrvertrec J 
a5 a Ae TERREAL BIERRIA 6-4. 220. Slidell LA (Saimen), Georgia... 

i ie ee et ore 

NAME, esesoesseelll So PeTiEaeeenasettl a ABB. Dai Tan 


Berererrrrerrniry) 


DENNIS JOHNSON 6-7 fs coe, WIRE MILES | .--.80...175, Fod Worth, TX (ur 


eeceeeseetenesaceas 


JOHN HENDERSON . Tenne: DEUAN GROCE -_.-6:10 


ATHLETES 


KYRAN JONES. 
FULLBACKS 


snl ME OMEN STATES) COME Acca ga 
aryh B OD 6- siessenmineceromea. DAMIEN JAMES 6-1. 
MIKE MCNAIR 6-2. 225, Soin OA... M@DOM. Saaireat 


JULIUS YEAST. ...85.. 240, Horodsburg, KY.........,,Ohig Stole... JULIUS PEPPERS -as.aflorth Coroling 


WIDE RECEIVERS KEVIN EMANUEL | 6-4, 238. WOO0.TK a sesenen 
I s ——RSTINSMITN G5. 245. Stern TR... .  LOVELLHOUSTON 6.1. 183. De 


CRAIG ALBRECHT 6-4 | 285 . Si. Louis, MO (Burroughs) Northwestern... 


M. WALKER 6-4 200 Syrocuse, NY (Henninger) Michigon MATT LEONARD 6-4 290 Polmdale, CA Stonford 


Top High School 
SENIORS 


QUARTERBACKS 


NAME cc cseeseeseadll..... AMT... HOMETOWN 
CARL CRAWFORD. 6:2 

KEVIN FANT 

¢ 

REX GROSSMAN 6:2... 180, .»» Blogmings 
J.R, HOUSE 1.190. Nitto, WV 


15.6 AON. Bedgh POW, CA ase 


ELL MANNING -4 


ROD RUTHERFORD | 6-3. 


MATT SCHAUB 


SANTONIO BEARD 6-0 Nashville Pearl-Cohn, 


RAY CATHIE 2 7 Pittsburgh North Cothol 


Mi: JOHNSON vasvsves tien 


A, LAWSTON 


WT... HOMETO! 


BO SCAIFE Denver Mullen, C 


6-4 225 Westlake Villoge, CA 


DEREK SMITH 6-6 


K 


A. CLARKE 6- Shoker t 


RYAN GILLIS 


A. HAYNESWORTH. 


TLAFAVOR....... 


COREY'REDDING 

E 

CHAZ WILLIAMS, 
ROY WILLIAMS 005% 


WALTER YOUNG 


COURTNEY YOUNG. 6:5... 285. 


NATIONAL RECRUITING — 


«o_o fluuskepon Hlghy Ml... 


Deland, FL 


Purvis, 


LINEBACKERS 


KEVIN MITCHELL 


KENDYLL POPE 


eine 


HOMETOWN, 


«225... Austin MoCallum, TX, 


Loke City Columbia, FL 


},D- STANLEY 


2 


Berwick, PA 


DANIEL DAVIS 


Stafford Brooke Point, Vi 


BRIAN LEWIS 


KELTON LINDSAY... 8:1.....190.... 


NICK MADDOX 


JAMAR Moz! 


Boca Raton Spanish River, FL 


.. Maryland Heights Pattonvilla, MO 


_, Kannapolis Brown, NC 


Blue Spriny 


MICHAEL OWENS 


206 


ONTERRIO SMITH... 


L. TOEFIELD 


9 UL 


_ Sacromenio Grant, CA 


Ind 


TIMVANDERSON....... 


ROBERT BRANCH... 


«HOMETOWN, 


6-2 308... 


Abington, PA 


ceeePevetseseeeeses Joe eeeee teeeeee 


DARRELL RIDEAUX 
g 
BRYAN SCOTT 


LITO SHEPPARD. 


DONTAE WALKER 5:10. 


TARRON BROOKS, ....6:1,....190..,, Austin McCollum TX, TRAMAYNE WALKER 6-1 


REGGIE BROWN 62 185 Corpollton, GA DENNIS WYRICK 6-1 LaPuente Bishop Amat, FL 


HC RECRUITING 


Dousrt It Not, THE TIDE ROLLED 


by Tom Lemming / Prep Football Report 


1. ALABAMA 


Although opinions vary on the kind of recruiting class Alabama 
brought in this year, a head-to-head comparison with the other pro- 
grams in the league indicates that coach Mike DuBose and his staff 
signed one heck of a class and is well deserving of this high ranking. 

Following the 4-7 disappointment of his first season, DuBose and 
his staff hit Tennessee, Mississippi and, of course, Alabama extremely 
hard. The first came up with quarterback Tyler Watts of Pelham, and 
from there the hits just kept on coming as they they just about com- 
pletely wiped out their state. 

It was a good year for talent in Alabama, and the list of local 
prospects signed by the Crimson Tide was extremely impressive: full- 
back Marvin Constant of Tuscaloosa; wide receiver Sam Williams of 
Fayette County; defensive lineman Terry Jones of Tuscaloosa; running 
back Shontua Ray of Montevallo; offensive lineman Marico Portis of 
Prichard and huge offensive lineman Bart Raulston, a 6-8, 320- 
pounder from Sylvania — and perhaps the state's top athlete, quarter- 
back/defensive back Damien Jones of Prichard, who is also 
considered to be one of the nation’s top baseball prospects. From Ten- 
nessee, Alabama will be bringing such notables to Tuscaloosa as all- 
everything defensive lineman Kindal Moorehead of Memphis, running 
back Ahmaad Galloway of Millington and super-strong quarter- 
back/wide receiver/defensive back Eric Locke of Murfreesboro. 
Alabama also landed two of the top four prospects of Mississippi in 
defensive back Reggie Myles of Pascagoula and wide receiver/defen- 
sive back Freddie Milons of Starkville. Another signee who should 
contribute immediately is defensive back Miguel Merritt of San Fran- 
cisco C.C. From top to bottom this is a class loaded with blue-chippers 
and players who can contribute immediately to a weak team. 

Headliner: Without a doubt, Tyler Watts has been one of the 
most closely scrutinized prep stars in Alabama history. This past year 
he did not disappoint when he completed 201 of 339 passes for 
2,464 yards and 20 TDs. 

Sleeper: linebacker/defensive end Theo Sanders from Birming- 
ham is an all-around athlete who can run. He may grow into a defen- 
sive end. 


2. GEORGIA 


Over the past couple of years, the Bulldogs have had trouble keep- 
ing the top in-state players at home. This year they solved the problem 
by hiring ace recruiter Rodney Gardner away from Tennessee right in 
the middle of the recruiting season, and the move worked as the Bull- 
dogs landed just about every top in-state player they offered. Heading 
to Athens will be such in-state blue-chippers as quarterback Terrence 
Edwards of Sandersville; defensive lineman George Foster of Macon; 
defensive lineman David Jacobs of Atlanta; tight end lan Knight of 
Snellville; offensive lineman Ben Lowe of Thomaston; defensive line- 
man Terin Smith of Folkston; defensive lineman Ken Veal of Cedar- 
town; quarterback Regan Torbert of Ford Valley; all-everything 
offensive lineman Jon Stinchcomb of Lilburn; defensive lineman Rod- 
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ney Bailey of Folkston; defensive back Cap Burnett of College Park; 
and linebacker Jessie Miller of Sandersville. The Bulldogs addressed 
their needs at the defensive line, offensive line, quarterback and line- 
backer positions. Out of state, Georgia landed former prep All-Amer- 
ica defensive lineman Tyrone Robertson of Fork Union, Va.; linebacker 
Kawika Mitchell of Orlando, Fla.; and defensive back Terreal Bierria 
of Slidell, La. 

Headliner: Jon Stinchcomb, a 6-6, 265-pound offensive lineman, 
will be joining his older brother and college AllAmerican Matt Stinch- 
comb at Georgia. 

Sleeper: Rodney Bailey. This 6-4, 220-pound linebacker is a 
sleeper because he missed a good part of the ‘97 season due to 
injuries. Still, in just four games, he recorded 38 tackles and four 
sacks at the defensive end position. 


3. LSU 


In the past, the major reason why the Tigers of LSU have had such 
great recruiting success is because they have been able to keep just 


FRESHMEN OF INFLUENCE 


Kendrick Allen DL. 6-5 265 


Jon Wells 
Brett Williams 


W. Witherspoon LB 6-3 215 Panama City, FL 


Georgia 


Linpy’s FooTsatt ANNUALS 85 


SEC RECRUITING 


about every top in-state player at home. This year proved to be no 
exception. The Tigers talked quarterback/defensive back Damien 
James of Carencro out of a commitment to Michigan and into signing 
with the Tigers. This 6-0, 190-pounder is a terrific athlete. He will be 
joined in Baton Rouge by such other in-state notables as linebacker 
Chris Cooper of West Jefferson; defensive lineman Howard Green of 
Donaldsyille; tailback Josh Reed of Rayne; wide receiver Reggie Robin- 
son of Shreveport; offensive lineman Rob Sail of Monroe; offensive 
lineman Bob Wynne of New Orleans; and huge offensive lineman 
Brad Smalling (6-8, 350) of West Monroe. Out of state the Tigers 
received some much-needed help at the tight end position by bagging 
Jason Baggett of Baytown, Texas, and got another huge offensive line 
prospect in Sam Forehand (6-7, 340) from Vancleave, Miss. 

Headliner: Damien James, 6-0, 190, is a prep quarterback who 
will be switched either to running back or defensive back in college. 
He is a speedster who has been timed in a 4.38 40 and has aver- 
aged over 10 yards per carry in his prep career. 

Sleeper: Chris Cooper, 6-0, 230. This AllNew Orleans selection 
may not be the tallest linebacker around, but he is certainly one of the 
toughest. He recorded 88 tackles and 15 quarterback sacks in ’97. 


4, FLORIDA 


lt was not a great year for talent in the state of Florida, but of what 
talent there was, the Gators certainly signed more than their fair 
share. It was not a great year for quarterback prospects in Florida, 
either, but they did land super-productive Donald Caldwell of Tampa 
and the South’s fastest wide receiver prospect John Capel of 
Brooksville. The Gators needed help at the running back position, and 
they certainly got it by landing such tailback notables as Robert Gille- 
spie of Hattiesburg, Miss.; fullback Earnest Graham of Cape Coral, 
Fla.; Derrick Corker of Ft. Lauderdale; and two-way back Marquis 
Westbrook of Cordele, Ga. The Gators also did a great job in the 
Peach State landing not only Westbrook, but also defensive back 
Tabious Carter of Fort Valley and defensive back Robert Cromartie of 
Atlanta, Some other huge Nee catches were offensive lineman 
Mike Pearson (6-7, 280) of Seffner; defensive lineman Chris Reynolds 
of Tallahassee; and tight end Aaron Walker of Titusville. 

Headliner: Mike Pearson, a 6-7, 285-pound offensive tackle, is 
generally regarded as the No. 1 offensive line prospect in the country. 

Sleeper: David Jorgensen, a 6-5, 285-pound defensive lineman 
from Avon Old Farms, Connecticut. A prep schooler who did not play 
this past season, Jorgensen was generally regarded as one of the top 
defensive line prospects in the prep ranks a year ago. 


5. TENNESSEE _ 


The Volunteers overcame some in-state losses to archrival Alabama 
by doing some outstanding out-of-state recruiting of their own. They 
went into New Jersey and landed defensive back Shawn Seabrooks 
of Paterson and former prep All-America linebacker Roger Alexander 
of Nassau C.C. They also inked one of the top two prospects in the 
state of Kentucky; linebacker Bernard Jackson of Louisville. The super- 
talented Jackson has the ability to play either defensive end, line- 
backer or defensive tackle in college. UT also landed one of the 
south’s fastest prospects in Leonard Scott of Zachery, La., and defen- 
sive back Tad Golden, who was one of the more heavily recruited 
prospects from the state of Georgia. Like everyone else, Tennessee 
landed a top prospect from the state of Florida when they inked defen- 


sive lineman Omari Hand of Tallahassee. Offensive lineman Will 
Overstreet of Jackson, Miss., is another top signee. Two of the Vols’ 
top catches were from Texas, offensive lineman Tim Hodges of Win- 
nie and defensive back Willie Miles of Ft. Worth. Their earliest catch 
may have been their best: defensive lineman John Henderson of 
Nashville. The Volunteers went into this recruiting season looking for 
help at the offensive line, defensive line, running back and defensive 
back, and filled their needs extremely well at those spots. 

Headdliner: John Henderson, a 6-7 280-pounder from Nashville, 
is perhaps the most talented defensive lineman prospect to come out 
of the state of Tennessee since Reggie White. 

Sleeper: Linebacker Roger Alexander, a forgotten former prep All- 
American who weighed 195 pounds when he came out of Paterson, 
NJ, but now weighs 235 after playing at Nassau CC in New York. 


6. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks got off to an excellent recruiting start this past 
year, signing many of the state’s top stars before the other schools got 
a shot at them. Early on they were able to land running back Nate 
Gary of Laurens; tight end Chris Thigpen of Winnsboro; and quarter- 
back Keith Matkins of West Charlotte, NC. Although they lost the top 
two prospects in the state, they were able to land just about every 
other one, which includes offensive lineman Michael Blakely of Lexing- 
ton; linebacker Ken Harney of Fairfax; linebacker Franky McCullum of 
Florence; and running back Jamie Scott of Mullins. The South Carolina 
staff also did a bang-up job in the state of Florida, reeling in such 
stars as defensive lineman Jon Ragans of Palatka; defensive lineman 
Spencer Stockbarger of Punta Gorda; linebacker Lenny Williams of 
Tampa; and defensive lineman Larrell Johnson of Tampa. 

Headliner: Running back Jon Martin, a 5-11, 205-pound back 
from Columbia, who rushed for 2,154 yards and 25 TDs in ‘97 after 
totaling 2,151 yards and 18 TDs in ‘96. 

Sleeper: Franky McCullum, a 6-3, 220-pound linebacker from 
South Florence, did not get the All-America recognition like some of 
the other national supers, but definitely deserved it. He is a very 
intense and competitive linebacker who can run with the best. 


7. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Head coach Jackie Sherrill did one heck of a job recruiting the JC 
ranks this year, and blended that outstanding group with some out- 
standing prep standouts. The prep stars heading to Starkville are all- 
everything running back Justin Griffith of Magee; defensive lineman 
Mario Haggan of Clarksdale; running back Dicenzo Miller of Weir; 
wide receiver Marco Minor of Natchez; running back Edward Prather 
of Falkner; defensive lineman Conner Stephens of Ackerman; and 
offensive lineman Kyle Wallace of Mendenhall. The Bulldogs’ staff is 
also excited about quarterback Brandon Butler of New Orleans; wide - 
receiver Harold Lindsey of Marietta, Ga., and defensive lineman 
Kenny Sears of Huntsville, Ala. Along the j juco route, expect big things 
from quarterback Kelvin Love of Coahoma JC and linebacker Bobby 
Pressley of Butler CC. 

Headliner: Justin Griffith is one of the country’s finest backs. He 
is a strong runner with great quickness, balance and excellent straight- 
ahead speed. Griffith should be an instant star for the Bulldogs. 

Sleeper: Mario Haggan, a 6-3, 250-pound linebacker, should 
make a major impact if he is moved to the defensive line. An explo- 
sive player with great strength. 


SEC RECRUITING 


8. AUBURN 


Although the Tigers lost many of the top stars in their own state, 
they rebounded well and landed some of the South’s finest prospects. 
That list is headed by such Southern stars as tight end Lorenzo Dia- 
mond of Biloxi, Miss.; running back Curtis Lee of Jacksonville, Fla.: 
wide receiver Willie Northern of Quincy, Fla.; defensive lineman 
Brian Parchinski of Melbourne, Fla.; defensive back Rashaud Walker 
of Decatur, Ga.; wide receiver Ronney Daniels of Lake Wales, Fla., and 
tight end Michael Lindsey of Evans, Ga. In-state, the Tigers did land 
three supers when they signed defensive lineman Robert Malone and 
linebacker Roderick Jones of Prichard; and fullback Don Page of Foley. 
So as you can see, Auburn filled its needs nicely at the tight end, defen- 
sive line, offensive line, linebacker and running back positions. 

The Tigers added an outstanding athlete in placekicker/punter 
Damon Duvall, one of the nation’s top soccer players. 

Headliner: Defensive lineman Robert Malone, a 6-5, 250-pound 
pass-rusher, has the potential to become one of the more dominant 
defenders in the Southeastern Conference. He is considered by many 
to be the best prospect to come out of the Mobile area since offensive 
lineman Willie Anderson. 

Sleeper: Roderick Jones. A linebacker who totaled 133 tackles, 
three picks and 21 tackles for losses in ‘97, Jones was overlooked by 
many of the top Southern schools, but | consider him to be one of the 
best linebackers in the country. 


9. KENTUCKY 


This recruiting season mirrored the one of two years ago when the 
Wildcats put all their eggs in the basket of quarterback Tim Couch. 
This season everything hinged on defensive lineman Dennis Johnson, 
the USA Today Defensive Player of the Year from Harrodsburg. The 
Wildcats have got themselves a superstar pass-rusher with tremendous 
athletic ability. He will also be joined in Lexington by such defensive 
standouts as defensive lineman Chris Demaree of Louisville; defensive 
lineman Richard Hardin of Louisville; defensive back David Johnson of 
Virginia Beach, Va.; defensive back Vincent Harrison of Cincinnati, 
Ohio; defensive back Anthony Kelly of Graceville, Fla.; and defensive 
back Terral Starks of Mayfield, Ky. The Wildcats did not ignore the 
offensive side of the ball, inking such notables as tight end Bobby Bliz- 
zard of Hampton, Va.; running back Martez Johnson of Detroit; wide 
receiver Mike Beirne of The Woodlands, Texas; and wide receiver 
Kendrick Shanklin of Baton Rouge. 

Headliner: This one is a no-brainer. Dennis Johnson is the 
nation’s premier defensive player. This 6-7, 260-pound defensive end 
recorded 131 tackles, 21 quarterback sacks and nine caused fumbles 
last season. 

Sleeper: Mike Beirne, 6-3, 205. Long considered by many Big 12 
schools as a possession-type receiver, Beirne shows great hands, tremen- 
dous concentration and deceptive speed at the wide receiver position. 
continued on page 179. 
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down sore arms after practice. Wide 

receivers with blisters from catching 
so many passes. Tight ends and fullbacks 
who spend most of their time standing on 
the sideline, watching. 

This is not Gene Stallings’ football 


Fe flying. Quarterbacks icing 


ALABAMA 


CRIMSON TIDE 


wanted to set up the pass with the run, 
it’s just the opposite now. We want to set 
up the run with the pass. We are going to 
make a commitment to throw the ball. 
We want to throw it downfield as much as 
we possibly can.” 

And that’s what the Crimson Tide 


teams coach Danny Pearman. 

Then, DuBose promoted line coach 
Neil Callaway to offensive coordinator; 
brought in UNLV offensive coordinator 
Charlie Stubbs to coach quarterbacks and 
help put in the passing game; moved 
defensive coordinator Ellis Johnson from 


Bama Takes To the Air 


team anymore. 

A year after suffering through a 4-7 
debut season, Alabama head coach Mike 
DuBose is doing what he wants to do with 
this football team — and what he’s doing 
is unlike anything ever done with 
Alabama football before. 

“Our methods will change consider- 
ably,” DuBose said. “We want to score 
points. We want to try and spread the 
field and force defenses to show their 
hand, and the best way to do that is ina 
one-back offense, or no backs.” 

No backs? The school that set a record 
for wins in a decade running a full house, 
three-back wishbone offense is now sud- 
denly talking about running an offense 
with no backs in the backfield? 

“We want to be balanced,” DuBose 
said. “But while in the past, where we 


worked on all spring — passing. Out of a 
75-play scrimmage, it was not uncommon 
to see 60 pass plays called. Quarterbacks 
John David Phillips and Andrew Zow had 
to ice down their arms after every practice. 

“| never thought I'd see anything like 
it,” said Phillips, the senior who is the only 
game-experienced quarterback on the 
team. “But it’s exciting to be part of. The 
whole offense is excited. We've talked 
about opening up the offense around here 
before, but this year, it’s happening.” 

To implement this new system, 
DuBose made some sweeping changes on 
his coaching staff at the end of last sea- 
son. He fired offensive coordinator Bruce 
Arians after one season, as well as former 
offensive coordinator and receivers coach 
Woody McCorvey. He also got rid of sec- 
ondary coach Curley Hallman and special 


BAMA 


1997: 4-7 Overall; 2-6 SEC (T/5th West} 

COACH: Mike DuBose — At Alabama and 
Overall: 4-7, 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 2; 3 Offense, 
7 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Shaun 
Alexander, WR Michael Vaughn, DE Chris 
Hood, MLB Travis Carroll; CB/W/R/KR Fer- 
nando Bryant 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Alabama 
should be solid at tailback with Shaun 
Alexander plus young newcomers like 
Adam Cox and Shaun Bohannan. If the 
Junior college players produce, there 


should be talent as well as depth on the 
defensive front and linebacker. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 


line will be almost completely new, the 
quarterback will be new, and a new offen- 
sive system will be the third in three years. 


OVERVIEW: The Tide is stronger and 


more talented, but that talent is young. 
How quickly it adapts to college play as 
well as a new coaching staff will be cru- 
cial. The schedule gets tougher, so the 
team could be better without the record 
improving. 


coaching defensive line to coaching line- 
backers; brought in former Oklahoma and 
NFL defensive lineman Jackie Shipp to 
coach the defensive line; hired Clemson 
secondary coach Charlie Harbison, who 
played for Johnson at Gardner-Webb; and 
capped it all off by bringing in Florida 
State’s recruiting coordinator, Ronnie Cot- 
trell, to head up the Tide recruiting. 

“There is no question | think the staff 
works better together than it did a year 
ago,” DuBose said. “I think everyone is on 
the same page. There are no hidden agen- 
das. They are team-oriented people and 
will do what's best for this program. 

“One of the biggest mistakes | made 
last year was to assume certain things 
would be done as opposed to being 
involved and making sure they were 
being done. So | am more comfortable 
from that standpoint.” 

The changes in staff come at a good 
time as far as the team is concerned, 
because this will be, if not a young team, 
a definitely inexperienced team at most 
positions this fall. 

Inexperience will definitely be a factor 
at quarterback. Whether it’s Phillips or 
redshirt freshman Andrew Zow or incom- 
ing freshman prep All-American Tyler 
Watts, there will be a new voice calling 
the shots from behind center. 

The offensive line returns Paul Hogan 
at center and Chris Samuel at right tackle, 
but will likely have three new starters. 


SENIOR CORNERBACK FERNANDO BRYANT IS 
GOING TO GET THE CHANCE TO WORK SOME 
RECEIVING INTO HIS DEFENSIVE BACK AND 
KICKOFF RETURN DUTIES. 

PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / Cource 
| Lanis BAXLEY OL 67, 250 We , GA Burke County Freddie MILONS WR/ATH 5-11, 177 Starkville, MS Starkville 
| All-State # Three-year starter # Graded 80 percent on blocking assignments @ Bench presses 250 pounds USA Today second-team All-American @ Atfanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 . 
Marvin BROWN FB Hyattsville, MD DeMatha Catholic Mario MONDS DT 5, 340 Fi. Pierce, FL Hutchinson CC 
All-State # As a senior, had 027 yates ing ore 12 touchdowns @ Had nine receptions for 85 yards, As a sophomore, had 65 tackles, flats 18 behind the line, and seven quarterback sacks. 
Sam COLLINS WR 6-2, 185 die. Fayette County | Aires MONROE LB 6-3, 220 Tallahassee, FL Godby 
All-State @ Helped team to consecutive state championships @ Had 1,574 receiving yards as a senior. | Orlando Sentinel Super 24 @ All-State Selected to play in Florida-Georgia All-Star game # Had 150 tackles 
| ond a school-record 29 career quarterback sacks the past Iwo years. 
Marvin CONSTANT LB 6-3, 257 Tuscaloosa Central 
PrepStar All:American ¢ Aulnta Joumal-Consltution Super Southern 100 # As a senior, had 522 yards rush- Kindal MOOREHEAD LB 6-4, 284 Memphis, TN Melrose 
ing on 88 carries # Had 33 solo tackles and 29 assists # Bench presses 420 pounds. SuperPrep All-American # PrepStar Dream Team ¢ Ailanta Journal-Constituion Super Southem 100, 
Victor ELUS LB Chattanooga, TN Red Bonk Johnovan MORGAN TE 6-4, 265 Miami, FL Carol City 
Honorable mention All-State # Hed es are and five interceptions as a senior @ Played fight end on offense. Played fight end and defensive end as a senior @ Had 10 receptions for 250 yards as a junior. 
Ahmoad GALLOWAY RB 6-0, 200 nhl 1N Millington Repoie MYLES CB 6-0, 180 Pascagoula, MS Pascagoula 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 ¢ Rated No. & in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel Jeune Contvon Soper Saher 100 @ Averaged 22.9 vac on pant ems ond 4.5 yards on 
@ All-Stole @ As a senior, had 1,935 yards rushing and 23 : kickoff retums @ Had 70 tackles and three interceptions as a junior @ Member of baseball feam 
Darius GILBERT LB 6-2, 210 Oxford Oxford Marico PORTIS OG 6-3, 297 Prichard 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No. 5 player in The Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 @ Two- USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No. 11 on The Tuscaloosa ne ws Sweet 16 @ All-State. 
time All-State Played nine positions during his high school career Member of baseball team. 
Bort RAULSTON OT 68,320 Serta Sironia 
Cornelius GRIFFIN DE 65, 280 Brundidge Pearl River JC SuperPrep Al-American @ PrepSlor Dream Team © Alinta Joumal-Consiuion Super Soulhem 100 # Al- 
Junioe college All-American as a sophomore. State @ As a senior, graded 88 percent on blocking assignments Played center for basketball team. 
Damien JONES WR/ATH 6-2, 200 Prichard Vigor Shontva RAY RB 5-10, 185 Montevallo Montevallo 
Rated No, 15 in The Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 @ As a senior, had 700 yards rushing and 600 yards passing SuperPrep AllrAmerican # Ailanta Journal-Consiution Super Southern 100 Rated No 9 on The Tuscaloosa 
$ Hit six-of-six extra points and averaged 38 yards per punt Will play football and baseball at Alabama. News Sweet 16 @ All-State @ Four-year starter @ Had 2,281 yards rushing, averaging 8.8 yards per carry. 
Tery JONES, Jr. TE 64, 245 Tuscaloosa Cental Derek SANDERS DL 65, 245 Sondersvile, GA Washington County 
All-State as a junior Had 85 tockles, two quarterback sacks and three interceptions @ Will play football and SuperPrep All-American # Two-year slarfer # As a senior, had 90 tockles and five quarterback sacks, 
basketball at Alabama Played basketball only as a senior. 
| Theo SANDERS DE 6-4, 220 Birmingham Shades Valley 
Canary KNIGHT DE 6-4, 245 Tallahassee, FL City College of Son Francisco | | Averaged 10 tackles per game as a senior. 
All-Goklen State @ Had 96 tackles, including 15 for losses, seven quarterback sacks and four blocked field 
goals as a sophomore @ Had one 90-yard inlerception retum for a louchdown. Luke TUCKER QB 61,185 Fayette Fayette Cour 
Ranked No. 12 player in The Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 @ Completed 162.0332 poses for 2697 yords ond 
Eric LOCKE WR/ATH 5-9, 185 Murfreesboro, TN Murfreesboro 22 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 654 yards rushing and 1.4 touchdowns # Hod 7,400 career passing yards. 
PrepStar Dream Team @ Alfanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Three-time All-State # Two-time 
Mr, Football in Tennessee @ Three-year starter at quarterback @ Had 7,249 career yards and 95 touchdowns. Tyler WATTS QB 6-3, 205 Pelham, AL Pelham 
| PrepStar and SuperPrep All-American @ Atlanta Journal: Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Rated No. | player 
Kenric LOTT OT 65,310 Blackshear, GA Jones JC | in The Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 @ Starting quarterback since freshman season, 
Florida Times Union Super 24 as a prep senior. 
Phillip WEEKS S 6-2, 170 Lake Butler, FL Union County 
Kieece tare 63, 310 Montevallo Montevallo Two-year starter @ Had 95 career tackles, six interceptions, one blocked punt and three fumble recoveries. 
Slate @ Rated No. 3 offensive line prospect in Alabama, 
: | Todd WHITMORE D4/OL 6-5, 280 Ranburne East Mississippi CC 
Miguel MERRITT S 6-2, 216 deat KY City College of Son Francisco | Enrolled for spring @ Juco All-State @ Had 75 tackles, including 14 behind the line, four quarterback sacks and 
Juco All-American @ Had seven interceptions as a sophomore @ Can play defensive beck or outside linebacker. | 12 quarterback pressures as a sophomore @ Prep All-State. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(4-7, 2-6) ___ PASSING my | Sept. 5 BYU 
af Comp Yarps Pct 1D — = 
42. Houston 17 i 1211545 51.1 11 Sept. 12 — Vanderbilt* 
= 28 49310 491 3 5; 
20. ~—- Vanderbilt Omi RUSHING : | Sept. 26 at Arkansas 
16 Arkansas 17 VRS BNG G Oct. 3 Florida 
Alexander, C. 155 729 47 ‘58 6 } 
27 Southern Mississippi 13 |_| Riddle 97 454 47 682 Oct. 10 Mississippi 
Alexander, S. 90 Oa? Ca a 
34 Kentucky (OT) 40 McClintock é 33.165 26 ~0/ | Oct. 17 — East Carolina” 
=< RECEIVING 
21 Tennessee = 38 ; Nos Vase aes Oct. 24 at Tennessee 
Jackson 29 472 16.3 55 3 weer ate Ls 
29 Mississippi 20 SF olegiesc sa Oct. 31 Southern Mississippi 
Goss 18 279 15.5 48 2 
21 Lovisiana Tech 26, Buchanan «17 LEO ee EG, Nov. 7 at SU = 
OF JESU 27 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 14 at Mississippi State 
Thane Tacktss: Sigler 86; Smith, T. 68; Spencer 67; Short 54, —_ - = — 
20 Mississippi State sa ——— 32 INTERCEPTIONS: Sigler 3; Bryant 3; Harris 1; Spencer 1. Nov. 21 Auburn 
QB Sacks: Smith, T. 5; Hood 3.5; ; Waggoner 3.5. 
17 Auburn 18 | TACKLES FoR oS Smith, T. 13; Hood 1 1; Carroll 9. “Birmingham, AL 
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Official bank of the 
Southeastern Conference 
Championships. 


Visit our web site at: 
www.regionsbank.com 


egions Bank 


OUR MISSION 


We will be a premier financial services company 
that effectively and consistently responds to its 
markets and customers. Based on a foundation of 
integrity and financial strength, we will be the bank 
of choice and the employer of choice in each 
community we serve. 


With superior customer service as a cornerstone 

of operations, we will earn the confidence of our 
customers by offering technologically advanced, 
high-quality products and services that are delivered 
professionally. 


As the employer of choice, we will reward our 
associates for achieving their objectives and provide 
them with incentives to seek excellence in all aspects 
of their work. 


We will improve our performance through 
innovations in products, services and operations 
and by aggressively seeking opportunities for 
profitable expansion in selected southern markets 
for the benefit of our customers, shareholders and 
communities. 


MemMBERS FDIC 


Junior college signee Todd Whitmore, 
signed as a defensive lineman, moved to 
offensive guard and impressed the 
coaches immediately. Redshirt freshman 
Griff Redmill and freshman Will Cuthbert 
played some last year, and have a chance 
to start at guard and tackle this fall. 

And the recruiting class brings 
in junior college offensive 
tackle Kenric Lott, a 6-5, 
310-pounder from Jones 
Junior College. 

The keys to this offense 
may be tailback, where Shaun 
Alexander returns for his 
junior season with no Dennis 
Riddle or Curtis Alexander in 
front of him to detract from his 
playing time. 

“Shaun Alexander has to 
be a key for us,” DuBose said. 
“We have to do a lot of things 
with Shaun, not only as a run- 
ning back but as a receiver as 
well, creating some match-up 
problems with the defense. 

“We will emphasize 
touches and not necessarily 
carries as far as Shaun is con- 


total defense (364.36 yards per game). 

“We've been giving up too many 
points,” said DuBose, who earned his rep- 
utation as a coach on the defensive side of 
the ball, as both a defensive line coach 
and defensive coordinator. 

“Our goal is to reduce those numbers 
to 15 points a game or less. To do that, 


KELVIN SIGLAR RETURNS AT FREE SAFETY. 
PHOTO BY ANDY LYONS / ALLSPORT 


formations and alignments. 

There will be plenty of opportunity for 
newcomers this fall. The Tide recruited 
heavily in the junior college ranks for 
defensive help. Expected to contribute this 
fall are players like 6-5, 280-pound defen- 
sive end Cornelius Griffin of Pearl River 
(Miss.) Junior College; 6-4, 245-pound 
end/outside linebacker Canary 
Knight from City College of 
San Francisco; safety Miguel 
Merritt of City College of San 
Francisco; and 6-5, 340- 
pound defensive tackle Mario 
Mounds of Hutchinson (Kan.) 
Community College. 

“We've got so many 
unknowns with so many 
junior college kids coming in 
and some high school players 
we hope can contribute right 
away,” Said Johnson. “That's 
one reason we worked on 
multiple formations in the 
spring. We can’t be sure 
where our strength will be 
this fall until we get all these 
players onto campus.” 

Of all the changes, how- 


cerned. It doesn’t matter 

whether we throw it or hand it 

to him, but he needs to touch the football 
20, 25, 27 times a game.” 

Michael Vaughn returns from back 
surgery at receiver, along with last year’s 
leading receiver, Quincy Jackson (29 
catches, 472 yards, three touchdowns) 
and Calvin Hall (19 catches, 301 yards, 
three touchdowns). 

Adding to that mix will be senior 
cornerback Fernando Bryant, who is 
going to get the chance to work some 
receiver into his defensive back and kick- 
off return duties. 

All that emphasis is on offense, 
because Alabama ranked eighth in scoring 
offense last year (22.36 points per game) 
and ninth in total offense (325.26 yards 
per game). 

That should please Crimson Tide fans 
who have complained about the lack of 
offense for most of the 1990s, despite win- 
ning division championships as well as the 
1992 national championship. 

And judging by last year’s perfor- 
mance, Alabama will need offense, 
because the Tide defense uncharacteristi- 
cally ranked in the lower echelon of the 
Southeastern Conference: ninth in scoring 
defense (22.55 ppg); 10th in rushing 
defense (136.91 yards per game); 10th in 
pass defense (121.8 ypg); and 11th in 


we're going to continue to do some of 
the things we've been doing and go full 
circle on others. We're going to be very 
multiple defensively. | don’t know if our 
base package is going to be a 4-3, a 3-4, 
a 4-2 or a 3-3, but we will be able to do 
all of those. 

“We have to become more intense. 
The staff will bring more intensity to that 
side of the football. If we can do those 
things, we have a chance to be a pretty 
good defensive football team.” 

The line will be anchored by returning 
starters Chris Hood (a senior) and Kenny 
Smith (who started as a true freshman). 
Travis Carroll earned the starting middle 
linebacker position by the end of his 
freshman year, and is back to direct 
traffic, along with returning starters Trevis 
Smith and Chris Horne at the outside line- 
backer positions. 

Bryant returns at one cornerback spot, 
with Kelvin Siglar at free safety and Mar- 
cus Spencer at strong safety. 

Finding some defensive linemen and 
more depth at linebacker will be crucial to 
determining just what the base defensive 
alignment will be, but the coaches have 
determined that they will go back to a 
simpler technique that will require less 
coaching in order to spend more time on 


ever, the one DuBose is most 

pleased with is in the 
strength program. Long a critic of the 
team’s size and strength, DuBose put 
Terry Jones in charge of the strength and 
conditioning program when he became 
head coach, and the results are starting to 
show up now. 

“At the start of spring training my first 
year, we had only four guys who could 
bench press 400 pounds or better,” 
DuBose said. “At the start of last spring, 
we had eight. That first year, we had two 
people who were squatting over 500 
pounds, and last spring we had 16. 

“We're still not where we need to be. 
But we're making progress in the right 
direction. The two major areas of the off- 
season we wanted addressed were 
strength and quickness. Our 6 a.m. work- 
out in the winter was devoted entirely 
to quickness, and | feel like we gained 
there. That's something we'll continue 
into the fall.” 

The recruiting class that joins the team 
in August has a chance for an immediate 
impact — particularly the junior college 
signees, as well as a number of skill play- 
ers such as Watts. 

Others with immediate impact poten- 
tial include wide receiver Sam Collins of 
Fayette; wide receiver/kick returner Eric 
Locke of Murfreesboro, Tenn.; wide 
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SPRING UPDATE 


hange was everywhere, and it’s 

not over. The defensive philoso- 

phy won't be finalized until defen- 
sive coordinator Ellis Johnson sees just 
how many of his incoming junior college 
players are enrolled when August 
comes. Key to what Johnson wants to 
do — run a 3-4 defense that has the 
ability to change looks without having to 
change personnel — is the arrival of 
City College of San Francisco outside 
linebacker/defensive end Canary Knight 
and eligibility of Steve Harris. 

Junior college players are expected 
to have an impact on the offensive line, 
too — most notably 6-5, 310-pound 
tackle Kenric Lott of Jones (Miss.) Com- 
munity College. If Lott proves capable 
of playing right away, offensive line 
coach Neil Callaway can put together an 
offensive line bigger than any in recent 
Tide history, with Lott at right tackle, 
6-6, 300-pound Chris Samuels at left 
tackle; 6-6, 275-pound Griff Redmill 
and 6-5, 302-pound Will Cuthbert at 
guards; and returning starter Paul 
Hogan (6-4, 275) a “runt” at center. 

e Alabama cornerback Fernando 
Bryant wants to become a triple threat: 
cornerback, kick returner and receiver. 
The senior was limited in spring work- 
outs after breaking a jaw while running 
routes just days before official practice 
began, but it didn’t stop him from work- 
ing as a kick returner and wide receiver. 
In fact, in the annual spring A-Day 
game, Bryant caught two passes for 78 
yards, with one touchdown. 

¢ Legion Field has what has been 
reported to be major structural damage, 
requiring $2.3 million in repairs. 
Alabama officials told the city of Birm- 
ingham the repairs have to be com- 
pleted by Aug. 1 or the school will move 
all of its Birmingham games to 
Tuscaloosa. The city assures the Tide 
the repairs will be made. 

Tide athletic director Bob Bockrath 
says he will not use Legion Field’s con- 
dition as a means to break the contract 
to play three games a year in Birming- 
ham until the year 2001. If the Tide 
pulls out this season, Bockrath says they 
will be back in Birmingham next year, 
provided Legion Field is sound. 

— Ray Melick 
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“HE’S ONE OF THE REAL PLAY-MAKERS WE 
HAVE ON THIS TEAM,” SAID ALABAMA COACH 
MIKE DUBOSE. “SO WE NEED TO FIND WAYS 
TO GET SHAUN ALEXANDER THE BALL AND LET 
HIM MAKE PLAYS.” 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


ALABAMA 


The Long Wait Is Over For Alexander 


S eat has never lacked 
contidence, just opportunity. 

And finally, edad “fe 
leaving his home state of Kentucky for 
the University of Alabama, two years 
after setting Crimson Tide hearts on fire 
with a 291-yard rushing performance 
in the second half against LSU, one 
year after still managing to be the 
one second-leading eke (46.1 
ards per game, 4.6 yards per carry) 
fie hans listed behind senios Cur: 
tis Alexander and Dennis Riddle on the 
depth chart ... finally, it’s Shaun 
Alexander’s turn. 

“He’s one of the real play-makers 
we have on this team,” said Alabama 
coach Mike DuBose. “So we need to 
find ways to get Shaun Alexander the 
ball and let him make plays.” 

As if the redshirt junior from 
Louisville, Ky., didn’t already know that. 

“It didn’t take Coach DuBose to say 
it for me to know,” Alexander said. “Ed 
(Scissum) and Dennis and Curtis told 
me right after the Auburn game, 

‘We’re gone. It’s up to you now.’” 

In response, the former prep All- 

American has added nearly 15 pounds 


receiver/athlete Freddie Milons of 
Starkville, Miss.; and linebacker Kendal 
Moorehead of Memphis, Tenn. 

But most of the attention will be on 
Watts, the 6-3, 205-pound all-everything 
from Pelham. Generally regarded as the 
finest quarterback prospect in the South 
and one of the top prospects in the 
nation, Watts played in a college-style 
system under former Division | offensive 
coordinator Rick Rhoades. 

“The quarterback position will open 
up this fall,” DuBose said. “Obviously, the 
two who were with us in the spring will 
go in ahead of the incoming freshmen 
(Luke Tucker of Fayette is the other), but 
both (Watts and Tucker) will get an oppor- 
tunity this fall.” 

So much emphasis was put on the 
passing game in the spring that the run- 
ning game actually fell behind, but DuBose 
believes this team is familiar with what it 
takes to be a solid running team, and the 
running game is easier to put into place 
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than a passing attack that is totally new. 
In some ways, this could be consid- 


N SOME WAYS, THIS 
COULD BE CONSID- 
ERED DUBOSE’S FIRST 
YEAR AS A HEAD 
COACH, SIMPLY BECAUSE OF THE 


CHANGES HE INSTITUTED BOTH IN 
PHILOSOPHY AS WELL AS ON THE 
COACHING STAFF, SWEEPING 
CHANGES THAT WILL ESTABLISH 
HIS IDENTITY AS HEAD COACH OF 
THE CRIMSON TIDE. 


ered DuBose'’s first year as a head coach, 
simply because of the changes he insti- 
tuted both in philosophy as well as on the 
coaching staff, sweeping changes that will 
establish his identity as head coach of the 


to his 6-1 frame, and should be play- 
ing at around 215 pounds when this 
Fal rolls around. 

That may be important. Not only is 
Alexander the only tailback with any 
real game experience on the Crimson 
Tide roster, but a new offensive system 
calls for Alexander to get the ball 25 to 
27 times a game, either by handing it 
to him or throwing it to him. 

What can Alexander do with 20- 
25 touches a game? 

Tide fans have dreamed of finding 
out, ever since the night in Baton Rouge 
when he went off for 291 yards and 
four touchdowns in just over two quar- 
ters of play. 

Former coach Gene Stallings called 
him a legitimate potential Heisman 
candidate. NFL draft analyst Mel Kiper 
Jr. said he could be the top runnin 
back prospect in next year’s NFL raf 

“| don’t worry about stuff like that,” 
Alexander said. “All those things will 
happen. | just need to get the chance to 
play, to show what I can do. 

“IF | get the ball like they’re saying, 
| don’t think anyone will be disap- 
pointed.” Q 


Crimson Tide. 

Will it work? Will Alabama fans who 
were raised on the legend of the wish- 
bone, but have long clamored for a wide- 
open passing attack, accept this radical of 
a change? Can DuBose afford to be 
patient and stick with this philosophy if it 
doesn’t succeed right away? 

The honeymoon is over. A 4-7 season 
at Alabama will do that, even for a coach 
as popular as a native son like DuBose. 

He knows that. And perhaps he 
learned more quickly than many rookie 
head coaches that the head coach gets 
the credit or the blame for whatever hap- 
pens, so you might as well make sure you 
succeed or fail doing what you believe in. 

There is a buzz going into this fall. 
Whether it turns into a cheer or an angry 
roar, only time will tell. 

But, DuBose said, “When you go 4-7, 
you better give the fans something to be 
excited about.” 

— Ray Melick 
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ARKANSAS 


ouston Nutt was Frank Broyles’ last 

signee as Arkansas’ football coach 

in 1976. Twenty-two years later, 
Broyles, still the Razorbacks’ athletic direc- 
tor, hopes Nutt is the last football coach 


he ever has to hire. 
“I don’t have any doubts Houston will 


Danny Ford, whom Kines had brought in 
as a consultant and assistant coach. 
Broyles and Arkansas fans believed Ford, 
who won a national championship at 
Clemson in 1981, was the man to turn the 
Razorbacks around. 

Arkansas won the SEC West title in 


“~@ RAZORBACKS 


don't believe it, then it can never hap- 
pen,” Nutt explained. 

Nutt’s coaching style also is in sharp 
contrast to Ford, who often watched prac- 
tice sitting on a hill overlooking the fields 
and left the game-planning and play- 
calling to his assistants. Nutt’s hands-on 


Nutt Sets Big Goals for Hogs 


be extremely successful and will be here a 
long, long time,” said Broyles, 73. “Any- 
one else we hired could have gone on to 
another job. | predict Houston will be here 
until he retires.” 

Then again, Broyles had hoped Ken 
Hatfield would be the last football coach 
he hired (in 1984), and Nutt is Arkansas’ 
fourth coach since Hatfield bolted for 
Clemson in 1990, after back-to-back 
Southwest Conference championship sea- 
sons, because of a rift with Broyles. 

Jack Crowe was promoted from offen- 
sive coordinator to succeed Hatfield, but 
lasted just two seasons (3-8 and 6-6) and 
one game after the Razorbacks opened the 
1992 season with a 10-3 loss to The Citadel. 

Defensive coordinator Joe Kines 
replaced Crowe for the last 10 games in 
1992, but when the Razorbacks went 3-6- 
1 in those games, Kines was replaced by 


at a glance 


1995, but closed the season with three con- 
secutive losses (LSU, Florida and North Car- 
olina) by a combined 82-23 to finish 8-5. 

After back-to-back 4-7 seasons for the 
Razorbacks in 1996-97, Broyles decided it 
was time to change coaches again, and 
Ford's five-year run was over. Several 
high-profile coaches were among the names 
mentioned as Ford's replacement. 

But it was Nutt, a Little Rock native and 
former Arkansas quarterback, who emerged 
as the people’s choice and won his dream 
job after several other stints, including Mur- 
ray State, and just one season as an NCAA 
Division | coach at Boise State. 

Upon his hiring last Dec. 10, Nutt, 
AO, spoke openly of winning a national 
championship. Ford would have choked 
on his chewing tobacco before uttering 
such a phrase. 

“| just feel if you don't say it, if you 


RAZORBACKS 


1997: 4-7 Overall; 2-6 SEC (Tie/Sth West) 

COACH: Houston Nutt — At Arkansas: Ist 
year; Overall: 35-23, 5 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 20; 10 
Offense, 9 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Clint Sto- 
erner, OG Brandon Burlsworth, WR 
Anthony Lucas, TB Madre Hill, NG Melvin 
Bradley, DT Ryan Hale, OLB CJ. McLain, 
DB Zac Painter 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Stoerner is one 
of the most experienced quarterbacks in 
the SEC and is surrounded by returning 
starters on offense. On defense, the Razor- 
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backs are loaded with talent and depth at 
the linebacker spots. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Last season's 
anemic running game may struggle to 
improve if Hill and Chrys Chukwuma don’t 
come back strong from injuries, and the 
offensive tackles must play better to help 
the running game and protect Stoerner. 

OVERVIEW: This is a team loaded with 
experience, but also coming off back-to- 
back 4-7 seasons. If new coach Houston 
Nutt can create a winning, positive atmos- 
phere, though, the Razorbacks are capa- 
ble of qualifying for a bowl. 


style was evident during spring practice 
as he rushed around all over the field, and 
he will be calling the offensive plays this 
fall. 

The players are excited about the 
enthusiasm and fun Nutt has brought back 
to the program. 

“I don’t want to talk bad about the 
past, but it was real negative around here, 
and we needed some positive things to 
get us going, and that’s what we've got- 
ten from Coach Nutt,” junior wide receiver 
Anthony Lucas said. “I thought we lacked 
confidence as a team, but these coaches 
have come in and really built us up.” 

Nutt helped salvage recruiting, often a 
casualty in a coaching change, and signed 
an impressive class, including several in- 
state stars who were leaning toward other 
schools before he was hired. But Nutt 
knows the hardest part of his job — turn- 
ing Arkansas into a consistent winner in 
the SEC — lies ahead. 

Senior center Grant Garrett and senior 
running back Cory Nichols were on the 
coaching search committee and stressed 
to Nutt that they want to end their careers 
on a winning note and in a bowl game, 
not as part of a rebuilding process. 

Those goals appear to be realistic 
ones for the Razorbacks, considering they 
return 20 starters. 

While Ford went 26-30-1 at Arkansas, 
he undoubtedly left the program in much 
better shape than he found it. Arkansas 


SENIOR MELVIN BRADLEY, 

AN ALL-SEC PICK AT NOSEGUARD LED THE 
RAZORBACKS IN TACKLES THE LAST TWO 
SEASONS WITH 89 AND 71. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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HOMETOWN 


Name / Position 


Andre ACKEE TB 5-11, 210 Little Rock McClellan 

As a senior, had 859 yards rushing on 102 carries @ Won High Point Award at state | 
track meet. 

Jermaine BROOKS DE 6-3, 250 Rancho Cucamonga, CA Cucamonga 


Parade All-American # Rated No. 7 defensive lineman nationally by PrepStar # All-State 
All-Conference Conference Player of the Year # Had 80 solo tackles, 10 quarterback 


sacks and three fumble recoveries as a senior. 


Steadman CAMPBELL WR 5-9, 160 Fayetteville Fayetteville 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 
825 yards rushing and 752 yards receiving for 15 touchdowns. 


Adam DAILY FB 6-2, 240 Alma Alma 
Northwest Arkansas Defensive Player of the Year @ All-State @ All-Conference # Had 
978 yards rushing as a senior # Had 105 tackles, three quarterback sacks and six fumble 


recoveries. 


Ezekiel DAVIS DL 6-3, 240 Houston, TX Worthing 
Two-time All-District @ Two-time team captain @ As a senior, led district with 15 quarter- 
back sacks. 


Kerri EDWARDSNG 6-0, 280 Arlington, TX Lamar 
All-Conference @ All-Area @ Had 73 tackles and four quarterback sacks as a senior. 


Desmond GARCIA WR 6-0, 200 Lufkin, TX Lufkin 
All-District @ As a senior, led district in kickoff returns with 34-yard average @ Had 23 
receptions for 468 yards and six touchdowns. 


Robbie HAMPTON QB 6-4, 220 Mt. Pleasant, TX Mt. Pleasant 
With Toronto Blue Jays organization for last four years # In 1994, had 1,000 yards pass- 
ing as a prep senior @ Had 500 yards rushing. 


Harold HARRIS RB 6-0, 185 Malvern Malvern 

| Two-time All-State # Three-time All-District # As a senior, had 1,412 yards rushing leh 
29 touchdowns on 326 carries @ Returned six punts for touchdowns. 

Southside 


Gary HOBBS OT 6-6, 290 Fort Smith 


SuperPrep All-American @ All-State. 


HicH ScHoot / Couece 


SIZE HOMETOWN HIGH ScHoot / CoLtee 
Raymond HOUSEDE —6-3, 230 Little Rock McClellan 

| All-Arkansas All-Conference @ All-Metro # Metro Defensive Player of the Year # As a 
senior, had 73 tackles and seven quarterback sacks. 


Name / Position 


Gerald HOWARD WR 5-10, 174 _ Dallas, TX South Oak Cliff 
All-District # District Offensive Most Valuable Player # Played quarterback as senior, had 
927 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns on 123 carries All-District in baseball. 


| Derrick JOHNSON RB/LB 6-1, 200 Duncan, OK Duncan 
| All-State Conference Player of the Year # Had 1,498 yards rushing and 21 touch- 
downs as a senior @ Had 88 tackles. 


Josh MELTON OL 6-5, 295 Batesville Batesville 
All-State @ All-Conference @ Three-year starter. 
Correy MULDREW WR 6-2, 190 Hope Hope 


Two-time All-State @ Two-time All-District @ Area Offensive Player a the Year @ As a 
| senior, had 47 receptions for 906 yards and 12 touchdowns All-District in baseball. 


Pervis OSBORNE DL 6-4, 230 Bearden Bearden 
All-State @ All-Conference @ All-District # Had 80 tackles as a senior. 


| Marcellus POYDRAS TE 6-5, 220 Houston, TX Jesse Jones 
|All: District @ Three-year starter # As a senior, had 14 receptions for 230 yards  Four- 
| year letterman in basketball. 


Curtis SANDERS OL 6-6, 315 Cochran, GA Mdl. Georgia College 
All-Conference @ Averaged eight pancake blocks per game as a sophomore. 


| Brian STEELE CB 5-11,185 Spiro, OK sae 
| All-State All-Conference @ Had 4,799 career rushing yards and 62 touchdowns . 


Scott SUMMERS LB 6-2, 240 Bryant Bryant 

All-State @ All-Conference @ Had 89 tackles, one interception and six quarterback sacks 
as a senior @ Had 17 receptions for 250 yards and three touchdowns. 

| 


| David TURNER DL 6-3, 270 Memphis, TN Melrose 
| All-State All-District as a junior # As a senior, had 171 tackles, including 93 solo, and 
| five quarterback sacks. 


AWLOOKOATTHERAZORBAGKS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 
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ROD STINSON MISSED TWO GAMES BECAUSE OF AN ELBOW INJURY, 
BUT LED THE RAZORBACKS WITH 111 CARRIES FOR 413 YARDS 
AND TWO TOUCHDOWNS IN ‘97. 

PHOTO BY STEPHEN DUNN / ALLSPORT 


has 10 starters back on offense, including junior quarterback Clint 
Stoerner, who started every game last season and threw for a 
school-record 2,347 yards. Also back is junior tailback Madre Hill, 
who rushed for a school-record 1,387 yards in 1995, but hasn’t 
played the last two seasons while recovering from four knee surg- 
eries, including two to repair torn anterior cruciate ligaments. 

Hill went through spring ball with no apparent problems, and 
if he can regain his form of two years ago, it will be a huge boost 
to the Razorbacks after they averaged an embarrassing 56.6 rush- 
ing yards per game. 

Nutt plans to revive the running game with the I-Formation 
this season after the Razorbacks went to more of a pro-style pass- 
ing game in 1997 when former Buffalo Bills coach Kay Stephen- 
son was offensive coordinator. 

The Razorbacks were beginning to feel comfortable with last 
year’s offense late in the season, but now must adjust to their third 
change in three years. Rockey Felker was offensive coordinator two 
years ago, before Stephenson’s one-year stop in Fayetteville. 

“Our offense now isn’t near as complicated and it’s sound,” 
Garrett said. “The running game is going to be back in full effect.” 
The running game also should be helped by the return of 
junior tailback Chrys Chukwuma, who started the first four games 
last season and rushed for 186 yards and three touchdowns 

before a back injury sidelined him for the last seven. 

Hill and Chukwuma will be battling for playing time with 
sophomores Rod Stinson and Eric Branch. Stinson missed two 
games because of an elbow injury, but led the Razorbacks with 
111 carries for 413 yards and two touchdowns. Branch, who 
moved from fullback, rushed 91 times for 251 yards. 

Stoerner gives Arkansas one of the most experienced quar- 
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terbacks in the SEC, but his only experienced backup is sopho- 
more Chadd Jones, who attempted just 13 passes last season in 
mop-up duty. Also competing for the backup job are redshirt 
freshmen Jared McBride and Grant Sumner. 

Junior Nathan Norman is a returning starter at fullback, and 
redshirt freshman Ron Johnson was moved from tailback to full- 
back in the spring to provide more depth at the position. 

The offensive line is solid in the middle with Russ Brown and 
All-SEC pick Brandon Burlsworth at the guards and Garrett at center. 

Starting tackles Chad Abernathy, a senior, and Bobby 
Williams, a junior, also are back, but tackle was a weak spot last 
season, when Arkansas allowed 42 quarterback sacks. 

Sophomore tackles Ricky Johnson, who missed last season with 
a knee injury, and Marcus Clavelle, a massive blocker at 6-7 and 
328 pounds, could win starting jobs if they step up their play this 
fall. Junior Michael Jefferson, who was ineffective last season when 
he had a shoulder injury, also could figure into the mix at tackle. 

At tight end, juniors Al Heringer and Joe Dean Davenport are 
solid receivers and adequate blockers. 

The Razorbacks’ only starter on offense who isn’t returning is 
wide receiver Anthony Eubanks, but he is a big loss, leaving with 
school career records for receptions (153), receiving yards (1,440) 
and touchdown catches (16). 

But Arkansas can make up for Eubanks’ departure if Stoerner 
can spread the ball around among a talented cast of returning 
receivers, led by Lucas (27 catches for 495 yards and four touch- 
downs last season), and juniors Emanuel Smith (28 for 380) and 
Michael Williams (16 for 134). 

While Nutt retained two assistant coaches on offense (quar- 
terbacks coach Joe Ferguson and receivers coach Fitz Hill), Arkan- 
sas has an entirely new staff on defense and co-coordinators in 
Keith Burns and Bobby Allen. 

Burns, a former Razorbacks defensive back, was defensive 
coordinator at Southern California and could have kept his job 
after John Robinson's firing or stayed in Los Angeles and moved 
to UCLA, but he chose to come back to Arkansas. 

Allen was Nutt’s defensive coordinator at Boise State and 
Murray State, but has no problems sharing the title and respon- 
sibilities with Burns. “You can read into it whatever you want, 
but for us, it’s about chemistry,” said Allen, who coaches inside 
linebackers. “I’m into it to see the University of Arkansas, and 
us, be successful.” 

Burns, who coaches the secondary, suggested the co-defen- 
sive coordinator setup when he was talking to Nutt about coming 
back to Arkansas. “When your ego gets into play and you worry 
about those things is when you're trying to prove something,” 
Burns said. “I’m not trying to prove anything.” 

While it is a shared title, one coach needs to have the final 
say on defensive calls, and that is Burns’ responsibility. 

Burns and Allen — please, no jokes about the comedy team 
of the same name — will be coordinating a defense that returns 
nine starters, led by senior Melvin Bradley, an All-SEC pick at 
noseguard who has led the Razorbacks in tackles the last two sea- 
sons with 89 and 71, respectively, with a combined 22 stops 
behind the line and four fumble recoveries. 

The Razorbacks have lost three defensive linemen who should 
be going to NFL camps in Ken Anderson, Geno Bell and David 
Sanders, but Bradley will get quality help up front from senior 
tackle Ryan Hale, a returning starter who led Arkansas with five 
sacks last season, and junior D.J. Cooper, Bradley’s backup last 
season who is set to start at tackle after making 47 stops. 

The linebacking corps is talented and was bolstered by Nutt’s 
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72. Chad Abemathy OLS 65 287 Mountain View 4 Delancey Kent Bk 61217 Monee, lA 
Sam Ausin KS 62 192 RSwh | 6 MegonKees FB «SoG 2A1 ide Rock 

“18 Dovid Bret ok 510 189 Oxo Os Kirk “WR fr S11 156 Nero 

31 D’Andre Bery DB 59 17) Howson, IX 45 Socha Lancaster DL 62 285 SonAntrio, IX 
frock Bernd 1B 63227 Haber Springs 10 Todd Lotourete KS 64 210 PensocolA 
Bryan Bet GB fr 510182 Blowing Rock, NC 23 Tony locthort DB fr 62194 —Boobe 

88 BianBoydion Ls So. «0178 Okdchomna Cay, OK 39 Hibetloudernik FL. =k = S11 185. Shitgot 

41 Nahin Bodley_ NG Sr 62 253 Barton 80 Anthony Lucas Sk 63.196 Tohlch IA 

7 Eric Branch RB So. 60 224s, IX 64 Benji Mohon SN & 60.23) Mountain Home 

“92 Chis Brooks DL fr 63279 Newon, TK 50. Exxon Marinez BF 60 223 Wobga, IK 

@ RussBom OL 60 28K BrtewOK “CoyMowey KSB Story 

77 Bearden Butoh OLS 63301 Harton 15 loed McBride G8 fr 64 193 Nose 

von Compl Ke 58179 ScotsBh,NE 90 CorsMeDowge NG & 63278 Cnn, MS 
‘Alex Costilo NG So 57 256 McGehee AdomMeForone RB 59197 Benterile 

“5 WarinCoson Bk 6-0 234 WirmsborIA 3 CJ.Melon “BS 64 243 Medien, MS 

53. Gvenion Carer BS 65 2) Amisen,AL Jehn McMurry 8 fr 60 210 Moric 

25. Chris Chokmers Bk 510 184 Rogen 61 Shannen Money O fr 63 288 Cony 

2 Cheys Coke RB So G1 225 Montgomery, AL 7A RosiMorede  «SE.—«So.SS). «169 Smith 

79 Marcus Clavell OL So 67 328 Newlberio, A 28 Ontroia Mess Gk 59 10 leo 

97 Nothan Cole Te & 65 252 AbervileAL 40 Norman Nero BS 61243 Atmore, AL 

“99 DJ. Cooper NG 63267 Mesquite, TK 5 Coy Niches SS BI 207 ithe Rock 

“8% TmCoig =--ssTE sr «6S 261 Pine BA “a7 NohonNomon Bk 60234 lockson, MO 
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30__Jeremy lovers SS 60 191 _Alingon Bowie, TK 57 Kerey Sondin O Fr 63 296 VonBurn 

1 Randy Gamer DLS 6d 245 Alonln,TK 73 Bret Shockey OL So 68 322 Commy 

54 Gront Gorrett CS 63 287  LokeHomifen TC. Soy B So 510 200 Gentry 

“21 OnondoGreen OBS S10 198 Crome 42 Bryon Smith DE So 64 228 TohmIX 

96 RyonHole DOS 6k Dl Rogen 81 Emonwel Smith Alok 61 223 Chinn, MS 

SS CobsHol = WB fr 64 235 Moroma “27 Nichoel Snowden lk 63209 Nwellen,lA 
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3 Modee Hil TS 6) 188 Maven 75 Dusin Taylor NG So 62 283 _Deront, OK 

71 Michoe! Jerson OL 66 303 Rodd, KY @& Jeremich Woshbum = Ctisk:S«GS287~—Cayetevile 

Mike Jenkins Rk 57204 Caper, CA Donte Wesley WR Fr 60 198 Pine BL 

“@ ikki SW, IK & laTerivs White DL fr 296 Conrolen, TK 

35 Ronichon RB Fr S10. 220 Woon Chapel | 69 Bobby Wilioms O & 64 335. Jeflonon, IX 

6 Chodd Jones CB So 60 214 Nevado, MO 84 Michoel Willems WR J 510183 Bostop, LA 

49 V. Jones Bok G1 232 Magna 44 Homy Wilson BS 1 230 Helena,MT 
logan Koplen =ssiK_«~—sSo. SIT «191 Ni LitleRock == ~ 

"29 Kenoy Kennedy FS kG 195‘Terrell,1X Roster and depth chart re subject fo chonge. 


QB Clint Stoerner, Je*/Chadd Jones, So 


1B (ox Chukwuma, Jr or M. Hill, Sr or R. Stinson, So* 


“FB. Nathan Norman, Jr*/Marvin Caston, Jr 


FL Emanuel Smith, Jr/Michael Williams, Jr 


SE “Anthony Lucas, Jr*/Michael Snowden, Jr 
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DE _—_ Randy Garner, So*/Norman Nero, Sr 
DT Melvin Bradley, Sr*/D.J. Cooper, Jr 


NG Ryan Hale, Sr* /Carlus McDougle, ‘Sr 


DE C.J. Mclain, Sr/Bryan Smith, So 
WIB _J.J. Jones, Jr*/Harry Wilson, Sr 


TE Al Heringer, Jr/Joe Dean Davenport, Jr* 


tT Chad Abernathy, ‘Sr*/Marcus Clavelle, So 


MLB Jamel Harris, Jr* /Quentin Caver, So* 
BAN Jeromy Flowers, Jr* /Jeremioh Harper, So 


LG Russ ‘Brown, Sr* /Shannon Money, Fr 
C Grant Garrett, Sr*/Kenny Sandlin, Fr 


RG Brandon ‘Burlsworth, sr*/| Brett Shockley, So 


cB David Barrett, Jr/Rossi Morreale, So 
CB = Ontraria Moss, Jr/Orlando Green, Fr 


ROV Zac Painter, Sr*/D'Andre Berry, Fr 


RT Bobby Williams, Jr’ /Michael Jefferson, Jr 


FS ___Kenoy Kennedy, Jr*/Chris Chalmers, Jr_ 


| PK Todd Latourette, Sr* 


P Grant Pruitt, So/Logan Kaplon, So 


he option is back in the Arkansas 

offense after a two-year absence. 

The Razorbacks may not run much 
option, but coach Houston Nutt wants to 
be able to use it a few plays a game in 
order to keep defenses honest. 


“Everywhere we've been, we've 
always had the option in our play book,” 
Nutt said. “We may run it just four, five or 
six times a game, but if you do that, 
defenses have to spend a lot of time 
preparing for it.” 

Junior quarterback Clint Stoerner 
never had run the option, but looked com- 
fortable doing it in spring practice. He 
showed good scrambling ability last year 
and said executing the option shouldn't be 
a problem. 

“I'm glad we're running some option,” 
Stoerner said. “It should help us against 
blitzing defenses.” 

Stoerner, who had a 36-yard touch- 
down run in Arkansas’ final spring scrim- 
mage off a bootleg, said he won't hesitate 
to keep the ball on the option. “If there are 
yards to be made, then I’m going to try and 
get as many as! can,” he said. “I’m not 
going to automatically pitch it just so | 
won't get hit.” 

¢ Sophomore walk-on Grant Pruitt has 
been reunited with Nutt at Arkansas and 
may be the Razorbacks’ punter this fall. 
Pruitt, from Fort Smith (Ark.) Southside 
High School, signed with Murray State in 
1996, when Nutt was the Racers’ coach, 
and became the team’s punter. When Nutt 
left for Boise State in 1997, Pruitt decided 
to transfer to Arkansas, where he red- 
shirted last season. Now Nutt and Pruitt are 
back together in Fayetteville, and Pruitt 
punted well enough in spring practice, 
averaging about 40 yards, to be the top 
candidate to replace Matt Wait, the Razor- 
backs’ punter the last four years. 

¢ Sophomore linebacker Quenton 
Caver was moved from the outside to 
inside in the spring and showed he can 
handle the position, and may start this fall. 

¢ Junior Marvin Caston was moved 
from linebacker to fullback in the spring 
and may finally have found a position 
where he can contribute. The coaches like 
Caston’s physical play and he could push 
junior Nathan Norman, last year’s starter, 
for playing time. While Norman is a better 
runner and receiver, Caston is the better 
blocker. 

— Bob Holt 
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ARKANSAS JUNIOR QUARTERBACK 
CLINT STOERNER HOPES TO DO MORE WINNING 
AND LESS PASSING THIS SEASON. 
PHOTO BY STEPHEN DUNN / ALLSPORT 


ARKANSAS 


Stoerner Looks for More Wins, Less Action 


rkansas junior quarterback Clint 
A Stoerner hopes to do more win- 

ning and less passing this sea- 
son. Stoerner set Arkansas records for 
passing yards in a season (2,347) and 
passing yards in a game (387 against 
LSU) last year, breaking marks of 2,203 
and 345 set by Joe Ferguson in 1971. 

Along with Ferguson, the 18-year 
NFL veteran who is now Arkansas’ quar- 
terbacks coach, Stoerner is the only other 
UA quarterback to throw for 300 or 
more yards more than once. 

But it was tough for Stoerner to enjoy 
his record-setting season because the 
Razorbacks struggled to a 4-7 record. 

“Every quarterback wants to throw 
the ball,” Stoerner said. “But we just had 
to throw it too much last season.” 

Stoerner, who completed 173 of 357 
passes (48.5 percent) with 12 touch- 
downs and 13 interceptions in his first 
season as a starter, was forced to carry 
the offense with his right arm because of 
an anemic rushing game. 

The Razorbacks averaged an all-time 
low 56.6 rushing yards per game to 
rank last in the SEC. Opponents knew 
Stoerner had to pass and teed off on him 


reinstatement of senior C.J. McLain and 
sophomore Bryan Smith, outside lineback- 
ers who were kicked off the team by Ford 
late last season for violating team rules. 

McLain and Smith lobbied for a return 
to the team and Nutt, with the approval of 
the seniors, reinstated them. They essen- 
tially are on probation and could be dis- 
missed again, but Nutt believes that won't 
be necessary. 

Also back are sophomore starting out- 
side linebackers Quentin Caver and Randy 
Garner, who combined for seven sacks 
last season and benefited from the 
increased playing time they saw when 
McLain and Smith were dismissed. 

Redshirt freshman Carlos Hall, perhaps 
the Razorbacks’ best all-around athlete, 
appears ready to make an impact at out- 
side linebacker. Juniors J.J Jones and Jamel 
Harris and seniors Norman Nero and Harry 
Wilson alternated at the inside linebacker 
spots last season and all return this year. 

Arkansas’ secondary is well-stocked 
with returning starters in Zac Painter and 


junior safeties Jeromy Flowers and Kenoy 
Kennedy. Painter was a cornerback last 
season, but now plays “bandit” in Arkan- 
sas’ new scheme, in which he will be on 
the line and may drop back into pass cov- 


PON HIS HIRING 
LAST DEC, 10, 

NUTT, 40, SPOKE 
OPENLY OF WIN- 


NING A NATIONAL CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP. FORD WOULD HAVE 
CHOKED ON HIS CHEWING 
TOBACCO BEFORE UTTERING 
SUCH A PHRASE. 


erage or blitz. 

Senior Todd Latourette, who has 30 
field goals to rank fifth on Arkansas’ career 
list, will handle the placekicking chores for 
the third consecutive season, but a new 


with 42 sacks. His 81 rushing attempts 
totaled minus-267 yards because o 
the sacks. 

“Clint got frustrated last year at 
times, trying to do too much, knowing 
that the whole thing really was on him 
because our running game did not 
respond,” Ferguson said. “At times he 
tried to make some things happen that 
he shouldn't have, but he learned from 
that and got better and kept a real posi- 
tive attitude about everything.” 

Stoerner showed a strong passing 
arm, but also a nimbleness in the pocket, 
or else he might have been sacked more 
times. But the Razorbacks don’t want to 
see Stoerner, 6-0 and 220 pounds, do 
too much running. With tailbacks Madre 
Hill and Chrys Chukwuma expected to 
return from injuries and with all five 
starting offensive linemen back, there is 
hope ee an improved running game. 

“There’s no question Clint’s the guy | 
want to be snapping the ball to,” senior 
center Grant Garrett said. “I think before 
he leaves here, he'll be one of the best 
quarterbacks to ever play at Arkansas.” 

Stoerner already has the records. 
Now he needs the wins. O 


punter must be found to replace Matt 
Wait. A leading candidate is Sumner, who 
kicked as well as played quarterback in 
high school. 

Nutt believes improving the kicking 
game (in which Arkansas also allowed a 
game-opening touchdown return to 
Florida and fumbled the kickoff to start the 
Ole Miss game), and cutting down on 
penalties (Arkansas was | 1th in the SEC 
last year, averaging 68.9 penalty yards) 
and turnovers (Arkansas also was 1 1th in 
the SEC in turnover ratio at minus 0.73) 
will go a long way toward giving his team 
a chance to qualify for a bowl game. 

“| know we're playing in the toughest 
conference in America, and I've got all the 
respect in the world for the teams we 
play,” Nutt said. “But we've got enough 
talent on this team that if we can correct a 
lot of the mistakes, we can win this year.” 

Broyles is counting on it. He’s tired of 
firing and hiring coaches. He hopes he’s 
done it for the last time. 

— Bob Holt 
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seven-year, incentive-laden con- 
tract extension apparently wasn’t 
enough for Auburn head coach 
Terry Bowden. 
Lately, he’s been moonlighting. 
“Shyrl's the head T-ball coach, and I’m 
her assistant,” said Bowden in reference 


AUBURN 


TIGERS 


team following his alleged arrest for 
cocaine trafficking. Wide receiver Robert 
Baker’s untimely departure came just two 
weeks after starting safety Martavius 
Houston was booted for violating team 
rules. 

“| hate it for the players’ sake,” 


negative yardage on the ground) is 
another reason why. 

“] was not interested in balance last 
year as the primary goal because 
Dameyune Craig was our quarterback — 
I'm gonna play to our strengths,” 
Bowden said. 


Bowden Settles In For The Long Haul 


to his wife, the skipper of 4-year-old 
daughter Cori’s team. 

“You know how people complain 
about my play-calling? Well, I’m not 
allowed to question what Shyrl’s doing,” 
he added with a laugh. 

With six children, three of whom are 
preschoolers, Bowden is just three shy of 
a complete team. Brother T.J. (for Terry Jr.) 
joined the handful of girls in January, born 
just minutes before the kickoff of his 
father’s Peach Bowl victory over Clemson. 
When Shyrl Bowden was paged after half- 
time of the game — signaling the delivery 
of the couple’s adopted newborn son — 
“We started winning,” the sixth-year 
coach said with a smile. 

A 10-3 record, SEC Western Division 
championship and, most importantly, his 
family complete, resulted in a satisfying 
year for Bowden. The contract extension, 
he says, just gives him the reaffirmation to 
continue doing what he loves. 

“Auburn is the perfect place; it’s a 
good place to raise a family and to coach 
major college football,” the 42-year-old 
said on the second day of spring drills. 

“I'll be 60 by the time my youngest child 
gets out of high school. And if | can’t figure 
out this raising-the-family/coaching business 
in that time, I'm not going to make it. 

“Because I’ve got both of them to do 
for a lot more years.” 


Maybe raising six kids is the easy part. 


At least it has to be more fulfilling 
than dismissing a star player from your 


A SENIOR, KARSTEN BAILEY HAS THE 
POTENTIAL TO MOVE UP IN SEVERAL ALL-TIME 
CATEGORIES THIS SEASON. 

PHOTO BY ROBERT LEITER 


Bowden said. “But we've got to move 
forward.” 

He'll do so with a young quarterback, 
a solid, two-deep offensive line, and a 
return to a more balanced attack on 
offense due, mainly, to the loss of ram- 
bling, scrambling quarterback Dameyune 
Craig — Auburn's single-season passing 
leader. And, oh yeah, with eight returning 
starters, a “pretty dadgum good defense,” 
the AU coach said. 

Bowden’s first objective is developing 
the Tigers’ running game — a project he 
half-heartedly started last year. It’s imper- 
ative for this season, however, when an 
inexperienced quarterback takes over 
under center. Auburn’s paltry 73.83 rush- 
ing yards per game last season (the Tigers 
lost all three games in which they netted 


at a glance 


1997: 10-3 Overall; 6-2 SEC (Ist/West) 

COACH: Terry Bowden — At Auburn: 46- 
12-1, 5 years; Overall: 110-47-2, 14 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 6 Offense: 
8 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: FS Brad Ware, 
DE Jimmy Brumbaugh, WR Karsten Bailey, 
NT Charles Dorsey, TB Demontray Carter, 
OT Jeno James 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Tigers are 
loaded on defense, particularly in the sec- 
ondary and on the line. Offensively, a 
“ready-to-play” line should be the Tigers’ 

mesccngii= ) oe sae 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: No experi- 


“Last year we worked on developing 
a running attack. But | was so interested in 
developing a passing attack that there 
were certain things that | felt would be 
detrimental if we tried to run it more. So 
this year, with a young quarterback, it’s 
imperative that we develop a tough run- 
ning game and not walk away from it if 
it’s not super. As long as it’s pretty good, 
| have to stay with it.” 

Tailback Demontray Carter proved in 
the spring it can be done. Bowden acti- 
vated the true freshman in the middle of 
what was supposed to be a redshirt sea- 
son in 1997, and Carter showed a propen- 
sity for making the big plays. However, he 
also was prolific at fumbling the ball. 

In the spring it was a different story, as 
the 5-11, 189-pound back turned the 


ence whatsoever at quarterback, that is 
unless you count Ben Leard’s one pass 
completion last season. Fullback and tight 
end — the most underscholarshipped 
position on the team — also are suspect. 
OVERVIEW: “You can't play champi- 
onship ball without leadership.” So says 
Terry Bowden, who must find some at a 
few spots this season. The biggest obstacle 
to a repeat appearance in the SEC Cham- 
pionship Game is whether Auburn can 
develop a potent running attack. Since tak- 
ing over in 1993, however, Bowden's 
teams have posted the nation’s eighth-best 
winning program. ; 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece Name /' Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 

Mark BROWN LB 6-2, 220 Germantown, TN Germantown Derek MAGWOOD DL 6-3, 230 Garden Ci Groves 

Rated No. 3 linebacker in Tennessee by Prep Football Report @ All-State as a junior. Savannah Morning News Defensive Player of the Year @ i ont Played in Florida-Georgia All-Star 
game @ Had 108 tackles, including 60 solo, nine quarterback sacks and 13 quarterback pressures. 

Michael BURKS RB 5-10, 215 sbi s Rummel 

Ranked No. 7 running back in Louisiana by ‘ootball Report @ Rated in top ne Louisiana runners by Robert MALONE DL 65, 255 Prichard 

PrepStar @ All-State @ All-District # As a senior, ar 078 yards rushing, averaging 8.6 yards per carry. National Recruiting Advisor All-American, ranked Ri 4 defensive tackle eve ¢ PrapSior ME Aeron’ 


oS No. 36 player in Dixie and No. 1 defensive player in Alabama @ Atfanta Journal-Consti- 
tution Super Souther 100 Birmingham News Super Senior # Orlando Sentinel All-South ¢ All-State. 


Willie NORTHERN WR 6-2, 180 Quincy, FL hanks 
SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 6 receiver nationally and No. 4 player in Fioida  PrepStar All-Ameri- 


Shawn BUSHONG GB/ATH 6-4, 238 Edgewater, FL New Smyrna Beach 
Ranked No. 2 quarterback in Florida and No. 8 in Southeast by PrepStar @ SuperPrep rated No. 3 quarter- 
back in Florida @ Directed Wing-T offense @ Had 950 yards passing and seven touchdowns as a senior, 


Mario BYNES WR 5-11, 160 Ft. Lauderdale Dillard can @ Prep Foolball Report All-American, rated No. 2 receiver in Florida # Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
National Recruiting Advisor ranked No.8 all-purpose back in Southeast # Team Most Valuable Player. Super Soule 100 @ Two-time All-State @ Three-year starter on offense and defense 
Ronney DANIELS WR 6-3, 215 Lake Wales, FL lake Wales Ben NOWLAND OL 6-2, 270 St. Augustine, FL 
Parade All-American # National Recruiting Advisor ranked No. 7 linebacker in Southeast in 1994 @ Rated Three-year starter @ Will play center at Auburn @ Member of wrestling team wih 18 18- 1 record with 18 pins 
No. 10 player in Florida by SuperPrep @ Tampa Tribune Player of the Year All-State # Most Valuable Member of track team @ Honor student. 
Player in Florida-Georgia Al |-Star game @ Spent last three years in Montreal Expos farm system. 

on PAGE LB 6-3, 230 Foley Foley 
Lorenzo DIAMOND TE 6-4, 210 Biloxi, MS Biloxi Prep All-American, rated No. 34 player in Dixie hh No. 3 defensive bmnaen in Alabama @ PrepStar 
Rated No. 1 fight end in Mississippi by PrepStar # Ranked No. 42 player in Dixie by SuperPrep # Atlanta yr pubis) + Birmingham News Super All-State @ Three-year starter @ Had 22 career quarterback sacks. 
Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 10 Senior @ All-State. 

Brian PARCHINSK! DE 6-4, 235 Melbourne, FL Melboume 
Damon DUVAL PK/P 61,175 Chattanooga, TN AllSpace Coast as defensive end and tight end @ Two-way starter for three seasons. 


Rated No. 58 player in Dixie by SuperPrep # Two-time All-State # Hit 90 percent ai Wako into endzone. 


Damien POSTELL RB 6-1, 205 Baldwin, Baldwin 
Gabe GRi 63,195 Northview SuperPrep ranked No. 57 player in ‘Florida @ Florida Times: ten Super 11 @ All-State # County Academic 
As a senior, aay 1,116 yards passing and nine Gane @ Had 485 yards rushing and 11 touchdowns. Athlele of the Year @ Four-year starter @ Had 1,535 yards rushing, averaging eight yards per carry, with 21 
touchdowns as a senior @ Had 14 receptions for 195 yards, 
Roderick JONES LB 6-2, 220 Prichard 


Brandon hate 43 ay on 75 Mobile B. sae Pe 
Asa senior, had 707 fu 10 touchdowns as an option quarterback # ssing 
Be ng option q yo toss 


SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 24 peri in Dixie and No. 2 linebacker in iy ats @ Rated No. 1 
linebacker in Alabama by Prep Football Report # PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 14 linebacker in 


Southeast Region @ Huntsville Times Top 20. Played quai defensive back # Point guard on defending state championship 
Kenny KELLY LB scllese All 61,215 led BR tplatae! City, FL ly RS East Central JC olloge Jack atlalenapt la 6 Agraty ly IL 4 Snow JC Played 
SuperPrep junior college -American, ranked No. 12 ayer nationally @ Rated No. 30 junior PrepStar junior college Top 100 @ Had 37 receptions for 417 yards as a sophomore at Snow # one 
player nationally by National Recruiting Advisor. season at Illinois State before fulfilling two-year Mormon mission in Australia @ Participated in spring drills at 
Aubum. 
Jeff KLEIN QB 6-3, 185 Alpharetta, GA Chattahootchie 
Led team to state quarterfinals as a senior # Had 2, 134 passing yards and 23 touchdowns @ Punter. Stanford SIMMONS DB 6-3, 195 Ashland Clay County 
Parade All-American # PrepStar All-American ¢ Allania Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Helped 
Curtis LEE RB 195 Jacksonville, FL Raines team to three consecutive state championships @ As a senior, had 71 tackles and eight interceptions. 
SuperPrep rated No, 44 rx Ferida @ Helped tom 150 record end se chanpiesip @ Hed 


Rashaud WALKER DB 6-0, 190 Decatur, GA Southwest DeKalb 


5,000 coreer rushing yards @ As a senior, had 1,226 yards rushing, averaging 6.6 yards per carry. 
PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 11 defensive back in ‘Southeast Region # National Recruiting Advisor 


Xavier LEWIS LB 6-0, 220 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Dillard rated No. 8 defensive back in Southeast @ SuperPrep rated No. 56 player in Dixie # Atlanta Journal-Consti- 
Three-year starter @ Had 110 tackles, six quarterback sacks and four interceptions as a senior. tution Super Southern 100 @ Two-time All-State @ Had 16 career interceptions. 
Michae! LINDSEY TE 6-5, 270 Atlanta, GA Lakeside Davern WILUAMS DE 6-4, 265 Mon 


far All-American, rated No. 4 tight end in Southeast Region # Ranked No. EH cake 


igomery Jeff Davis 
Huntsville Times Top 20 4 Helped feam to state cha Three-year starter @ Had seven quarterback 
female ety Bis pe Top 50 in Georgia @ All-State. af se siaihee Da ane 


socks in state playoff win over Pelham @ Member of basketball ond 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(10-3 6-2) PASSING __ ee) Sept. 3. Virginia 
— A At Comp Yaros Pct TD_ Int —— — 
28 Virginia = 17 216 3277 536 18 13 Sept. 12 at Mississippi 
ISO 5 50.0 0 0 = 
19 Mississippi 9 Rising Sept. 19 LSU 
31 LSU 28 —_— - : 
= Yaros AvG Le t 

Al Central Florida 14 Caisse Tennessee 
Dolmen SaninGaralnd wei Oct. 10 at Mississippi State 
49 LovisianaTech =—si(as«éd'3 Oct. 17 at Florida 

7 4 RECEIVING = 
10 Florida 24 Vine a Oct. 24 Louisiana Tech 
26 = Arkansas 21 Sa Ss == 7 = 

0) __ Mississippi State 20 SASS oe Bal pte: - 
45 Georgia ee = “t Nov. 7 Central Florida 
18 _ Alabama ae DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 14. Georgia 
29 Tennessee 30 TACKLES: TACKLES: Spikes 136; Neal 124; Brumbaugh 78. * 
a PEacH BOWL ae, INTERCEPTIONS: Ware 4; Bray 2; Spikes 2;Casher2. Nov. 2] at Alabama 
QB Sacks: Brumbaugh 5; Reese 4.5. nest 

21 Clemson 7 TackLes For Loss: Spikes 9; Carson 9; Dorsey 6. Birmingham, AL 
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BOWDEN ACTIVATED THE TRUE FRESHMAN IN THE MIDDLE 
OF WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE A REDSHIRT SEASON IN 1997, 
AND DEMONTRAY CARTER SHOWED A PROPENSITY 
FOR MAKING THE BIG PLAYS. 


PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


coaches’ heads. He should have no trouble topping Rusty Williams’ 
team-leading 277 rushing yards from last season. Junior Cencade Pen- 
nington (5-8, 199) also indicated he wants to play. 

Bowden laughs when fans question his tailbacks’ size — or 
lack thereof — dismissing the idea that it was the reason for last 
year’s anemic running game. 

“| get so amused at this big-back theory. | look at the NFL 
and see all the great backs and, really, size doesn’t always have a 
lot to do with it,” Bowden said, also noting that Williams has 
added eight pounds of muscle during the off-season and Carter 
has gone from 175 to almost 190 pounds. 

“It’s more about being a great back. | believe it’s got to do 
with ability most of all, pure ability.” 

Incumbent quarterback Ben Leard is a raw talent. Rated as 
one of the nation’s top 10 quarterbacks coming out of Hartwell 
(Ga.) County High School in 1996, Leard was redshirted, then 
spent last season as Craig’s backup. A Stan White-type specimen 
at 6-3, 223 pounds, Leard has the arm strength, quick release 
and intelligence to play the game. 

“He's also competitive, and | think the only thing that’s left is 
how well he performs under pressure — and that’s the most impor- 
tant ingredient,” Bowden said of the dropback passer who has only 
completed one pass, in two attempts, at the collegiate level. 

“| like being in those pressure situations,” Leard responded in 
the spring. “I only look forward to that.” 

Leard will have the luxury of adjusting to SEC ball operating 


behind a deep and experienced line. And of having a receiving 
corps that, despite the loss of Baker and sure-handed Tyrone 
Goodson and Hicks Poor, is still talented. 

“We've got some depth for the first time since I’ve been 
here,” said assistant head/offensive line coach Rick Trickett, 
whose only loss — albeit a big one — is NFL first-rounder Victor 
Riley. “We ought to be able to run two lines and be pretty good 
with each one of them.” 

That's due to the likes of first-teamers Jeno James and Kendall 
Mack at tackle, and T.J. Mears and DeMarcus Curry at guard. T.J. 
Dunigan will start at center, resuming the spot he held in all 13 
games last year. All five players are talented, with James 
expected to once again reap All-SEC honors this season, and pos- 
sibly be joined by one of his teammates. 

A number of players will make up what Bowden calls a 
“solid, two-deep, ready-to-play offensive line,” and the strength 
of Auburn's offense. 

Karsten Bailey heads up the group of returnees at wideout, one 
of five receivers in Auburn history with 100 career receptions. A 
senior, Bailey has the potential to move up in several all-time cate- 
gories this season. In a 51-reception, 824-yard 1997 campaign, he 
joined Tiger legends Terry Beasley and Frank Sanders as the only 
AU receivers with consecutive seasons of at least 45 catches. 

Defensively, first-round NFL draft pick Takeo Spikes will be a 
tough act to follow. His early departure leaves a hole at inside 
linebacker, a position that loses Ricky Neal, as well. 

Redshirt freshmen Tavarreus Pounds and James Callier, how- 
ever, made strides this spring, and will push Haven Fields for one 
of the starting spots. So will a host of talented redshirts, while the 
Tigers are set on the outside with Quinton Reese and Ryan Taylor. 

“People are gonna say that’s (inside linebacker) not going to 
be as good as Takeo or Ricky. Well, no, it won't be right away, 
but the supporting cast around it will,” Bowden said. “If the two 
inside linebacker slots can be filled adequately, everyone else just 
needs to improve their game.” 

If last season is any indication of the progress Bill Oliver's 
defense has made, that shouldn’t be a problem. The Tigers 
jumped six spots in the SEC's total defense category in 1997, 
thanks to the maturation of a young group of players, and Bow- 
den believes there won't be a dropoff in the Tigers’ 3-4 scheme. 

Especially not with defensive stalwart Jimmy Brumbaugh on 
the job. Brumbaugh, 6-1, 278, was voted first-team All-SEC last 
season, despite playing in only 10 games after rupturing a patella 
tendon on the first play of the Georgia game. Still, he led 
Auburn's down linemen and was third on the team in total tack- 
les with 78, also pacing the team with five sacks. 

Brumbaugh will be backed up by Jeff Dunlap at left end, while 
junior Leonardo Carson (6-3, 272) is at right. Charles Dorsey, a 6- 
2, 291-pound senior who also is adept at getting into the oppo- 
nent’s backfield, resumes his starting spot at nose tackle. 

With Rob Pate and Brad Ware slotted in at safety, Houston 
won't necessarily be missed. Pate made an impression in his first 
season at Auburn, starting eight of 13 games and landing on the 
Freshman All-SEC team. Ware, who was named second-team All- 
SEC by the league’s coaches last season, has hauled in four inter- 
ceptions in each of the last two years. 

The Tigers are “two-deep with experience” at corner, thanks 
to the return of Antwoine Nolan, Jayson Bray, Rodney Crayton 
and Larry Casher, although Crayton reinjured a knee early in the 
spring after sitting out all last season. Casher, who joined Pate on the 
freshman all-conference squad, picked off a Peyton Manning pass in 
a one-point SEC Championship Game loss to Tennessee. So did 
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QB Ben Leard, So/Meiko Collier, Fr DE Jimmy Brumbaugh, Sr*/Jeff Dunlap, So 
“TB Demontray Carter, So/ Rusty Williams, Je : NT Charles Dorsey, Sr*/Josh Weldon, Fr - 
FB Tellie Embery, So/Heath Evans, Fr DE Leonardo Carson, Jr*/Jeremy Banks, So 
WR ‘Ryan Hooker, So/Clifton Robinson, So OLB —_ Quinton Reese, Jr*/Roderick € Chambers, So 
WR Karsten Bailey, Sr*/Errick Lowe, Sr 1B Haven Fields, Jr/James Callier, Fr 
“TE Jack Schwieger, Jr/| Reid Tankersley, fro ILB Tavarreus Pounds, Fr/Whit Smith, Fr 
LT Jeno James, Jr*/Colin Sears, So OLB Ryan Taylor, Sr*/ Marcus Washington, Jr 
LG TJ. Meers, So*/Kendall Simmons, So = CB Larry Casher, So*/Jayson Bray, Sr "3 
Comat, Dunigan, Jr*/Cole Cubelic, So CB. Antwoine Nolan, Jr*/Jayson Bray, Sr 
RG Demarcus Curry, Sr/Hart McGarry, — SS__ Rob Pate, So/ Couriney Rose,So 
“RT Kendell Mack, Sr*/Mike Pucillo, Fr FS Brad Ware, Jr*/ Adlai Trone, Sr 
“PK — Robert Bironas, Fr/Damon Duval, Fr ai P Jeremy Zills, Sr/Damon Duval, Fr — 3 


SPRING UPDATE 


uburn’s biggest question marks 

entering spring drills, quarterback 

and placekicker, were answered — 
somewhat. 

While Ben Leard finished drills sitting 
atop the QB depth chart, redshirt freshman 
Meiko Collier made it apparent he’s not 
ready to give up on No. 1. 

“I think it’s still wide open,” Collier said 
after the spring game. “The coaches are 
telling me it’s wide open, and to just keep 
pushing him (Leard).” 

Collier apparently pushed himself away 
from the table during the offseason, paring 
20 much-needed pounds off his 6-2 frame. 
At 231 elusive pounds, he is considered a 
bigger version of Dameyune Craig. Collier 
doesn't slide — “I’m too big,” he said — he 
just lowers his head and runs over defend- 
ers ... or scrambles away from them. 

Starting for the White team in the A- 
Day game (and competing against a Blue 
team defense made up of second-team and 
walk-on players), Collier alternated at quar- 
terback and tight end. The only pass 
thrown his way, though, was dropped. But 
then again, Collier definitely wants to play 
quarterback. 

* Redshirt freshman Robert Bironas’ 
37-yard field goal as time expired in the 
spring game gave his White team a 17-16 
victory (is there any better for Tiger fans?) 
and the answer to Auburn’s placekicking 
puzzle. Although he is listed as backup to 
Jeremy Zills, newcomer Damon Duvall 
booted punts of 67 and 54 yards — per- 
haps leaving that door open until the fall. 

¢ With the emergence of tailbacks 
Demontray Carter and Cencade Pennington 
during the spring, last year’s leading rusher 
Rusty Williams was moved to wide receiver. 
He responded by hauling in a 40-yard TD 
pass in the A-day game, and enters the fall 
with wide receiver/tailback/fullback listed 
beside his name. 

“He'll be pleased in the role we're 
going to utilize him in,” said Bowden of 
Auburn’s new “Slash.” 

¢ He may not be Takeo Spikes — yet 
— but Whit Smith stepped up as the player 
trying to fill those All-America shoes. A 
highlight of the intrasquad game, the red- 
shirt freshman led all tacklers with 10 and 
caused a fumble, his performance going a 
long way toward allievating the concerns at 
inside linebacker. 

* With his defense somewhat set, Bow- 
den made this springtime observation of the 
Tigers’ offensive unit: “Every position 
except the line will have the chance for a 
freshman to come in and contribute.” 

— Susan Storey 
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JENO JAMES EARNED SECOND-TEAM ALL-SEC 
HONORS IN 1997, AND REAPS COMPARISONS TO 
FORMER AU LINEMEN WAYNE GANDY AND WILLIE 

ANDERSON — NFL FIRST-ROUND DRAFT PICKS. 


PHOTO COURTESY OF AUBURN UNIVERSITY MEDIA RELATIONS 


Bray, who returned his 77 yards to set up an 
Auburn touchdown. 

“(With Houston) we did have four cor- 
ners and three safeties, and that’s perfect 
because you've got rotators,” Bowden said. 
“But now we have four corners and two 
safeties, and we'll develop some more. 

“But that’s playing experience — 
experience that is great for nickel and 
dime packages — and if we hadn’t lost 
Martavius you probably wouldn't see any- 
body get off the bench, as far as need to.” 

On special teams, Bowden is facing 
several scenarios. One has last year’s 
backup Jeremy Zills or incoming freshman 
Damon Duvall handling the punting 
chores. The other has the strong-legged 
Duvall also slotted in as placekicker, a la 
Jaret Holmes, an All-SEC selection last 
season. But several newcomers will get a 
look this spring, in a competition that 
could carry over to the Tigers’ opening 
game against Virginia on Sept. 3. 

“We're going to make it (kicking) an 
important part of our game plan very early 
in the season,” Bowden said. 


On The Verge Of Greatness 


game at Auburn — and neither 
will the millions of viewers of that 
night's ESPN SportsCenter. 

A defensive player who was making 
the adjustment to offensive tackle, James 
jumped prematurely in the Tigers’ 1996 
home-opener. At nearly 300 pounds 
and trying to get back into position, he 
lost his balance and toppled over back- 
wards — before the ball was snapped. 

Lining up beside him, split guard 
TJ. Dunigan was so focused on his 
man, he was oblivious to the situation. 

“| heard the crowd go, ‘Ohhh,’ but | 
didn’t know why,” said Dunigan. 

Two seasons later, James and Duni- 
gan are standing on more solid ground. 
They enter their junior seasons as stal- 
warts on Auburn’s offensive line, and as 
good friends, as well. 

Both players were switched to 
offense when they arrived on campus. 
Dunigan had an even bigger adjustment 
the following fall, when teammate Karl 
Lavine went down with an injury. 

“| took the football and handed it to 


Tawawaskie and said, ‘You're the start- 


eno James will never forget his first 


ing center,” said offensive line coach 


Rick Trickett, one of few people able to 
pronounce Dunigan’s first name. He has 
entrenched himself in the spot, starting 
all 13 games at center last season. 

James earned second-team All-SEC 
honors in 1997, and reaps comparisons 
to former AU linemen Wayne Gandy 
and Willie Anderson — NFI first-round 
draft picks — from Trickett. 

Dunigan is the emotional leader of 
the line, while James is one of the hard- 
est workers on the team. 

“| want to be part of a great experi- 
ence, and | feel our offensive line has 
the chance to be great,” said the 6-4, 
298-pound James. 

But neither player is taking anything 
for granted. Not with so much depth and 
talent on Auburn’s offensive line. 

“Everyday at practice, if you’re No. 

1 you're fighting to stay No. 1. If you're 
No. 2 you’re fighting to be No. 1. And if 
you're No. 3 you're fighting to move into 
the rotation,” said Dunigan, 6-3, 300. 

“With Coach Trickett, there’s no 
such thing as that position being your 
position — there’s no such thing as 
a starter.” 

But there is such a thing as stability. O 


That season starts with the Cavaliers 
at home, and ends with archrival Alabama 
at Birmingham's Legion Field. In between, 
the Tigers play up-and-comers Central 
Florida and Louisiana Tech, featuring two 


— 


HERE WILL BE 
VERY LITTLE ROOM 
FOR ERROR,” 
BOWDEN SAID, 


“BUT BECAUSE OF THE SCHEDULE 
WE CAN GET BETTER EACH AND 
EVERY WEEK AND BE TESTED TO THE 
POINT WHERE WE BECOME A 
PRETTY GOOD FOOTBALL TEAM.” 


of the nation’s top quarterbacks. South 
Carolina is replaced on the lineup with 
Tennessee, with a visit to The Swamp also 
scheduled. Auburn was the last team — in 
1994 — to beat the Gators at Florida Field. 
“There will be very little room for 


error,” Bowden said, “but because of 
the schedule we can get better each 
and every week and be tested to the 
point where we become a pretty good 
football team.” 

The Tigers will do so in what Bowden 
has deemed a new era of Auburn football, 
an era which he says was only launched 
upon the completion of last season, and per- 
haps confirmed by his contract extension. 

Going 11-0 in his first year in 1993 
didn’t do it. Neither did 1994's 9-1-1 mark. 

“I'm as big a Pat Dye fan as there is,” 
Bowden said of his predecessor. “But the Pat 
Dye era is over. The Terry Bowden era is here. 

“It took five years, and that’s a normal 
transition. But there comes a point in time 
in anybody's career at a school when he 
becomes THE coach. And last year was that 
time, when we won 10 games with players 
who weren't here until we got here. 

“Good or bad, win or lose, we're in 
for the long haul. | know I'm excited, and 
| think the Auburn people are very confi- 
dent, as well.” 

— Susan Storey 
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he position has defined the Steve 

Spurrier era at Florida since the 

Prodigal Son returned in 1990 to 
coach his alma mater. 


Call it the Prodigal Position. The enor- 
mity of the situation, those involved will 


FLORIDA 


GATORS 


offense enough leeway to make a run at 
returning to the SEC championship game 
— and possibly further. 

“Steve is going to have a quarter- 
back,” said Florida State coach Bobby 
Bowden. “Steve is probably the best quar- 
terback coach in the country. Whoever's 


had a chance to make a move last season 
in a tough road game at Auburn, but sim- 
ply wasn’t ready and was replaced in the 
second half. 

Palmer, though, made great strides in 
the spring, throwing three touchdown 
passes, while Johnson threw three inter- 


Battle Continues at the Prodigal Position 


tell you, can be somewhat biblical. 

No position dictates success at Florida 
more than the quarterback. More times 
than not, the right player in the right situ- 
ation usually translates to championships. 
The wrong player or the wrong situation 
historically leads to a season of disap- 
pointment by Florida standards. 

The Gators won 10 games last season, 
beat archrival Florida State and kept the 
Seminoles from winning the national 
championship, and finished ranked in the 
top five. All with a brewing quarterback 
controversy throughout the second half of 
the season. 

Now the Gators seem to be starting 
right back where they were at the begin- 
ning of last season, with questions at key 
offensive skill positions. At the top of the 
list is quarterback, where a recurring 
shoulder injury to last year’s starter Doug 
Johnson has muddled the situation once 
again. 

This time Canadian sophomore Jesse 
Palmer, who threw 38 passes last season 
as a true freshman backup, steps up to 
assume control. 

“Jesse Palmer is very capable,” 
Spurrier said. “Things aren't going to fall 
apart here.” 

Especially considering the success of 
the quarterback coach at Florida (Spurrier), 
and the spring performance of Palmer. 

One more thing: The Florida defense 
will likely be one of the best in the coun- 
try, and should give Palmer and the 


BUTKUS AWARD SEMIFINALIST JOHNNY 
RUTLEDGE IS PART OF A STELLAR GROUP 
OF LINEBACKERS AT FLORIDA. 
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there, he’s going to have him proficient. | 
don't know his personnel. What | do 
know is he'll solve it.” 

Bowden knows that firsthand. Spurrier 
used an unorthodox system last season to 
beat the Seminoles 32-29 and save 
Florida's season. Johnson and senior walk- 
on Noah Brindise rotated for much of the 
game, and the FSU defense could never 
figure out the wacky plan. 

It was the culmination to a trying sea- 
son for Johnson, who looked as though he 
was fitting nicely into the position before 
a midseason funk — spurred by a one- 
game suspension for breaking team rules 
— threw him off-kilter for a month. Palmer 


at a glance 


ceptions and fumbled twice. Palmer also 
stayed in Gainesville during the summer, 
working with the wide receivers and 
watching game tape while Johnson’s 
future as a football player and baseball 
player in the Tampa Bay Devil Rays orga- 
nization was in limbo because of the 
shoulder injury. 

Florida's other quarterbacks on schol- 
arship are redshirt freshman Tim Olm- 
stead, who struggled to pick up the 
offense in the spring, and freshman signee 
Donald Caldwell, who is also ticketed to 
play wideout. 

“When you get to this level, you 
never know when you're going to get 


1997: 10-2 Overall, 6-2 SEC (Tie/2nd East} 

COACH: Steve Spurrier — At Florida: 83-16- 
1, 8 years; Overall, 103-29-2, 11 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 7; 6 Offense, 
9 Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Jesse Palmer, 
TB Terry Jackson, OT Zach Piller, DE/LB 
Jevon Kearse, DT Ed Chester, DE Willie 
Cohens, LB Johnny Rutledge, LB Mike 
Peterson 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Gators are 
loaded on defense — so much so, that two 
new corners (one is converted strong safety 
Tony George) won't be much of a prob- 
lem. Florida also potentially has its best 
offensive line under Spurrier, led by All- 
America candidate Zach Piller at left tackle. 


PRIMARY PROBLEMS: The quarter- 
back situation. Palmer is talented and has 
shown potential, and may simply need 
more time on the field. He should get 
plenty of that, with the uncertainty sur- 
rounding former starter Doug Johnson's 
injured shoulder. The receivers are also as 
inexperienced as at any time under 
Spurrier, but sophomores Travis Taylor and 
Darrell Jackson, and freshman Brian Hau- 
gabrook are expected to step up. 

OVERVIEW: If the quarterback play 
improves from last season, Florida will 
again be one of the nation’s top teams — 
especially with what could be the coun- 
try's best defense. In Spurrier’s system, that 
shouldn't be a problem. 
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Hic Scuoot / Cottece 
Donald CALDWELL QB 62,195 Tam Jefferson 


pa 
PrepStar All-American @ All-State # Two-time District Most Valuable Player # Had 6,936 career 
passing yards and 77 touchdowns. 


HOMETOWN 


Name / Position Size 


John CAPEL WR 5-11, 180 Brooksville Hernando 
Parade All-American # Rated No. 1 wide receiver nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # As a | 
senior, had 1,229 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns, averaging 9.1 yards per carry @ Had 28 
beets for 434 yards and three touchdowns @ As a junior, won state championship in 100-meters | 
and 200-meters. 


Tabious CARTER LB 6-2, 195 Fort Valley, GA Peach County 
SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 35 linebacker nationally @ All-State @ Three-year starter # Had 
70 tackles, four interceptions and three fumble recoveries as a senior. 


Derrick CORKER DB 5-11, 165 Ft. Lauderdale Plantation 

PrepStar All-American, rated No. 6 defensive back in Southeast @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked 
No. 25 defensive back nationally @ Rated No. 20 cornerback in Southeast by National Recruiting 
Advisor @ Three-year starter # Had 17 career interceptions, despite missing most of junior season, 


Robert CROMARTIE CB 5-9, 175 East Point, GA Douglass 

PrepStar All-American @ National Recruiting Advisor and National Bluechips Recruiting Service 
ranked No. 1 cornerback nationally @ Four-year starter @ As a senior, had 33 tackles and three 
interceptions Had 53 tackles and six interceptions as a junior. 


Aaron DEAL OL 6-7, 305 Ft. Walton Beach Choctawhatchee 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 30 offensive lineman pare  PrepStar All-American, ranked 
No. 14 offensive lineman in Southeast # Two-time second-team All-State. 


Robert GILLESPIE RB 5-10, 180 Hattiesburg, MS Hattiesburg 
| SuperPrep All-American, Southeast Offensive Player of the Year, rated No. 30 player nationally # 

National Recruiting Advisor ranked No. 2 all-purpose back nationally # Had 1,957 yards rushing | 
and 26 touchdowns as a senior. | 
| Earnest GRAHAM RB 510,210 Cope Coral Mariner 
| Parade All-American @ USA Today second-team All-American @ SuperPrep All-American, rated No. | 
| 12 running back nationally # National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ Florida's Mr. Football # 
Had 5,710 career rushing yards @ Had 4,000 total yards in final two seasons. 


| Marcus JOHNSON LB 6-4, 200 Rockledge Rockledge | 
| SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 25 linebacker nationally Two-time All-State @ Space Coast 

| Defensive Area Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 120 tackles and 14 quarterback sacks @ 
| Senior class president. 
| Todd JOHNSON DB 61, 180 Sarasota Riverview | 
| USA Today honorable mention All-American @ PrepStar All-American, rated No. 5 defensive back in 
Southeast @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 30 defensive back nationally @ All-State # Had 91 


tackles and six interceptions as a senior. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich Scuoot / Couece 


David JORGENSEN OL 6-5, 285 Horiford, CT Avon Old Farms | 
National Recruiting Advisor All-American, rated No. 8 offensive tackle nationally # SuperPrep All- 
American, ranked No. 30 offensive lineman nationally and No. | player in New England Region # 
PrepStar All-American, rated No. 20 offensive lineman nationally # Participated in spring drills. 


| David KEARLEY OL 6-6, 305 Niceville Niceville 
PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 20 offensive lineman in Southeast # National Bluechips Recruit- 
| ing Service All-American, rated No. 10 weakside offensive tackle nationally All-State. 


Chuck MARKS RB 5-10, 185 Albany, GA Monroe 
National Bluechips Recruiting Service ranked No. 25 running back nationally # PrepStar All-South- 
east Region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 2,300 yards rushing and 27 touchdowns. 


Lester NORWOOD DB 6-2, 185 Marietta, GA Wheeler 

National Recruiting Advisor All-American, rated No. 3 strong safety nationally @ SuperPrep Alll- 
American, ranked No. 25 defensive back nationally @ As a senior, had 78 tackles and seven inter- 
ceptions @ Had 70 tackles as a junior. 


Mike PEARSON OL 6-7, 285 Seffner Armwood 

USA Today All-American Parade All-American @ SuperPrep All-American, rated No, 2 offensive 
lineman nationally @ PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 4 offensive lineman nationally # Rated No. 
2 offensive tackle nationally by Notional Recruiting Advisor # All-State. 


| Chris REYNOLDS DL 6-1, 260 Tallohassee Lincoln 
| USA Today honorable mention All-American @ PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 18 defensive line- 
man nationally @ All-State Florida Super Seniors Team @ Had 68 tackles, including 13 for losses. 


| Aaron WALKER TE 6-5, 235 Mims Astronaut 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 7 tight end 
| nationally @ PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 1 fight end in Southeast @ All-State @ Florida Super 
| Seniors Team Three-year starter # Had 82 tackles and 1.4 quarterback sacks as defensive end. 


| David WASIELEWSKI K/P 5-11, 225 Tampa Jesuit 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ PrepStar All-American, rated No. 2 kicker in South- 
| east @ Ranked No. 3 kicker in Southeast by National Recruiting Advisor All-State @ Florida Super 
| Seniors Team @ Made seven of nine field goals, including 53-yarder, as a senior. 


| Kirk WELLS TE 6-3, 210 Riverdale, GA Mount Zion | 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 12 tight end nationally # National Recruiting Advisor All-Ameri- 

can, ranked No. 15 tight end nationally Four-year starter @ As a senior, had 13 receptions for 221 | 
yards @ Had 10 quarterback sacks @ Four-year starter in basketball and baseball. | 


| 
| Marquis WESTBROOK DB 59,170 | Cordele, GA Crisp County 

PrepStar All-American, rated No. 20 defensive back in Southeast @ Ranked No. 10 athlete in South 
| east by National Recruiting Advisor @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Three-year 
| starter at quarterback and defensive back Had 920 passing yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior 
@ Had 103 tackles and four interceptions, returning two for touchdowns. 
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a _ — 
COACH SPURRIER CALLS SENIOR TERRY JACKSON ONE OF THE BEST 
ALL-AROUND PLAYERS IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


your chance or how you're going to get your chance,” Palmer 
said. “But when you do, you have to make the best of it. If 1 did- 
n't like competition or pressure, | never would’ve come here.” 

No matter what happens with the quarterbacks, it will be 
much easier for Spurrier knowing he has a safety net on the other 
side of the ball just in case things get shaky. The Gators return 
nine starters from a defense that finished 14th in the nation last 
season, and may have the best front seven in the country. 

Florida will rotate as many as six tackles and six ends, and has 
three-year starters at linebacker in Johnny Rutledge, Jevon Kearse 
and Mike Peterson. All three are all-star candidates; Kearse, who 
also will play rush end in pass situations rates as one of the top 
defensive players in the nation. 

“We obviously have some talent and have a chance to have a 
good season,” said defensive coordinator Bob Stoops. “But I'm 
one of those people that has to see it happen on the field before | 
give my opinion.” 

The only question on the defense is the secondary, which 
loses starting cornerbacks Fred Weary and Elijah Williams. For a 
defense that feeds on pressure and pursuit, corners with solid 


man-coverage skills are imperative. 

Senior Tony George, a starting strong safety last season, will 
take one of the corner spots. George began his career as a Parade 
All-America comerback recruit, and covered the opponent's third 
receiver last year in passing situations. 

George’s move to corner was facilitated by the emergence 
of sophomore strong safety Rod Graddy, who played little last 
year until the Florida State game. It was after that game that 
Stoops publicly admitted he made a mistake by not playing 
Graddy sooner. 

The other corner spot has numerous candidates, with junior 
Dock Pollard and sophomore Cedric Warren leading the way 
because of experience. But the job could eventually be won by 
redshirt freshman Mike Gipson, who was originally part of 
Florida’s Fab Five All-America wideout recruits last season before 
moving to defense in the spring. He has the size (6-feet, 190 
pounds) and speed to be the physical presence Stoops wants at 
the position. 

“Every year we hear that the secondary is going to be the 
weak link,” George said. “Then every year we go out and have a 
good season. We're used to it by now. It kind of upsets you a lit- 
tle to hear that, but at the same time, it also motivates you.” 

No matter who plays corner, their job will be inherently easier 
because of the pressure and play of the front seven. Senior tackle 
Ed Chester, a third-team All-America selection last year, returns 
with junior all-star candidate Reggie McGrew to form one of the 
best tackle combinations in the country. Senior Tim Beauchamp, a 
second-team All-SEC pick last year, and senior Willie Cohens — 
who coaches say is primed for an All-America season — are a 
dangerous combination at end. 

There’s also quality depth with juniors Thad Bullard and 
Anthony Mitchell, and from Kearse in certain situations. When 
Kearse moves to end, that will get talented redshirt freshman 
Alex Brown on the field. Brown (6-4, 240) is training at both of 
Kearse’s positions (Sam linebacker and rush end) and may be fur- 
ther along developmentally than Kearse was as a freshman. 

“There's a lot of talent on this defense,” Peterson said. “If we 
have to hold things together while the offense gets in shape, 
that’s fine. Because believe me, it won't take long for Coach 
Spurrier to get the offense where he wants it.” 

Which, more than anything, is where the season begins and 
ends for the Gators. To get back to the SEC championship game, 
Florida has to find its ultra-successful passing game of years past. 

Compounding the concerns at quarterback is inexperience at 
wide receiver, the other key component of Spurrier’s Throw As 
You Go offense. Although underachieving seniors Nafis Karim and 
Travis McGriff have the most experience, sophomores Travis Tay- 
lor and Darrell Jackson, and redshirt freshman Brian Haugabrook 
could make the most impact. 

Then there’s freshman recruit John Capel of Brooksville, Fla., 
who ran the fastest 100 meters (10.4) in the nation at the high 
school level last spring. 

“These guys are going to surprise a lot of people,” said wide 
receivers coach Dwayne Dixon. “It’s much different when you’re 
out there and you're The Man. When you have to make plays, 
when you're expected to make plays and there’s no one else to 
do it, that’s when you find the guys that really want to play.” 

The passing game will get help from an experienced and 
deep offensive line, and a strong group of running backs. The 
line, led by senior All-America candidate Zach Piller at left tackle 
and junior guards Cheston Blackshear and Ryan Kalich, is three 
deep and has seven players who have started games over the 
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Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. Hometown . NAM Pos. Class Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN 


trangely enough, basketball kept 
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man. 

* Tragic loss: Florida signee James 
McGriff, one of the nation’s top athlete 
recruits last year, died April 18 in a swim- 
ming accident near his hometown of Palm 
Bay, Fla. 

McGriff, 19, drowned after being 
caught in a strong undercurrent in Mel- 
bourme Beach. He played tailback and 
defensive back at Palm Bay High School, 
but was a projected linebacker at Florida. 
rea Florida coach Steve Spurrier said on 


Jesse Palmer/Tim Olmstead, Fr le Willie Cohens, Sr*/Anthony Mitchell, Jr 

Terry Jackson, Sr*/Eugene McCaslin, Jr | Ed Chester, Sr*/Buck Gurley, So 

Rod Frazier, So*/Eugene McCaslin, ir Reggie McGrew, Jr*/ Derrick | Chambers, So 

Noafis Karim, Sr/Travis Taylor, So Tim Beauchamp, Sr*/Thad Bullard, Jr - 
> Johnny Rutledge, Sr*/Keith Kelsey, Jr 


Travis McGriff, Sr/Darrell Jackson, Son 
Erron Kinney, Jr*/Rob Roberts, Fr Mike Peterson, Sr*/Daryl Owens, So 


Zach Piller, Sr*/Ben Brown, Fr 
Ryan Kalich, Jr*/Zac Zedalis, So 


Jevon Kearse, Jr*/Alex Brown, Fr 
Dock Pollard, Jr/Cedric Warren, So 


Corey Yarbrough, Jr/Tom Hillard, Fr 


Cheston Blackshear, Jr*/Leon Hires, So 


Tony George, Sr*/Mike Gipson, Fr 


Rod Graddy, So/Marquand Manuel, Fr 


Cooper Carlisle, Jr/Kenyatta Walker, Fr 


Collins Cooper, Sr*/Dave Wasielewski, Fr 
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Teako Brown, Sr*/Reggie Davis, Jr 


Robby Stevenson, Sr*/Josh Korn, Jr 


National Signing Day that McGriff could 

have been one of the true freshman to play 

this season at linebacker and special teams. 
— Matt Hayes 
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The Freak Terrorizes Gators’ Foes 


e runs swiftly on the field, glid- 
H ing effortlessly with the frame of 

a defensive lineman. It’s almost 
too much to believe. 

Jevon Kearse is 6-5, 260 pounds, 
and he has been clocked at a sub-4.5 
AO. He plays linebacker and rush end 
for the Florida Gators, and his legend 
continues to grow with each season. 

Only a junior, he is one of the 
nation’s most dangerous — and feared 
— defensive players. His teammates 
call him “The Freak.” 

“A man running around with boys 
out there,” says Auburn coach Terry 
Bowden. “He can change the direction 
and emotion of a game all by himself.” 

A first-team All-SEC selection last 
season, Kearse led Florida with 29.5 
Big Plays, including 12.5 tackles for 
losses, 6.5 sacks, seven pass deflec- 
tions and eight hurries. 

He has the speed to cover tight 
ends or backs out of the backfield, and 
has been put on slot receivers in certain 
situations. He can rush from his line- 
backer spot, and will play rush end this 
season in nickel and dime packages. 

“It’s not just one thing,” said Ten- 


past two seasons. 

Spurrier learned during last year's 
quarterback problems that running the ball 
and playing defense isn’t too bad a situa- 
tion after all. The Gators won the last four 
games of the season with an offense 
based on the run. 

Fact is, they go together nicely. When 
a team is depending upon the defense, 
rather than just go play shoot 'em up, it’s 
not a bad idea to hold onto the ball for at 
least a little while sometimes to give the 
defensive guys a break. 

Not that Spurrier won't go for the 
quick strike and try to put the ball into the 
end zone as quickly and as often as possi- 
ble, but this offense will not resemble a 
vintage Spurrier attack — such as the 
1996 national championship team that 
featured the Heisman Trophy quarterback 
and two first-round wideouts. 

Although Florida lost star tailback Fred 
Taylor, senior Terry Jackson — who 
Spurrier calls one of the best all-around 
players in college football — returns from 


nessee coach Phil Fulmer. “He does so 
many little things. He’s always out 
there, and you're always trying to find 
a way to deal with him.” 

But it’s not just defense. Kearse is 
also one of Florida's top special teams 
players. In last year’s Citrus Bowl, he 
chased down a punt returner 40 yards 
from the line of scrimmage after lining 
up to block the punt. 

He saved a potential touchdown, 
then made a big tackle on fourth and 
goal from the one to stop the drive. 

“It just comes natural, | don’t know 
what it is,” Kearse said. “It’s God-given 
ability. Hopefully, | can do whatever | 
can to help us win.” 

Kearse is part of a stellar group of 
linebackers at Florida, including Butkus 
Award semifinalist Johnny Rutledge 
and Mike Peterson. All three will play 
in the NFL next year (should Kearse 
leave early), and will give Florida an 
intimidating presence this season. 

“Pete (Peterson) may be the best of 
all of us,” Kearse said, “He doesn’t get 
enough credit. IF | had to say something 
about me, Id say I’m a better player 
because of Pete and Johnny.” Q 


reconstructive knee surgery last season. 
Junior Eugene McCaslin, long seen as 
the future of the position, will back up 


O POSITION 

DICTATES SUCCESS 

AT FLORIDA MORE 
THAN THE QUARTERBACK. 


MORE TIMES THAN NOT, THE 
RIGHT PLAYER IN THE RIGHT 
SITUATION USUALLY TRANS- 
LATES TO CHAMPIONSHIPS. 


Jackson, and one of three freshman 
recruits (Earnest Graham, Chuck Marks or 
Robert Gillespie) will likely play, too. 

Now Jackson, who shared time at tail- 
back his first two seasons, will have the 


JEVON KEARSE IS 6-5, 260 POUNDS, 
AND HE HAS BEEN CLOCKED AT A SUB-4.5 40. 
HE PLAYS LINEBACKER AND RUSH END FOR 
THE FLORIDA GATORS, AND HIS LEGEND 
CONTINUES TO GROW WITH EACH SEASON. 

PHOTO BY JAY METZ 


spot to himself — much like Fred Taylor 
last season. 

“| feel as good or better than I ever 
have,” Jackson said. "As hard as it was sit- 
ting out last year, it’ll make it that much 
more special when I’m playing.” 

It was Jackson's absence last season 
that contributed in some way to Florida's 
midseason slump. After losing two SEC 
games in one season for the first time 
since 1992, Florida struggled on and off 
the field before putting it all together in 
the Florida State game. 

A team captain and stabilizing force in 
the locker room, Jackson will be called 
upon for support this season — especially 
if the quarterback situation becomes fur- 
ther complicated. 

“This position is obviously more visi- 
ble than most, but you can’t let that get to 
you,” Palmer said. “All 1 can do is go out 
and play the way Coach Spurrier has pre- 
pared me. If | can do that, I think we have 
a chance to have a great season.” 

— Matt Hayes 
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wo years ago, it seemed like noth- 

ing could go right for Jim Donnan. 

In his first season at Georgia, the 
Bulldogs limped to a 5-6 record, losing to 
lesser opponents Southern Mississippi, 
Kentucky and Ole Miss. It was an all-too- 
familiar sight for UGA fans, who had 


GEORGIA 


BULLDOGS 


also lured one of the SEC’s best recruiters. 
In January, Donnan hired former Ten- 
nessee coach Rodney Garner, who annu- 
ally helped the Vols raid Georgia of its top 
talent. It was just another blow in Don- 
nan’s growing feud with Tennessee coach 
Phillip Fulmer. The pair exchanged colorful 


ary but can’t formally join the team until 
August because of restrictions on his release 
from Georgia Tech, figures to be at the cen- 
ter of Donnan’s rebuilding. Georgia suffered 
some of the heaviest personnel losses in the 
SEC, losing 14 of 24 starters. The biggest 
holes are on offense, where the Bulldogs 


Bulldogs Hope to Build On Momentum From '97 


watched their program fall into the dumps 
of the Southeastern Conference under for- 
mer coach Ray Goff. 

Now, as Donnan is set to begin his 
third season at Georgia, he can seem to 
do no wrong after producing one of col- 
lege football’s biggest turnarounds last 
year, leading the Bulldogs to their first 10- 
victory season since 1992. 

In only his second season, Donnan 
delivered what Georgia fans had been 
hungering for years: the school’s first win 
in a major bowl since 1992; the first vic- 
tory in seven years over hated Florida; and 
a seventh-straight defeat of archrival 
Georgia Tech with a miraculous, come- 
from-behind win. 

A coach quickly labeled another Goff, 
or Goof, by Georgia's fickle fans is now 
being called the best thing in Athens since 
legendary coach Vince Dooley. 

While Goff, who led the Bulldogs to only 
a 46-34-1 record in seven seasons from 
1989-95, was never able to quite walk out 
of the shadow of Dooley, his former coach 
and mentor, Donnan has quickly put his own 
stamp on the program. 

Georgia’s success last season led to 
even greater rewards on the recruiting 
trail, as the Bulldogs signed arguably their 
best class in decades. After watching the 
Peach State’s top talent sign elsewhere in 
his first two seasons, Donnan closed Geor- 
gia’s borders this year. 

Not only did Donnan attract the 
South's top high school players, but he 


TAILBACK OLANDIS GARY IS A BRUISING, 
HARD-NOSED RUNNER. 
PHOTO BY PATRICK MURPHY-RACEY 
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words at midfield following the Vols’ 38- 
13 win over Georgia last season, with 
Donnan later accusing Fulmer of pouring 
on the points. 

Donnan has also added fire to what had 
been a deteriorating rivalry with Georgia 
Tech. After the Bulldogs stunned Georgia 
Tech with a game-winning touchdown with 
only eight seconds remaining, Donnan 
added salt to the Yellow Jackets’ wounds by 
luring former Parade All-America quarter- 
back Quincy Carter to Georgia. 

Carter had signed with Georgia Tech 
in 1996 before later opting for a profes- 
sional baseball contract with the Chicago 
Cubs. Last fall, Carter asked the NCAA to 
free him from his scholarship with Georgia 
Tech, and was later granted a release after 
a much-publicized battle. 

Carter, who enrolled at Georgia in Janu- 


at a glance 


must replace their terrific triumvirate of 
quarterback Mike Bobo, running back Robert 
Edwards and wideout Hines Ward. 

After a forgettable season in 1996, 
Bobo blossomed into the SEC's top-rated 
quarterback last season, throwing for 19 
touchdowns with only eight interceptions. 
Edwards finally overcame an injury-filled 
career and finished with 908 rushing yards 
and 12 touchdowns as a senior. The ver- 
satile Ward just missed the 1,000-yard 
career mark in passing, which would have 
made him the first player in NCAA history 
to finish with 1,000 yards each in passing, 
receiving and rushing. 

“There's going to be some restructur- 
ing because we lost so much of our 
offense,” Donnan said. “But we felt that 
when Edwards was out last year with 
injuries, we had some guys that stepped 


1997: 10-2 Overall; 6-2 SEC (Tie/2nd East) 

COACH: Jim Donnan — At Georgia: 15-8, 
2 years; Overall: 79-29, 8 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 0; 4 Offense, 
5 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 18 Olancis Gary, 
TB Patrick Pass, WR Tony Small, DE Anto- 
nio Cochran, NG Emarlos Leroy, LB 
Orantes Grant, CB Champ Bailey, 
FS Kirby Smart 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Georgia 
returns two of the best offensive tackles in 
the nation and two explosive running 
backs, and can build its defense around its 


best front in years and the league's best 
defensive back, Champ Bailey. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Bulldogs 
lost nearly all of their offensive skill people 
and will start the season with an inexperi- 
enced quarterback and wide receivers. 
The middle of the offensive line and nearly 
the entire linebacker corps will be new. 

OVERVIEW: Georgia probably has 
enough talent to return to its second- 
straight bowl game. The Bulldogs’ real 
success probably lies in the near future, 
however, when its loaded incoming fresh- 
man class makes a real impact. 
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Nane / Position HiGH ScHoot / Coulece 


Rodney “Boss” BAILEY LB 6-4, 220 Folkston Charlton County 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Super Southern 100 # All-Region 
# Missed much of senior season due to knee injury @ Had 143 career tackles, three quarterback sacks and 
four interceptions @ Had 1,079 career rushing yards and 23 touchdowns Had 1,243 career passing yards. 


Terreal BIERRIA DB 6-3, 205 Slidell, LA Salmen 
USA Today second-team All-American @ All-State All-District @ Four-year starter @ As a senior, had 111 
tackles, four quarterback sacks, two interceptions, hvo caused fumbles ah fs fumble recoveries. 


Cap BURNETT DB 62,210 College Park North Clayton 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 ¢ All-State # 
Region Defensive os of the Year Had 147 tackles, seven interceptions and three caused fumbles as a 
senior @ Had two kickoff-return touchdowns and one pass-reception touchdown. 


Terrence EDWARDS QB/ATH 6-2, 175 Tennille Washington Coun 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 All-State @ 
As a senior, completed 63 of 103 poss ai for 1,231 yards and 16 touchdowns @ Had 723 yards rush: 
ing and eight touchdowns # Had 63 tackles, four pass breakups and three interceptions. 


George FOSTER DE 6-6, 290 Macon Southeast 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ All-State # Team captain. 


Tony GILBERT LB 6-1, 225 Macon Ceniral 
All-State @ Two-time All‘Middle Georgia @ All-City @ Team captain # As a senior, had 105 tackles and Iwo 
interceptions # Member of basketball and track teams. 


Nate HYBL QB 64,215 Hazelhurst Jeff Davis 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ All-State @ 
Had 3,600 career passing yards and 38 touchdowns @ Played safety, punter and kicker # Made 102 of 107 
career extra points @ Had 39.6-yard punting average @ Three-time All-State in golf. 


David JACOBS DL 64,245 Ailanta Westlake 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ All-State @ Hod 130 tackles and 34 quarterback sacks as 
a senior @ Had 75 career q sacks. 


J.R. JENKINS WR 6-0, 185 Lake Butler, FL Union County 
SuperPrep rated No. 6 athlete nationally # Two-time All-Stote @ Helped team to 52 consecutive victories and 
state championships in 1994, 1995 and 1996 Member of basketball team. 


lan KNIGHT TE/DL 65, 250 Snellville Brookwood 
USA Today honorable mention All-American  Atfanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 ¢ All-State # 
As a senior, had five receptions for 60 yards and one touchdown. 


Ben LOWE OL 6-4, 275 The Rock ene 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ All-State @ Team captain @ Had 25 pancake blocks as a 
senior @ Had seven quarterback sacks @ No. 3 in state wrestling meet. 


Jessie MILLER LB 6-2, 225 Tennille Washington Coun! 

USA Today honorable mention All-American  Aifanta Journal-Consfitution Super Southem 100 All-State 
Three-year starter @ As a senior, had 1,668 yards rushing and 38 touchdowns @ Had 12 receptions for 174 
yards and four touchdowns, 


Hich Schoo / Couece 


Name / Position 


HOMETOWN 


Kawika MITCHELL LB 6-2, 240 Casselberry, FL Lake Howell 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ All-State @ All-Central Florida @ District Player of the Year 
@ Team captain @ Had 110 tackles, including 74 solo and nine for losses, three quarterback sacks, two 
blocked kicks and one defensive touchdown as a senior. 


Tyrone ROBERTSON DE 65, 295 Danville, VA George Washi 
USA Today second-team All-American @ All-State @ All-Region As a senior, had seven 
and 11 quarterback hurries @ Member of basketball and track teams. 


Jasper SANKS RB 6-2, 220 Columbus Carver 
USA Today All-American @ Parade All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Team 
Most Valvable Player @ Had 1,047 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns as a senior. 


Terin SMITH DE 64, 221 Folkston Charlton County 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Joural-Conslitution Super Southem 100 @ All-State # 
As a senior, had 52.5 tackles, hwo fumble recoveries and eight quarterback sacks @ Had 10 receptions for 
218 yards and four touchdowns @ Had 155 career tackles and school-record 20.5 quarterback sacks. 


Keith STEPHENS OL 6-3, 325 Columbus Shaw 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Aifanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 ¢ All-State # 
Two-time All-Cily # Team captain @ Three-year storter, 


Jon STINCHCOMB OL 6-6, 260 Lilbum Parkview 

Parade All-American # USA Today All-American @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Super Southem 100 ¢ All- 
aati si Festive ist teres mca coe seta sea yeas ® 
Lettered in I 


Regan TORBERT QB 6:4, 205 Fort Volley Peach County 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Aifanta Journal-Constitution Super Souther 100 ¢ All-State # 
All-Region @ All-City @ Had 1,100 yards passing and six touchdowns as a senior # Had 700 yards rushing 
and 11 touchdowns @ Member of basketball team. 


6-2, 295 Cedartown Cedartown 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ All-State # 
Thepe ie AR Aes Toa cap. @ 5 ene 1 Rte i sere et put 
fer for track team. 


k sacks 


Tim WANSLEY DB 5-10, 175 Buford 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ All-State # 
Team captain @ Four-year starter at quarterback # Completed 208 of 396 career pass attempts for 3,687 
yards and 44 touchdowns @ Had 198 career rushing attempts for 1,447 yards and 32 bacheoeee @ Hod 
990 career retum yards and five touchdowns Had 12 career interceptions on defense. 


William WITHERSPOON LB 6-2, 215 Panama City, FL Rutherford 

USA Today honorable mention AllAmerican ond Florida Player of the Yeor Atlanta Joumal-Constitution 
Super 100 @ Orlando Sentinel All-South @ All-State @ Had 112 tackles, three interceptions and three 
quarterback sacks as a senior # Had 111 receptions for 260 yards and six touchdowns. 


Chad YOUNG DL 6-6, 270 Cohutta Northwest Whitfield 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 ¢ All-State # 
Twortime All-Area @ Member of basketball team. 


AWLOOKATTHE BULLDOGS 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS. 


SCHEDULE 


(10-2, 6-2) Le SP ASSING ZT Sept. 5 Kent State 
cf NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct = 
38 — Arkansas State Bobo 306 1992751 650 19 8 Sept. 12 at South Carolina 
= ae PE : Usry 7 Te eee = >= a 
3 South Carolina 415 icine Sept. 19 Wyoming 
2 42 - Northeast Lovisiana 3 NAME No Yarpvs AvG lc 1D Oct. 3 at LSU 
47 __ Mississippi State 0) Edwards 165,906) *5.5 80) 12 ae 
: : Gary 66 $30) ES Be oan 7 Oct. 10 Tennessee 
13 Tennessee 38 Pass 64 ie eave a : 
- - — - - Ward 30 223 7.4 63 0 irae AVE ilt 
34 Vanderbilt 13 R Get = eh 
te ee es 7 __ RECEIVING 
23 Kentucky 13 No Yarps — AvG Oct. 24 _ at Kentucky ae 
a= cf a - 17 Ward 55 ZS 8 13.0 62 6 ida* 
37 Florida ent Ay Allen a Oct. 31 at Florida j 
34 — Auburn 45 al 26 ae SE + Nov. 14. — at Auburn 
21 _ Mississippi 14 Noy. 21 Mississippi 
iw Ss lice ae Noy. 28 Georgia Tech 
CUTESACKS BOW) [ec e ca =——.. 
33 Wisconsin 6 Tacktes For Loss: Bright 7; Cochran 6; Byrd 5; Grant 5. “Jacksonville, FL _| 
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In the 
game of life, 
dont get caught 
by surprise. 


If you're going to tackle life's challenges and opportunities head on, you need to be prepared. 
Suntrust can help you get ready. We make it our goal to provide flexible and convenient solutions 
to meet your changing needs. We offer day-to-day services such as checking accounts and credit 
cards, as well as long-term necessities like mortgages, home equity lines, and retirement planning. 


So don't let the future catch you off-guard. Go with SunTrust, and be ready for life. 


SUNTRUST 


Be Ready For Life 


www.suntrust.com 


Oj Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC./©1998 Sun'Trust is a registered service mark belonging exclusively to SunTrust Banks, Inc. 


SENIOR KIRBY SMART, SECOND IN THE SEC IN INTERCEPTIONS A YEAR 
AGO WITH SEVEN, RETURNS AT FREE SAFETY. 
PHOTO BY DENNIS HUBBARD 


up. We'll probably add some option to our offense to adapt to 
the guys that we've got coming back. We might use more two 
tight-end sets since we have a pair of good ones. It might also 
mean less one-back sets since we have two solid players at run- 
ning back.” 

The Bulldogs’ inexperience is nowhere more evident than at 
quarterback. Georgia hasn't faced a more clouded situation in the 
backfield since 1991, when record-setting freshman Eric Zeier 
enrolled early and challenged incumbents Greg Talley and Pre- 
ston Jones for the starting job. Zeier eventually won the role, and 
many insiders are predicting that Carter will do the same. 

Carter's main competitors will be junior Jon England and 
sophomore Mike Usry, who combined to throw only 12 passes in 
mop-up duty a year ago. England has made major strides, but 
lacks the arm strength of most SEC-caliber starters. Usry looked to 
be Georgia's star-in-waiting two years ago, but his confidence 
and performance has digressed. Redshirt freshman Daniel Cobb 
could also be a major factor if he recovers from offseason surgery 
to relieve a blood clot in his throwing shoulder. 

That leaves Carter, the most intriguing prospect who hasn't 
played football competitively in two years. Carter was Georgia's high 
school player of the year in 1995 and has athleticism similar to for- 
mer Oklahoma quarterbacks Jamelle Holieway and Charles Thomp- 
son, who both flourished in the Sooners offense in the mid- 1980s, 
when Donnan served as Barry Switzer's offensive coordinator. 

“We'll need to adapt to what our quarterback can do a little 
more than we have the past two years,” Donnan said. “We feel 
pretty good about the supporting cast, though. Mike Bobo 
proved last year that you can win if you don't make mistakes.” 

Still, Georgia will have plenty of gaps to fill in its supporting 
cast. For two years, Donnan has essentially placed his running 
game's fortunes on the shoulders of former Parade All-America 
tailback Jasper Sanks. Sanks, regarded by most recruiting services 
as the nation’s No. 1 running-back prospect in 1997, signed with 


Georgia last year but didn’t qualify academically. He enrolled at 
Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy and the Bulldogs were holding 
their collective breath. Sanks' status isn't expected to be known 
until mid-summer. 

Without Edwards, Georgia will look to Marshall transfer Olan- 
dis Gary and junior Patrick Pass. Gary ably filled in for the oft- 
injured Edwards last season, finishing with 381 yards and seven 
touchdowns on 66 carries. Gary is a bruising, hard-nosed runner, 
but it remains to be seen whether he’s an every-down back. Pass 
must overcome a disappointing sophomore slump, but probably 
has the athleticism and talent to become an explosive player. 

“We feel good about our backs, as far as the quality,” Donnan 
said. “We don’t have a lot of depth there, but Pass and Gary have 
both played well in the games. Quarterback is certainly going to 
be a key, but we’ve got a good offensive line and two great tight 
ends. We should be able to run the ball very effectively.” 

The Bulldogs’ problems at wide receiver don’t appear to be 
as pressing. Senior Tony Small appears poised for a breakthrough 
year, and sophomore Michael Greer has perhaps the best hands 
on the squad. Redshirt freshman Jermaine Phillips could be Geor- 
gia's next star, and converted quarterback LaBrone Mitchell is 
one of the team’s best athletes. Tight ends Larry Brown and Jer- 
maine Wiggins, who both could be All-SEC candidates, will help 
ease the burden on the receiving corps. 

The offensive line has two of the best tackles in the country in 
seniors Matt Stinchcomb and Chris Terry. The Bulldogs will need 
strong seasons from both because offensive line coach Chris 
Scelfo must completely rebuild his interior unit. Junior Miles 
Luckie and redshirt freshman Brady Pate should challenge to 
replace underrated center Brad Stafford. Junior Steve Herndon 
should inherit the left guard spot, with versatile sophomore Jonas 
Jennings at right guard. 

Donnan has quickly built his reputation on offense, with last 
year’s unit finishing third in the SEC and 14th nationally in total 
offense. It was Georgia's defense that probably kept the Bulldogs 
out of the SEC Championship game and a possible spot in last 
year's Bowl Alliance. In its losses to Tennessee and Auburn, Geor- 
gia surrendered an average of 515.5 total yards and 41.5 points. 

There was some speculation that defensive coordinator Joe 
Kines wouldn't return for a fourth season at Georgia. Kines has 
been criticized for his “bend-but-don't-break” mentality, but, in 
his defense, Georgia hasn't exactly had the talent on defense to 
stop high-powered offenses. However, Donnan did shake up his 
defensive staff after the hiring of Garner, who will coach the 
defensive line. 

Secondary coach Greg Williams moved to wide receivers, 
and linebackers coach Mickey Matthews switched to the sec- 
ondary. Defensive ends coach Brad Lambert moved to lineback- 
ers, and George Edwards, last year’s defensive line coach, left 
Georgia for a position with the Dallas Cowboys. Donnan then 
hired former Georgia Tech offensive coordinator Pat Watson to fill 
Edwards’ spot. 

There should be more pressure on Kines to produce an effec- 
tive unit because of the Bulldogs’ depth in the trenches. Georgia 
is expecting big things from nose guard Emarlos Leroy and rush 
end Antonio Cochran, who adapted to the SEC last year after 
transferring from junior college. Much-improved junior Brandon 
Miller returns at defensive end, and senior Paul Snellings and 
promising sophomore Marcus Stroud should contend for the 
other defensive end position. 

Where the cupboard is bare is at linebacker, where Kines must 
replace his top two players, departed seniors Greg Bright and Bran- 
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Recruiting 
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- Comprehensive profiles of the top a hE Bi oe Rag i 
50 recruiting classes and rankings v) Xes, Sign me up! to Tom Lemming's PEP Football Report. ; 


: Name 
wee Address 
City/State/Zip 


_ of the nation’s top players 


3 Newsletters (Oct., Nov. & Dec.) 
Latest information on the top 500 

players. Late Commitments—Rising 
Players & Stats—Leanings & Visits. 


B | SUBSCRIBE AND ENJOY! | 
Scidimibary, IL 60159 


THE NUMBER ONE PREP FOOTBALL AUTHORITY IN THE COUNTRY | 


No. 


Pos, 


Cuss Hr. 


Wr. Hometown 


Pos. Ciass 


Hr. Wt. 


HOMETOWN 


49 BrceAdine — (BoFr G4 230 Anta B So 60 230 Stone Mountain 

30 RobetAmad = Bk $11 200 Morow 59 Milesluckie C So. &1 278 Stone Mountain 

‘BI Welker ice SS 6 0193. Decor 98 JoshMalod Bf 63 282 Sovonmch 
Jererich eal ——RB_Se—5-11 170 Socramenio,CA I LonyMam FS So 6-2 200 Alona 

“4 Champ Bikey Bk G1 186 Falston 88. Curt McGil IB fr 64 243 Snebille 

25 RonnieBradey RB Sr 59 217 Albeny 86 RondyMcMichoel TE fr 63 217 FortValley 

87 LoryBrown TE. Sr_-—«65. 260 Decohr 51 Brandon Mille DL So 63 280 Greensboro 

20 NickCollowoy RB. F-51019 Washinglon ‘9 ‘Bret Milicon = RB sr «60190 Libum 

17 God Chambers SS Jr 61 200 College Pork 12 loBrone Michel FUK Fr 61196 Mariela 

38 Antonio Cochron BS 64 275. Montezuma 7 Travis Paine DL Fr 64 250 Auguia 

1. Denial Cobb GB Fr 65 220 Mariella 83 Thaddeus Parker SE So 59 156 Alonio 

10 Quentin Davis B_«So. S11. 181 Forsyth 6 PotrickPoss RBs «S11 209 Tucker 

8 Jon Englond Bok 62 199 Dobih 5 Jermaine Phillips FIK So 62 195 Roswell 

71 Demeticfvons NG So 64 20 Haynewile,\A 99 BrodRegiser OL So 65 266 Rosell 

43 RyonFlemming 1B F< 2 224 PanomaCiy,FL 33 Richard Robich Jk. IB Sr | 6:4 254 Brondenton, FL 

7 Glenn Ford “® Se 59 180 Columbus 2% CoryRobinson CB So. SI 185. Tucker 

2 ObndisGay RBS 511216 Weshingon,DC 93 Richard Seymour DL So 66 286 Godkden, $C 

(37, Advion Goodman 1B Sr 61 204 Jockon = 7A. Brace ils OL So 63 255 Rome 

58 OronlesGront 1B So 62 200 Alona 9 Tony Small SE Se 62 215 Jocksomil, FL 

13 sefHovis Bk G1 215 Jocksomile, FL 16 KibySmot FS. «Sr 5:10. 183. Boinbridge 

29 Doug Hene IBook 60 217 Alpharetia 9 PoulSnelings DL i 64 277 LaGrange 

73 Steven Herndon OL. Jr. 65. 295. LaGrange 65 BrodStoflord =—»sOL- «Sr 63. 283. Georgetown, SC 

“Al HopHines = PK ok «58 179 Marieta 63 Reginald Storgil OL So 62 285 loGronge 

27 ChodHollemon Kr S11 178 Moria 79 Mathew Sinchomb OL Sr 6 285. libum 

“Ad Action Holingshed 1B So 63 227 Fort Valley 97 MorcusSroud DL So 66 298 Quitman 

95. Marcus Hunter DL Sr 6&1 269 Daphne, AL 60 Bronson Sweat OL fr 6-2 276 Sopchoppy, FL 

75 Jonas ennings OL Fr_6-4 286 College Pork 81 ChodTolion SE So. 63.209 Rockmart 

48 Jevoris Johnson TE RS; 64 248 Reece Al 70 Chris Terry Q & 65 280 “Joksonvlle, FL 

69 RandallKendrick OL Fr 66 270 Clinton, TN 90 VesliosTrovos DL dk 63 304 Longwood, FL 

‘57 joshwoKer Csr «63.242 Chinon, IN 15 Mike Uy QB So. GA 213. Tolchassee, FL 

68 SehKirkond OL Fr 67 287. Morfinez 89 Jemaine Wiggins TE Sr 62 260 East Boson, MA 

72 Clntlorkin OL Fr 63 300 Goinesile 35 Dove Wilioms RB Sr 511 214 Friendswood, TX 

94 Emaroslery NG i 62 315. Abony 61 KehinWilioms OL Sr 65 295 Wellsboro, SC 

74 leremylewis SN So. 63228 Morrow 77 MatWison Cr 62252 Goineslle 

84 Anhonylonon DL dk 64 251 Syhoria se 

50 Dusinluckie IB Jr 61.225. Stone Mountain _Rosler ond depth chart subject o chonge. a 


1998 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Quincy Carter, Fr or Jon England, Jr 


Brandon Miller, Jr/Richard Seymour, So 


RB Olandis Gary, $r*/Ronnie Bradley, Sr DT _Paul Snellings, Sr*/Marcus Stroud, So 
RB Patrick Pass, Jr/Nick Callaway, Fr = NG Emarlos Leroy, Sr/Demetric Evans, So E 
FL Michael Greer, So/Jermaine Phillips, So RE Antonio Cochran, Sr*/Rich Robich, Sr 
SE Tony Small, Sr/LaBrone Mitchell, Fr OLB Dustin Luckie, Jr/Curt McGill, Fr = 
TE _ Larry Brown, Sr*/Jermaine Wiggins, Sr ILB- Adrian Hollingshed, So/Mike Luckie, Jr 
‘tT Matt Stinchcomb, Sr*/Kelvin Williams, Jr — OB —Orantes Grant, Jr*/Bruce Adrine, Fr a 
LG Steve Herndon, Jr/Brad Register, So CB Champ Bailey, Je*/Quentin Davis, Jr 
C Miles Luckie, Jr/ Brady Pate, So = CB Glenn Ford, Sr/Cory Robinson, So 
RG Jonas Jennings, So/' Reggie Stargill, So. $S Earl Chambers, Jr/Walker Atrice, Jr 
RT Chris Terry, Sr*/Clint Larkin, Fr FS Kirby Smart, Sr*/Larry Mann, Jr = 
PK Hap Hines, Jr*/Chad Holleman, Jr > P Jon England, Jr/Wynn Kopp, Fr 
————— 


"SPRING UPDATE 


hen spring practice closed, Geor- 
We: quarterback race remained as 

clouded as when drills opened. 
Junior Jon England and sophomore 
Michael Usry shared time with the first- 
team offense, although England pulled 
ahead in the final two weeks. Neither Eng- 
land nor Usry, however, appeared ready to 
replace two-year starter Mike Bobo. 

That leaves freshman Quincy Carter, 
the most intriguing candidate who remained 
on the sidelines following a two-year hiatus 
from competitive football. Carter, who orig- 
inally signed with rival Georgia Tech in 
1996 before opting for a professional base- 
ball contract with the Chicago Cubs, wasn’t 
allowed to participate in spring practice 
because of restrictions on his release from 
the scholarship he signed with the Yellow 
Jackets. Carter is probably the most 
talented of all the candidates, so Bulldogs 
coach Jim Donnan may rest his offensive 
fortunes on the 20-year-old former Parade 
All-American. 

Another freshman quarterback, Nate 
Hbyl, enrolled in school early and displayed 
a strong arm. Redshirt freshman Daniel 
Cobb missed all of the spring with circula- 
tion problems in his right shoulder. Cobb 
underwent surgery in February to remove a 
rib, but clotting continued after the proce- 
dure. Georgia is planning to play without 
him this fall. 

* Offensive guard Reggie Staraill tore 
an ACL early in spring practice and under- 
went surgery right away. Stargill was 
expected to compete for the starting right 
guard position and could be ready for the 
fall. Sophomore Jonas Jennings inherited 
the right guard spot, but he could be moved 
to center if Stargill returns at full strength. 
Sophomore running back Brett Millican also 
tore an ACL and his status for the fall is in 
doubt. Millican was expected to provide 
depth to a relatively thin backfield, which 
also lost promising senior Ronnie Bradley 
to a hamstring pull for most of the spring. 

* Senior cornerback Glenn Ford 
retumed to the team after off-the-field legal 
problems, which led to his suspension for 
last season's Outback Bowl. Ford battled 
much-improved sophomore Cory Robinson 
at right cornerback following the academic 
suspension of projected starter Jeff Harris. 
Harris could return this fall, but he’ll have a 
tough time catching up. Junior Robert 
Arnaud moved from strong safety to run- 
ning back, where he played as a true 
freshman. 

— Mark Schlabach 
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More Double Duty Ahead For Champ 


laine Bailey of Folkston, Ga., 
F realized her sons were blessed 

with God-given athleticism when 
they were very young. That’s why her 
younger boys earned the nicknames 
“Champ” and “Boss.” 

Roland “Champ” Bailey, a 6-1, 
174-pound junior, has been a staple 
in the University of Georgia’s sec- 
ondary since he arrived on campus in 
1996. After earning All-SEC freshman 
honors two years ago, Bailey blos- 
somed into one of the nation’s best 
defensive backs last season, finishing 
with 48 tackles, three interceptions and 
10 pass breakups. 

But Champ wasn’t the only Bailey 
in the Bulldogs’ last line of defense. His 
older brother, Ronald, was a senior 
starting at right cornerback last season. 

While Ronald graduated this spring 
and left the Georgia program, 
Champ’s younger brother, linebacker 
Rodney “Boss” Bailey, is expected to 
contend for playing time as a true 
freshman with the Bulldogs this season. 

“No, I’m not the one,” Champ said. 
“You should see my little brother. He’s 
the one to watch.” 

Georgia fans have been watching 


don Tolbert. Junior Orantes Grant was 
Georgia's second-leading tackler a year 
ago and is a staple on the outside. Sopho- 
more Adrian Hollingshed is the leading 
candidate in the middle, and junior Dustin 
Luckie is the likely choice at the other out- 
side spot. Donnan says he will look to a 
promising group of incoming freshmen for 
help at linebacker. 

The secondary is anchored by one of 
the best in the country, junior cornerback 
Champ Bailey. Senior Glenn Ford returns 
from a one-game suspension last season, 
and could be pushed by juniors Quentin 
Davis and Jeff Harris. Juniors Earl Cham- 
bers and Robert Arnaud will battle at 
strong safety, and senior Kirby Smart, sec- 
ond in the SEC in interceptions a year ago 
with seven, returns at free safety. 

Donnan has privately said that his 
kicking game prevented the Bulldogs 
from challenging Tennessee for the SEC's 
Eastern Division title. Much of the blame 
fell on junior placekicker Hap Hines, who 


1998 


Champ in awe for much of the past two 


seasons. He’s already being described 
as the Bulldogs’ best defensive back 
since two-time All-American Terry 
Hoage in the early 1980s. 

Champ’s talents aren’t limited to 
defense, either. He became the first 
Georgia player in nearly four decades 
to start on both sides of the ball in the 
Bulldogs’ 34-13 win over Vanderbilt 
last season, when he started at corner- 
back and wide receiver. 

For the season, Champ had 12 
catches for 234 yards, including two 
clutch receptions in the final minutes 
that set up Georgia’s game-winning 
touchdown in its 27-24 win over 
archrival Georgia Tech in the regular- 
season finale. He also finished eighth 
in the SEC in kickoff returns with a 
22.7-yard average on 11 returns. 

“Champ’s going to have a more 
significant role on offense this year,” 
Bulldogs coach Jim Donnan said. “I'd 
look for him to play half the time on 
offense. He’s the best pure athlete I’ve 
ever coached. | think he’s a legitimate 
Heisman Trophy candidate. He’s got a 
chance to be the best player in college 
football.” Q 


was benched for three games last season. 
But Georgia’s lack of protection was actu- 
ally much of the problem. The Bulldogs 


AST YEAR’S SUCCESS 

AND THE BOUNTIFUL 

RECRUITING CLASS 
HAS RAISED EXPECTATIONS FOR 


GEORGIA, WHICH LOOKS TO BE 
INEXPERIENCED WITH A 
TOUGHER SCHEDULE, THAT 
INCLUDES ROAD DATES AT LSU, 
FLORIDA AND AUBURN. 


must also replace four-year punter Dax 

Langley. Donnan is looking at England and 

walk-on Wynn Kopp to fill Langley’s role. 
Depth is a concern on both sides of 


ROLAND “CHAMP” BAILEY, A 6-1, 
174-POUND JUNIOR, HAS BEEN A STAPLE 
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA‘S 
SECONDARY SINCE HE ARRIVED ON 
CAMPUS IN 1996. 

PHOTO BY DENNIS HUBBARD 


the ball, and it could be a problem in the 
future, too, with scholarship limitations for 
the next two years because of NCAA pro- 
bation for violations committed during 
Goff’s regime. 

But Donnan says he isn’t looking for 
excuses. Last year’s success and the 
bountiful recruiting class has raised expec- 
tations for Georgia, which looks to be 
inexperienced with a tougher schedule, 
that includes road dates at LSU, Florida 
and Auburn. 

“| think everyone is always going to 
expect us to be good, and | do too,” Don- 
nan said. “We're going to have to win 
some close games that a young team 
needs to win to be successful. This recruit- 
ing class isn't going to make the differ- 
ence in us winning next year like we need 
to. But down the road, if we can put 
together two or three like this, it might 
help us meet those expectations.” 

Is that soon enough? 

— Mark Schlabach 
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n offense, the records fell fast 
and furious. 
Hal Mumme'’s delightful debut 


as Kentucky’s head football coach was 

similar to opening a faucet from whence 
yards, points and fun did flow. Fifty-one 
school records and 15 conference marks 


KENTUCKY 


* WILDCATS 


28 on LSU, the Tigers roared to 63. When 
the Cats scored 31 on Tennessee, Peyton 
Manning and the Vols threw up 59. 

“We want to get better defensively,” 
says the 46-year-old Mumme, entering 
his second year since replacing Bill Curry. 
“That's pretty obvious.” 


nation) in pass offense, second in the con- 
ference (and sixth in the nation) in total 
offense, and third in the SEC in scoring 
offense, the defense couldn't find the off 
switch. It finished last in the league in 
total defense (392.27); last in rushing 
defense (170.8); last in pass efficiency 


Mummeball Flies High in the Bluegrass 


did UK’s new “Air Raid” offense break. 
With Mumme's personal favorite, Jimmy 
Buffett, playing over the stadium P.A. sys- 
tem, and the offensive-minded former 
Valdosta State mentor calling the plays, 
quarterback Tim Couch thrust himself into 
Heisman contention; running back 
Anthony White combined for 1,176 yards 
rushing and receiving; and wide receiver 
Craig Yeast caught a school-record 73 
passes, 10 of them for touchdowns. 

“We feel like we have one of the best 
offenses in the country,” says Couch. 

On defense, however, it was Kentucky's 
opponents that were fast and furious. 

When the Cats scored 28 points on 
Florida, their highest point total against 
the Gators since 1989, Steve Spurrier’s 
squad put up 55. When the Cats scored 


n Eas 
ntucky: 5-6, 


. i eberiebace esis ais of ant 
returning starters, buoy the offensive line. 
Craig Yeast is an AILSEC type receiver. And 
Derek Homer came into his own at the 
end of his true freshman s season. 
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Indeed, in the midst of an upbeat 5-6 
season that generated more interest, 
good will and ticket sales (a record 
59,110 in average home attendance) than 
probably even athletic director C.M. New- 
ton envisioned when he plucked Mumme 
from the Division II ranks, the Cats’ thin 
and slow-footed defense kept them from 
playing on into the postseason. 

Or did it? “Most of what people write 
about is what we did offensively,” says 
Mumme. “But given the same talent level 
to work with, I'm not sure we could’ve 
done as good on offense as they did on 
defense.” 

True, defensive boss Mike Major did 
the best he could with a grab-bag group. 
Yet while the UK offense was winging its 
way to first in the SEC (and second in the 


“should be deer be Sr and fa faster tha ks: 


stion n mark. 

M= Coming off another national 
% — in basketball, jopes are high for foot: 
ball in the Bluegrass, as well. Year One of 
Mummeball produced record numbers in 
yards and attendance. Year Two sees a 
more ‘manageable 5 schedule, and a possi- — 
ble shot at a bowl bid. 


defense (140.6) and last in scoring 
defense (32.9). 

“We just didn’t have the speed and 
the depth,” says Major, a Larry Lacewell 
disciple, who says he'll take speed over 
size every time. “Our kids did the best 
they could. They played hard, and that’s 
all that we could ask for.” 

To correct the deficiencies, Mumme 
and recruiting coordinator Claude Bassett 
emphasized defense, the Cats signing 19 
defensive players — compared to 12 on 
offense — including USA Today's National 
Defensive Player of the Year in 6-7, 256- 
pound Dennis Johnson. 

“I'm ecstatic,” says Major of the haul. 
“We addressed the issue of speed. We 
addressed the issue of size with the 
height factor. But mainly we got guys 
who can run.” 

Just five starters return from a year 
ago, led by tackles Marvin Major and 
Mark Jacobs, linebackers Jeff Snedegar and 
Lee Wesley and free safety Willie Gary, 
who started all 11 games as a true fresh- 
man last year. 

Snedegar, a junior, may be the best of 
the bunch. The gritty 6-2, 225-pound con- 
verted quarterback performed the major- 
ity of the campaign with a torn rotator 
cuff, yet led his team in tackles with 97. 
Snedegar recorded three sacks, two inter- 
ceptions and four pass deflections. He'll 
move from an outside post to the middle, 
replacing the graduated Bob Holmberg. 

KENTUCKY NATIVE TIM COUCH LAUNCHED 
INTO HEISMAN CONTENTION 
(A NINTH-PLACE FINISH IN THE VOTING) 
BY THROWING FOR 3,884 YARDS AND 


37 TOUCHDOWNS LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY JOHN GRIESHOP 
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Name / Position Size HomETOWN Hick ScHoot / CourcE Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 
Dougie ALLEN WR 5-10, 162 Lexington Dunbar Morris LANE DB 6-2, 200 Valdosta, GA Lowndes 
Two-year starter @ As a senior, had 57 receptions for 1,070 yards and 12 touchdowns # Hod 108 career Honorable mention All-State Had 40 tackles, seven interceptions, three caused fumbles, one fumble recovery 
receptions for 1,975 yards and 30 touchdowns # Returned four punts for touchdowns. | ond five posses broken up as a senior @ Three-year letterman in track # Honor roll 
heey lea emmar they Hach arpa reo ee Pe ba a Pig Ree a DE ay for 768 yords ond 
District # i starter @ Had 24 receptions for 356 sa senior. Two-time All-State @ feam As a senior, had 50 receptions for 768 six 
x toudelouns @ Hod 6D scope or | Oo yao and 15 touchdowns as a junior. 
Bobby BLIZZARD TE 6-7, 240 Hampton, VA Hampton ; 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State Three-time All-District. Dayton MICKENS LB 6-2, 205 Copperas Cove, 
All-Area @ All-District @ As a senior, had 86 tackles, raaconees be sacks and age: sy fale 
Matt BURKE OL 75 Schaumburg, IL Schaumburg 
USA Tock horereblé na eu Ab wen WARGuase Thee fear thats © Rumen en hts: Artose PINNER RB Hopkinsville Hopkinsvill 
USA Today honorable TEES iieer outs com aciecrince eters ake 
Chris DEMAREE DE 6-4, 220 Louisville 
Second-team All-State @ Two-time All-District # Hod 181 tackles, including 22 be fos five quarterback Ronnie RILEY LB 6-2, 206 San Antonio, TX Judson 
sacks, three caused fumbles and one safety as a senior. Honorable mention All-State @ All-District @ As a senior, had 161 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks, four passes 
broken up, three caused fumbles and three fumble recoveries @ Three-year letterman in track. 
Tramaine GAINES OL 6-4, 290 Lake Mary, FL peitey 
Tair ALD ei ilvee-yog oko Sverfy oko Eick as Lara John ROBINSON DT Old Washington, OH Buckeye Trail 


Honbedie nenion A Sie Fel ds 7.5 quarterback sacks and two fumble recoveries as a senior. 


Edgar GANTT WR 63, 200 West Hampton, NJ Rancocas Valley 
Two-year starter @ Team coplain @ As a senior, had eight receptions for 220 yards and three touchdowns. | Matt SCHNEIDER LB 6-3, 215 Cincinnati, OH Moeller 
Honorable mention All-State @ Had 112 career tackles, including 23 for losses, seven quarterback sacks, four 
Kevin GREGORY DE John Abbott College interceptions, two blocked punts, five caused fumbles ond three fumble recoveries @ Three-year letterman, 
He Bayon dokdive lucha Magus Poplars ateciehaele bape: 
Kendrick SHANKUN WR 5-9, 170. Baton LA 
Richard HARDIN DE 6-6, 240 ville Mole All-State @ As a senior, ha 1.379 yrds ring ond 19 ss iliomsees be Biyaberd 
All-State All-District # Had 80 tackles, including 11 eto and four quarterback sacks as a senior. one touchdown Averaged 16 yards per punt retum @ Had 34 tackles and two interceptions. 
Chase HARP QB 63,210 Domille Domille Moned SNEED DB 61, 185 Elysian Fields, TX Elysian Fields 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State Two-year starler at quarterback and free safety. | All-State @ Hod 56 tackles and five interceptions, including one retumed for touchdown as a senior @ Had 16 
} receptions for 409 yards and seven touchdowns @ Averaged 21 yords per punt retum @ Honor roll. 
Vincent HARRISON DB 5-11, 185 Cincinnati, OH 
ADUGELS Terje rian cl secretes k oc tio efitonastbcsk Comal 143 of 292 passes | | Teal TARKS 08 6-0, 185 Mayfield Mayfield 
for 2,007 yards and 15 touchdowns in two years @ Had 1,146 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns. USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ As a senior, had four 
| inlerceptions # Had 897 yards rushing and eight touchdowns @ Had 25 receptions for 591 yards. 
David JOHNSON DB 6-0, 185 Virginia Beach, VA Princess Anne 
Twortime team Most Valuable Player Had 100 fackles and seven interceptions, including three retumed for Anthony WAJDA DB 6-4, 185 Louisville Trinity 
touchdowns, as a senior # Had 1,000 yards rushing and 11 fouchdowns @ Hod 15 receptions for 200 yards. USA Today honorable mention All-American # All-State @ All-County @ Three-year letterman in track. 
Dennis JOHNSON DE/LB 6-7, 256 Harrodsburg Richmond, V/ 
Peck Ad sresiou ¥ Spite Meck ed orl ie Meni # URAL de hac Selec ARR aba tena aise 13 tats for ss, 1 et oc, 13 posses 
Fe Voce. 6 oersc Iocpancd Tsp cl Fx 9 Sei Sg ren © ee het bah ees eae broken up and fe recoveries as a senior @ Member of basketball fea, 
as sec 
os | Pat WELLS DE 63, 250 Frankfort Western Hil 
Martez JOHNSON RB 5-10, 175 Detroit, Ml DePorres Third-team All-State @ County Player of the Year @ Had 351 career tackles @ As a senior, had 145 tackles, one 
Rated No. 1 running back in Michigan by Detroit News @ All-State @ Honor roll. snare kent ten- hidden ] 
Anthony KELLY DB 5-11, 183 Campbellton, FL Graceville Jamal WHITE 3,215 
Tworime AllStle # Four starter on offense and defense @ As a senior, rushed 135 times for 836 yards | Saund eon ANS @ AR Cokes tial Poetic Soke joke bee as ei Seen ae 
and 15 touchdowns @ Had 4d tocles ond tree inlerospfions @ Four-year lelerman in bskeboll ar baschal.| | three fumble recoveries, one caused fumble and one blocked kick os a senior @ Honor a 


AWOOGKATMTHEWILDGATS 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(5-6, 2-6) eee oe PASSING Sept. 5 at Lovisville 
= -_ £ — NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
38 Louisville 24 Couch «497-328-3408 66.0 35 16 Sept. 12 — Eastern Kentucky — 
— ——— Bonner 14 10 114 71.4 #0 0 = Ss — 
27 Mississippi State 35 RUSHING : Sept. 19 Indiana — 
A9 tncienncl 7 NAME No Yaros AvG lc TD Sept. 26 at Florida 
= White, A. 124 7155.8 Al = 
28 Florida 55. | Homer _ 70 365 5.2 31 1 Ock, 3 at Anes | 
ey —— Grant 2] 1075.1 TAO it vs 
40 Alabama (OT) 34 | Simon 3 103.3 5 0 Oct. 10 South Carolina 
ae ae RECEIVING ——— 
24 South Carolina 38 Vass ZAG: Oct. 17. — at LSU - ; 
ae Yeast 69 787 ede eas 0 . 
49 Northeast Louisiana _ 14 Wack 52 a a Oct. 24 Georgia ss 
. | Coleman 2 594 119 ~+~«33 : eee. 
ee Georgia 23 Mickelsen A977 22 SO Noe? Mississip pi State — 
28 ~=LSU 63 DESENE LEADERS Nov. 14. Vanderbilt 
a TACKLES: Snedegar 82; Wesley 82; Gary 78; Martin 77. = 
21 Vanderbilt 10 emabeciat Nam S Sradag Nov. 21 at Tennessee ' 
31 Tene 59 QB Sacks: Ali 7; Jones 6; Stewart 4; Snedegar 2. _ = *Little Rock AR 


TackLes For Loss: Snedegar 10; Holmberg 10; Wesley 9 


124 Linpy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 


“If we can find a bunch of other guys who can play like him,” 
says Mumme of Snedegar, “we'll be alright.” 

Wesley, a junior, returns at his outside spot. The other out- 
side position could go to the rookie Johnson, or Marlon McCree, 
a converted defensive back with decent speed. 

Major and Jacobs, both seniors, anchor a four-man defensive 
front. Juniors Gordon Crowe and George Massey provide depth. 
But Major must replace veteran ends Lamont Smith and Bamidele 
Ali, the latter of which led the team in sacks with seven. Robert 
Jones, a transfer from West Georgia who played well last season, 
should be one starter. Matt Layow, a 238-pound converted 
tackle, has the inside track at the other end spot. 

Tony Woods, a starter last season at corner, was dismissed 
from the team after some off-the-field problems, leaving Gary as 
the lone returning secondary starter. But corners Eric Kelly and 
Jeremy Bowie both gained experience last season, and should be 
better. More difficult will be replacing strong safety and leader 
Tremayne Martin. Kenneth Grant, a sophomore who played run- 
ning back as a true freshman last season, could get first shot. Jeff 
Zurcher, a Rhodes Scholar candidate, will also get a look. 

For Mumme himself, however, offense remains the name of 
the game. So confident was the coach in his attack, Mumme 
went for it on fourth down 38 times (converting 21), nearly twice 
as much as anyone else in the SEC. And with nine starters return- 
ing, including four on the offensive line, there is no reason to 
believe he plans to back off now. 

Start with Couch. As a super soph, the Kentucky native 
launched into Heisman contention (a ninth-place finish in the vot- 
ing) by throwing for 3,884 yards and 37 touchdowns last season, 
both school records. He completed 363 of 547 passes for 66.4 
percent, all three of which were school marks. He was twice 
named CNN/SI National Player of the Week, twice SEC Player of 
the Week, the Kentucky Sportsman of the Year, as voted by the 
state’s media. You get the picture. 

Perhaps best of all a year ago, Couch stayed healthy. Mumme 
used true freshman Dusty Bonner as a rare backup, the Valdosta, 
Ga., native completing 10 of 14 passes. Bonner, however, is 
expected to be redshirted this year now that Mumme'’s son, 
Matt, a 6-2, 162-pound senior, is eligible. Matt Mumme was to 
be the starting quarterback at Valdosta State last season, before 
his father left for Kentucky and new Valdosta coach Mike Kelly 
implemented a new offense. Thus the younger Mumme departed 
the Georgia school, enrolled at UK, and practiced with the team 
while sitting out as a transfer last year. 

“We're going to redshirt Dusty and the two kids we signed,” 
says Mumme of Bonner and freshmen Chase Harp and Mike Scip- 
ione. “We'll play Matt and Corry Doyle (a walk-on) behind Tim.” 

The hope, though, is that Couch can again stay injury-free, 
the chief task of a set of veteran protectors. The Cats do lose John 
Schlarman, a first-team All-SEC selection at offensive guard, but 
the remaining four starters return, all as seniors. Plus the chief 
backup, guard Jeremy Streck, will step into the starting lineup for 
his senior season. 

Right tackle Kris Comstock, a so-so player under the Curry 
regime who blossomed under the tutelage of line coach Guy 
Morriss, is being touted for all-conference honors. Left tackle 
Jonas Liening is a three-year starter who played almost all of last 
season with a torn ligament in his knee. Jason Watts, another 
senior, will be a three-year starter at center. And Mike Webster, a 
senior who left school, played a year at Thomas More College, 
then returned and started last year at right guard, returns. 

The backups are virtually untested, however. Morriss likes 
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WIDE RECEIVER CRAIG YEAST CAUGHT A SCHOOL-RECORD 73 PASSES, 
10 OF THEM FOR TOUCHDOWNS, IN 1997. 
PHOTO BY JOHN GRIESHOP 


redshirt freshman Matt Brown at tackle, and sophomore center 
Aaron Daniel has contributed on special teams. The line coach 
hopes to groom the entire group for 99. 

Given time to throw, Couch can utilize a variety of weapons. 
Yeast, a senior from Harrodsburg, blossomed into an all- 
conference type receiver, catching 73 balls for 873 yards. He also 
returned both a punt and a kickoff for a touchdown. He ended up 
tied for ninth nationally in receptions per game. 

Kevin Coleman, the team’s third-leading receiver with 52 
catches, was lost to grades. He could be back for '99. And Kio 
Sanford, a local speedster hindered throughout his career by 
injuries, graduated after catching 36 balls, five of them for scores. 

Other targets exist. Jimmy Robinson, a junior, should improve 
after transferring in from a junior college and catching 35 balls last 
year. Senior Lance Mickelsen, a possession-type receiver, caught 
31 passes last season. James Whalen, Mitt Crowe and Garry Davis 
were all walk-ons who by year's end were figuring in the receiver 
rotation. And Jermaine White, a sophomore, caught just four 
passes last year, but is still growing into his 6-6 frame. 

Tight end Jimmy Haley was leading the SEC in receptions 
when he hurt his foot in the season's fourth game, and was never 
quite the same. He should be healthy this season. And Mumme 
signed 6-6 tight end Bobby Blizzard, who along with highly 
touted quarterback/point guard Ron Curry, led Hampton (Va.,) 
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No. NAME Pos. Class Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
83. Cheddidchom == TE ok 3204 London, Oniaro 9 GeogeMasey DL ok «63 D8 lyth 

56 DavidBeninger OL G4 290 Fi. Thomos 25 Quenin McCord = WROSo S10. 174. LeGrange, GA 
15. Dusty Bonner G2 So 62 211 Vakbi,GA «30 MarlnMCree~=«B.SSo,«GO. «197 Doyona fl 

38 Jeremy Bowie So 510 180 Ter, IK 61 PoulMcGonoe  C & 64 272 Reading MA 
75 MohBrown OL. sr G5. 308. Hartingen, TK 21 lonceMideken = «WR OS 63.170 ‘SdingUT 
39 Todd Burke RB Se 511190 Advion, Mi 3 loyNors = BkSOG2 ZB Easton 

18 Smmy Corer PS 60. 178 Dunwoody, GA 16 Mat Mumme CB & 62 168 Lexingon 

"TO KisComiock =«CsGL(O ‘YOM Api 59 Ryon Murphy 1B So 62 228 Cncimal, OH 
Payer Bok 65 223 Hyden 54 TedtyNepne «1B So 62210 Montreol, Cuebec 
rGotaGoie. WIDE Lksinssaa orn eco 71. Jesh Porth OL Fr 6S 332 Weserile, OH 
81 Mit Crowe WR S> 62 178 OnmondBeoch A 31. Broxton Potir $3 Fr 510 187 Honden,cT 
BR AnD = C«S8. 63.20 Nedperio, % kinolr == Bo So. 65232 dadon 

82. Gory Devs WR So 62 196 Foibom,OH 72 Mike Riddle CS 60 260  Grncinoli, OH 
 NeknOvogn oO 65) 318 Gln "9 SmmyRobinn =» «WR ok 63.196. Sone Mn, GA 
13. Comy Doyle @B So 60 170 Lexington 96 More Somuel Ks 2S SIO IGE horas 
9 AndyDresboch DL 62 245. Mithawako, IN 35 Al. Semon Bok SI 226 Newot 
776i head Fern ORCI ie le en ee Pook 663. 214 Fron 

‘7 WiieGoy --sFS-—«So.«S-10._187 Valdosta, GA 50 GropenSath OL So 61 233. Schecnile 

33) Chris Goyton SS fr 61 199 Montred, Quebec =» 74 Omar Smith Ok 63 291 Miramar, FL 
36 Kenneh Grant SS So 60 204 Toyb, IK 17. self Snedegor Book 62 225° Sdewile, OH 
37 vy Haley Tk 63 26 low MA 77 IamySreck «LSS GS 37 Genel, CH 
10. Seh Hanson K So G2. 191 Dalles, TK A SuphenWolek SG | GO: 191° Hodgende 
47 Andee! Hoysip = CBSO. S10. ‘182 Onlnd FL 57 _Jeson Wats C S& 63 U7 Oveb,Al 

84 Alex Herman RB So. 510 180 Union 67 MikeWebver = OL S66 781 Independence 
12 Derek Homer FB So SII 195 FostKnox 3d lee Wesey (Bk © 60208 Compbellon, 
40 Gus cobs 1B So 60 210 Levine, KY «85. James Whole. TE Gd 219 Portland, OR 
99 MorkJocobs = sLSCSt~S«&3. 280. Shokmor, AL 32 Amhony White «RBs = 1192 ‘Twinsburg, OH 
55 DenickJohnion DL sr 62.319. Horodkbung, 91 Brandon While «DL «So. G3. 222 Eten 
92 Rebertlones «LSS. 200 Crawbrd, GA 28 Jermcine While WR So 66 205  Goinewile,FL 
45 MikeKomphoke = BOFr««G0. 204 Cincinal, CH 5 Pobick Wiggins «RBS. GO. (186. Suwonee, GA 
"0 Bickdly == BsS>CS NN 189 PonamaCy,F == More Wihon (Bo & 59 178 DowersGrove, 
4) Mt Loyow DL 63 28 Mion,R 3. GraigYeot «= WROSr_—=«59171-Horechburg 
64 Jones Lening OL S68 307 Minder, OH 49 self Zurcher SURO On) 
5 Marvin lve C & 510 171 Cdknd,cA ae 

98 Marvin Mojor DLS 63 280 Ehria,CH Reser ond depih chor subjed fo change 


1998 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Tim Couch, Jr*/Matt Mumme, Sr 
FB Derek Homer, So*/AJ. Simon, Jr 


HB Anthony White, Jr*/Alex Herman, So 


DE 
OT 


DT 


Marvin Major, Sr*/George Massey, Jr 


Matt Layow, So/Wendell Childs, So 
Mark Jacobs, Sr*/Gordon Crowe, Jr 


WR Craig Yeast, Sr*/Quentin McCord, So 


WR Lance Mickelsen, Sr/ Jimmy Robinson, Jr 


‘TE Jimmy Haley, Jr*/James Whalen, Jr 


\T Jonas Liening, Sr*/Matt Brown, Fr 


LG Jeremy Streck, Sr/Nolan DeVaughn, Fr 


fats Jason Watts, sr°/, ‘Aaron Daniel, So 
RG Mike Webster, Sr*/Omar Smith, Jr 
RT Kris Comstock, Sr*/David Berringer, Sr 


PK Seth Hanson, So*/Marc Samuel, So 


OLB 


cB 
cB 
Ss 


FS 


Pp 


Robert Jones, Sr/| Grayson Smith, So 


Teddy Neptune, So/Lee Wesley, Jr 


~ Jeff Snedegar, Je*/John Rader, So 


Lee Wesley, Jr*/Marlon McCree, So 
~ Eric Kelly, So*/Andre’ Haslip, So 
Jeremy Bowie, So/Marvin Love, Sr 
~ Kenneth Grant, So/Jeff Zurcher, Sr 
Willie Gary, So*/Stephen Walters, Sr 


Jimmy Carter, Sr*/Andy Smith, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


s hoped, the defense showed 

improvement during spring 

drills, especially when it came to 
quickness. 

“We're just faster overall,” said 
defensive coordinator Mike Major. 

“We close on the ball better,” said 
head coach Hal Mumme. 

In fact, the defense more than held 
its own against the offense for much of 
the spring, prompting Mumme to com- 
pare the drills to his 1994 Valdosta 
State team. That year, the defense held 
the VSU offense to just five touch- 
downs all spring. 

“We won 11 games that year,” said 
Mumme. “And our offense was tops in 
the conference.” 

Quarterback Tim Couch did not 
receive nearly as many repetitions as 
last spring, when the quarterback was 
learning the new offense. “We know 
what Tim can do,” said grad assistant 
Chris Hatcher, who helps coach the 
quarterbacks. “We want to get the 
backups ready in case something were 
to happen to Tim.” 

Matt Mumme, the head coach's 
son, shook off some early rust to 
improve as the drills went along. Dusty 
Bonner, who played as a true freshman 
last season, showed considerable 
improvement, but is still expected to be 
redshirted. 

* Cornerbacks Eric Kelly and 
Jeremy Bowie played well all spring, as 
did outside linebacker Marlon McCree 
and defensive end Robert Jones. 

“Robert Jones leads everything,” 
said Major. “He leads weights. He 
leads lifting and running. He’s really 
blossomed.” 

¢ Three starters sat out drills after 
off-season surgery. Left tackle Jonas 
Liening (knee), wide receiver Lance 
Mickelsen (shoulder) and middle line- 
backer Jeff Snedegar (shoulder) were 
held out of contact work. 

¢ James Whalen, a wide receiver 
moved inside to play tight end along 
with Jimmy Haley, had an excellent 
spring on offense. With Liening out, 
redshirt freshman Matt Brown saw 
considerable duty at left tackle. 

—Jdohn Clay 
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DENNIS JOHNSON, THE 6-7, 256-POUND 
DEFENSIVE END FROM HARRODSBURG, 
TURNED DOWN FLORIDA STATE, FLORIDA, 
MIAMI (OF FLORIDA), COLORADO AND NOTRE 
DAME TO SIGN WITH THE CATS. 


PHOTO BY KENT BROWN / THE DANVILLE ADVOCATE 


High School to an undefeated record, 
state championship, and No. | prep rank- 
ing in USA Today. 

At running back, Derek Homer pro- 
gressed throughout his freshmen year 
until he was among the league's better 
backs by November. He finished with 502 
yards, including a 137-yard effort in the 
season finale against Tennessee. 

A.J. Simon is a valuable utility man, 
and true freshmen Martez Johnson and 
Mike Kamphake figure to see playing 
time. Kamphake, who signed with 
Mumme'’s first recruiting class, delayed 
his enrollment until last January while 
rehabilitating a high school knee injury. 
He participated in spring drills. 

Anthony White, the team’s leading 
rusher a year ago with 723 yards, has 
excellent hands coming out of the back- 
field. He may not come out of the back- 
field as much this fall. “We're going to 
line up Anthony at wide receiver more,” 
says Mumme of the senior who was sec- 
ond on the team in receiving last year, 


KENTUCKY 


Suddenly, UK is Grid Recruiting Hotbed 


op quiz time. Name the school 
Pp that in two of the past three years 

has signed first USA Today's 
National Offensive Player of the Year, 
and then the same publication’s 
National Defensive Player of the Year? 

Florida State? No. Notre Dame? 
No. Nebraska? No. Penn State? Nope. 
Try, Kentucky. Kentucky? 

Yes, the same Kentucky that has 
won the NCAA basketball champi- 
onship two of the past three seasons; 
the same Kentucky that is known more 
for recruiting A-list hoop prospects than 
hot properties of the grid variety. 

Yet, in 1996, the Cats signed Tim 
Couch, the record-breaking/folk-hero 

varterback out of Hyden, Ky. Then 
this past fall, the Cats did it again, reel- 
ing in Dennis Johnson, the 6-7, 256- 
pound defensive end from 
Harrodsburg, who turned down Florida 
State, Floricls, Miami (of Florida), Col- 
orado and Notre Dame to sign with 
the Cats. 

‘With all that had gone well this 
past year,” says recruiting coordinator 
Claude Bassett, whose visit to Johnson’s 
home the final weekend helped seal the 


catching 59 balls. 

Senior punter Jimmy Carter adjusted 
well to Mumme'’s philosophy to kicking 
the ball out of bounds, and still averaged 
a career-best 40.2 yards per kick. Like 
Spurrier, Mumme didn’t go much for field 


——— et 
| | 
| | 


HE CATS FIGURE 

TO BE LOOKING 

AT ANOTHER HIGH- 
POWER OFFENSE, DIRECTED BY A 
TOP-FLIGHT QUARTERBACK AND A 
GO-FOR-BROKE COACH. AND 
LOOKING FOR A DEFENSE. 


goals, attempting just eight on the year. 

Sophomore Seth Hanson made four of 

seven, his longest being just 30 yards. 
The schedule is a bit more inviting 


deal, “if we could get Dennis Johnson 
| knew that it would be a major help 
to our defense and to our credibility as 
a staff.” 

“It was a long process,” says John- 
son, whose brother Derrick will be a 
redshirt freshman defensive tackle for 
the Cats this season. “When it was over 
| just felt like Kentucky would be the 
best place for me.” 

A place that needs the help. While 
the Cats excelled on offense in Hal 
Mumme’s debut season, their defense 
ranked at the bottom of the SEC in 
nearly every defensive category. 

“He’s a guy you can build a 
defense around,” says defensive coor- 
dinator Mike Major. “Maybe not next 
year, but he’s a guy that people will be 
running away from, things like that. 
We're going to do some different 
things with him.” 

In fact, Major has talked of putting 
Johnson at outside linebacker, much 
like New York Giant great Lawrence 
Taylor, whose No. 56 Johnson wore in 
high school. 

Says Major, “He’s just the creme de 
la creme. What else can you say?” O 


than the one that greeted Mumme’s 
arrival. Instead of a home slate stocked 
with powerhouses Florida, Alabama (for- 
mer powerhouse), LSU and Tennessee, 
the Cats will entertain South Carolina, 
Georgia, Mississippi State and Vanderbilt. 
The Cats must travel to Florida, Arkansas, 
LSU and Tennessee. 

The non-conference schedule includes 
a pair of twists. For the season-opener, 
Kentucky must play the first game in 
Louisville’s new Papa John’s Stadium, 
after the Cardinals came to Common- 
wealth the past four years. Week two, 
Division I-AA power Eastern Kentucky 
comes to Lexington for its first meeting 
with the state university. Week three, the 
same Indiana team that lost 49-7 to UK in 
Bloomington last year, will look for 
revenge at Commonwealth. 

The Cats, meanwhile, figure to be look- 
ing at another high-power offense, directed 
by a top-flight quarterback and a go-for- 
broke coach. And looking for a defense. 

— John Clay 
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were coordinators on a Colorado staff 
that eventually produced no less than 
six head coaches, including Northwest- 
ern’s Gary Barnett. 
DiNardo and Tepper took their own 
career paths, with DiNardo first going to 


[: 1984, Gerry DiNardo and Lou Tepper 


Le" TIGERS 


we should be. We have a lot to learn.” 
Tepper said it would take a full three 
years to completely implement his system 
that first began to take shape when he 
was an assistant at Virginia Tech in 1978. 
Even so, Tepper said the Tigers should 
grasp the concept well enough this sea- 


as it was at Illinois where he enhanced his 
defensive reputation by coaching the likes 
of Simeon Rice and Kevin Hardy. 

The outside linebackers may take on 
the appearance of defensive ends, but 
looks can be deceiving. Amold Miller 
knows that only too well after having 


DiNardo Turns Back the Clock 


Vanderbilt before landing at LSU nearly 
four years ago. Tepper headed for Illinois, 
but lost his job after the 1996 season. Dur- 
ing a self-imposed one-year sabbatical, 
Tepper wrote a book entitled “Complete 
Linebacking.” 

The past wasn’t lost on DiNardo when 
his defensive coordinator suddenly left for 
Texas shortly before LSU was to play Notre 
Dame in the Independence Bowl last 
December. Remembering how Tepper had 
laid the defensive groundwork that would 
help Colorado to the 1990 national champi- 
onship even in Tepper’s absence, DiNardo 
was quick to hire his longtime friend. 

Tepper was nearly just as quick to 
reward DiNardo with a stingy defense 
that figured into the Tigers’ 27-9 victory 
over Notre Dame. Tepper, though, down- 
played his role in a bow! victory that also 
featured LSU’s powerful running game, 
atoned for a 24-6 regular-season loss to 
the Irish, and capped off a 9-3 record and 
a No. 13 ranking. 

“If Gerry asked me again to do what I 
did, I'd say a resounding, ‘No,’” Tepper 
said of the manner in which he was hired 
shortly before the bow! game. “It was the 
most challenging few weeks of my career. 
We really rolled the dice on doing some- 
thing like that. If it hadn't worked, the play- 
ers would have said, “Who is this guy? 
Let’s ship him back where he came from.’” 

Instead, the bowl victory increased 
Tepper’s popularity, even though he cau- 
tioned that, “We're more confident than 


THE ELUSIVE KEVIN FAULK FINISHED ‘97 
WITH 1,144 YARDS ON 205 CARRIES. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


son to add teeth to a defense that led the 
Southeastern Conference and ranked 12th 
nationally in scoring defense with an aver- 
age of 16.3 points per game last season. 
In addition, the 24 touchdowns the Tigers 
allowed tied with Georgia for the fewest 
in the SEC. 

“That’s no excuse not to be ready in 
the fall,” Tepper said of the length of time 
needed to comprehend “the full package.” 

If nothing else, Tepper figures to 
strengthen a linebacking corps that former 
defensive coordinator Carl Reese deemed 
so weak he used only two linebackers in 
going with a 5-2-4 alignment last season. 
The Tigers were known to operate their 
nickel package on the goal line. Tepper’s 
3-4 setup is predicated on the linebackers, 


at a glance 


1997: 9-3 Overall; 6-2 SEC (Tie/Ist West) 

COACH: Gerry DiNardo — At LSU: 26-9-1, 
3 years; Overall: 45-34-1, 7 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 Offense, 
7 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Kevin Faulk, 
TB Cecil Collins, TB Rondell Mealey, OB 
Herb Tyler, SE Abram Booty, FL Larry Fos- 
ter, NG Anthony McFarland, DE Jarvis 
Green, OLB Arnold Miller, FS Mark Roman 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: |SU has one of 
the most talented tailback trios in the 
country to lead its power-oriented attack. 
What's more, the Tigers return 99.8 per- 
cent of their rushing yards. 


played left defensive end last season and 
earning the defensive most valuable 
player award in the Independence Bowl 
for his seven tackles, including two quar- 
terbacks sacks. 

An outside linebacker now, Miller has 
a certain boxed area to patrol, as do all 
the defenders. The defense is more read 
than attack as it once was, but Miller said 
he will be free to rush the quarterback on 
occasion. The new defensive arrangement 
will produce dividends, said Miller, a 6-4, 
239-pound senior. 

“| expect a lot of big plays to come out 
of this defense, including sacks and inter- 
ceptions,” he said. “The way it’s set up, it'll 
confuse the offense. It makes it easier on 
the defense, because there’s not a lot of 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: As gifted as 


the tailbacks may be, they can’t do much 
when they're hurt, and both Faulk (ham- 
string) and Collins (fibula) went down with 
injuries last season. First-year defensive 
coordinator Lou Tepper is trying to imple- 
ment a 3-4 scheme; just how quickly the 
Tigers adapt could dictate their fate. 


OVERVIEW: Head coach Gerry DiNardo 


has spent the last three years building to 
reach this point. Now he's ready to put 
the Tigers among the nation’s elite. If the 
tailbacks stay healthy, the offense should 
roll. Whether the defense can add some 
rock to that roll remains to be seen. 
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IGERS*REGRUITING 


Name / Position Size HomETOWN Hic Scuoot / Couece Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 
Kendrick ALLEN DL 6-6, 300 Bogalusa Bogalusa Adam McCONATHY LB 6-5, 226 West Monroe West Monroe 
USA Today All-USA second team @ Advocate Super Dozen @ SuperPrep No. 3 in Louisiana # PrepStor | PrepStar Dream Team @ Advocate Super Dozen @ Two-time All-State @ Louisiana Mr. Football @ Had 136 
Dream Team @ Aifanta Journal-Constitution Super Souther 100 @ Class 4A All-State @ As a senior, totaled s, 16 quarterback sacks, six forced fumbles, hwo fumble recoveries and three interceptions as a senior, 
86 tackles, six sacks, 14 quarterback pressures, five fumble recoveries and four forced fumbles while leading 
Bogalusa to a 7-4 record. } Zack PENDARVIS TE 6-5, 250 Baton Rouge 
| Allonta Joumal-Constitution Super Southern 100 # As a senior, had 12 Bes ea at FO 
Jason BAGGETT TE 65, 260 Baytown, TX pahdonne 
Dallas Morning News Texas Top 100 ¢ All-District @ As a senior, Wealeai memento ALA joa oul es i 
touchdowns @ Member of basketball and baseball teams. Josh REED RB 6-0, 195 Rayne Rayne 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Advocate Super Dozen # Two-time All-State # Had 
Chris COOPER LB 6-0, 230 Harvey West Jefferson 2,143 yards rushing and 28 touchdowns as a senior # As a junior, had 2,521 yards rushing and 24 touch 
PrepStar Dream Team @ SuperPrep rated No. 19 linebacker nationally @ Ailanta Journal-Constitution Super downs. 
Southern 100 @ All-State @ All-Metro Defensive Most Valuable Player # Advocate Super Dozen @ Had 100 
tackles, including 24 for losses, 13 quarterback sacks, four forced fumbles and one interception as a senior. Melvin RICHEY DL 6-4, 280 Decatur, G, Southwest DeKalb 
Rated No. 60 player in Dixie by recat As a senior, “hed 100 tackles, six quarterback sacks, six 
Byron DAWSON DL 6-1, 300 Shreveport Evangel blocked passes. five forced fumbles, four fumble recoveries and two blocked field goals. 
‘Advocate Super Dozen @ All-State @ Asa senior, had 81 tackles, including 38 for losses, 11 quarterback 
sacks, eight passes broken up and three fumble recoveries. Reginald ROBINSON WR = 6-2, 190 Shreveport Fair Park 
PrepSior Dream Team @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Advocate Second Dozen All 
Sam FOREHAND OG 67, 330 Ocean Springs, MS Vancleave | District in three sports @ Had 30 receptions for 755 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior. 
Three-year starter # Member of bosketball team # Won state championship in discus. 
Rob SALE OT 6-3, 330 Monroe Neville 
Willie GRAY DE 6-2, 260 New Orleans St. Augustine Twortime All-State @ Advocate Second Dozen. 
Honorable mention All-District @ Had 80 tackles, two quarterback sacks and five fumble recoveries as a 
senior @ As a junior, had 60 tackles, including 16 for losses, 10 quarterback sacks and two fumble | Brad SMALLING OG 68, 348 West Monroe West Monroe 
recoveries, | USA Today second-team All-American @ PrepStar Dream Team @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super South- 
ern 100 @ Advocate Super Dozen @ Two-time All-State @ Helped team to consecutive state championships. 
Howard GREEN DL 6-4, 305 Donaldsonville Donaldsonville 
Twortime All-State @ Advocate Second Dozen @ As a senior, had 105 tackles and 10 quarterback sacks. Michael STAMPS CB 5-11, 180 Houston, TX NE Oklahomas A&M 
Asa freshman, had 41 solo tackles, 22 assists, eight pass deflections and Iwo interceptions. 
Jesse HARMON OL 6-5, 285 Crowley Fort Scott CC 
All-Konsas Jayhawk Conference # League Offensive Line Most Valuable Player. Lionel THOMAS DB 6-1, 180 Opelousas Opelousas 
Honorable mention All-State All-District # As a senior, had. 78 solo tackles and 37 assists, including 13 for 
Damien JAMES DB 6-0, 190 Carencro Carencro losses, six quarterback sacks, two blocked punts and seven pass defenses. 
Ranked No. 13 player nationally by SuperPrep  Ailanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Advo- 
cate Super Dozen @ All-State @ Had 1,612 yards rushing and 17 touchdowns as a senior # Hod 618 yards Broderick WILUAMS LB 6-2, 210 lew Orleans Sarah Reed 
passing and four touchdowns @ As a junior, had 1,800 yards rushing. Mion Second Dozen @ Had 62 tackles, eight soba socks, five fumble recoveries and eight forced 
fumbles as a senior. 
Chad LAVALAIS TE/DL 6-3, 275 Marksyille Marksville 
tar rated No. 16 linebacker in Southeast @ All-State # Advocate Super Dozen @ All-District sie Damien WOODS DB 5-10, 180 Slidell Southwest Mississippi CC 
defense @ As a senior, had 76 tackles, including 10 for minus 59 yards, and two interceptions @ Hod As a sophomore, had 44 solo tackles and 21 assists, including two for losses, 10 passes broken up, four 
12 receptions for 331 yards and five louchdowns # @ Hod 301 yards ru: ing and five touchdowns # Punted interceptions, one forced fumble and one fumble recovery. 
for 36.7-yard average # District champion in javelin and shot put. 
Shaun WYNN DL 6-3, 275 Tyler, TX John Tyler 
Jeremy LAWRENCE LB 6-4, 240 Ferri Ferriday Honorable mention All-Stote @ All-East Texas @ All-District. 
Advocate Super Dozen honorable mention # Had 103 tackles, 17 quarterback sacks and two fumble recov- 
eries as a senior. Bob WYNNE OT 65,310 New Orleans Jesuit 
All-State @ Advocate Super Dozen @ Had state-record 650-pound squat. 
Soloman LEE FB 6-2, 225 Bastrop Bastrop 
Ranked No. 7 tight end in Southeast by @ Advocate Dozen second team @ As a senior, had John YOUNG OG 6-3, 295 Ruston Ruston 
19 receptions for 364 yards and four s @ Had 80 tackles as defensive end, Advocate Super Dozen honorable mention # Bench presses 300 pounds. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
(9-3, 6-2) =+ ___ PASSING Sept. 12 Arkansas State 


= J £ : Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 


55 Texas-El Paso *3 Tyler = 209s '127,—s:*1581 608 10 7 Sept. 19 at Auburn 
aerial Sar ote Sparacino 15 10 113 66.7 1 0 
24 ? Mississippi State 9 Dieaags Sept. 26 — Idaho 
28 = Auburn 3] NAME No YARDS Od. a Georgia 
56 Akron 0) Faulk 5. = ee = 
Mealey 112 664 5.9 44 Oct. 10 at Florida 
7 Vanderbilt 6 Collins (72 596 : 
28 Florid = 1 Tyler Oct. 17 Kentucky 
arate RECEIVING > 
21 Mississippi 36 ade Oct. 24 Mississippi State 
63 Kentucky 28 sa ae ee ee . Oct. 31. at Mississippi 
7 | Faulk 16 93° $8 25, a0 ets. 2 ae a 
27 Alabama a Cleveland 13 re tn Nov. | 7 Alabama 
6 Notre Dame 24 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Novn21 makor News Dane 
3] Arkansas 21 Tactes: Wesley 105; Smith 78; Wiley 66; Hill 65. se = aa 


Noy. 28 at Arkansas* 


INDEPENDENCE BOWL berencernons: Donaldson 7; Hil 2; Beard 2. 
OF. Notre Dame 9 QB Sacks: Mixon 7; McFarland 6; Wiley 5; Miller 5. 
Tackies For Loss: Mixon 14; Wiley 13; Smith 12. 


“Little Rock, AR 
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different assignments. It’s going to work.” 

DiNardo is just as confident, simply 
because he knows Tepper and his drive to 
succeed. “I know he has a great back- 
ground,” DiNardo said. “Having previ- 
ously worked with him, | know what kind 
of coach he is, and | know what kind of 
person he is. Our lineage is (Bill) McCart- 
ney, (Bo) Schembechler, (Ara) Parseghian 
and (Woody) Hayes,” DiNardo said in 
naming the former head coaches at Col- 
orado, Michigan, Notre Dame and Ohio 
State, respectively. 

DiNardo certainly has brought that 
hard-nosed edge to LSU's offense, and is 
hoping Tepper can do the same defen- 
sively. If so, LSU may be able to compete 
for the SEC championship, if not the 
national title, as DiNardo hopes. LSU has 
shared each of the last two SEC Western 
Division titles but has yet to appear in the 
conference championship game. The 
inability to beat Alabama and Auburn in 
the same year has proved costly. 

LSU will welcome Alabama to Tiger 
Stadium this season, where it hasn't beat 
the Crimson Tide since 1969. LSU must 
visit Auburn after losing at home in a 
heartbreaker last season, 31-28. Other 
road games include trips to Florida and 
Notre Dame. LSU stunned Florida last sea- 
son, 28-21, in beating a top-ranked team 
for the first time in school history. The 
Tigers split with independent Notre 
Dame. LSU will open Sept. 6 at home 
against Arkansas State. 

So far, DiNardo likes what he sees in a 
team that returns 15 starters, including 
eight offensively. “This team’s got good 
chemistry,” he said. “It looks like they 
want to be good. We've got a shot.” 

That might be true of any team 
blessed with tailbacks such as senior 
Kevin Faulk and juniors Cecil Collins and 
Rondell Mealey. All three rushed for 200 
yards in a game last season, with Mealey 
gaining 222 yards and scoring twice in 
the Independence Bowl. Faulk victimized 
Kentucky for 212 yards and five rushing 
touchdowns, and Collins shredded 
Auburn for 232 yards and two touch- 
downs. Both LSU (256.6) and Faulk 
(127.1) led the SEC in average rushing 
yards per game. The Tigers did it, too, 
despite Faulk pulling a hamstring muscle 
in the season-opener and Collins suffering 
a season-ending broken fibula in his right 
leg in the fifth game. The elusive Faulk fin- 
ished with 1,144 yards on 205 carries. The 
bruising Collins averaged 8.3 yards per 
carry in running 72 times for 596 yards. 
Mealey, somewhere in the middle of 
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SENIOR QUARTERBACK HERB TYLER ALREADY RANKS FIFTH ON THE SCHOOL’S ALL-TIME PASSING 
CHART WITH 3,858 YARDS WHILE HAVING GONE 23-5 AS A STARTER. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


those two styles, rushed for 664 yards and 
seven touchdowns on 1 12 carries. 

Add in fullbacks such as 6-0, 249- 
pound sophomore Tommy Banks, and 6-0, 
247-pound junior Robert Tyler, and the trick 
will be incorporating everyone into the 
offense. Different formations, and involve- 
ment in the passing game, are two ideas 
DiNardo presented in explaining how he 
will try to play as many backs as possible. 

“That's probably one of the most tal- 
ented areas on the team,” said Banks, 
who scored twice on 13 carries last sea- 
son. “There’s a lot of things we can do. 
One thing Coach (offensive coordinator 
Morris) Watts has done is put a lot more 
on the fullback. Robert Tyler and | are a 
good one-two punch. We can help offen- 
sively. It gives the defense something else 
to look at.” 

Seeing beyond LSU's large offensive 
line is no easy task. The Tigers lost All- 


America guard Alan Faneca, who jumped 
to the NFL a year early, but they welcome 
back four players who started at some 
point in the season. Junior Al Jackson (6-3, 
307) has moved to left guard, with senior 
Ryan Thomassie (6-2, 282) taking over at 
right guard. Sophomores Trey Langley (6- 
5, 305) and Louis Williams (6-6, 292) will 
be at right and left tackles, respectively, 
with senior Todd McClure (6-2, 280) back 
at center. 

“McClure’s a good player,” DiNardo 
said. “He's been around a lot. He talks a 
lot. He runs the whole operation.” 

Junior Jamal Pack is expected to 
replace the injured Joe Domingeaux at 
tight end. Fullback figures to be a battle 
between redshirt freshman Kyle Kipps and 
sophomore Robert Royal. 

For all the emphasis on running, 
Watts said LSU must be able to pass. 
“We've got to get better at throwing the 
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Pos. Class HT. s. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
37 Aaron Adoms Bo & 63 25 Meloire OS 65 35 Ewnice 
“17 Bubba Alexonder —«(B_So 52212 Shreveport C Se 62 280 Bolom Rovge 
43. Tommy Barks So 60 249 West Monroe SN G1 225. Pensoool, FL 
91 Muskingum Bomes NG Fr 6-2 -270_MossPeint, MS NG & 61 290 Wimsboro 
50 Joseph Barreca NG Se 510 255 New Orlens Bok 64 237 Baton Rouge 
33 NemesisBolss FL. sdk 510-190 New Orleans Rk = 60 203 Desrehon 
"26 Chis Beard SSS 511190 Shreveport BS «64 239 NewOrleons 
83 John Belin Dk 61 284 Covington Dok 65 293 Mare 
“| FredBooke == @BSC«So.S«59—(189. Hammond DL So 64 271 MessPoint, MS 
88 Abram Booy = SE_— So. b:2185. Shreveport “BF 60 222 Homton, TK 
83 Donny Boyd Ke «60220. Brodenton, FL @ Ff 63 Bi Ando 
“84 Chrision Chowin PK ofr 510.178 NewOrleons 29 Terrence Bryon FS Fr 4208 New Waverly, TX. 
5 Ryon Chork FSF |= 60180 Marrero FS fr 511.172 Okdchoma City, OK 
32 KendallClevdond RB Sr 1228 Orange, TK TE ok 63 263 More 
34 CeclColins RB S10 212 Loewe Bo 60 213 Shreveport 
64 John Compion C So 63280 Baton Rouge O So 6&2 308 NewOrleans 
19. Chris Cummings @ & 59 180 Dohon,AL O So 63 290 NewOrleons 
2 BrondonDole «Bio SN 176 Shell Sk 60 185 Newkeia 
“89 Ed Dangerfield Al fr 64209 Morgan Giy FB So 65 229 NewOrlons 
$ Rohon Davey CB of 63 227 Hidech,AL Bb of 62 22 a 
47 RobetDois Bsr ~—«5 9182 Shreveport SSS 59184 _enesboro 
36 Daniel Desslle SE So 57 (160 Welker Ol fr Sl 282 Newbea 
87 Joe Domingsaxx ‘TE «So. 66267 Crowhey PIPK S62 190 Balen Rouge 
&2 TimDonelon Lk «S315. NewOrlens Bk 62 220 NewOrleans 
"36 Billy Dresler P So. 63. 205 lake Charles BS 511 29 Lahay 
52 Thomas Dunson Bf 63 232 Speing, X ichodl Sta Cok S11 175 Hoton, TX 
3. Kevin Fauk RBS S10 192 Cornero @ ok 63 195 Ice 
“2 lonyFoer =k S10 190 Haney IB So 61 230 Howey 
30. hich Fonkin SE Jr 60183 New Orleans DL fr 64 268 BoonRowge 
4 Node Ges @ So 60 187 Sarasota, FL O & 62 262 Gdhaw 
"25 CoreyGbbs = PSsi:~S«6O 03 Baten Rouge QBS 60 203 NewOrleans 
59 JorvisGreen DL ft 63 252 Donckdsomille Bk 60 247 Clevelond, MS 
51 Jason Green (Bf 61 228 Dendldsorvile DL Fr 64 253. Bolon Rouge 
96 Patrick Greene K So 59 170 Slide FOS «5B 221 Kentwood 
(9 WileHavey ——DL_—«So.— A254 Houston, TX IB & 62 233 Brookhaven, MS 
11 Michael Hayes SE Fr 65-220 Opelousas A S% 66 292 Ai Wobonbch FL 
‘0 RyonHebet = kk Baton Rouge 30. Roger Wilioms So 58 179 BoySt louis, MS 
45 Jomal Hil 1B So 62 231 Mercerlond,WA 93 Theo Wiliams Bok 63 25 Mare 
“D1 Reon Hill SSS 1201 New Orleans M1 Robe Wikon PK sr 510.18) Bele Chasse 
‘TL Allodson Lk 63307 Mess Poi, MS 88 Brandon Winey OL So. 294 Lhe Chas 
10 LaVor Johnson RB Fr «1188. Gena Pork, TK 23 Jeremy Witten P ok «510 170 Lowisvile, KY 
“12. KrisKesser PK ofr 62199 Longwood, FL 2 Damien Woods ok 510 186 Shdell 
85. Kyle Kipps Bo 65 259 Lohayete ; 
| 3 Chores Landey So 511 203 Ponddoua Roster ond depth chart subject to change. 


1998 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Herb Tyler, Sr*/ Rohan Davey, Fr 


DT Johnny Mitchell, Jr/Kareem Mitchell, So 


RB Kevin Faulk, Sr*/Cecil Collins, Jr NG Anthony McFarland, Sr*/Muskingum Barnes, Fr 
“FB Tommy Banks, So*/Robert Tyler, f= DE Jarvis Green, Fr/Willie Harvey, So i= 
FL Larry Foster, Jr*/Nemessis Bates, Jr : Ob Arnold Miller, Sr*/! Roshaun Matthews, ss 
“SE Abram Booty, So*/Michael Hayes, Fr ‘IB Joe Wesley, Sr*/Wardell Sykes, So. 

TE = Jamal Pack, Jr/Robert Royal, So IB Charles Smith, Jr*/Thomas Dunson, Fr 

LT Louis Williams, So/Ryan Hebert, Jr OLB Theo Williams, Jr/Jason Green, Fr = 3 
LG Al Jackson, Jr*/Alvin Puckett, So — CB. Fred Booker, So/Nate Gates, So ‘al 

C Todd McClure, Sr*/John Compton, So CB Chris Cummings, Sr*/Robert Davis, Fr : 
RG Ryan Thomassie, Sr/ Dwayne Pierce, So FS Mark Roman, Jr*/Terrence O'Bryant, Fr 

RT _ Trey Langley, So*/Brandon Winey, So SS Raion Hill, Sr*/Chris Beard, Sr 
“PK Danny E Boyd, Jr/Christian Chauvin, Fr -P Jeremy Witten, Jt/Corey Gibbs, Jr 


‘SPRING UPDATE 


nee injuries created havoc for the 

Tigers, leading to a medical red- 

shirt for one player, and igniting a 
controversy over another. 

Sophomore tight end Joe 
Domingeaux, an expected starter, not 
only had his spring end early, but also 
will miss the regular season because of a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament, a par- 
tially torn medial collateral ligament and 
a bone contusion. Domingeaux started 
seven games as a freshman and caught 
three passes for 21 yards and a touch- 
down. 

The news for senior cornerback 
Chris Cummings was better, but the 
resulting brouhaha was not. Cummings 
suffered a spring-ending second-degree 
sprain of his right MCL, but should 
return to start for the second consecutive 
season. 

A celebrated sprinter for LSU’s pow- 
erhouse track team, Cummings’ injury 
evoked an angry response from track 
and field coach Pat Henry, who com- 
plained that Cummings was told he 
wouldn’t have a football scholarship if he 
didn’t participate in spring practice. 
Football coach Gerry DiNardo said he 
wouldn't comment on his private con- 
versations with Cummings. 

¢ Junior backup center Naeshall 
Menard died from an apparent self- 
inflicted gunshot wound, putting football 
into perspective for a grieving team that 
struggled to cope with his untimely 
death. 

Senior quarterback Herb Tyler 
missed numerous practices due to the 
illness and death of his father, John 
Aguillard. Redshirt freshmen Rohan 
Davey and Craig Nall filled in during 
Tyler’s absence. Junior outside line- 
backer Charles Smith underwent recon- 
structive surgery during the spring but 
should be back. Junior punter Jeremy 
Witten divided his time between practice 
and playing right field for the Tigers’ 
nationally ranked baseball team. 

¢ Billy Cannon and Warren Rabb, 
members of the 1998 national champi- 
onship team, served as honorary cap- 
tains for the spring game. 

— Dave Moormann 
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LSU’s Man in the Middle 


nthony McFarland is here to 

tell you that he will not become 

what he said some may consider 
to be the ates hi college noseguard. 

“Most people think of the noseguard 
as a big sloppy guy who clogs the mid- 
dle,” the 6-1, 290-pound senior said. “I'll 
do those things, but I’m going to create 
havoc. I’m going to create Eye On the 
defensive line, you have to hit people in 
the mouth ... You have to be a man fo 
know that every down you're going to 
have to take on 600 pounds.” 

McFarland is prepared to be the one 
fo man the middle of LSU’s new 3-4 
defensive scheme initiated by first-year 
defensive coordinator Lou Tepper. A 
career defensive tackle on LSU’s four- 
and five-man lines, McFarland has 
approached his new role with a vigor 
unseen since his freshman season. 

“It was a whole bunch of things,” he 
said of his attitude after he burst on the 
scene with a career-high 77 tackles in 
becoming the Southeastern Conference's 


Freshman Co-Defensive Player of the 
Year. “It’s my senior year, and | want it 
to be good. | want to try to finish what 
we started. In ‘95, pie Seid said we 
wanted to have a shot at the national 
championship by our senior year. Look 
what's happened. We have a shot at it.” 

IF LSU is to take aim at its lofty goal, 
McFarland must improve upon a year ago 
when he missed his only two career starts 
for reasons other than injury. He finished 
with a career-low 52 total tackles. 

Tepper said McFarland's position will 
not involve “a drastic change.” Perhaps 
not in technique, but McFarland has a 
renewed approach toward playing what 
he called “the key spot on defense.” 
McFarland is one reason coach Ger 
DiNardo said “potentially this is the Best 
group of seniors, as far as leadership, 
we’ve had in four years.” 

“The bottom line is that you have to 
be a man all the time, especially on the 
lines,” McFarland said. “That’s where the 
game is won.” QO 


“THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT YOU HAVE TO BE 
A MAN ALL THE TIME, ESPECIALLY ON THE LINES,” 
ANTHONY MCFARLAND SAID. 

“THAT'S WHERE THE GAME IS WON.” 


PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


ball for us to get better as a team,” he 
said. “Basically, we've got to be able to 
hurt people when we're outnumbered at 
the line of scrimmage.” 

Senior quarterback Herb Tyler already 
ranks fifth on the school’s all-time passing 
chart with 3,858 yards while having gone 
23-5 as a starter. Because of his size, 6-0, 
203 pounds, Tyler often is forced to throw 
on the run to give him a better look down 
field. In addition to completing a career- 
high 127 of 209 passes for 10 touch- 
downs and seven interceptions, he was 
LSU's fourth-leading rusher last season 
with 279 yards and seven touchdowns. 

His favorite receivers were junior 
flanker Larry Foster, who caught a team- 
high 43 passes for 579 yards, and sopho- 
more split end Abram Booty, with 35 
catches for 550 yards and a touchdown. 
Adept at working along the sidelines, 
Booty “has got to work on (catching) the 
deep ball,” DiNardo said. 

Senior Anthony McFarland moves 
from tackle into the middle of the 3-4 
scheme at noseguard. The other positions 
on the line are called end and tackle, with 
redshirt freshman Jarvis Green lining up at 
end and junior Johnny Mitchell at tackle. 


Even DiNardo, who is slow to praise those 
who have yet to play, speaks well of 
Green. After a short pause, DiNardo said 
Green “looks pretty good so far.” 


Senior Joe Wesley and junior Charles 
Smith, who led the team in tackles last 
season, will play inside linebacker. Wesley 
made 105 tackles to 78 for Smith. Oppo- 
site Miller at outside linebacker will be 
junior Theo Williams, who started nine 
games on the defensive line as a freshman 
but played sparingly last season. 

Senior Chris Cummings and sopho- 
more Fred Booker will be the cornerbacks, 


while senior Raion Hill will play strong 
safety and junior Mark Roman will return 
at free safety. 

“I've been comfortable with the level 
of talent every place I’ve been,” Tepper 
said. “You go with what you have. | 
believe we run well, which in the sec- 
ondary is a real plus. It'll be interesting to 
see if we have enough defensive linemen. 
If anyone says they do, they’re probably 
lying. We have to be sure we're well- 
grounded in fundamentals and base tech- 
nique, and we'll build on that.” 

LSU must find a new punter for 
departed All-American Chad Kessler, who 
became the first player in NCAA history 
to average better than 50 yards per punt 
in finishing at 50.3. Junior Jeremy Witten, 
as the “pooch punter,” averaged 35.0 
yards per punt last season. Kessler’s 
younger brother, Kris, is a redshirt fresh- 
man at placekicker where junior Danny 
Boyd returns after having made one of 
four field goals and nine of 10 extra 
points last season. 

The Tigers are looking for a kick on 
defense, as well. That's why DiNardo 
reached back in time in an effort to find it. 

— Dave Moormann 


 ————————— — ——— 
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our years into his head coaching 
tenure at Ole Miss, Tommy Tuberville 
continues to feel the heavy hand 
of NCAA probation tapping him on 
the shoulder. 
Sure, Ole Miss defied the odds by fin- 
ishing 8-4 in 1997. Sure, the Rebels won 


OLE MISS 


REBELS 


against archrival Mississippi State and 
Marshall University. 

“The ball bounced right for us,” 
Tuberville said. “We weren't a real tal- 
ented team, but we played with a lot of 
heart and determination and we got great 
senior leadership. This year, | think we 


leaves Oxford, he’ll create as much 
excitement for the Rebels as Dameyune 
Craig did for Auburn. 

“I don’t think Romaro is as quick as 
Dameyune Craig, but his arm is stronger,” 
Tuberville said. “Romaro is as good of a 
thrower as I’ve been around.” 


It’s Miller Time In Oxford 


the Motor City Bowl and finished No. 22 
in the national polls. But the far-reaching 
effects of those sanctions levied against 
Ole Miss before Tuberville arrived con- 
tinue to have a bearing on the program 
Tuberville is building. 

“This is the year probation has caught 
up with us in terms of experience,” 
Tuberville said. “We only have a handful 
of seniors on the team. That means your 
leadership and your experience are very 
much in doubt.” 

The Rebels love their pool of talent at 
the freshmen, sophomore and junior lev- 
els. But can you win in the Southeastern 
Conference with only a sprinkling of senior 
leadership? That’s the big question 
Tuberville and his staff face as they head 
into the 1998 season. 

“We have to find more leaders and 
they will have to come from our sopho- 
more and junior classes,” Tuberville said. 
“The good thing is that the vast majority 
of the football team that takes the field 
in 1998 will be with us two or three 
more years. 

“For this upcoming season, we hope 
our record is as good or better than last 
year. But with the youth we have and 
with the toughness of our conference, 
we'll have to struggle to attain it.” 

Ole Miss put itself back on the col- 
lege football map in 1997, thanks to a 
watershed road victory at LSU in October 
and a 4-1 finish that featured game-win- 
ning drives in the final two minutes 


SENIOR GARY THIGPEN WILL WEAR THE CHUCKY 


MULLINS’ NO. 38 JERSEY AND WILL ROTATE FROM 


RIGHT CORNER TO LEFT CORNER. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


have a more talented football team and 
we're deeper. But we'll have to overcome 
the lack of seniors, especially when we go 
on the road.” 

In order to avoid a hiccup kind of sea- 
son, the Rebels have to hope sophomore 
quarterback Romaro Miller can pick up 
where the graduating Stewart Patridge left 
off. As a fifth-year senior, Patridge was a 
master at reading defenses, getting Ole 
Miss into the right play and delivering 
pinpoint passes. Patridge set a bevy of 
school passing records and Miller 
watched from the sidelines, knowing his 
turn was coming. 

The 6-1, 190-pound Miller has a slight 
stature, but throws the ball with authority 
and has the ability to escape when his 
protection breaks down. 

Some are saying that before Miller 


at a glance 


That’s saying something, considering 
that Tuberville came up through the 
assistant ranks at Miami, where strong- 
armed quarterbacks were the rule rather 
than the exception. 

Miller played briefly last year against 
the likes of Auburn, Tennessee and 
Tulane. Because Patridge played so well 
and because the Rebs were involved in a 
string of close games, Tuberville didn’t 
have the luxury of getting Miller a lot of 
game reps. 

But Miller, as the No. 2 quarterback, 
was heavily involved in game prepara- 
tion and gained a headstart mentally on 
what it takes to become an adept SEC 
quarterback. 

“Romaro wants to become a great 
quarterback,” Tuberville said. “You do that 
by preparing yourself in the weight room, 


1997: 8-4 Overall; 4-4 SEC (Tie/3rd West) 

COACH: Tommy Tuberville — At Ole Miss 
and Overall: 19-15, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 Offense, 
5 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Romaro 
Miller, TE Rufus French, TB Deuce McAllis- 
ter, FL Cory Peterson, SE Grant Heard, CB 
Gary Thigpen, CB Tim Strickland, FS Kenny 
Woods 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Ole Miss could 
have a dynamic offense, with a promising, 
though inexperienced quarterback, a sta- 
ble of good runners and an experienced 


offensive line. Romaro Miller will make his 
share of mistakes, but he’s fun to watch 
throwing the football. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defensive 
line is still suspect and the linebacking 
corps is being completely rebuilt because 
of graduation losses. Ole Miss will again 
have to scratch and claw to hold up 
defensively. 

OVERVIEW: The Rebels have some talent, 
but it’s young talent. They'll have to keep 
Miller healthy, score a lot of points, and 
hope the defense gets better as the sea- 
son wears on. 
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EBELS*RECRUITING* 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH Scoot / Couece Name / Position HomETOWN Hick ScHoot / CouEece 


German BELLO OL 6-3, 310 Pampano Beach, FL Ely Kahlil NASH DE 6-3, 260 Harrisburg, PA Milford Academy 
Second-team All-County @ Two-way lineman @ Three-year letterman @ Two-year letterman in track @ Won Gridiron ranked No. 10 tight end nationally @ Third-team All-State @ Helped team to state championship # 
county championship in shot put. Had 100 tackles and 19 quarterback sacks as a senior # Four-year letterman in football and basketball. 
Justin BLAKE DE 6-4, 240 Selbyille, DE Indian River Mike SALTERS WR 61,190 Homestead, FL Homestead 
All-Conference @ As a senior, had 45 tackles, one interception, one fumble and three quarterbock Third-team All-State @ Second-team All-Dade County @ Had 90 receptions for 1,908 yards and 20 touch- 
hurries @ Four,yer leierman in fooball and baskelball @ All-Conference in basebok downs in final two seasons @ Three-year letterman in football and track # Won district ionship in 110- 

meter hurdles. 
Augustus CARWELL OL 6-3, 308 Fi. Lauderdale, FL Nova 
Second-team All-County Didn't give up any quarterback sacks as a senior @ Three-year letterman. Tevas SANFORD DB 5-11, 190 Batesville Northwest CC 

Honorable mention junior college All-State @ As a sophomore, had 27 solo tackles, six assists and 11 pass 
Chico CHANDLER RB/{B 62, 205 Houston Houston breakups @ Led team with five interceptions @ Helped prep team to 15-0 record and state championship 
PrepStar All-Region @ All-State @ As a senior, foal. 840 yore rsting on 125 carries and 11 touchdowns 
¢ Three-year letterman in football @ Two-year letierman in f Toward SANFORD RB 5-11, 205 Batesville South Panola 

Jackson Clarion-ledger Dixie Dozen @ All-State @ District Offensive Player of the Year @ Hod 4,272 career 
Ben CLAXTON C 6-4, 285 Dublin, GA Dublin rushing yards on 361 carries with 55 touchdowns @ Averaged 11.8 yards per carry @ As a senior, had 
All-Region @ All-State @ Helped team to state championship in 1994 @ Three-year in in football 1,798 yards rushing and 28 touchdowns. 
Two-year letterman in wrestling, 

Arthur SPEAR DB 6-1, 185 Kileen, TX Ellison 
Tim GALLAHAN GB 6-4, 230 Birmingham, AL Midfield Second team All-State All-District @ Helped team to consecutive district championships Had 302 career 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # PrepStar All-Region @ All-State @ Led feam to four consecu- tackles, three caused fumbles, eight fumble recoveries, four interceptions, 10 pass deflections and three 
five area championships @ Had 5,183 career passing yards and 51 touchdowns, completing 364 of 701 blocked kicks @ Had 133 tockles as a senior Three-year letterman in football and track. 
pass attempts # Four-year letterman in football @ Three-year letterman in baseball. 

Charles STACKHOUSE RB 6-3, 205 West Memphis, AR West Memphis 
Anthony JOHNSON RB/DE 6-3, 210 Houston Houston PrepStar All-American @ First Down Recruiting Arkansas Top 15 @ Two-time All-State # As a senior, had 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 @ All-State @ All-District # lpswtan xd Had 2,064 career rushing yards 926 yards rushing @ Had 87 tackles @ Had 1,657 yards rushing on 197 carries as a junior # Averaged 8.3 
on 243 carries with 37 touchdowns @ As a senior, scored 23 k s @ Had 28 tackles, including 16 yords per carry. 
behind the line # Two-year letterman in football # Four-year letterman in track. 

Eddie STRONG LB 6-3, 235 Batesville South Panola 
Desmon JOHNSON DB 5-10, 160 Seine: OK Okmulgee Parade All-American # Gatorade Mississippi Player of the Year @ Jackson Clarion-ledger Dandy Dozen 
All-State @ All-District @ Eastem Oklahoma Defensive Back of the Year # Had 80 tackles and four intercep- Had 132 tackles and 21 quarterback sacks as a senior # Had 456 career tackles @ Four-year letterman in 
tions as a senior # Had 164 career tackles, 10 interceptions and eight fumble recoveries @ Three-year lelter- football and basketball @ Averaged 25.8 points and 15 rebounds per game for basketball team. 
man in football and track @ Lettered in wrestling. 

Ifport pot Al Mato © As hod 22 yards Saree taehsines# al byte nd five 

LeRoy JOHNSON RB 61,170 Gul Gul ‘Metro @ As a senior, 932 passi nine Sl 6 ing and fi 
pars Clarion-Ledger Top 40 @ All-State @ As a senior, had 1,264 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns touchdowns @ Four-year letterman in footsall @ Three-year letterman in track. 
Had 3,000 career rushing yards @ Had five career interceptions and three kickoff retums for touchdowns # 
Averaged 20 points per game for basketball team. Syniker TAYLOR DB 6-2, 195 Gulfport Gulfport 

PrepStar All-Region @ Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dixie Dozen @ All-State Played wide receiver, wingback, 
Shawn JOHNSON LB 6-2, 220 Brewton, AL Northwest CC running back, defensive back and outside linebacker @ Had 864 yards rushing on 62 carries as a senior @ 
SuperPrep junior college Top 100 NJCAA honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ Led team in Had 35 career touchdowns Four-year letterman in football, basketball and track. 
tackles with 92, including 68 solo, as a freshman @ Had four quarterback sacks for 20 yards in losses @ 
Two-time prep All-State @ As a senior, had 154 tackles and eight quarterback sacks. Tyler WILLIAMS DL 6-3, 265 \ 

Junior AU Bicree Sel Eiieoh coteeme nen 2 cixelasken sagt Posteo Saerehy 
Yohrek JOHNSON DE 6-2, 224 Atlanta, GA Henry Grady Asa , had 112 tackles, 14 quarterback sacks, four interceptions and 2 ee bax hues @ 
All-Metro @ Had 162 tackles as a senior @ Had six caused fumbles in one gome ° These letlerman in Two-time prep All-State All-Conference @ All-South Jersey @ Three-year letterman in I. 
football @ Four-year letterman in baseball @ Two-year letterman in basketball. 

Doug ZEIGLER QB 6-4, 225 Wilmington, OH Wilmington 
Rashod MOULTON DB 5-11, 180 St. Petersburg, FL Lakewood Two-time All-league @ Four-year starter @ Had 3,178 career passing yards and 2,190 career rushing yards 
Third-team All-State @ Two-time All-Conference running back @ As a senior, averaged 7.9 yards per carry @ Had eight passing touchdowns and six rushing touchdowns as a senior @ As free safely, had 70 tackles, 
@ Had 12 receptions for 122 yards # Averaged 36.8 yards per kickoff return. including 22 solo, and four interceptions @ Four-year letterman in football. 


SCHEDULE 


RESULTS _ INDIVIDUAL STATS _ 


(8-4, 4-4) PASSING Sept. 5 Memphis 
= ot iS ER EES : : Att Comp Yarns Pct TD _ Int - —_— —_ -—__ 
24 Central Florida (OT) 23 Patridge «3522282667 648 12 7 Sept. 12 Auburn 
aT oa Miller 1 5 27 455 0 1 = : 
ee = RUSHING Sept. 19 — at Vanderbilt 
9 Auburn 19 NAME No Yaros AVG =x a ——— 
15. Vanderbilt ee Avery 166 8627 So 2rd abe RAT 
ee McAllister 94 M2 4331 4 7 i. 
17 Tennessee 31 Common a AV RZ IOL ENA IE SSSI Oct. 3 South Carolina 
—— —-—  — Red 4 TN the er a2 0 —— - 
36 LSU a 21 RECEIVING Oct. 10 at Alabama 
20 Alabama 29 NAME. N Yaros A ls 1D a eS. 
—— = au M _ 7 > 3 Oct. 24 Arkansas State 
19 Arkansas ee aan ee ek | 
Al Tulane 24 Rone i838 Ea nl © ee ee: Oct. 31 LSU 
— SS 51 Siams 147, 60 aT — 
14 Georgia 21 Nov. 7 — atArkansas 
15 Mississippi State 14 % and 79; Wayne 79; ,. Nov. 21 at Georgia 
Motor City BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Jones, W. 3; Griffin 3; Strickland 2. / e 
QB Sacks: Harrison 5.5; Boone 4; Burgess 2; Scott 2; Gates 2. SWS es 
34 Marshall 31 || teas Fr ee Raga Mle Wane Nov. 28 Mississippi State 
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in the film room and on the practice field. He has done all those 
things. Now, it’s just of matter of him getting game experience 
and knowing he has players around him. He doesn’t have to lean 
on his arm and force the ball in there.” 

For a school rich in quarterback tradition, Miller could poten- 
tially take his place among the best. His tight spirals would make 
Archie Manning and Jake Gibbs smile. 

“This is a school that needed a guy like Romaro Miller to 
come at this time,” Tuberville said. “We had a lot to offer him, 
because our staff knows a lot about the passing game.” 

Ole Miss offensive coordinator Noel Mazzone has often said 
it has been his experience that a quarterback makes the greatest 
improvement from the time he has played to the following sea- 
son. If that’s true, Miller should be something as a junior. 

For now, the Rebels just want to see Miller rely on his offen- 
sive line and his backs and make the throws in short-yard situa- 
tions when the defense can’t load up for him. 

Miller won't have breakaway threat John Avery as an option 
in the backfield this fall. But with power runner Deuce McAllister, 


veteran Tony Cannion, heralded freshman Charles Stackhouse and 


speedster Joe Gunn — who redshirted in 1997 — the Rebels 
should be able to establish a competent running game. . 

McAllister became a hero in the Motor City Bowl. He was a 
workhorse on the game-winning drive and scored the go-ahead 
touchdown on a one-yard dive with 31 seconds left. When the 
Rebels need the tough yards going north and south, the 210- 
pound sophomore is the man in the spotlight. 

McAllister and Co., will run behind an experienced offensive 
line. Sophomore left guard Terrence Metcalf is a star in the mak- 
ing, and center Matt Luke is rock-steady as the traffic cop up 
front. Sophomore Keydrick Vincent, down from 360 pounds to 
330, steps in as the fulltime right guard, with Tutan Reyes and 
Todd Wade at the tackle spots. 

Ole Miss has one of the nation’s best tight ends in junior 
Rufus French, an All-SEC performer. 

“Everybody knows Rufus can catch the football, but he has 
also improved as a blocker, which he needed to,” Tuberville said. 

Miller's set of receivers includes 6-3 split end Grant Heard 


and flanker Cory Peterson. Heard doesn’t have great speed, but is 


rangy and catches the ball well over the middle and on fade 
routes against shorter cornerbacks. 

Peterson's hands are so good he appears to have velcro on 
his fingertips. He’s the guy who broke Mississippi State’s heart 
with a two-point conversion catch that proved to be the differ- 
ence in a 15-14 Rebel win last November in Starkville. 

The Rebels run a lot of receivers on and off the field, and 
players such as Ken Lucas and Sheldon Morris are expected to 
be heavily involved in the passing game. At the end of spring, 
the status of projected starting slotback Robert Reed was 
unknown. Reed was suspended during spring practice for acade- 
mic and disciplinary reasons. His status was to be reviewed over 
the summer. 

“Offensively, we'll have to be lucky with injuries and 
our young quarterback will have to grow up in a hurry,” 
Tuberville said. 

Defensively, the Rebels will stay with a 4-3 basic set and 
hope they can replenish a starting linebacker unit that was wiped 
out by graduation. 

“We want to identify six linebackers we feel comfortable with 
before our first ballgame,” Ole Miss defensive coordinator Art 
Kaufman said. “We're not there yet. 

“We can replace the three senior starters from last year in 
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FREE SAFETY TIM STRICKLAND HAS MOVED TO RIGHT CORNERBACK. 
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terms of physical ability. But | don’t know that we can immedi- 
ately replace their productivity because they played with great 
anticipation and awareness.” 

Lettermen Armegis Spearman and Al Rice are expected to 
lead the linebacking corps, and prize recruit Eddie Strong, a 
Parade All-American, could figure quickly into Kaufman's plans. 
Ronnie Heard, a 97 strong safety, and Alishma Alexander, a 
‘97 running back, have moved to linebacker to augment a sus- 
pect position. 

Ole Miss still doesn’t have a dominating defensive lineman, 
but junior college transfer Kendrick Clancy could give the team a 
lift, especially against the run. 

“Kendrick was the surprise of the spring,” Tuberville said of 
the 265-pound junior, who will be used at defensive tackle. 

Other defensive linemen who could make an impact include 
ends Morris Scott, Derrick Burgess and Robert Gates. Burgess 
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Pos. Class Hr. Wt, HomeTown No. NAME Pos. Ciass Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN 
90 Wich Boker DL ik 63 285 Gemontown,IN 24 Ken Lucas WR So 61 193 Cleveond 
“56 Erk Beeman 1B St 1205 NewOrleans, LA 50 Mat luke CS 62 25 Gulpot 
81 Adam Betis TE kk 62 280 Sherwood, AR 27 Aathony Mogee FS So 60 175 Collins 
& Pou Bolden OS 64 260 Edion,N) 2 DeuceMcAlister TB So. 61210 Moron 
“62 NichadlBoore ==sDLSsr, = 4285. WestHelena, AR 58 Brent McDowell CS 510 180 BotehIN 
56 DarckBuges —dDL_—« So. 63252 Riverdale, MD 72. John McGorvey OL Fr 64 310 Fowery Bmch, GA 
33 Tony Comin TB Sr_—S10._ 190 Melbourne, FL 49 John Meeks Bo 58 175 Wolut 
94 luke Chamblee TE Fr 62210 Jackson 79 Terence Mecof OL So 63 302 Clrkdole 
15 Converse Chelis KK fr 57 155  Summenvile, SC 11 Romaro Miler GB So &1 190 Shannon 
96 Kendrick Clancy DL 62 265 Tcdoosa, AL 86 Sheldon Mortis WR ok 510 165 Jacksomvlle, 
80 Shawn Clark WR fr 511165 HollySprings ——52._daie Nich DL Fr 1 262 Philadephia 
2% lesonClingn WR or] 190 Pontotoc "54 Jason Partin BF G1 21) Zachary IA 
“25 utinColemon DB Fr_~—«S-10. 170 Cohmbus, GA 7 MerkeePeonon DB ofr SI 167 Orod 
“Ad Chod Cook iB So 60 225 Calhoun Ciy 55 David Peden Ol of  &1 250. Nashville, IN 
48 Ben Craddock PS 60190 McComb 87 Chorke Perkins CS 62 20 Min 
45. Tom Davis GBS 60 175 Boteile «85. CryPeteron = WR k= &:2 195 Germantown, IN 
89 BenDunhon WR Fr 62185 Hull, AL 34 Lelond Pres! TRF 58 186 Brentwood,N 
“59 Shane Elm LB So 2230 Covington, IN 1 Malt Quick K Fe 58185 Cordova, IN 
70 Joey Embry OL ok 6S 300 Bree 8 Reber Reed GBS 1205 Brandon 
84 Comone Fisher DL 62280 Houston, IX 76 Tuan Reyes Ok 63 WS Cues, NY 
9) Rufus French TE) dr OM 205 Awory 80 AlRice Bok 61 210 Hetiesburg 
39 Stevan Fre $$ fr 57 165 Covington A & BrodeyRobinon —CB_—«Sa.—«59 «175. Union, IN 
51 DenielGalowy DL So. G4 215 Ponloke “43 Antone Sot DL So 62 232. Memphis, IN 
99 Robert Gates DL & 62 285 Decatr,GA 95 NorisScot DL StS G2 240 Levine 
17, Correy Gex BS 61 200 Bay Si. lovis 32 Anthony Sims DL fr 63.230. Memphis, IN 
35 Korey Groham BS 57 165 Corton 84 Bil Sn K fr 60175 Ripley, IN 
“68. Shone Grice OL So 62 310 Shannon 96 Mich Seta To 65 230. Bix 
28 be Gunn fr «S10 196 Amory 4 JfSmh = GBs, 2 «185 Hatiesburg 
74 Mike Homilon OL FF G1 256 Teo 37 SeotSmth HB) 63185 Woh 
88 Grant Heord WR kk 63 190 Lake Jockson, TX 4 AnmegisSpeorman 1B ir 62 240 Brace 
2. Ronnie Heard Bk 63200 Loke lockson, TK 3 Tinchy Sticlond FS e510 190 Memphis, IN 
13. Joke Hil oF 61 175 Twp 97 Beed Synnct OL Fr 62 260 Houston, IX 
10, Wel il B ok 511 195 Oxkord 38 Gay Thigpen Gr 57.15. ded 
75 Andy Horn OL So 63 280 Clinen 73 KeyhickVincent = OL SoS 345 Bartow 
93 Walker Hunsicher = DL So. 1232 Onbord 71 Todd Wode Ok 67 25 loko 
53. Rickey Jones BF 61 200 ‘Holondde “AL QuineyWasingon Lk 62-220 Pascagoula 
13 Donald Juneau K fr 510 163 Dophne, AL 45 Amie Wiliams 1B So 61215 Phidedephia 
65° John Keih O fr 62 285 Moorevile 81 John Wiliomson = WR So 59 180 Noshile, N 
65 BobbyKiion = Cok 215 Crowley, X 64 G.Davis Wikon O & 59 213 PokKY 
16 ReognKing ss Psa G33 Adem 12. Kernelh Woods @® ok 62 205 Grenada 
57. Trerton King OL S 63 290 Helena, AR 47 Treet Wight SS k S11 185 Mobile, AL 
82. Mat Koon “TE Fr 65 24) Myle ~———=—_—Roskerand depth chart sbjed fo change. —_ 


1998 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Romaro Miller, So/Jeff Smith, Jr 


SB Sheldon Morris, Je/ Bradley Robinson, So 


le Derrick Burgess, So*/Morris Scott, Sr 
LT Antionne Scott, So/Mitch Baker, Jr 


TB Deuce McAllister, So/Joe Gunn, Fr : 
FL Cory Peterson, Jr*/Ken Lucas, So 
SE Grant Heard, Jr*/Jason Clingan, Jr 


RT Kendrick Clancey, Jr/Michael Boone, Jr* 


RE Robert Gates, Sr/Anthony Sims, Fr 
SLB Walt Hill, Jr/Ronnie Heard, Jr* 


TE Rufus French, Jr*/Matt Koon, Fr 
iT ‘Tutan Reyes, Jr/Andy Horton, So ra 
iG Terrence Metcalf, So*/John Keith, Fr — ae 
(= Matt Luke, Sr*/Charlie Perkins, an ——T 
RG Keydrick Vincent, So* /John McGarvey, Fr 


MLB Armegis Spearman, Jr/Chad Cook, So 
WIBAlRice,Jr/ShaneElam,So. 
CB Gary Thigpen, Sr*/Justin Coleman, Fr 

CB oTim Strickland, Je*/Trent Wright, Jr 


ss Anthony Magee, So/Markee Pearson, Fr 


"RT Todd Wade, Jr*/Joey Embry, Jr 


PK Donald Juneau, Fr/Converse Chellis, Fr ——a 


| FS — Kenny Woods, Jr/Stewart Fresh, Fr 
P Reagan King, So*/Ben Craddock, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


espite losing speedy tailback John 

Avery, a first-round draft pick of 

the Miami Dolphins, Ole Miss is 
confident it will have a strong running 
game in 1998. 

Tailbacks Deuce McAllister, Joe 
Gunn and Tony Cannion all looked good 
in the spring. McAllister, a 215-pound 
north-south runner who powered 
through Marshall on the winning touch- 
down drive in the Motor City Bowl, is 
expected to start, with Gunn and Can- 
nion in reserve. 

“Last year, we had the smaller backs 
that were more sideline to sideline,” 
coach Tommy Tuberville said. “This 
year, we've got bigger backs. There’s no 
reason why all of them can’t have a great 
year.” 

¢ Defensive ends Morris Scott and 
Derrick Burgess, who missed all of spring 
practice because of injuries, are expected 
to be 100 percent for fall workouts. The 
Rebels did not find a bona fide No. 2 
quarterback in spring drills. Incoming 
freshmen Tim Gallahan and Doug Zei- 
gler will have a chance to compete for 
the No. 2 spot behind Romaro Miller. 
Miller quarterbacked for both teams in a 
rain-plagued Ole Miss spring game. 
Throwing the ball in deplorable condi- 
tions, he was nine of 26 with the first- 
team offense and three of nine with the 
second-team offense. Ole Miss did not 
allow the defense to hit Miller all spring. 

¢ The Rebels’ stadium expansion is 
expected to be completed in time for the 
home-opener against Memphis on Sept. 
5. The $13 million project will increase 
capacity from just over 42,000 to just 
over 50,000. 

* Offensive lineman Joey Embry 
came back strong in the spring after 
missing the 1997 season because of 
back surgery. Embry is not projected as a 
starter, but is expected to be a contribu- 
tor on an experienced offensive line. 

¢ Coming out of spring practice, 
sophomore walk-on Donald Juneau had 
emerged as the leading candidate to win 
the placekicking job. Reagan King and 
Ben Craddock will compete for the punt- 
ing duties in fall workouts. King emerged 
as the Rebel punter the latter half of the 
1997 season. 

— Robert Falkoff 
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THERE ARE BIGGER, STRONGER OFFENSIVE 
LINEMEN THAN OLE MISS’ MATT LUKE. 
BUT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO 
FIND ANYONE TOUGHER. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 


showed promise with his quickness 
last year, but was undersized as a defen- 
sive tackle. 

The 252-pound Burgess was moved 
outside in the spring and could surface as 
a consistent sack threat. 

In the secondary, Ole Miss is raving 
about the potential of junior college trans- 
fer Kenny Woods, who will start at free 
safety. At 6-2, 205 pounds, he’s fast, 
rangy and a hitter. The Reb coaches were 
so impressed by Woods in the spring that 
they were willing to move free safety Tim 
Strickland to right cornerback. Senior Gary 
Thigpen, who will wear the Chucky 
Mullins’ No. 38 jersey, rotates from right 
corner to left corner. Sophomore Anthony 
Magee and redshirt freshman Justin Cole- 
man are also expected to get a lot of time 
in the secondary. 

Ole Miss had a shaky kicking game 
last year, with four missed extra points 
and only a 50 percent mark (nine of 18) 
on field goals. A couple of redshirt fresh- 
men, Donald Juneau and Converse 
Chellis, are battling for the field goal job. 


Matt Luke Is the Indispensible Rebel 


linemen than Ole Miss’ Matt Luke. 
But it would be difficult to find 
anyone tougher. 

When the Rebels played Arkansas on 
a chilly night in Oxford last November, 
the Ole Miss center insisted on being in 
the lineup despite a 103-degree fever. 

He spent his pregame hours in an Oxford 
hospital, then used a police escort to 
arrive at Vaught-Hemingway Stadium for 
the opening kickoff. 

“The game was on Thursday night,” 
Luke ae “| just kept telling myself that 
if | could oe it through that game, I‘d 
have a lot of time to rest before we had 
to play again.” 

In the regular-season finale against 
Mississippi State, the 6-2, 265-pound 
Luke reed knee ligament damage 
during the first half. In heroic fashion, 
he hobbled through the second half 
and helped Ole Miss emerge with a 
dramatic 15-14 victory. 

Luke, one of only a handful of 
seniors on this year’s Rebel team, is 
perhaps the closest thing Ole Miss has 


[ice are bigger, stronger offensive 


to an indispensible player. With young 
guards Terrence Metcalf and Keydrick 
Vincent on each side of him, Luke 
makes the line calls and identifies 
fronts, making sure the offensive line is 
in harmony. 

“Terrence and Keydrick are two 
guys who could some day play in the 
NFL,” Luke said. “They’re so big and 
talented. If | can help get them in posi- 
tion to hit the right people, they'll take 
care of the rest.” 

Luke has started since his sopho- 
more year. He finally had knee surgery 
after the Motor City Bowl and sat out 
spring drills. When fall rolls around, 
he'll i ready to do whatever he can 
to keep the Ole Miss program on 
the upswing. 

“Our seniors did so much to keep 
this football team headed in the right 
direction last year,” Luke said. “Those 
of us moving up to become seniors feel 
a responsibility to follow that lead. The 
a os and players have worked so 
hard to overcome probation, and we 
don’t want to let it slip now.” O 


Juneau was slightly ahead coming out of 
spring practice. 

Sophomore Reagan King returns as 
the punter, and Lucas, the team’s fastest 


AST YEAR’S 

SUCCESS WAS LIKE A 

VITAMIN-B SHOT FOR 
THIS PROGRAM,” TUBERVILLE SAID. 
“IF WE CAN MAINTAIN THAT INA 
YEAR WHEN OUR SENIOR NUMBERS 


ARE DOWN, IT WILL ONLY MEAN 


THIS PROGRAM IS IN GREAT SHAPE 
FOR THE FUTURE.” 


receiver, will have an opportunity to 
return kickoffs. 

“Nobody gave us a chance of winning 
five games last year, much less go toa 


bowl game,” Tuberville said. “It shows 
what you can do if you put your mind to it 
and play as a team. 

“We want to continue to stay in 
the Top 25 and go to a bowl. We'd also 
like to continue moving up toward possi- 
bly being a deciding factor in our (West- 
em Division) race. We were only a few 
plays away from being in a position to 
win the West last year. But then, so 
was everybody.” 

Ole Miss drops Tennessee and 
picks up South Carolina on its conference 
schedule. On paper, that would appear 
to be a plus. The opening two games, 
against Memphis and Auburn, are at 
home where Miller will have a chance 
to put his early stamp on the team in 
friendly surroundings. 

“Last year's success was like a Vita- 
min-B shot for this program,” Tuberville 
said. “If we can maintain that in a year 
when our senior numbers are down, it will 
only mean this program is in great shape 
for the future.” 

— Robert Falkoff 
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f Mississippi State learned anything 
from last year’s bittersweet 7-4 sea- 


son, it’s this: 

When they play to their potential, the 
Bulldogs can beat just about anybody on 
their schedule ... but ... they're still not 
good enough to play poorly and win. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULLDOGS 


is what winning at Alabama and at 
Auburn did for the returning players. 

“We finally have a nucleus of players 
who have lined up and beaten some good 
people,” Sherrill said. “That's a very big 
confidence booster. It also works the 
other way, too. The people we're playing 


important position to be good enough 
offensively to compete in the SEC. 

“The quarterback,” Sherrill said, “has 
to be a better player. The quarterback has 
to be more productive.” 

As good as Johnson was last year, he 
could not carry the Bulldogs by himself. 


Bulldogs Learn From Late Disappointments 


That point was driven home in the 
final half of the season. After big wins at 
Auburn and Alabama put them in position 
to win their first-ever Southeastern Con- 
ference Western Division title, the Bull- 
dogs fell flat in the final two games, losing 
to underdogs Arkansas and Ole Miss. 

Not only did State fail to win the West, 
it also played itself out of bowl contention. 

The depression didn’t last long. By the 
time spring practice began, the Bulldogs 
had decided to use that sour ending as a 
motivator for 1998, 

With 15 starters back, including nine 
on offense, State’s players and coaches 
say this year’s team could be as good or 
better than last year’s. And with the dis- 
appointment of the Arkansas and Ole 
Miss games still fresh in their minds, this 
year's team should be better prepared 
mentally to play each game. 

“| believe we established something we 
could build on,” said tailback J.J. Johnson. 
“We never quit. Sometimes we went into 
games unprepared, but we never gave up. 
The guys believed in each other. If we can 
go into next season building on that, | think 
we can have another good season if we stick 
together and work hard.” 

Coach Jackie Sherrill, who enters his 
eighth season at State with a new, four- 
year contract, says the talent is there to be 
good again. 

Said Sherrill: “This might be our best 
team at Mississippi State.” 

What Sherrill liked best about last year 


LINEBACKER BARRIN SIMPSON WAS LAST 
YEAR’S SECOND-LEADING TACKLER. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


know we can beat them, too.” 

Mental preparation, however, can 
take a team only so far. 

Sherrill also knows the Bulldogs must 
get better in some areas if they hope to 
equal or improve on last year’s record. 

For one thing, the schedule is tougher 
than it was last year, when for the first time 
ever State played seven home games. 

State again avoids Tennessee and 
Florida, but this year the Bulldogs play just 
five home games, and after opening at 
home against Vanderbilt, they play the 
next three and five of the next seven on 
the road. 

The Bulldogs have some big-play 
makers to replace on defense. And 
although State returns four offensive line- 
men and a 1,000-yard rusher in Johnson, 
the Bulldogs must improve at the most 


at a glance 


Quarterback Matt Wyatt was good at times, 
but he wasn’t nearly consistent enough to 
pull the Bulldogs through some crucial situa- 
tions. He was the worst-rated QB among 
SEC regulars, completed just 45 percent of 
his passes, threw for just six touchdowns 
and was intercepted 15 times. 

Sherrill and offensive coordinator Lynn 
Amedee changed the passing game in 
the spring. In an effort to take pressure off 
Wyatt and utilize the strengths of tight 
ends Reggie Kelly, John Jennings and Ter- 
rence McCaskey, the Bulldogs have 
implemented more of a short passing 
game, with the quarterback throwing on 
sprint-outs and off of play-action. 

Wyatt enters the fall as the starter, but 
right behind him is Wayne Madkin, a red- 
shirt freshman who made big strides in 
the spring. Sherrill said signee Brandon 


BULLDOGS 


1997: 7-4 Overall; 4-4 SEC (Tie/3rd West) 

COACH: Jackie Sherrill — At Mississippi 
State: 41-37-2, 7 years; Overall: 146-82-4, 
20 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: (5; 9 Offense, 
4 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 13J.J. Johnson, 
FL Kevin Prentiss, TE Reggie Kelly, C Eric 
Allen, LB Barrin Simpson, DT Alvin McKin- 
ley, CB Kendall Roberson, PK Brian Hazel- 
wood, P Jeff Walker 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Four starters 
sc on the offensive line, and 1,000- 


yard rusher J.J. Johnson is lighter, stronger 
and quicker than last year. On defense, 
the Bulldogs are more experienced and 
should have better depth than last year. 
The kicking game is sound. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The quarter- 


back situation is shaky and the defense lost 
its top three big-play makers from last year. 


OVERVIEW: If the Bulldogs get improved 


play at quarterback and find a few “stars” 
on defense, they could equal or improve 
on last year's record. 
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ULLEDOGS*RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 


Robert BEAN DB 62,185 Decatur, GA Georgia Miliory College 
J.C. Gridwire All-American @ Ranked No. 30 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep @ Had junior col- | 
lege-leading 12 interceptions as a sophomore @ Had six blocked kicks and 14 pass deflections. 


Won BILUE LB 63,215 Philadelphia Choctaw Central 
Rated No. 76 player in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Second-team All-State @ As a senior, had 60 tackles and seven 
quarterback sacks Had 12 receptions for 250 yards and three touchdowns @ Member of basketball team. 


Darius BROWN DL 6-0, 280 Amory Itawamba CC 

Junior college honorable mention All-State @ Had 59 tackles and two quarterback sacks as a + 
USA Today honorable mention prep All-American @ Helped team to consecutive state championships Had 
394 career tackles, 21 quarterback sacks and 76 quarterback hurries. } 


Brandon BUTLER GB 
Ranked No. 18 


6-2, 202 Kenner, LA De La Salle 
r in Lovisiana by First Down Recruiting News @ Rated No. 9 quarterback in Southeast by 
The Collegiate F Experts @ As a senior, completed 112 of 238 posses for 1,831 yards. 


Shawn BYRDSONG DB 5-10, 165 Longview, TX Longview 
USA Today honorable mention All-State @ SuperPrep ranked No. 39 player in Texas @ Second-team All-State 
@ Three-year starter @ Had 37 receptions for 603 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior . 


Nick FLOYD LB/FB 61, 200 Pontotoc Pontotoc 
Honorable mention All-State @ As a senior, had 1,052 yards rushing and 18 touchdowns @ Had 80 tackles, 
four quarterback sacks, two caused fumbles and one interception. 


Julius GRIFFITH DB 5-10, 170 Magee Magee 
| Helped team fo state chompionship @ Had 10 career interceptions, including six as a junior. 
Justin GRIFFITH RB 61,225 Mogee | 


USA Today honorable mention AltAmerican @ Rated No. 2 fullback in Southeast by The Collegiate Football 
Experts @ Ranked No. 73 player in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 8 player in Mississippi by First Down 
Recruiting News @ All-State @ Had 25 consecutive games with 100 or more yards rushing. 


Mario HAGGAN DL 6-3, 265 Clarksdale Clarksdale 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State Helped team to state championship. 


Carl HUTCHINS OL isi 295 Alani, pate. Forest Park 
First Down Recruiting News ranked No. 43 player in Georgia @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Georgia Top 50 # 
All-County Three-year starter # Graded 87 percent on blocking ‘assignments as a senior. 


Nathan JACKSON DE 6-4, 215 Jackson Florence 
All-District  All-Metro @ Selected to play in Mississippi-Alaboma All-Star Game @ As a senior, had 150 tackles | 
cand seven quarterback sacks @ Four-year letterman in track and basketball | 


Roel Ne 12 vile esha n Sooke by The Coogee Foot Exper Rana N11 player 
No. 12 wide receiver in Southeast Collegiate Fe + No. 101 in Dixie 
Eprints ad ieee artelnirtes ates peste Bik onus colton caeh’ 

Kelvin LOVE QB 6-4, 190 Clarksdale Coahoma CC | 


Rated No. 20 junior college player in Mississippi by Jackson Clarion-Ledger @ Twortime All-State # Completed 
88 of 211 passes for 1,227 yards and six touchdowns as a sophomore @ Prep team Most Valuable Player. | 


SizE HOMETOWN Hich Scuoot / Couece 


Alvin McKINLEY DL 65, 285 McCool Holmes CC 
J.C. Gridwire All-American @ Ranked No. 12 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 1 
junior college player in Mississippi by Jockson Clarion-ledger @ As a sophomore, had 100 tackles, including 
26 for losses @ As prep senior, had 49 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks and two fumble recoveries. 


Nane / Position 


Dicenzo MILLER RB 5-10, 185 Weir Weir 

USA Today Mississippi Player of the Year @ Ranked No. 3 athlete in Southeast by The Collegiate Football 
Experts @ Rated No. 4] player in Southeast by SuperPrep @ Orlando Sentinel All-Southem @ Ranked No. 12 
player in Mississippi by First Down Recruiting News @ Mississippi all-time leader in touchdowns scored. 


Marco MINOR WR 6-3, 200 Natchez Natchez 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 88 player in Southeast by SuperPrep # Ranked No. | 
9 player in Mississippi by First Down Recruiting News @ Second-team All-State. 

| Edward PRATHER RB 6-1, 185 Foner Falkner 


ay LAs hater nbsitnd att he No. 1 defensive back in yeaah: eral 
Experts  R No, 39 in Dixie by SuperPrep @ First Down Recruiling News No, 3 player in 
Bobby PRESSLEY LB 63, 225 Boynton Beach, FL Butler County CC 

National Blue Chip Report junior college All-American @ AllJayhawk Conference @ As a sophomore, hod 77 
tackles, 10 tackles for losses and 11 quarterback sacks @ Prep third-team All-State @ All-District 


Kenny SEARS DL 6-4, 250 Monigomery, AL 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep ranked No. 84 
defensive lineman in Southeast by The Collegiate Football Experts  Birming 
Alabama ¢@ Alabama Sportswriters Defensive Player of the Year . 


Kevin SUANSKY OL 63,275 Kaly, Tx Kaly 
| All-District @ Helped team to state championship @ Deep snapper # Two-year letterman @ Lettered in track , 


lee 
nationally @ Rated No, 27 
News ranked No. 9 player in 


apis ees kept oe 34 
No. 63 player in Southeast by SuperPrep # Ranked No. 18 player in Tennessee by First Down Recruiting 
News @ Had 40 receptions for 664 yards and six touchdowns as a senior # Had four interceptions, 


| Conner STEPHENS DE 6-5, 235 Ackerman Ackerman 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 33 player in Southeast by SuperPrep @ Ranked No. 
7 player in Mississippi by First Down Recruiting News @ All-State @ Hod 14 receptions and five touchdowns. 


Dorius TUBBS WR 6-2, 180 Bessemer, AL Lanier 
All-State @ Helped team fo stale championship game # Had 54 receptions for 872 yards and 10 touchdowns 
as a senior @ As a junior, hod 18 receptions for 29.2-yard average and four s. 


Kyle WALLACE OL 67,294 Magee Simpson Academy 

First Down Recruiting News rated No. 22 player in Mississippi Jackson Clarion-Ledger All-State Two-time 
All-State by Mississippi Private School Association @ As a senior, graded 89 percent on blocking assignments @ 
Had 98 tackles, including 10 for losses, and three fumble recoveries. | 


James WHITE WR 6-3, 190 New Orleans, LA De La Salle 
Ranked No, 30 player in Louisiana by First Down Recruiting News @ Hod 40 receptions for 570 yards and four 
touchdowns as a senior @ As a junior, had 27 receptions for 600 yards and eight touchdowns. 


RESULTS 
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MATT WYATT ENTERS THE FALL AS THE STARTER, BUT RIGHT 
BEHIND HIM IS WAYNE MADKIN, A REDSHIRT FRESHMAN 
WHO MADE BIG STRIDES IN THE SPRING. 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


Butler will also get an extensive look during two-a-days. 

Amedee said Madkin, who is faster and more mobile than 
Wyatt, “adds a dimension that we didn’t have a year ago.” 
Added Amedee: “He can run and get outside some and still 
throw the ball down field.” 

How serious is Sherrill about wanting his quarterbacks to be 
more mobile? 

He hired a new graduate assistant to work with the quarter- 
backs in the fall. His name is Bond, John Bond. State fans remem- 
ber his as a carefree, reckless QB who ran the Wishbone for the 
Bulldogs from 1980-83. Sherrill sees him as a guy who can teach 
his quarterbacks how to throw on the run. 

“There are things you can work on to make yourself more elu 
sive,” Bond said. “You can learn to know when the pocket is col- 
lapsing and when to give it up. And something | did really well 
was throw on the run. | can help them become more mobile.” 

Sherrill said he isn’t asking Wyatt (or whoever wins the QB 
battle in the fall) to win games by himself. 

“The most productive quarterback in this league last year, for 
his team's offense, was Herb Tyler at LSU,” Sherrill said. “He beat 
people by throwing the football and running the option and not 
throwing interceptions.” 

During State’s four-game winning streak in the middle of last 
season, Wyatt completed better than 50 percent of his passes, 
threw for four TDs and was intercepted just once. In the other 
seven games, he threw a total of two TD passes and averaged 
two interceptions per game. Not surprisingly, State lost four of 
those seven. 


Wyatt knows what he did wrong — and right. He said he 
worked hard in the spring to learn what Amedee and Sherrill 
want from him, then worked even harder in the summer to 
implement the changes. 

“Nobody will put more pressure on me than | put on myself,” 
Wyatt said. “Especially after you have a season you're not even 
close to satisfied with. If you're any kind of competitor at all, what 
you want to do is prove to yourself and everybody else that you 
can do better. 

“The way I look at it is what the Lord wants me to do is give 
everything I've got, and if things work out for me, that’s fine. But 
if somebody can do the job better than me, it only makes our 
team better and that’s what we need.” 

While the QB situation is somewhat unsettled, the rest of the 
offense is set. 

State will once again be a run-oriented team, with Johnson at 
tailback and Dennis McKinley at fullback. 

Center Eric Allen, guards Randy Thomas and Craig Moore, 
and tackle Anthony Kapp are returning starters. Kapp has moved 
from left to right tackle, where he replaces departed Robert Hicks 
and was pushed in the spring by junior college signee Wes Shiv- 
ers. Pork Chop Womack, who got a few snaps last year as a fresh- 
man behind Hicks, is now the left tackle. And Sherrill says he’s a 
good one. 

“Unless I'm wrong, and I haven't been wrong that much, 
Womack will be in the next league,” Sherrill said. 

State has three quality tight ends in Kelly, Jennings and 
McCaskey. Wide receiver Kevin Cooper, who limped through last 
season on a reconstructed knee, expects to be 100 percent this 
fall. Another key for the passing game will be if flanker Kevin 
Prentiss, who was hurt much of last year, can stay healthy. 

The Bulldogs have adequate depth on the line and at wide 
receiver, and should be OK behind Johnson and McKinley in the 
backfield with the addition of junior college transfer Rod Gibson 
and three of Mississippi's top high school running backs from last 
fall, Justin Griffith, Dicenzo Miller and Edward Prather. 

Defensively, a big key will be finding players to replace line- 
backer Greg Favors, safety Eric Brown and cornerback Izell McGill. 
That trio made a ton of big plays over the last two years, during 
which time State’s defense improved, statistically, from 12th to 
eighth to fourth in SEC total defense. 

“We don't have great players, but we're going to have a lot 
of good players,” said defensive coordinator Joe Lee Dunn. “I 
think you can win ballgames with lots of good players who play 
together, but the thing is we've got to find somebody who can 
make some big plays.” 

One candidate: Linebacker Barrin Simpson, last year’s sec- 
ond-leading tackler. Another: Alvin McKinley, an incoming line- 
man who was considered by some publications last year to be the 
top junior college defensive tackle in the country. 

Dunn said McKinley will play noseguard or tackle, depending 
on where he's most needed. 

State played a 4-2-5 alignment last season, using five defen- 
sive backs. Dunn has switched to a more conventional 5-2-4 look 
this fall. 

Simpson is one of the linebackers. Bert Keys was No. | at the 
other spot in the spring, but will be pushed this fall by Jamaal 
Dinkins and Edward Yeates. Dinkins could wind up at end, proba- 
bly the biggest area of concern defensively going into two-a- 
days. The starters there coming out of fall were Larry Campbell 
and Cornell Menafee. Both have been in the program for awhile, 
but neither is a proven starter. 
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ISSISSIPPI'STAT 


BULLDGOS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


No. NAME 


Pos, Ciass Ht. Wr. 


53 ric Allen C S& 6&5 288 WelrVoley 20. Reb Knight (Book 62 214 ErdN 

80 lorenzo Amsteod e510. 175. Howson, X "9 WameModin Bf 65205 Hunbvile, Al 
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“3A Trey Bekher fl =k 63 197 Germantown, TN 9 Dennis McKinley B Sr 62 231 Weir 

83 Wichoel Bender SN So. 63.200 Hammond, LA 70 Mot McRae OL So 64 315 Ahes,GA 
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1998 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Matt Wyatt, Jr*/Wayne Madkin, Fr 


Cornell Menatee, Jr/Edward Smith, Sr = 


TB J.J. Johnson, Sr*/Chris Rainey, Jr 


John Hilliard, Jr/Ellis Wyms, So 


FB Dennis McKinley, Sr/Rod Gibson, Jr 


WR Lchitia Grant, Sr/Kevin Cooper, Sr 


Alvin McKinley, Jr/Kenwoynne Smith, Sr 


Kevin Sluder, Jr/Darius Brown, Jr 


FL Kevin Prentiss, Sr*/Matt Butler, Jr RE Larry Campbell, Sr/Rob Knight, Jr 

TE Reginald Kelly, Sr/John Jennings, Sr* iB Barrin Simpson, Jr*/Jamaal Dinkins, So 

LT Pork Chop Womack, So/Tron Thomas, So 1B. Bert Keys, Sr/Edward Yeates, = 

iG Craig Moore, Sr*/ Stoney Price, Sr* E cB Anthony Derricks, Sr*/Adesola Badon, Sr 
se Eric Allen, sr°/: Stoney Price, Sr ~ cB Kendall Roberson, Jr*/Kenzaki Jones, Jr 
RG Randy Thomas, Sr*/Michael Fair, So SS Tim Nelson, Jr* /Eugene Clinton, So 

RT — Anthony Kapp, Sr*/Wes Shivers, Jr FS _Eric Daniel, Sr/Ashley Cooper, Jr 


PK Brian Hazelwood, Sr*/Jeff Walker, Jr 
—— 


Jeff Walker, Jr* 


SPRING UPDATE 


mproved play at quarterback was the 

No. 1 goal of spring practice. The 

coaches say the Bulldogs made some 
strides in that area, but it wasn’t all 
because of quarterbacks Matt Wyatt, 
Wayne Madkin and Rob Morgan. 

The receivers got better, too. Included 
in that group: Kevin Cooper, a big-name 
junior college signee two years ago who 
hobbled through last season on one leg 
(because of knee surgery the year before) 
and caught just three balls. 

Cooper appeared to be fully recov- 
ered in the spring, which should give the 
Bulldogs a potential big-play maker in the 
fall. 

“Cooper was the surprise of the 
spring,” offensive coordinator Lynn 
Amedee said. “He was not hampered like 
he was last year on his cuts.” 

Cooper said even though he was only 
about “70 percent” last fall, he did learn 
from his first year of Division I ball. 

“What I learned is that if I’m 100 per- 
cent I can be really good in the SEC,” 
Cooper said. 

With Cooper healthy, Amedee says 
the Bulldogs have five returning wide 
receivers they can count on: Cooper, 
Kevin Prentiss, Lahitia Grant, Matt Butler 
and Trey Belcher. 

¢ Bert Keys moved into the linebacker 
spot vacated by Greg Favors and came 
out of spring drills as the starter on the 
tight side. Returning starter Barrin Simp- 
son held down the other spot. “Simpson 
was by far the most consistent linebacker 
out there,” defensive coordinator Joe Lee 
Dunn said. 

¢ Eric Daniel, who started the first 
half of last season at free safety before 
losing the job, regained it in the spring. 
“He really looked like a free safety again,” 
Dunn said. “He was filling the alleys, 
knocking people down and going after 
loose balls.” Daniel is being pushed by 
juco transfer Ashley Cooper, who 
enrolled in January and also had a good 
spring, according to Dunn. 

¢ Anthony Derricks, who replaced 
Daniel last year at free safety, moved back 
to cornerback in the spring and earned a 
starting spot. Derricks has a world of 
potential, but he’s also prone to make 
mistakes. He made too many of them as 
a sophomore, when he started at comner- 
back but lost his job. 

— Rusty Hampton 
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J. J. JOHNSON HOPES BY BEING IN BETTER 
CONDITION HE’LL GET EVEN MORE CARRIES THIS 
SEASON IN STATE’S RUSHING-ORIENTED OFFENSE. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


The Bulldogs should be strong up 
front, especially if McKinley and fellow 
juco transfer Darious Brown are as good 
as advertised. With returnees Kenwoynee 
Smith and Garth Henry at nose, and John 
Hillard, Kevin Sluder, Ellis Wyms and Ken- 
tic Fairchild at the tackles, the Bulldogs 
have experience and size. 

The secondary also is experienced, 
but the Bulldogs are also counting on 
some help from a new face. Robert Bean, 
who intercepted 12 passes last season for 
Georgia Military Academy, might start at 
cornerback — if he gets in school. Bean 
needs to pass 15 hours of summer school 
to be eligible, and it might not be known 
until two-a-days begin in early August 
whether Bean will be a Bulldog this fall. 

Five players who have started in the 
past return in the secondary, led by cor- 
nerback Kendall Roberson and strong 
safety Tim Nelson. Eric Daniel, who 
started five games at free safety last year, 
is back. He was pushed in the spring by 
juco transfer Ashley Cooper. 

Another spring battle was waged at 
cornerback between Anthony Derricks and 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Johnson Sets High Goals For Himself 


the tragic death of Keffer McGee, tail- 

back J.J. Johnson became just the 
fourth player in Mississippi State history to 
gain more than 1,000 yards in a season. 

The scary part, said State offensive 
coordinator Lynn Amedee, is that Johnson 
was learning on the run. 

“The thing about J.J. is that we haven't 
even scratched the surface with him yet,” 
Amedee said. “He was so raw last year. 
When you go back and look at the tape of 
all 11 games and see his footwork, he just 
ran. He didn’t even run behind his blockers 
a lot of the time.” 

Amedee predicts State fans will see a 
more polished runner this fall. “I think 
you're going to see a guy who knows more 
about what we're doing,” Amedee said. 

“| see him being one of the top backs in 
the league.” 

Johnson, a senior who transferred to 
State last year from East Mississippi Com- 
munity College, says he'll be a differen 
back in a lot of ways. 


Ti: into a starting role last year by 


Soon after last season ended, for exam- 
ple, Johnson, who is 6-2 and weighed as 


Adesola Badon. Derricks started at corner 
in '96 and at free safety last year, while 
Bacon started several games in 96 at cor- 
ner. Derricks was No. 1 after spring drills, 
but that position could belong to Bean 
when the Bulldogs open the season Sept. 
5 against Vanderbilt. 


HEN THEY PLAY TO 

THEIR POTENTIAL, 

THE BULLDOGS 
CAN BEAT JUST ABOUT ANY- 


BODY ON THEIR SCHEDULE ... 
BUT ... THEY'RE STILL NOT 
GOOD ENOUGH TO PLAY 
POORLY AND WIN. 


“We're not as physical as we have 
been in the past on defense,” Sherrill said. 
“But we have more speed.” 

Dunn said his biggest concern in the 


much as 238, started a diet. He expects to 
weigh between 220 and 225 pounds this 
season — with 5 percent body fat. 

Johnson increased his bench-press 
maximum from 375 to 390 pounds, and his 
squat max went from 435 to 540 pounds. 

Although he averaged nearly 20 car- 
ries a game last year in rushing for 1,069 
yards and 12 touchdowns, Johnson hopes 
by being in better condition he'll get even 
more carries this season in State's rushing- 
oriented offense. 

“I'm going to do whatever it takes to 
win,” he said. “Sometimes you have to put 
the team on your back.” 

State’s school record of 1,193 rushing 
yards in a season by Wayne Jones is 25 
years old. 

J.J. Johnson has set breaking that mark 
as his goal, and if he has the kind of season 
he expects to have, the record could fall. 

“Everybody wants to be a 1,000-yard 
rusher,” Johnson said. “The very talented, 
the best, want to go over 1,500, they want 
to do something special. With the type of 
line we've got, | believe | can rush for 


1,000 or more.” Q 


fall will be finding a couple of guys who 
will make the kind of plays Favors, Brown 
and McGill made in the last two years. He 
said if that means playing a true freshman 
like Conner Stephens, one of the top play- 
ers from State's top recruiting class under 
Sherrill, so be it. “I'll play a freshman in a 
heartbeat if he can play,” Dunn said. 
“There ain’t no doubt about that.” 

One area that doesn’t concern Sherrill 
is the kicking game. Brian Hazelwood is 
back as the placekicker and Jeff Walker 
returns as the punter. 

Hazelwood beat Memphis with a 
career-best 53-yard field goal on the last 
play last year. He led the SEC in field goals 
per game (1.5), and with 16 was one shy of 
State’s single-season field goal record. 

Walker finished second in the SEC and 
seventh nationally with a 45.5-yard average. 

“We've got two kickers who have 
been in the wars,” Sherrill said. “They are 
both really good. Both should have a 
chance to be preseason all-conference, 
and Walker has a chance to be an All- 
American before he leaves.” 

— Rusty Hampton 
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hen Brad Scott came to 
South Carolina, he had a plan. 
That plan was to make the 


Gamecock football program a major 
power in the Southeastern Conference. 
While he cautioned that it wouldn’t hap- 
pen overnight, he was confident that a 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


>GAMECOCKS 


has revamped his staff and altered some 
of his coaching philosophy. Gone are 
offensive coordinator/receivers coach John 
Eason and quarterbacks coach John 
Reaves. In their places are former Baylor 
head coach Chuck Reedy, the new offen- 
sive coordinator, and former Alabama 


1990s and isn't about to remove all refer- 
ences to the forward pass from the Game- 
cock playbook. But don’t expect to see 
much more of the shotgun/five-wideout 
sets that South Carolina has utilized the 
past four years. 

“We'll have predominantly two backs 


Scott Still Trying To Scale the Mountain 


few solid recruiting classes would turn 
things around, 

Four seasons and 45 games later, 
Scott's record stands at 22-22-1 overall 
and 13-18-1 in the SEC. Against the 
league's so-called Big Four — Florida, 
Tennessee, Auburn and Alabama — he is 
0-10. Last year, the Gamecocks finished 
fourth in the Eastern Division and lost to 
the three teams above them by a com- 
bined score of 101-43. 

While Scott says the program has 
made progress in many areas, he admits 
that he underestimated the time it would 
take to show the fruits of that progress in 
terms of victories. At Florida State, where 
he was an assistant for years, winning 
seemed easy, almost automatic. Not so at 
South Carolina, which has had four losing 
seasons in the 1990s, including last year’s 
5-6 mark. 

“The truth of it is we joined the best 
conference in football,” Scott said. “The 
people we're trying to catch are not sit- 
ting still. Our recruiting has been going 
up every year, but we're still sixth or 
seventh in recruiting out of 12 teams in 
this league. 

“We're a .500 ballclub right now after 
four years. That’s mediocre. That's aver- 
age. That's halfway up that mountain. I’ve 
been to the top of that mountain. | know 
the view is a lot better from up there. 
That's where we're going.” 

To speed up that trek to the top, Scott 


JERMALE KELLY WILL TRY TO AVOID A 
SOPHOMORE JINX AFTER LEADING THE TEAM 
AS A FRESHMAN WITH 43 RECEPTIONS FOR 
618 YARDS AND 10 TDS IN ‘97. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


assistant Woody McCorvey, who's in 
charge of receivers. 

Reedy’s hiring signals a philosophical 
change for Scott, who is pulling back a bit 
in the passing department and putting 
more emphasis on the running game. The 
Gamecocks finished ninth in the league 
last year in rushing offense, averaging just 
3.1 yards per play on the ground. 

“| want us to put a little more teeth 
into our running game,” Scott said. “I 
want something we can depend on, 
especially on third-and-short situations 
where we've struggled in the past. It’s 
an attitude.” 

Reedy, who coached the option as an 
assistant at Clemson in the 1980s, ran a 
balanced attack at Baylor in the early 


at a glance 


1997: 5-6 Overall; 3-5 SEC (4th East) 

COACH: Brad Scott — At South Carolina 
and Overall: 22-22-1, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |5; 7 Offense, 
6 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: FS Arturo Free- 
man, QB Anthony Wright, TB Troy Ham- 
brick, WR Jermale Kelly, DE John 
Abraham, OT Jamar Nesbit, WR Zola Davis 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Game- 
cocks have nearly all of their offensive skill 
people back, including a deep and tal- 
ented group of receivers. On defense, 
Freeman is an All-America candidate in the 
secondary while Abraham is the team’s 
best pass-rusher in years. 


in the game,” Reedy said. “We'll be 
mostly with a tight end, and there will be 
very little shotgun. Our balance won't be 
that different. We threw the ball 31 times 
on average last year, and I say this year it 
will be somewhere in the 25-26 range. 

“| don't think you can win at any level 
unless you can run the ball effectively. 
Some people say you should run to set up 
the pass, but we believe you set up the 
pass with the run.” 

Reedy has plenty of talented skill 
players to work with on the offense 
but very little experience on the line, 
where as many as three redshirt freshmen 
could start. To help them along, Reedy 
has scrapped the old zone blocking 
scheme and implemented a simpler man- 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
and defensive lines have been rebuilt and 
are full of redshirt freshmen. Just one start- 
ing linebacker returns. With no proven 
backup QB, things could turn ugly if 
Wright is unable to perform at a high level 
or is reinjured. 

OVERVIEW: The Gamecocks are surpris- 
ingly young for a team in its fifth year 
under coach Brad Scott, who is beginning 
to hear grumbling from impatient fans. 
Success will depend greatly on how 
quickly the lines come together. There is 
little room for error with this squad, 
which will need some breaks to post a 
winning record. 


1998 


Linoy’s Footsatt ANNUALS 147 


Michael BLAKELY C 6-4, 255 Lexington Lexington 
Rated No. 6 offensive lineman in Atlantic Coast Region by PrepStar All-State. 
Sheldon BROWN RB 5-10, 175 Lewisville Lewisvil 


ile 
Ranked No. 19 in South Carolina @ Asa senior, had 2,020 yards rushing and 31 touch- 
aan iit |Salad ep pay ted re al) 


Marcus COLEMAN DB 6-2, 185 Winnsboro Fairfield Central 
PrepStar rated No. 3 defensive back in ACC Region @ All-State # Had 10 career interceptions and 21 
blocked kicks @ Had 84 tackles and five interceptions as a senior. 


Dexter DAVIS DB 5-10, 170 Jacksonville, FL Ed White 
‘Asa senior, retumed seven kicks for touchdowns @ Had 15 career interceptions @ Runs 4,3 in 40-yard dash. 


Kalimba EDWARDS DE/LB 6-6, 225 East Point, GA Tri-Cities 
PrepStar ranked No. 9 defensive lineman in Georgia @ Averaged 10 tackles per game as a senior 


Rashad FAISON DB 5-11, 190 Wauchula, FL pee 
Three-time All-State As a senior, had 97 tackles and five interceptions @ Had 36 receptions for 650 yards 
4s a junior # Runs 4.5 in 40-yard dash, 


Nate GARY RB 6-0, 195 Laurens Laurens 
SuperPrep rated No. 31 running back nationally # Ranked No. 3 running back in Atlantic Coast Region by 
PrepStor @ All-State # County Poyer of the Year @ As a senior, had 1,703 yards rushing and 19 touchdowns. 


HOMETOWN HicH Schoot / CouEcE 


Keith MATKINS QB 6-3, 190 Charlotte, NC West Charlotte 

PrepStar Dream Team, ranked No. 2 quarterback in Atlantic Coast Region @ Completed 119 of 234 passes 
for 1,802 yards and 25 touchdowns as a senior # As a junior, completed 206 of 339 passes for 3,456 yards 
and 41 touchdowns @ Member of basketball team. 


Name / Position 


Franky MeCULLUM LB 6-3, 225 Florence South Florence 
No. 6 linebacker in Atlantic Coast Region by PrepStar # Had 185 career tackles and 18 quarterback 
sacks @ As a senior, had 103 tackles. 


Antoine NESMITH RB 5-10, 210 Walterboro Walterboro 
Charleston Post-Courier Offensive Back of the Year @ State’s leading rusher as a senior with 2,354 yards and 
22 touchdowns @ Had 208 yards rushing and two touchdowns in state championship game. 


Dennis QUINN DL 6-4, 230 Washington, GA Wilkes County 
Gest res No. 22 defensive lineman in Georgia # As a senior, had 121 tackles and 14 quarterback 


SOCKS. 


Jonathan RAGANS OL 6-3, 270 Palatka, FL Palatka 
Florida Times-Union Super 24 @ Second-team All-State # Northwest Florida Super 11. 
Gerald ROBINSON LB 6-1, 250 Columbia Richland Northeast 


Rated No. 8 linebacker in ACC Region by PrepSlor ¢ First Down Recruiting ranked No. 15 linebacker in 
Southeast @ Hod 318 career tackles, including 44 tackles for loss and 34 quarterback sacks # Missed five 
games in 1997 due to broken foot. 


Willis HAM, Jr. WR 6-2, 200 Columbia Spring Valley Teddy SALTERS DL 6-2, 235 Columbia Butler County CC 
PrepStar rated No. 2 wide receiver in ACC Region @ Ranked No. 14 player in South Carolina by SuperPrep PrepStar national junior college Top 100 @ Runs 4.5 in 40-yard dash. 
@ Had 112 career receptions for 1,813 yards and 13 touchdowns @ Had 55 receptions for 930 yards. 

Watts SANDERSON DL 6-6, 265 Tampa, FL Tompa Catholic 
Kenny HARNEY LB 6-2, 220 Fairfax Allendale: Fairfax Asa senior, had 62 tackles and 6,5 quarterback sacks # Runs 5.0 in 40-yard dash. 
Raed No. 2 linebacker in Atlantic Coast Region by tar © SuperPrep Defensive Player of the Year in 
South Carolina, ranked No. 38 linebacker nationally @ All-State @ Had 112 tackles as a senior. Jamie SCOTT RB 5-10, 185 Mullins Mullins 


SuperPrep Mid-Atlantic Offensive Player of the Year, ranked No, 23 tailback nationally @ PrepStar rated No. 


Kevin JOHNSON DL 6-3,315 Brooklyn, NY Lackawanna JC 2 running back in Atlantic Coast Region @ All-State State 100-meters champion. 
PrepStar national junior college Top 100 @ Starter for basketball team # Runs 5.0 in 40-yard dash. 

Spencer STOCKBARGERDB 6-2, 235 Punta Gorda, FL Charlotte Cou 
Larrell JOHNSON LB 6-3, 270 Tampa, FL Robinson Ranked No. 10 player in Florida by First Down Recruiting All-State # Area Defensive Player of the Year @ 
SuperPrep All-Florida @ As a senior, had 135 tackles, including 12 for losses, five interceptions and two quar- Had 22 career blocked kicks @ Hod 113 tackles, 11 blocked kicks and 16 quarterback sacks as a senior # 
ferbock sacks @ Had 837 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns as a fullback. Three year starter. 
Jim LEVANDUSKY TE 65, 235 Easton, CA Fresno CC Chris THIGPEN TE 6-4, 270 Winnsboro Fairfield Central 


PrepStar and SuperPrep rated No, 50 junior college player nationally # Had 11 receptions for 260 yards and 


PrepStor rated No. 4 tight end in Atlantic Coast Region # Ranked No. 8 tight end in Southeast by First Down 
two touchdowns as a sophomore # Participated in spring practice at USC. 


Recruiting @ All-State As a senior, had seven receptions for 141 yards and one touchdown. 


Donald MARSHALL OL 6-6, 260 Goose Creek Stratford Cedric WILUAMS TE/DE 6-3, 280 James Island James Island 

SuperPrep All-South Carolina @ All-State Runs 5.0 in 40-yard dash. Charleston Post & Courier Low Couniry Lineman of the Year @ Had 116 tackles, including 21 for losses, and 
five quarterback sacks as a senior. 

Jonathan MARTIN RB 5-10, 202 Columbia Richland Northeast 


Lenny WILUAMS WR/LB 6-4, 200 Tampa, FL Tompa Jesuit 
All-County All-District @ Helped team to district and regional championships Played safety, linebacker 
and wide receiver # As a senior, had seven interceptions and 26 receptions @ Runs 4,5 in 40-yard dash, 


AVLOOK*ATTHE*GAMEGOGKS 


RESULTS __ INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


50 touchdowns # Had 21 straight of at least 100 yards rushing @ As a senior, had 2,154 rush- 
ing and 25 touchdowns. pisces veges air 


Ee rushing in 1996 and placed second in 1997 @ Had 4,910 career rushing yards and 


(5-6, 3-5) PASSING Sept. 5 Ball State 
= =< ‘ = Comp YaArps Pct TD —_—__—_— — 
33 Central Florida 31 252 a9 1685) 955.2) 18 Sept. 12 Georgia 
= zt : Penn 93. 43555 Ab.2 = 
15 Georgia 3] RUSHING Sept. 19 — Marshall 
Z . es, “Yaros Ave lc 1D = = 
26 — East Carolina 0 eae 
as Hombrick 115 604 5.3 Sept. 26 Mississippi State 
17 Mississippi State 37 Wiliams: V7 348) 3.0) ae Pea 3 3 
: PP Moritz a Se ea Oct. 3 at Mississippi 
6 Auburn 23 Bush 29 95 3.3 22 0 - — 
S ————— — _ RECEIVING Oct. 10 at Kentucky 
38 2 _ Kentucky 24 : No Yarns Ave a) ss k —= 
age Abang ‘3 Kelly 48 618 1443410 Oct. 17 — Arkansas 
. Paihia a Davis 34 407. 12.0 28 2 O 2A Vanderbil ~ + 
F Hood 26 cP al el ey ct. at Vanderbilt 
ee Vanderbilt ts Williams Ce te a — — 
7 Tennessee 22 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Oct. 31 Tennessee 
21 Florida 48 Tacktss: Freeman 92; Washington 92; Atkins 77; Bumham 70. KiévanTd. 0 car htonea 
= ee ee : INTERCEPTIONS: Freeman 6; Brooks 2; Torrance 2. e % 3 fe = 
QB SAcks: Abraham 6.5; Taylor 5; Caldwell 4.5. 
21 Clemson a7 Tacxies For Loss: Caldwell 7; Abraham 5; Atkins 4. Nov. 21 at Clemson 
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ALL-SEC TACKLE JAMAR NESBIT HAS PLAYED VIRTUALLY 
EVERY SNAP SINCE HIS ARRIVAL AS A FRESHMAN. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


to-man approach. 

Most of the young faces will be in the middle of the line, 
sandwiched between a pair of All-SEC caliber tackles in Jamar 
Nesbit and Andray Spearman. 

“Just because you're young doesn’t mean you can’t be 
good,” Reedy said. “Certainly, there’s a good talent level here. 
We just have to find a little depth in some spots.” 

Depth shouldn't be a concern at the running back position, 
where three of the top four ground-gainers from last year return 
in Troy Hambrick, Boo Williams and Jacob Bush. 

Hambrick and Williams shared the tailback spot last season 
and neither ever really got in sync. This year, Scott isn’t making 
that same mistake. He’s decided to go with Hambrick and has 
already stated that the big junior will be the workhorse for 
the team. 

Hambrick has speed to go along with his 6-1, 221-pound 
body. He’s a punishing runner who can break tackles and go the 
distance, which his 135-yard, two-touchdown performance 


against Clemson last season so aptly showed. He finished the 
year with 626 yards and five TDs, while averaging 5.3 yards 
per carry. 

“Troy has taken to what we're doing very well,” Reedy said. 
“It fits him perfectly because he’s going to get the ball a lot of 
times and he’s going to have a lead blocker in front of him.” 

That blocker will either be Bush or Steve Mixon, who com- 
bined for 135 yards and one TD from the little-used fullback posi- 
tion last season. Expect more production in that area this year. 

Ironically, all the emphasis on the running game comes at a 
time when the Gamecocks have one of their best receiving corps 
in history. McCorvey certainly walked into a nice situation, as the 
top five receivers from last year return. The group accounted for 
139 catches for 1,690 yards and 19 TDs. 

Jermale Kelly will try to avoid a sophomore jinx after leading 
the team as a freshman with 43 receptions for 618 yards and 10 
TDs. Zola Davis, one of the team’s top pro prospects, is back for 
his senior year. Kerry Hood and Shah Mays are coming off 
impressive campaigns and are sure to see plenty of playing time. 

Tight end, like the fullback position, will have an increased 
role in this year’s offense. The three players battling for the start- 
ing job — junior college transfer Jim Levandusky, junior Trevon 
Matthews and senior Trey Pennington — have four NCAA Divi- 
sion | catches among them. 

Which brings us to the most important position of the 
offense, quarterback, where it’s feast or famine for the Game- 
cocks. Either Anthony Wright returns healthy for his senior season 
or South Carolina could find itself in deep, deep trouble. 

Wright underwent reconstructive knee surgery in November 
after tearing ligaments against Tennessee and is tentatively listed 
as questionable for the fall. The two-year starter sat out of spring 
drills but was ahead of schedule with his rehabilitation. 

If he can’t play, the Gamecocks will go with either redshirt 
sophomore Vic Penn or redshirt freshman Phil Petty. Penn filled in 
for Wright down the stretch last season, losing both of his starts 
against Florida and Clemson. Overall, he completed 46.2 percent 
of his passes for 555 yards and three TDs with four interceptions. 

Petty was a highly rated prospect coming out of Boiling 
Springs (S.C.) High School, throwing for 26 TDs and more than 
2,300 yards his senior season. At 6-3 and 193 pounds, Petty is 
two inches taller and 23 pounds heavier than Penn. But he’s 
never played a down at the major college level, and few fresh- 
men QBs have ever excelled in the SEC. 

“All indications are Anthony is going to be fine,” Scott said, 
“but there are no guarantees of that. We have to prepare in case 
of his absence.” 

If things get really desperate, Scott has a couple of walk-ons 
on his roster in Kyle Crabb and Kevin Sides. Scott said he would 
play true freshman Keith Matkins, his most prized recruit, only in 
an emergency. 

South Carolina's defense could have called 911 for help last 
year to repair a bruised ego. The Gamecocks slipped defensively 
after a promising 1996 campaign, especially in their ability to 
stop the run as opponents averaged 4.2 yards per rush. Only Ole 
Miss and Kentucky played worse run defense in the league. 

The prospects for improvement in that area don’t look good. 
Only two starters return on the line, while three redshirt freshmen 
are likely to get playing time at linebacker. The line is particularly 
small by SEC standards, averaging just 252 pounds per man. 

“My biggest concern on defense is that we're missing the size 
up front,” Scott said. “I’m concerned about our middle and our 
ability to play that run and hold up inside.” 
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1998 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Anthony Wright, Sr*/Phil Petty, Fr 

TB Troy Hambrick, Jr*/Boo Willioms, Jr 
“FB Steve Mixon, Jr/Jacob Bush, Ure = 
Zola Davis, Sr*/| Kerry Hood, Jr* I 
Jermale Kelly, $o/Ben Fleming, Jr 


QB 


TE Trey Pennington, Jr/Jim Levandusky, Jr 
“UT Jamar Nesbit, Sr*/Taylor Irvin, Fr 

LG Philip Jones, Fr/Kevin Rivers, Fr 
Cc Scott Browne, So/ Jonathan Ragans, Fr 


Jason Cox, Fr/Jim Pietrzak, So 


RT Andray Spearman, Sr*/Melvin Paige, Fr 
PK Steve Florio, Sr*/Courtney Leavitt, Jr 
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John Abraham, Jr*/John Stamper, Fr 
Errol Rochester, Jr/Rachad Wilson, Sr 
Cecil Caldwell, Je*/Kevin Johnson, Jr 
Matt Marsters, Jr*/Thomas Hill, Jr 
Corey Atkins, Je*/Marco Hutcherson, So 
~ Andre Offing, So/Shannon Wadley, Fr 
Willie (Offord, Fr/Ryan Koop, Sr 
Homer Torrance, Sr/Keris Sullivan, Sr 
Kevin Brooks, Sr*/Andre Goodman, Fr 
Ray Green, Jr/Marcus Coleman, Fr 


Arturo Freeman, Sr*/O’Rondai Cox, i. 


Courtney Leavitt, Jr*/Steve Florio, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


ncertain of having a healthy 

Anthony Wright back in the fall, 

the Gamecocks went into spring 
drills intent on solidifying depth at the 
quarterback position. They accomplished 
that, sort of. Phil Petty and Vic Penn 
showed they could do the job, but they 
were injured before one distanced himself 
from the other. 

Petty, a highly rated freshman who 
was redshirted last year, was expected to 
have little trouble beating out Penn. But 
that didn’t happen. Petty proved to have 
the better arm, but Penn, who started two 
games after Wright's injury last year, 
seemed more comfortable running the 
offense. 

Both players missed the last six prac- 
tices of spring after getting injured in a 
scrimmage. Penn suffered a broken collar 
bone on his right (throwing arm) side. He 
underwent surgery in April and is 
expected to be 100 percent by fall. Petty, 
who suffered a severe ankle sprain, could 
have returned by the end of spring but 
was held out for precautionary reasons. 

Pushing Penn and Petty on the depth 
chart this fall will be walk-on Kevin Sides, 
a highly mobile QB who possesses nice 
touch on his passes. 

¢ Errol Rochester, a backup line- 
backer last year, made a solid transition to 
tackle. Other position changes: Anthony 
Overstreet from defensive end to tackle; 
Kevin House from receiver to cornerback; 
Torry Johnson from receiver to strong 
safety. Starting defensive ends John Abra- 
ham (ankle sprain) and Matt Marsters 
(strained shoulder) missed much of spring 
practice with injuries, but are expected to 
be ready to go in the fall. 

¢ With the emphasis on the running 
game, South Carolina’s receivers proba- 
bly did more blocking in the spring than 
they did all last season. New receivers 
coach Woody McCorvey kept things sim- 
ple, focusing on fundamentals and team 
play. The Gamecocks showed in the 
spring game that they have plenty of 
depth at tailback. Third-stringer T.J. 
Hines was particularly impressive, averag- 
ing six yards per carry on 11 rushes. 
Freshman cornerback Andre Goodman, a 
celebrated wide receiver in high school, 
proved to be a talented cornerback in the 
spring. He'll be an asset in an already 
solid secondary. 

— Bob Lang 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Wright Battles the Odds 


ill he or won't he play? 
That's the big question 
hanging over South Car- 


olina’s football program this offseason 
as quarterback Anthony Wright battles 
back from a devastating injury to his 
right knee. 

Those working with the 6-2, 
188-pound senior in the training room 
say he likely will be available for the 
opener against Ball State. But they 
also caution that if and when he 
does return, there is a chance he 
will have lost a step, along with 
some confidence. 

“| know I'll be ready,” Wright said 
undeterred this spring. “I’m really not 
worried about it.” 

The Gamecocks badly want Wright 
back on the field, and not only for his 
leadership qualities. He’s the only QB 
on the roster who is a proven winner at 
the major college vel! having won 11 
of his 20 starts. Sophomore Vic Penn is 
0-2, while redshirt freshman Phil Petty 
has yet to take his first snap. 

That Wright is in the QB picture at 
all this season is remarkable consider- 


The Gamecocks will be in much better 
shape on the outside, where ends John 
Abraham and Matt Marsters will patrol. 
Abraham, a 6-4, 247-pound junior who 
led the team with 6.5 sacks last year, is as 
good as any defensive end in the league. 
Marsters isn’t far behind. 

Of the three starting linebackers and 
their likely backups, only Corey Atkins and 
Marco Hutchinson have substantial play- 
ing time under their belts. Willie Offord, 
who is slated to start on the outside, is a 
converted strong safety. 

Three starters return in the sec- 
ondary, which will be the strength of the 
defense. Arturo Freeman, who had 92 
tackles and six interceptions last season, 
is a potential All-America candidate at 
free safety. Homer Torrance is back at 
one cornerback spot, while Andre Good- 
man, a speedy redshirt freshman, is likely 
to start at the other. 

After a number of humiliating special 
teams breakdowns last season, that’s one 
area that will get extra attention in the 
preseason. Courtney Leavitt is back to 


ing the extent of his injury, which 
occurred in the Tennessee game last 
November. Five stabilizing tendons in 
the joint either snapped or were 
stretched almost to the point of snap- 
ping. Team trainer Rod Walters called 
it one of the worst knee injuries he had 
ever seen. : ; 

Facing the prospect of never play- 
ing again, Wright pledged to clefy the 
odds and went at his rehabilitation with 
intense determination. He was walking 
without crutches only six weeks after 
undergoing reconstructive surgery. 
Soon after that, he was jogging around 
a track. By late spring, Walters said he 
was at 75 percent. 

Provided Wright does return, the 
Vanceboro, N.C., native will have a 
chance to move up the school’s record 
charts. He already ranks as South Car- 
olina’s fifth all-time leading passer with 
3,742 yards. He’s fourth in school his- 
tory with 28 career touchdown passes. 

“My knee is strong, very tight. It 
isn’t loose at all,” he said after the 
spring game. “In a couple months I'll 
be ready.” O 


handle the punting, while Steve Florio 
returns to handle the placekicking. 

Scott likes his latest recruiting class 
so much that he says as many as a dozen 
true freshmen likely will get some playing 


F WE CAN GET 

THROUGH THIS 

YEAR, | FEEL LIKE 
WE'LL REALLY MAKE A LOT OF 
PROGRESS. BUT YOU CAN BE A 


PRETTY GOOD TEAM AND NOT 
PLAY WELL ON A GIVEN SATUR- 
DAY OR HAVE A COUPLE OF KEY 
INJURIES, AND YOU CAN FIND 
YOURSELF A .500 BALLCLUB IN 
A HURRY.” 


time this season. That's another philosophi- 
cal change for Scott, who has consistently 
redshirted his newcomers in the past. 


THE GAMECOCKS BADLY WANT 
ANTHONY WRIGHT BACK ON THE FIELD, AND 
NOT ONLY FOR HIS LEADERSHIP QUALITIES. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


“The depth on our football team right 
now will require that some of these guys 
play,” he said. 

The Gamecocks have an opportunity 
to get off to a good start with four 
straight home games to open the sea- 
son. Ball State and Marshall are the new 
non-conference opponents, replacing 
Central Florida and East Carolina. Ole 
Miss is the new Western Division foe, 
replacing Auburn. 

“This is a key year for us,” said Scott, 
who received no raise or contract exten- 
sion after last season. “If we continue to 
improve this program, then I think the 
future is bright. There are a lot of young 
players here. You can see that this is a 
team that continues to build for the future. 

“If we can get through this year, | feel 
like we'll really make a lot of progress. But 
you can be a pretty good team and not 
play well on a given Saturday or have a 
couple of key injuries, and you can find 
yourself a .500 ballclub in a hurry.” 

Spoken from experience. 

— Bob Lang 
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ill Battle won 31 games in his first 
three seasons at Tennessee's coach. 
Four years later, he was fired. Phillip 
Fulmer has won 32 games since 1995, the 
best-three year total in school history. 
What does his future hold? 
Based on Fulmer’s track record as a 


TENNESSEE 


VOLUNTEERS 


ondary. It is finding leadership. 

“We have had some great leadership 
here for a number of years, and when you 
lose that many good players at one time, 
it is important that we find committed 
people who want to be the best they can 
be and be difference-makers — not just as 


will be more run-oriented. They should be, 
with a talented tailback like Jamal Lewis. 
Lewis led all freshman rushers last 
season with 1,364 yards. His goal this 
year: 2,000. He had two 200-yard games 
last season and averaged 144.7 yards in 
nine regular-season starts. A 1,500-yard 


Fulmer, Vols Hope To Silence Critics 


recruiter, the Vols’ program hasn't been in 
better shape since the late 1960s. Fulmer 
has the nation’s best winning percentage 
for any head coach with at least five years 
of experience; he’s 54-11 (.831). The Vols 
are fresh from winning their first Southeast- 
ern Conference championship since 1990. 

Yet, Fulmer has been the target of crit- 
icism by national media. He hasn’t beaten 
Florida in five years. He has lost convinc- 
ingly to Penn State and Nebraska in bowl 
games. A Florida columnist said the two 
most overrated statistics in football are 
time of possession and Fulmer’s winning 
percentage. 

Most observers felt the Vols simply 
out-talented people en route to last sea- 
son's 11-2 record and No. 7 ranking. 

From the standpoint of silencing crit- 
ics, this is a big season for Fulmer. He 
doesn’t have Peyton Manning at quarter- 
back for the first time in four seasons. He 
doesn't have Marcus Nash or Leonard Lit- 
tle or Terry Fair, either — each a first- or 
second-round NFL draft choice. 

The cupboard isn’t exactly bare, but 
posting a 9-2 record or better would 
solidify Fulmer’s claim as one of the 
nation’s elite coaches. He fights for that 
respect now. He won the conference title 
last year, yet Georgia coach Jim Donnan, 
whose team lost 31-17 to Tennessee, was 
voted by his peers as the SEC Coach of 
the Year. 

Fulmer’s biggest concern isn’t replac- 
ing Manning or three starters in the sec- 


JAMAL LEWIS LED ALL FRESHMAN RUSHERS 
LAST SEASON WITH 1,364 YARDS. 
HIS GOAL THIS YEAR: 2,000. 
PHOTO BY CRAIG JONES 


players, but as people,” Fulmer said. “It is 
important that our staff shows the way.” 

Tennessee returns eight starters on 
offense and five on defense. The sec- 
ondary was depleted, losing three defen- 
sive backs who combined for 91 career 
starts. Otherwise, the Vols figure to be 
strong in each area. 

The key question is whether Tee Mar- 
tin can fill the immense shoes of Manning, 
who set 42 NCAA, SEC or Tennessee 
records. Martin is a gifted athlete who 
feels he’s ready after being Manning's 
understudy for two seasons. 

“We're running my offense now, not 
Peyton’s,” Martin said. “When | came in last 
year, we ran the things Peyton did well. 
Now we're doing the things | do well.” 

With Martin at the controls, Tennessee 
will use more rollout passes, more 
bootlegs and more option. The Vols also 


at a glance 


1997: | 1-2 Overall, 8-1 SEC (1st/East] 

COACH: Phillip Fulmer — At Tennessee 
and Overall: 54-11, 6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 8 Offense, 
5 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Jamal Lewis, 


QB Tee Martin, WR Peerless Price, WR Jere- 


maine Copeland, LB Al Wilson, CB 
Dwayne Goodrich 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Tennessee 
returns four offensive line starters, plus 
Lewis, who rushed for more yards than 
any SEC back. Martin gives the offense bal- 


season would make him Tennessee’s all- 
time leading rusher after just two years. 

The Vols are deep at tailback. Travis 
Stephens and Dominique Stevenson are 
quality backups. Coupled with fullback 
Shawn Bryson, Tennessee has one of the 
nation’s best backfields. Bryson caught 29 
passes last year, a school record for a back. 

Tennessee has the SEC's most tal- 
ented group of receivers. Jeremaine 
Copeland caught 58 passes, second 
among returning wideouts in the SEC. 
Peerless Price, who considered going pro 
despite struggling last season because of 
a broken ankle, caught 48 passes. 
Copeland and Price are the best 1-2 com- 
bination in the SEC. 

“We have a chance to be a good 
group, a very productive group,” 
receivers coach Pat Washington said. “I 
don’t think we have a Marcus Nash (who 


ance. The defensive front seven is strong, 
and the secondary has two solid players. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Vols lost 


30 of a team-record 47 sacks. The sec- 
ondary lost three quality starters. The quar- 
terback is gifted, but inexperienced. 
Receiving corps isn’t as deep as usual. 


OVERVIEW: Life after Peyton Manning 


won't be bad. The Vols will have a more 
balanced attack and plenty of weapons. 
Defense must find some pass rushers. Sec- 
ondary should be adequate. The key is 
how Martin performs under pressure. 
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Name / Position Size HoMETOWN HicH Scoot / CouEce Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich Scuoot / Cotece 
Roger ALEXANDER B 6-3, 205 Paterson, NJ Nassau CC | | Steven MARSH RB/CB 61,175 Wingate, NC Forest Hills 
Enrolled in spring at UT @ As a junior college sophomore, had 146 tackles and 21 quarterback sacks # USA | | Conference Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 1,431 yards rushing @ Had 43 tackles and Iwo interceptions 
Today prep All-American # Two-time All-Stale @ Averaged 21 points per game for basketball team. @ Had 4,300 career rushing yards in three seasons. | 
Kurston BIGGERS RB 5-8, 185 Nashville Brentwood Academy | | Joey MATHEWS QB 6-2, 205 Sevierville Sevier County 
| Enrolled in spring @ Two-time All-State @ Hod 1,486 yards rushing and 19 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 13 Enrolled in spring # National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ BlueChip Iilustrated All-Region @ All-State @ 
career interceptions, including six as a senior # Had 39 career receptions for 486 yards. Ranked No. 4 player in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel Tennessee Player of the Year # Had 2,413 
yords passing and 26 touchdowns with a 61 percent completion rate 
Travis COLSTON B 63, 220 Marshville, NC Forest Hills 
Conference Defensive Player of the Year @ Three-year starter # As a senior, had 93 tackles, two quarterback Willie MILES B 6-0, 170 Fort Worth, TX Dunbar 
sacks, one fumble recovery, one blocked punt and one safety # Ran 300-meter hurdles for track team. National Recruiting Advisor All-American, rated No. 3 comerback nationally # BlueChip Illustrated All-Ameri- 
can @ Ranked No. 9 defensive back nationally by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 2 defensive back in Big 12 Region by 
Teddy GAINES 8 60, 160 Kingsport Dobyns:Bennett PrepStor  All-Stote Four-year starter @ As a senior, had 55 tackles and eight pass breakups. 
Ranked No. 68 in Southeast by SuperPrep @ All-State # Two-time All-Conference @ Three-year starter # 
Blocked three field goals and one punt as a senior @ Had 42 receptions for 888 yards and 12 touchdowns, Rashad MOORE L 6-4, 275 Huntsville, AL Johnson 
National Recruiting Advisor All-American # Ranked No. 15 defensive lineman in Southeast by PrepStor @ All: 
Tad GOLDEN D8 6-1, 185 Lithonia, GA SW DeKalb Metro @ Had 65 tackles and 10.5 quarterback sacks as a senior. 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep and National Recruiting Advisor All-American 
Rated No. 10 defensive back in Southeast by PrepStar # Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Super Souther 100 @ As Will OFENHEUSLE L 68, 305 Martin Westview | 
a senior, had 71 tackles, two interceptions and 17 passes broken up # Member of track and basketball teams. National Recruiting Advisor All:American, rated No. 5 offensive tackle nationally Ranked No. 9 player in 
Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel # Two-time All-State Three-year starter Did not allow a quarterback 
Judd GRANZOW B 6-4, 235 Granada Hills, CA Moorpark CC sack in prep career @ Graded 83 percent on blocking assignments, averaging six pancake blocks per game 
SuperPrep junior college All-American # All-Western Conference # Had 90 tackles, nine quarterback sacks, 15 
quarterback hurries, 15 passes broken up and three forced fumbles # Drafted by Los Angeles Dodgers as out | Will OVERSTREET L 6-4, 250 Jackson, MS Jackson Prep | 
fielder @ Played 1.5 seasons of minor league baseball baa and National Recruiting Advisor All-American  BlueChip Illustrated All-Region @ Rated No. 1] 
ive lineman in Southeast by PrepStor # Ranked No. | in Mississippi by Jackson Clarion:Ledger @ 
Omari HAND L 65,215 Tallahassee, FL Lincoln All-State @ Had 139 tackles, 14 quarterback sacks, seven caused fumbles and four fumble recoveries. 
PrepStar and National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ Ranked No. 5 linebacker in Florida by Florida Times 
Union @ Third-team All-State # Averaged 13 points and eight rebounds per game for basketball team. Joe REID L 65,215 Goodlettsville Goodpasture 
} Enrolled in Spring @ All-State @ Played tight end and defensive end @ As a senior, had 58 tackles, including 18 
| John HENDERSON L 67, 280 Nashville Pearl-Cohn for losses, six quarterback sacks, Wwo fumble recoveries and blocked two kicks. 
Parade All:American @ USA Today All-American # SuperPrep All-American # Rated No. 6 player nationally 
| by National Recruiting Advisor # Ranked No. 7 player nationally on The Sporting News Top 100 @ PrepStar ie RIDLEY L 6-4, 270 Nashville Pearl-Cohn 
rated No. 2 defensive lineman in Southeast @ Gatorade Tennessee Player of the Year @ Ranked No, 1 player in All-District @ All-Region @ All-State @ Had 85 tackles, including 44 for losses, 22 quarterback sacks, three fu: 
Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel @ All-State , ble recoveries and one interception as a senior # Played first base for baseball team. 
Tim HODGES L 68, 295 Winnie, TX East Chambers Leonard SCOTT B 5-11, 165 Zochery, LA Zachery 
PrepStar All:American @ Rated No, 7 tackle in Big 12 Region by National Recruiting Advisor @ BlueChip Illus- BlueChip Illustrated All-Region @ All-Conference # Four-year starter @ As a senior, had 867 yards rushing and 
trated All-Region @ Two-time All-District # Three-year starter on offense and defense. 13 toucl s¢ Scored ae touchdowns on kickoff retums and four on punt retums. 
Bernard JACKSON LB 6:4, 245 Louisville, KY St. Xavier Shawn SEABROOKS DB 5-9, 185 Paterson, NJ Eastside 
| Parode All-American @ BlueChip Iilustrated and PrepStar All:American @ Ranked No, 2 strongside linebacker SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 17 defensive back nationally @ PrepStor ranked No. 1 defensive back in 
nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # Two-time All-State Helped feam to lwo state championships. Eastern Region @ BlueChip Illustrated All-Region @ All-Stole @ Had 57 tackles, two interceptions, 3.5 quarter 
back sacks and three caused fumbles, despite missing three gomes as a senior. 
Edward KENDRICK TE/DL 6-4, 240 Macon, GA Mt. DeSales Academy 
Rated No. 2 tight end in Southeast by PrepStar @ All-State @ Four-year starter As a senior, had 111 receptions Tony STYLES B 6-3, 205 Cleveland Cleveland 
for 287 yards and five touchdowns @ Had 87 tackles, six quarterback sacks and two interceptions. All-State @ Chatlanooga Times All-Tri State # Had 268 tackles and 1.4 quarterback sacks in final wo seasons, 
Jermaine KENT 8 6-2, 170 Huntsville, AL Johnson Keyon WHITESIDE B 6-2, 230 Forest City, NC Chase 
Enrolled in spring @ Second-team All-City @ Younger brother of Tennessee's all-time leading receiver Joey Kent SuperPrep and National Recruiting Advisor AllAmerican @ BlueChip Illustrated All-Region Rated No. 5 line- | 
@ Hod 20 receptions fo 305 sore ond oie ketch teasancte Bae 42 career receptions, backer in Southeast by PrepStar @ Had 1,561 yards rushing and 28 touchdowns as o senior, 


AWOOKATTHEVOLUNTEERS : 


RESULTS _INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


| (11-2, 7-1) = PASSING Sept. 5 at Syracuse 
A Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
| 52 — Texas Tech 17 Manning 287 3819 60.2 36 11 Sept. 19 Florida 
ef} UCLA 24 Martin 6 87 500 1 1 
= é t. 26 Houst 
20 Flonde 33 RUSHING _ : Sep louston 
= Yarps AvG a) 
31. Mississippi 17 Oct. 3 at Auburn 
. — — | 1 — 
| aoe ee Se 2 Oct. 10 at Georgia 
38 Alabama 21 | Crosby 12 Die a) cs = : 
22 — South Carolina 7 ____ RECEIVING Oct. 24 Alabama 
ae No Yarvs AvcG = aE, . 
ers outhern Misissipoy ey Nash Zé Ni70. 15a Zan ntS Oct. 31 at South Carolina 
22 ~= Arkansas 30 Copeland 58 PRL wy Gn mae 5 
= Price De ee Nov. 7 UAB 
59 Kentucky 31 Bryson 2p nae s07 ae) TO,0) anes ZnO SS SS 
17 vende Now 14 Ares 
30 Auburn 29 Mierke ees Wien 83; Gaines 73._ Nov. 21 Kentucky 
RCEPTIONS: Fair 5; rich 4, ; : > 
17 rit al A2 QB Sacks: Brown, J. 13.5; Little 8.5; Wilson 5; Terry 4; Duff 4. N 28 t Vv d bil 
Celt Ee! Tacktes For Loss: Ralliff 7; Wilson 7. a Sys at Vanderbilt 
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You need soft hands to catch his passes. 
And DIRECTV to catch more of his games. 


you can choose the matchups you want to see. So follow your favorite teams. Catch the biggest 
battles. You're in control of up to 13 action-packed games every week. With 
NFL SUNDAY TICKET, the power is in your hands. So don’t drop it. Get DIRECTV. 
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AL WILSON IS THE TEAM’S THIRD-LEADING TACKLER WITH 83 
LAST SEASON DESPITE BATTLING INJURIES. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


caught a school-record 76 passes last season). But we have guys 
with ability.” 

Some of those guys are David Martin, Cedrick Wilson and Eric 
Parker, each in their second season at Tennessee. At 6-5 and 225 
pounds, Martin is an inviting target. Wilson and Parker are smaller 
and quicker. It’s worth noting that when Manning was working 
out for NFL scouts on March 10, he requested to throw to David 
Martin over Nash and Andy McCullough, seniors on last year’s 
team who were trying to showcase their talents to pro personnel. 

Washington thinks Wilson will be a “special player,” Parker a 
“super player,” and Martin “a weapon.” Martin was the most 
impressive during spring practice. 

The offensive line returns familiar faces but has a new coach. 
Mike Barry was hired from Southern California after not being 
retained when John Robinson was fired. Barry brings a reputation 
as an outstanding coach. 

Tackles Chad Clifton and Cosey Coleman (who made the SEC 
All-Freshman team last season) and guards Spencer Riley and 
Mercedes Hamilton started last year on a line that helped Ten- 
nessee lead the SEC in total offense and rank fourth in rushing. 
The Vols also set a school record for fewest sacks allowed per 
pass attempt (one in every 35.1 attempts). 

Senior Diron Robinson will try to replace Trey Teague at cen- 
ter. If Robinson struggles, the Vols could move Riley or defensive 
tackle Fred Weary to center, insert Coleman at guard, and start 
Jarvis Reado at tackle. Barry has seen enough game film to know 
he’s inherited a talented group. 

“There's no star among them, no bonafide first-round draft 
choice,” Barry said. “But | do think we have eight that can play, 
and that’s a blessing.” 


If there is an offensive position where the Vols can afford to 
be average, it's tight end. Returning starter Eric Diogu is a decent 
blocker. Antron Peebles, the most talented of the group, has 
been bothered by injuries, as has Neil Johnson. In two years, 
Johnson has bulked up from 212 to 255, improved his bench 
press almost 100 pounds, can vertical jump 36 inches, and might 
be the best all-around tight end. 

In passing situations, the Vols often use a four- or five- 
receiver set. Considering the Vols rarely throw to the tight ends 
— that position caught three passes last season — not having a 
good one hardly impacts the offense. And in short-yardage situa- 
tions, Tennessee has been known to use a tackle at tight end for 
extra blocking. 

On defense, Tennessee must replace six starters. The biggest 
concerns are the secondary — which lost Fair, Tori Noel and Cory 
Gaines — and mounting a pass rush. 

“The cupboard is not completely bare,” defensive coordinator 
John Chavis said. “I don’t think we were as talented as some peo- 
ple thought we were last year, but | don’t think we're as low as 
some people rank us this year.” 

Last year, Tennessee ranked third in the SEC in total defense, 
second in rushing and fourth in pass-defense efficiency. Matching 
those numbers will be a challenge. 

If healthy, the Vols should have one of the SEC’s best defen- 
sive lines. The linebacking corps should be solid. The secondary 
took the biggest hit. The returners have combined for 17 career 
starts. But the secondary also features two of the top young tal- 
ents. Free safety Deon Grant might be the most athletic defensive 
back the Vols have had since Dale Carter; that includes Fair. 

Fulmer thinks Grant “will be a great player (but) | don’t want 
to jinx him.” Grant is tall, can run and is graceful. He would play 
receiver if necessary. 

Cornerback Andre Lott, who sat out last season as a partial 
qualifier, spent most of the spring with the No. 1 unit. 

The lone returning starter is Dwayne Goodrich, who has six 
interceptions and six fumble recoveries in two seasons, one as a 
starter. His nickname is “magnet.” 

“Potentially, he could be one of the best that’s played that 
position around here in a long time,” secondary coach Kevin 
Ramsey said. 

Junior Fred White, who has made his mark on special teams, 
will start at strong safety. White's 43 tackles in a backup role 
ranked eighth on the team last year. 

Gerald Griffin and Steve Johnson have starting experience, 
and true freshman Willie Miles and Shawn Seabrooks could 
ascend on the depth chart. 

For the second straight year, Tennessee is moving a proven 
player at another position to middle linebacker. The experiment 
should be more fruitful this year. In 1997, defensive end Leonard 
Little was moved to middle linebacker. While Little led the team 
in tackles, he often was out of position and didn’t play well in 
pass coverage. 

While the move was widely criticized, Chavis said, “We 
would have never won 11 games if we hadn't made that move.” 

Moving outside linebacker Al Wilson to middle linebacker 
isn’t so risky. Wilson, the team’s third-leading tackler with 83 last 
season despite battling injuries, played middle linebacker in the 
Vols’ nickel package. He is strong against the run and good in 
pass coverage. 

Filling Wilson's outside linebacker spot is a concern, however. 
Eric Westmoreland, who missed last season because of a knee 
injury, tore cartilage in the same knee in April and had arthro- 
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BOOMED AVIATION 
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GET RESULTS ¢ 
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COMMERCIAL BANNER & BILLBOARD TOWING 
Banners For Weddings, Birthdays, and Anniversaries, 
Fraternities and Sororities, 

Elections, and Special Events 


SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY RATES 
Serving Florida ¢ Alabama ® Mississippi ¢ Louisiana ¢ Georgia 


BOOMER AVIATION, INC. PHONE 800-741-8877 
904-244-1313 


P.O. BOX 1075 
FT. WALTON BEACH, FL 32549 FAX 243-3366 
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1998 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


GB Tee Martin, Jr/Burney Veazey, Fr 


le Shaun Ellis, Jp/DeAngelo Lloyd, So 


TB Jamal Lewis, So*/Travis Stephens, So 


ur Billy Ralliff, Jr/Fred Weary, Fr 


FB Shawn Bryson, Sr*/Will Bartholomew, Fr 


RT Ron Green, Sr*/Darwin Walker, Jr 


WR Peerless Price, Sr*/David Martin, So RE Corey Terry, Sr*/Jeff Coleman, Sr__ 
WR _Jeremaine Copeland, $r/Cedrick Wilson, So OLB Eric Westmoreland, So/Jerrod Hayden, So 
TE Eric Diogu, Jr*/Antron Peebles, Sr MLB Al Wilson, Sr*/Shawn Johnson, Jr 
iT Chad Clifton, Jr*/. Josh Tucker, i - OLB Raynoch Thompson, Je°/| Roger Alexander, Jr 


LG Spencer Riley, Ir’ /Toby Champion, So 


cB Dwayne Goodrich, Je*/Maurice Fitzgerald, Fr 


C _ Diron Robinson, Sr/John Finalyson, Fr 


cB Steve Johnson, Sr/Andre Lott, So 


RG Mercedes Hamilton, Sr*/Reggie Coleman, Fr 


$s Fred White, Je/Tim Sewell, Sr = 


RT Cosey Coleman, So*/ Jorvis Reado, Sr 


FS Deon Grant, So/Gerald Griffin, Jr 


PK Cdeff Hall, Sr*/ Robert Loudermilk, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


ennessee’s greatest concern at the 

end of spring was defense. The Vols 

lost six starters from last year's 
defense, two projected starters missed all of 
spring practice because of injury and three 
others missed at least one week. 

“If we get everybody healthy, there’s 
no doubt in my mind we will be competi- 
tive,” defensive coordinator John Chavis 
said. “If we don’t get everybody healthy, 
there’s no doubt in my mind we will be 
competitive because that’s what we expect 
and that’s what’s going to occur.” 

Three major concerns are end Shaun 
Ellis and tackles Ron Green and Billy 
Ratliff. Ellis was involved in a car accident 
the day before spring practice began, suf- 
fering a hip dislocation and requiring more 
than 100 stitches about his face. Green 
missed the last two weeks of spring 
because of inflammation of a knee (he’s 
had two ACL surgeries). Ratliff missed all 
of spring because of a torn ACL suffered 
last November. 

Starting outside linebacker Eric West- 
moreland (torn knee cartilage) missed most 
of spring and had surgery in late April. 
Starting outside linebacker Raynoch 
Thompson had blurred vision, headaches 
and nosebleeds from sinus problems. 

* Quarterback Tee Martin capped a 
terrific spring by completing 9-of-14 passes 
for 180 yards and two touchdowns in the 
Orange and White game. Martin took 
numerous hits by the defense until coaches 
put a green “non-contact” jersey on him 
the last week of spring drills. 

¢ Tailback Jamal Lewis was limited, but 
not off limits during the spring. Vols coach 
Phillip Fulmer said UT rested tailback Jay 
Graham so much two springs ago, he was- 
n't sharp when the 1996 season started. 
Fulmer wanted Lewis to get enough carries 
to keep his rhythm. 

¢ The Vols displayed depth at tailback 
during the spring game. Travis Stephens 
rushed for 103 yards on six carries, Travis 
Henry had 114 on 17 runs and Dominique 
Stevenson had 65 on 15 runs. Stephens 
had a 73-yard touchdown run and a 94- 
yard touchdown reception on a swing pass. 
He emerged as the No. 2 tailback. 

¢ Reserve middle linebacker Chris 
Ramseur, a converted tailback, made his 
mark in the spring game, returning two 
recovered fumbles 30 and 32 yards for 
touchdowns. He also had an interception. 
Ramseur, a sophomore, is 5-10 and 211. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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TEE MARTIN IS REPLACING PEYTON 
MANNING, THE MOST PRODUCTIVE AND 
POPULAR PLAYER IN TENNESSEE HISTORY. 


PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 


scopic surgery. He isn’t exactly durable. 

Jerrod Hayden, Austin Kemp or junior 
college transfer Roger Alexander could 
challenge Westmoreland. Alexander is 
one of the team’s top athletes. When he 
learns the scheme, he will be hard to keep 
off the field. Alexander worked much of 
the spring at defensive end because of 
injuries at that position, but Fulmer feels 
Alexander is better suited for linebacker. 

The other outside linebacker is a bud- 
ding star, Raynoch Thompson, who played 
through a broken nose last season to regis- 
ter 67 tackles and cause three fumbles. 

Tennessee’s defensive line was deci- 
mated by injuries during the spring. The 
last two weeks of practice only two schol- 
arship tackles were healthy. 

Out for all or part of spring practice 
were ends Shaun Ellis and Corey Terry, 
and tackles Billy Ratliff, Ron Green, Jeff 
Coleman and Kenny Smith. Terry, Ratliff 
and Green are returning starters and Ellis 
is projected to start. 

Moreover, the Vols lost 30 sacks to 
graduation from a school-record 47 
recorded last year. Terry was the only 
defensive lineman who participated in 


Tee Martin Steps Into the Spotlight 


the mandate. The junior quarterback 

is replacing Peyton Manning — the 
most productive and popular player in Ten- 
nessee history. 

“Ill be hard,” Martin said. “People 
expect you to be just like him. But | have to 

(0 out and be myself, and play my style of 
Football — and win.” 

Winning is the key. It’s a given that 
Martin won't throw for as many yards or 
touchdowns as Manning. But he brings a 
weapon to the table that Manning didn’t. 

Martin can run (he’s clocked 4.48 over 
AO yards). He’s strong (a 405-pound bench 
press). And he has a terrific arm (he threw a 
football 78 yards as a high school sopho- 
more.). About the only thing he doesn’t 
have is experience. Last season, he played 
in just six games (counting the bow). and 
threw only 16 passes. 

But Tennessee fans hope they got a 
glimpse of the future at the Orange Bowl 
when Martin marched the Vols 80 yards on 
eight plays for a touchdown in the final 
minutes against co-national champion 


Ti Martin realizes the magnitude of 


Nebraska. He completed 4-of-4 passes for 
53 yards and a TD. 

“In my mind, | knew | could do it,” said 
Martin. “But to do it on the field, it took a 
lot of things off my shoulders. | felt | was in 
control and the team accepted me. | proved 
| could do it.” 

Tennessee has incorporated the option 
into the offense to take advantage of Mar- 
tin’s running skills, even though he’s never 
run the option. He was a run-and-shoot 
quarterback in high school. That’s why he 
requested live contact in the spring — usu- 
ally a no-no for Tennessee quarterbacks. 

Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer wants 
Martin to utilize his personnel and not try to 
do too much too soon. 

“His first challenge is to do the right 
things to help us win,” Fulmer said. “He 
doesn’t have to win games right now. He’s 
got to avoid losing games.” And learn to 
play in Manning’s shadow. 

“| like pressure,” Martin said. “I like 
being at the free-throw line with two sec- 
onds left and down by two.” 

Question is: Will he hit them both? Q 


spring practice who had more than one 
sack last year. Terry had four sacks. He 
also had six tackles behind the line and 15 
quarterback hurries, second on the team. 
Replacing Little’s 8.5 sacks and 
Jonathan Brown's SEC-leading 13.5 sacks 


Pall 


HE VOLS WILL BE 


| FAVORED TO WIN 
THEIR LAST FIVE GAMES, BUT 


THE FIRST SIX WILL DETER- 
MINE THE TEAM’S SUCCESS, 
AND COULD HELP FULMER 
SILENCE CRITICS. 


will be difficult. The Vols might have a better 
inside pass rush — with Ratliff, Green and 
Darwin Walker — than outside rush. Walker, 
who bench presses 525 pounds, can col- 
lapse a pocket, and Ratliff has the strength 
and quickness to sack a quarterback. 


“Anytime you're getting pressure up 
the middle and you can push that pocket 
and make the quarterback scramble out- 
side, it makes it easier on the ends,” said 
defensive ends coach Steve Caldwell. 

Two young defensive linemen — end 
DeAngelo Lloyd and tackle Fred Weary — 
could be valuable contributors this season. 
Chavis said one of his goals this spring was 
to get the No. 1 unit playing together. It 
was a problem last year, which led to some 
defensive inconsistencies. 

Tennessee's special teams could be 
strong. Jeff Hall is a three-time All-SEC kicker 
and hit 16 of 22 field-goal attempts last 
year. Sophomore David Leaverton, who has 
a strong leg, is likely to win the punting job 
he lost last season because he was erratic. 

Tennessee’s schedule is top-heavy. 
The Vols open at Syracuse, play Florida at 
home, visit Auburn and Georgia in early 
October, then face Alabama in Knoxville 
in the first two months of the season. 

The Vols will be favored to win their 
last five games, but the first six will deter- 
mine the team’s success. And could help 
Fulmer silence critics. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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teve Crosby sounds like a high-rank- 
ing military official being quizzed 
about some type of secret maneuver 
when he talks about football. 
More specifically, the subject is Van- 
derbilt football. The offense. The unit 
Crosby has just taken command of as the 


VANDERBILT 


"v7" COMMODORES 


The Commodore defense is another 
matter. You can’t blame last year’s 3-8 
record on this unit. It’s a tough, mean 
defense. It’s nasty. The best in the South- 
eastern Conference last year and among 
the best in the nation the last two seasons. 

It’s time, says head coach Woody 


to throw the football,” the Vandy coach 
said. “He agrees and is going to take 
some steps toward opening our offense 
up. I like what he’s been able to do in the 
short time he’s been here.” 

It’s no secret that Crosby likes “a 
wide-open brand of football.” He'll admit 


Offense Takes the Spotlight 


unit’s new coordinator. 

His words are guarded. Some of his 
responses stop abruptly in mid-sentence. 
He deliberately changes the direction of 
the conversation. 

Other questions are blatantly 
answered with a “No comment.” 

Crosby, a crusty veteran of the NFL, 
keeps his guard up. He's from the old 
school and worries about revealing too 
much about his plan to resurrect the Van- 
derbilt offense that has moved at a snail’s 
pace through the 1990s. 

“I can’t say too much about what 
we're doing without tipping our oppo- 
nents off,” Crosby says. “You've really got 
to watch that.” 

Crosby's credentials suggest he might 
be the one who could finally put some air 
into this offense and get it back into gear. 
His resume mentions 25 years in the NFL. 
Part of the time was spent as an assistant 
head coach under Marty Schottenheimer. 
His first 10 years were at the feet of Don 
Shula. Eventually, Crosby helped Cleve- 
land to the playoffs as the Browns’ offen- 
sive coordinator in 1994. 

So what if Crosby doesn’t realize it’s 
been a long, long time since any oppos- 
ing team was worried about Vandy’s 
offense? They lost interest way back when 
Gerry DiNardo’s I-Bone, ground-hugging, 
run game hit a brick wall, Rod Dowhower's 
pro-style, aerial attack never caught on, 
and last year’s run/pass balancing act 
was a bust. 


THE CORNERBACK POSITION IS IN GOOD 
HANDS WITH SENIOR FRED VINSON WHO IS 
BACK AFTER 22 CONSECUTIVE STARTS. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


Widenhofer, for the offense to catch up 
to the defense, and Crosby is the man he 
expects to blaze the trail. Widenhofer 
even changed the team’s slogan to give 
it an offensive flavor: “Woodyball2, On 
The Offensive.” 

Crosby may be tightlipped about his 
plans, but Widenhofer can’t stop talking 
about the man he put at the controls. 

“Steve and | worked together on the 
staff at Cleveland for three years, and I can 
honestly say he has the finest offensive 
mind of any coach | was around during all 
of my years in the NFL,” Widenhofer says. 
“When | saw an opportunity to add him to 
our staff, | wasted no time in bringing him 
on board.” 

Widenhofer gave Crosby one order 
when he hired him. “I told Steve that you 
can’t win in this league without being able 


at a glance 


1 99%. 3-8 Overall; 0-8 SEC (6th East) 

OA OM Woody Widenhofer — At VU: 3-8, 
| year; Overall: 15-39-1, 5 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 7 Offense, 
5 defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Jared 
McGrath, WR Todd Yoder, OT Clay Con- 
drey, NT Ryan Aulds, CB Fred Vinson, SS 
Ainsley Battles 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Defense has 
been the glaring strength for the past two 
years and even with six starters gone it will 
still have to carry the team. For that to 
happen, however, several young players, 


to that. Plus, it would be difficult to hide 
Vanderbilt's new alignment that is spread 
out with just one running back, three wide 
receivers and an H-back. 

The Xs and Os of the plan will remind 
some Vandy fans of the attack Dowhower 
tried to put in place during his short stint 
from 1995-96. The big difference, how- 
ever, is that Crosby's Xs and Os are a bet- 
ter fit for the scheme. For the past three 
years, even through the coaching change 
from Dowhower to Widenhofer, there has 
been an effort made to recruit wide 
receivers, tight ends and big linemen 
capable of protecting the quarterback. 

Of course, it’s nice when there is a 
quarterback to protect. Unfortunately, 
none of Vandy’s quarterbacks have taken 
a snap in a college game. It’s the only 
missing link, but it’s a big one. 


including a complete linebacking corps, 
will have to step up in a hurry. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: An incoming 
freshman may be called on to direct the 
offense, and that's a frightening thought 
in the SEC. 

OVERVIEW Widenhofer has managed to 
keep enthusiasm high among his players, 
despite their second consecutive season 
without a win against an SEC team last 
year. As long as the coach is able to use 
his charisma to pump confidence into his 
team, there is hope. 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece Nae / Position Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CoLeGe 
Antuion BRADFORD FB Ss 6-0, 210 Batesville, MS South Panola | Ryan NUNGESSER LB 6-3, 245 San Marino, CA Pasadena Poly 
| All-State @ District Most Valuable Player # Had 395 career tackles and 25 quarterback sacks @ | National Recruiting Advisor and PrepStar preseason All-American Missed senior season with 
| National Honor Society. knee injury # Team captain @ Had 102 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks and three fumble recover- 
} ies as a junior @ Member of baseball and weightlifting teams @ Baseball team captain. 
Jamie BYRUM OL @A235.. . “Grote Cay OH Grove City 
All-Ohio @ All-District # All-Region # Team co-captain @ As a senior, had 76 tackles, including Sean O'CONNOR GB 6-6, 228 Hackensack, NJ Hackensack 
45 solo and 10 for losses as defensive end @ Four-year honor roll. | | SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American @ Led team to two state championships Had 4,500 
| career passing yords and 29 touchdowns @ Three-year letterman in basketball @ Honor roll. 
Joe DOYLE DL 6-4, 241 Hales Corners, WI Waukesha Catholic 
All-State on offense and defense @ Three-year starter # Had 104 tackles and 16 quarterback | Brent PEACHER OL 6-5, 300 Lexington, KY Henry Clay 
sacks as a senior @ As a junior, had 96 tackles and 35 quarterback sacks @ Member of basket- | Honorable mention All-State # All-City # Four-time Academic All-State # Three-year letterman, 
ball team. 
Justin PURKEY QB 6-3, 200 Mt. Juliet Goodpasture 
Anthony FORD LB 6-2, 220 Hoover, AL Hoover Two-time All-State @ Team captain @ Had 3,624 career passing yards and 30 touchdowns # As 
Birmingham News Top 50 Three-time All-Region @ As a senior, had 76 tackles, including eight a senior, had 1,040 yards passing @ Had 1,807 yards passing and 17 touchdowns as a junior. 
for losses, eight quarterback sacks and three caused fumbles @ Had 252 tackles in three years. 
Everett ROBINSON WR/RB 5-10, 180 Hueytown, AL Shades Valley 
Jordan HILL OL 6-7, 260 Odessa, TX Odessa Three-time All-Region @ Had 670 yards rushing and 685 yards passing with 15 touchdowns as a 
All-West Texas Super Team @ Three-year letterman # National Honor Society. senior @ Had two 99-yard kickoff returns @ Runner-up in state long jump. 
Jerrol JACKSON DB 6-2, 185 Homewood, AL Homewood Tom SIMONE TE 6-5, 225 Pittsburgh, PA Mt. Lebanon 
Team Defensive Back of the Year # Team captain # Had 99-yard poss interception return as a Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 25 @ Member of state champion 400-meter relay team # 
senior All-State in track. National Honor Society. 
Anthony JONES WR 6-2, 170 Chattanooga Tyner | Dan STRICKER WR 6-3, 190 Cincinnati, OH Elder 
Rated No. 1 wide receiver in Tennessee by First Down Recruiting # Three-time All-State Helped | PrepStar All-Midwest Region @ All-Region @ All-District # As a senior, had 34 receptions and 
team to state championship # As a senior, had 48 receptions for 1,051 yards and 14 touch- nine touchdowns Had 1,910 career receiving yards and 22 touchdowns on 91 receptions @ | 
downs @ Returned five punts for touchdowns @ Had 69 tackles and nine interceptions # Aver- Punted for 41-yard average Member of baseball team # National Honor Society. 
aged 14 points and six rebounds per game in basketball. 
Lew THOMAS RB 6-0, 205 Atlanta, GA Westlake 
Rushen JONES ATH 6-1, 190 Memphis Whitehaven All-Metro  All-County Two-time team captain Four-year letterman in football # Three-year 
BlueChip Illustrated All-American @ Region Player of the Year @ Team coptain @ Had 1,239 letterman in baseball @ Two-year letterman in basketball @ All-American Scholar. 
yards rushing as a senior @ Had 1,971 all-purpose yards @ Had 435 yards receiving. 
David WALLACE QB 6-4, 210 Brentwood Christ Presbyterian Acad. 
| Chuck LOSEY TE 6-4, 240 Hixson Soddy-Daisy | All-State @ Three-time All-District @ Team captain @ Had 4,740 career passing yards and 43 
All-State as defensive lineman @ All-Region as tight end @ Team co-captain @ As a senior, had | touchdowns @ Had 2,113 yards passing as a senior # Three-time All-District in baseball. 
| 11 receptions for 183 yards and one touchdown @ Had 83 tackles and 16 quarterback sacks, 
Brandon WALTHOURS 6-3, 19 Orlando, FL Dr, Phillips 
Jim MAY DL 6-4, 294 Lilburn, GA Parkview All-Central Florida @ All-District @ All-Orange County Played just senior year of football # 
All-State @ Region Lineman of the Year # Two-time All-County # County Lineman of the Year. Two-time letterman in basketball. 
Aaron McWHORTER DB 6-1, 180 Fort Worth, TX O.D. Wyatt Dustin WUEST OL 6-3, 290 Austin, TX Lake Travis 
Two-time All-District @ Team captain As a senior, had 75 solo tackles, 59 assists, nine passes All-Region @ Two-time All-District @ Team captain @ Three-year letterman in track and power- 
broken up and three eid Class Valedictorian # National Honor seni lifting. 


ALO OK¢ATHHEXGOMMODORE: 


“RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(3-8, 0-8) 3 oA EASING SI GU Sept. 5 at Mississippi State 
f Att Comp Yaros Pct 1D INT 
29 ~~ North Texas 12 ‘Allen 283° «128 «41544 452 8 10 Sept. 12 — at Alabama’ 
Carter 10 2 24 200 0 O aS 
0 Alabama 20 RUSHING Sept. 19 Mississippi 
40 TCU 16 Na Yauns Oct. 3  atTCU 
a xe a Williams, J. 98 a ie al : - 
3 Mississippi 15 McGrath 127 439 46 2 Oct. 10 Western Michigan 
Morgan 62 256 4.1 37 2 
| 6 LSU 7 Allen 104 184 1.8 42 1 Oct. 17 at Georgia 
RECEIVING ; 
hn 7 Northern Illinois 7 va CAG Oct. 24 South Carolina 
| | Williams, J. 24 183 7.6 29 2 
13 ‘Georgia 34 wae 2 a7 Se Oct. 31 Duke 
fe Hogans 20 381 19.1 68 3 . 
3 South Carolina 35 | ‘Azoma 14 sae we || eZ Florida ; 
7 Florida 20 I DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 14 at Kentucky 
; Tacxtes: Hall 129; Duncan 119; Jordan 71; Battles 56. ee 
10 Kentucky 21 | naerconons: Chavous 4 Baten 3. Nov. 28 . Tennessee _ 
| QB Sacks: Young 8; Hall 3.5; Jordan 2.5: Duncan 2. ee 
10 Tennessee 17 | Tackiss For Loss: Hall 11; Duncan 10; Aulds 8. Birmingham, At 
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JARED McGRATH IS A TALENTED, HARD-NOSED RUNNER, 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


Widenhofer sent Jamail Carter, who had spent two seasons 
backing up Damian Allen at quarterback, to safety during the 
spring. That left Hi Lewis, a junior from Denver, Greg Zolman, a 
redshirt freshman left-hander, and Duce Reeder, an undersized 
sophomore, to battle it out for the starting job. Nothing was 
decided in the spring, and it could be well into preseason camp 
before someone steps forward. 

Widenhofer admits the offense may be handed over to one of 
the three highly touted high school quarterbacks — Justin Purkey, 
David Wallace or Sean O’Conner — at some point this season. 

At every other position on the offense, Crosby reaped the 
rewards of the effort to recruit skilled athletes. He will have play- 
ers like Adam Ditto, a redshirt freshman wide receiver, to rely on. 
Ditto quickly moved from the back of the pack to the front after 
watching from the sideline last year, and has joined veteran wide 
receivers Todd Yoder and Tavarus Hogans on the first team. 

“| really don't feel like | am behind at all because we were all 
trying to learn the new offense during the spring,” says Ditto, a 
highly touted and heavily recruited player from Kennesaw, Ga. 
“Everything is different from last year’s offense, but it's basically 
the same as it was under Dowhower. We've got some experi- 
ence in what we're trying to do.” 

It's been years since Vanderbilt had talent (Ditto) and experi- 
ence (Yoder and Hogans) at wide receiver. Yoder and Hogans, 


both juniors, combined for 41 catches and 705 yards last year. 

“We've still got some work to do and we'll get that done in 
the fall,” Crosby said. “But | liked some of the things | saw from 
our receivers in the spring. It was my first chance to see them on 
the field. 

“The thing you have to remember is that they were learning 
another new system, so they were out there thinking and trying 
to perform at the same time. When it comes more natural to 
them, it will be better.” 

The biggest difference between Crosby's offense and 
Dowhower'’s is that Crosby has no plans to abandon the running 
game. How could he with a talented, hard-nosed runner like 
Jared McGrath in the backfield? Of course, fans asked how 
Dowhower could ditch the running game after it had been 
Vandy’s only means of moving the ball through the 1990s. 

McGrath came on so strong at midseason that he knocked 
speedster Jimmy Williams off the first team. The coaching staff 
then felt comfortable enough during the offseason to move 
Williams to defense, where a replacement was sorely needed at 
right cornerback after the graduation of Corey Chavous. 

McGrath, who finished just behind Williams (527 yards) as the 
team’s leading rusher (491 yards), still has some pressure on him. 
As soon as Jimmy Williams stepped out of the picture, Rodney 
Williams, a redshirt freshman, quickly stepped in. Rodney Williams, 
one of the strongest skilled players on the team, was expected to 
move to fullback, but the new offense doesn’t have a fullback. So 
he’s back with a crowd at tailback including junior Alvin Duke, who 
also may see action in the defensive secondary, and senior Johnny 
Metoyer who is pushing McGrath for playing time. 

“There’s always going to be competition at this position,” 
McGrath said. “I’m used to that, | expect it and I like it. It keeps 
me at my best.” 

All of a sudden the tight end is a vital part of the offense. The 
seldom-used position in last year’s scheme will play an important 
role in getting the offense off the ground because the new quar- 
terback will need a short-distance receiver to go to when he gets 
in trouble. Sophomore Elliott Carson, who started nine games, is 
back, but senior O.]. Fleming, who started the other two games, 
is still breathing down his neck. 

“These guys will probably have the ball thrown their way 
twice as much in this offense,” tight end coach Bill Maskill said. 

Perhaps Crosby’s biggest advantage over Dowhower in mak- 
ing this offense work will be an experienced offensive line. Many 
of the players who struggled as youngsters under Dowhower are 
still around, bigger, stronger and more intelligent in the trench 
wars. Jeff Barnett is a junior center who has started most of his 
career, along with sophomore guard Michael Saltsman, junior 
tackle Raminte Byndom and senior tackle Clay Condrey. 

“The line is the most important thing for any offense,” 

Crosby said. “Since my first day on the job, I’ve been working with 
these guys to teach them what we want them to do. This is where 
it all starts.” ; 

Defense has been Vanderbilt’s trademark since Widenhofer 
came onto the scene as Dowhower’s coordinator. The unit was as 
strong as ever last year when Widenhofer became the head coach 
and Norm Parker, the former linebacker coach, took over as coordi- 
nator. There is no way the defense can be as outstanding this year 
after losing six starters including middle linebacker Jamie Duncan, 
the SEC’s co-Defensive Player of the Year, fellow linebackers Carl- 
ton Hall, the SEC’s leading tackler, and Antony Jordan along with 
Chavous, an All-SEC cornerback. But the five returning starters 
along with the new linebacker corps — Lamont Turner, Jamie Win- 
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ANDERBILT-~~~- 


COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER 


No. NAME Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No, NAME Pos, Class Hr. Wr. HomeTown 
98 Ryon Aulds DL So 63 245 Lebanon 52 Ryan McSwain O So 61 252 Mi ddiet 

50 Jeff Barnett Ck 63 259 Dallas, TX 37 Johnny Metoyer ROS “59 199 North Augusta, SC 
8 Rahim Batten FS St 58191 Detroit, MI 3 Bly Mile WR + 60-179 Highlond Villoge, TX 
“22 Kindy Btls S ok Si : 193 tibum, GA ry ‘Noe Morow — (Bo Fr «= 3-230 New Concord, OH 
70 Raminte’ Byndom OL Jt 64 295 Midwest City, OK 73 Russ Nol OL So , 65 266 Callnn, AL 2 
80 Eliott Carson TE % 65 250 Labora . 59 WillOates : DL Fr «= 5-249 Houston, TX 

V1 Jomail Carter St ke 69% 215 Hous, TK : 5 Duce Reeder 5 QB So 6&1 ~—-180_—_Evansvlle, IN 

30 Damien Charley Bb & 57 1% Bighon, AL . 7h Joe Robb ra a % 68 286 San Angelo, TX 
47 Scott Cohen Pook 62-208 Winker Pork, FL 7 Daren Rothenberg A % : 63 295 Farragut 

Ua Bros Coes = FS So 41 198 Tiny, AL ? 7 "Michel Sbsmon OQ s+ 64 : 284 Wichita Fell, 1X 
76 Clay Condrey OL Se 66 = 269 Houston, TX 58 Jon Snih tL & BAO Sewe, NY 

Wally Conyers ou fF 67 27 Alero, GA ; rs Jason Smith d Db S& 62 392 lcwioghc, Al 

F Chris Cook B ok 6 236 Plot Monin, NC ‘B Brett Speakman Kode S183 Chadote, NC 

7) David Coppeans ; OL Se = 5-293 Murfreesboro 26 Mol Stewart BS 64 218 Cohmbus, OH 
(x) Dayle Crosby oO fe 64 262 Pot 9 Joe FL ’ 4% Brian Toye BOR OS 188 Prine George, VA 
83 Shane Daly WR fro 61197 Lake Chores, VA 95° Stove Tres O ft 64 (256 Font Wer, TK 

6 Adam Ditlo WR OFr 5 7 Kennesaw, GA ths esen ore = B os : 61 234 Fronkln 

24 Abin Duke GB ke 59 18 puta “97 Tyer Unzicker = OL fr BT 269 Palatka, FL 

84 01. Fleming T oS 664 (59 Fron 45 Dick Von Nort Bok 63 221 Tucson, AZ 
7 inoue ri Fe re 270 Jocksn, MS 1 Fred Vinson GB SS Sil 178 Norh Augusta, SC 
28 Leon Gill S bk 61 18 Mardin, AL 9% Regie Woshingon Te. fr Z 63 245 Windsor, CT 

w Pal Green OL So 67 348 Enmow, PA 2 Jamie Wolk fs ok “al 212 Hilkboro, AL 
64 Brian Gruber _ ri So r 67 20 Katy, TX ¥ 91 “a Webb [ame 63 1% ; Hono,TK 

7) Taleo tae) db & 63 2A "Dayna Bead A “94 KeinWhikhust = «KS So. «60.175 Brewood 

69 Mot Hill OL So 65 308 Odessa, TX 9 Jimny Willioms B® % 510 187 Baton Rouge, LA 
7 Tavorus Hogans WR 5-10 184 DeFniok Springs, FL 20 Rodney Wilms RB fr 511 200 Brminghm, AL 7 
D Adkew Ker 3 8B s 60 182 “Ania, GA 79 Shown Wikon a & 64 294 Newport, Al Fy 
Pi Donald kige CBS : 58 181 : Houston, T 16 Zoch Winkler WR i S11 178 Bimsinghom, AL ; 
“@8 Bolowowe =| WROCSos«S-10—‘18 9. Petru, F 43 Jomie Winbom B of 6 2 Wetumpka, AL 
32 Horold Lericius CB Fr «S11 186 Casselberry, FL 8 Andre Woods WR So 59 168 Arlington, TX 

13 Hilewis GB ok «= 2-183 Denver, CO i 81 Todd Yoder WR Jr 64 208 New Plein, IN 
y Jekn Markham RK So Gt 207 Brentwood 12. Greg Zolman G8 Fr 64 ‘194 Miomisburg, OH 
33. Jored McGrath 8 So 59 193 Ocala, FL a ae : 
1 ALMcGrew 1B So 0 229 Birminghom, AL Roster ond depth chart subject to change. 


1998 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Hi Lewis, Jr/Greg Zolman, Fr 


SPRING UPDATE 


t some point during spring prac- 

tice a rumor spread that Woody 

Widenhofer was looking to get out 
of Vanderbilt. He’d had enough of the 
college game and was ready to head back 
to the NFL as an assistant coach. 

Nothing could have been further from 
the truth, according to Widenhofer. 

“Why would I walk away at this 
point? We're about to turn this thing 
around. I’m not about to let somebody 
else come in here and take the credit for 
all this hard work,” he said. 

¢ Adam Ditto, a redshirt freshman 
wide receiver, burst onto the scene and 
was the shining star of the Black and 
Gold spring game. He led the Gold to a 
24-20 win by hauling in nine passes for 
200 yards and scored two touchdowns 
including a 75-yarder where he beat cor- 
nerback Jimmy Williams down the middle 
of the field. 

¢ [t was announced in the spring that 
the Tennessee Oilers will use Vanderbilt 
Stadium to play its home games in 1998. 

Vanderbilt officials say they will use 
the money from the one-year deal to pull 
up the artificial turf on Dudley Field and 
replace it with natural grass in time for 
the 1999 season. 

¢ Jamail Carter, who spent two years 
backing up Damian Allen at quarterback, 
looked forward to spring drills so that he 
could learn his new position in the defen- 
sive secondary. 

Carter, however, was injured during 
the first two weeks when he got caught at 
the bottom of a pile and suffered a 
twisted ankle. The junior from Houston is 
expected back in time for fall camp and 
will be in the rotation at strong and free 
safety when the season kicks off. 

¢ Vanderbilt picked up a 6-8, 255- 
pound, prospect when Gianni Cugini, a 
center on the Commodores’ basketball 
team, tried out during the final week of 


Alphonso Harvey, Sr/Wally Conyers, Fr : * a 

TB Jared McGrath, So*/Rodney Williams, Fr LT lan Smith, Sr*/Steve Trese, Fr” SPENg practice. Cugini had es! played 
HB Todd Yoder, Jr*/Shane DAL a) a NT Ryan Aulds, So*/Jason Smith, Sr Z a down of football im college, high 
WR Tavarus Hogans, Jr/ ‘Andre Woods, So i RE ‘Doyle Crosby, Fr/Russ Nicoll, So * school, Junior high or BECWEES: before 
WR Adam Ditto, Fr/Zach Winkler, Jr | | OB Matt Stewart, So/Chris Cook, Jr ~~-~-~«|_~SC Widenhofer asked if he'd like to give it a 
TE Elliott Carson, So*/O.J. Fleming, Sr MLB Jamie Winborn, Fr/Dick Van Non, Jr try. Cugini, whose playing time in bas- 

LT Clay Condrey, Sr*/Brian Gruber, So ‘1B Lamont Turner, Jr/ Nate Marrow, Fr ketball had diminished over the last two 
IG Michael Salman, Jr°/David Coppeans, Sr ; “CB Jimmy Williams, So/Domonick Koger, Sr seasons, played tight end and may see 

C Jeff Barnett, Jr*/Ryan McSwain, Fr CB Fred Vinson, Sr*/Damien Charley, Sr some action at defensive end if he 
RG Shawn Wilson, Sr/Darren Rothenberg, Sous Ss. Ainsley Battles, Je*/Jamail Carter, Jr decides to stick with it and comes back 

RT Raminte Byndom, Jr*/Pat Green, So : FS”) Rahim Batten, Sr*/Jamie Watkins, Jr out in the fall. 
“PK John Markham, So*/Brett Speakman, Jr - P Joe Webb, So*/Brett Speakman, Jr — Mike Organ 
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Williams Trying to Fill Big Shoes 


becoming a familiar refrain for the 

Vanderbilt football team. 

Last year the talented freshman from 
Baton Rouge, La., was expected to 
pump new life into the Commodores’ 
struggling offense. 

The hope this year is that he can 
help the defense remain among the best 
in the nation. 

“| played cornerback in high school, 
but it’s been a while,” said Williams, who 
originally made a verbal commitment to 
Northwestern where he was recruited to 
play in the secondary. “I’m still getting 
used to how the scheme works over there. 
I'm going to give it my best.” 

After leading the team in rushing 
with 527 yards last year, Williams is 
stepping over to eine where he 
won't get his hands on the ball nearly 
as much, but he will still be a high- 
profile player. 

ibe parse a cornerback if 
Vandy, particularly one trying to fi 
the shoes left behind by All-SEC per- 
former Corey Chavous, is under the 
microscope of the coaching staff and 
the media spotlight. 


J immy Williams to the rescue. It’s 


Anyone willing to tackle the position 
has to be as talented as he is intelligent. 
The success of the entire defense hinges 
on the play of the cornerbacks. Those 
nasty tnabecker: who get so much 
recognition at Vanderbilt wouldn’t be 
ray as daring if the cornerbacks 
weren't watching their backs, jamming 
up the wide receivers trying to get open. 

“He’s been great about moving over 
there,” Widenhofer says. “I think it will 
help the team out there, and | think it 
will | help Jimmy a lot, too. He will have 
a lot better chance of playing at the 
next level at that position than at run- 
ning back.” 

Williams’ biggest obstacle this year 
is living up to the high standard 
Chavous set after startin every game of 
his four-year career ttl being named 
fo the All-SEC first team last season. 

Chavous has tried to make the tran- 
sition easy for Williams. 

“He gave me his plaque that he got 
for making the All-SEC team,” Williams 
said. “I know Corey was a great player. 
He’s been helping me out when he can, 
and I’m going to do everything | can to 
make him and everyone proud.” Q 


born and Matt Stewart — have vowed to 
keep it near the top of the conference. 

“| like that the spotlight is already on 
us because it pushes you harder to keep it 
going,” says Winborn, a redshirt freshman 
who will be the most heavily scrutinized 
player on the unit trying to replace Duncan 
at middle linebacker. “Duncan and those 
guys did a great job, but | look at it like 
they paved the way for us to take over.” 

“Because the linebacking corps was 
so good last year there is a lot of attention 
on us, so if we do good we will get a lot 
of publicity,” Turner says. “If not, well, | 
don’t even want to think about that.” 

The defensive line was hit hard by 
graduation, too, losing several key stars 
including both ends. There is some good 
news with the return of one of the team’s 
strongest players, lan Smith, at tackle. 
He'll team with nose tackle Ryan Aulds, a 
Freshman All-American, to pick up the 
slack in the line. 


1998 


\ 


sa oy 
JIMMY WILLIAMS, THE TALENTED FRESHMAN 
FROM BATON ROUGE, LA., WAS EXPECTED TO 
PUMP NEW LIFE INTO THE COMMODORES’ 
STRUGGLING OFFENSE LAST YEAR. 
PHOTO BY PATRICK MURPHY-RACEY 


All eyes are on the cornerback posi- 
tion with Chavous gone and Williams 
ready to step in. Williams is one of the 
fastest players on the team and a “natural 


cormerback,” according to Widenhofer. 
The other cornerback position is in good 
hands, too, with senior Fred Vinson back 
after 22 consecutive starts. 


New secondary coach Dino Folino 
also found plenty of experience at safety. 
Not only does Folino have free safety 
Rahin Batten, who was fifth on the team in 
tackles and second in interceptions, and 
strong safety Ainsley Battles, who Widen- 
hofer believes is one of the best players 
on the team, but he gets Carter, who 
moved over from quarterback, to mix into 
the rotation. 

The special teams, which were among 
the nation’s best two seasons ago, fell on 
hard times last year, and Widenhofer shuf- 
fled his staff to try and fix the problem. 
Ray Zingler, the recruiting coordinator, 
has experience in specials team coaching 
and will take over the unit, but will get 
input from all the other coaches on the 
staff. The punter, Joe Webb, and kicker, 
John Markham, were both freshmen last 
year and showed flashes of becoming 
solid players. 

— Mike Organ 
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Gators win with awesome defense, improved passing game. 
Vols have lost five straight to Gators ... make if six. _ 


Dawgs lost too many impact players to contend. 

Hal Mumme’s offense scares defenses to death. 

Coach Brad Scott needs bow! berth to win fans’ support. 
Impotent offense keeps Commodores in basement. 


Run game carries Tigers to first outright divisional title. 
Tide rebounds from 4-7 season behind stout defense. 


If healthy, Hogs will be SEC’s most improved team. 


Tommy Tuberville has Rebels contending for another bowl. 


_ Lack of quarterback, running game dooms Tigers. 


RB James Johnson can’t overcome problems at QB. 


fter being blessed with a 

succession of hotshots in 

the 1990s, the Southeast- 
ern Conference is finding quality quar- 
terbacks to be a rarity this season. 

Yes, Kentucky's Tim Couch follows 
the lead of guys like Peyton Manning, 
Danny Wuerffel, Eric Zeier, Heath Shuler, 
Jay Barker ... record-breaking passers 
who received national recognition. 

But other than Couch and Herb 
Tyler, LSU's underrated can-do quar- 
terback who is 23-5 as a starter — 
that’s more than twice as many wins as 
any other QB in the league — teams 
will be led by players who will open 
the 1998 season as question marks. 

And as usual, the emergence and 
performance of the league's quarter- 
backs figure to play a substantial role in 
who beats who and finishes where and 
gets to play in the postseason. 

Six SEC teams — Tennessee, 
Georgia, Alabama, Auburn, Ole Miss 
and Vanderbilt — are breaking ina 
new starter. Two others — Florida and 
Mississippi State — aren't sure if the 
incumbent will keep his job. One 
returning starter is trying to bounce 
back from a blown knee, and another 
completed less than 50 percent of his 
passes last season. 

Tee Martin of Tennessee is an 
emerging star, but he’s never started a 
game, and he has just 16 career pass 
attempts as Manning's two-year 
understudy. How he will respond as 
the starter remains to be seen. He gets 
his baptism at Syracuse and against 
Florida. Considering Manning never 
beat Florida, Martin's task is arduous. 

South Carolina’s Anthony Wright, 
compared three years ago to Florida 
State’s Charlie Ward, tore his ACL in 
the ninth game of last season. His 
rehabilitation is on schedule, but can 
he match his 1997 numbers of 55 per- 
cent passing for 18 touchdowns and 
only five interceptions? 

Clint Stoerner broke the Arkansas 
single-game and single-season passing 
records of his position coach, Joe Fer- 
guson, but he’s got to improve his 
48.5 percent accuracy and his TD-inter- 
ception ratio of 13-12. 

Florida’s strong-armed Doug John- 
son encountered shoulder problems and 
will probably be watching sophomore 
Jesse Palmer as the sesaon begins. 

Ben Leard of Auburn not only 
must replace Dameyune Craig, but he 
doesn’t have as strong of a supporting 
cast. The Tigers’ top rusher gained just 
277 yards last year, and explosive 
receiver Robert Baker has been dis- 
missed from the team. 

At Georgia, the departed Mike 
Bobo is looking better than ever after 
an up-and-down career that finished 
way up last season. Mike Usry, Daniel 


MOST VALUABLE 
PLAYER 
Tim Couch, 98, Kentucky 


OFFENSIVE 
PLAYER OF YEAR 
Jamal Lewis, RB, Tennessee 


NEWCOMER 
OF THE YEAR 


Dennis Johnson, LB, Kentucky 


DEFENSIVE 
PLAYER OF YEAR 
Champ Bailey, DB, Georgia 
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Kentucky 
Tennessee 
LSU 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Ole Miss 
LSU 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
Ole Miss 
LSU 
Tennessee 


South Carolina 
Florida 
Alabama 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Florida 

Florida 
Georgia 
Vanderbilt 
Alabama 
South Carolina 
Mississippi State 


LSU 

Mississippi State 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Mississippi State 
Florida 
Alabama 
Auburn 

Florida 
Mississippi State 
Mississippi State 


Florida 
Auburn 
Arkansas 
LSU 
Tennessee 
Mississippi State 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Florida 
Florida 
Auburn 
Alabama 


Cobb and Quincy Carter (who played two years of pro baseball before 
retuming to football) will compete for the starting job. 

Sophomore Romaro Miller, Mississippi's most-heralded high 
school quarterback since Archie Manning, must be ready in a hurry. He 
has a good arm and quick feet. 

Matt Wyatt started for Mississippi State, but he hit just 45.8 per- 
cent of his passes, opening the door for Rob Morgan to possibly take 
away the job. 

Vanderbilt's Damian Allen, the SEC's worst passer last year, will 
be replaced by another subpar passer, Hi Lewis. 


Florida is ready to return to what it considers its rightful place on 
the East throne. 

The Gators can count on charging back to the top behind the best 
defensive front seven in college football and a solid running game, led 
by Terry Jackson, Florida has a strong offensive line, but the receiving 
corps is Spurrier’s least imposing at Florida. 

The Gators’ defensive front is so ferocious that the straight pass 
rush should cover possible soft spots in the secondary. 


QB _sKentucky 
CB/WR_ Georgia 


Junior 
Junior 
RB Tennessee 
RB/Ret LSU 

RB LSU 

LB Florida 


LB Tennessee 


Soph 

Senior 
Junior 
Junior 
Senior 
OT Georgia Senior 
WR 
RB Miss. State 


__ Kentucky Senior 


Senior 


It is that defense that makes Florida a solid favorite in 1998, and if 
Spurrier can patch together just enough offense — which he always 
does — it’s difficult to tell who will beat them. 

Tennessee lost its best-ever quarterback and its leading receiver, 
but the Vols’ offense will be potent because of super sophomore Jamal 
Lewis and the team’s best offensive line in three years. Defense is a 
concern, particularly since the front four has been injury-prone and the 
secondary lost three starters. 

Georgia lost too many starters and too many stars — including its 
top passer, rusher and receiver — to duplicate last year’s 10-win sea- 
son. The Bulldogs should have a sound running game, but a suspect 
passing game. Cornerback Champ Bailey, arguably the SEC’s premier 
athlete, anchors a good defense. The Bulldogs return the fewest 
starters (nine) of any SEC team. 

Kentucky's offense is the best in the SEC, but its defense still 
might be the worst. Couch, who last year completed 66.4 percent of 
his passes and had more yards (3,884) and touchdowns (37) than 
Manning in one fewer game, will outscore enough teams to vault the 
Wildcats into bowl contention. 

South Carolina has several good players, but not enough differ- 
ence-makers to contend, Wright's return remains questionable. 


Nation's premier QB; '97 figures 3,884 yds, 66.4 percent, 37 TDs. 
SEC's most versatile player, could start both ways. 

Rare blend of power and speed (1,364 yards in 1997). 

Can beat you rushing, receiving or returning punts or kicks. 

He was better runner than Faulk last year before knee injury. 
A big talent who can dominate a game; strong pass rusher. 
Tenacious tackler, plays with great intensity. 

Best blocker in the SEC, looks like a sure first-round guy. 

Led SEC with 73 catches, returned punt and KO for TDs in '97. 


Excellent power runner, ranked fourth in SEC with 1,069 yds. 


DB Fernando Bryant 
QB Clint Stoerner 

DE Jimmy Brumbaugh 
_RB Terry. Jackson 


LB Travis Carroll 
_ LB Quenton Caver 
RB Demontray Carter 


QB Jesse Palmer 


DB/WR/KR Champ Bailey 
_ QB Tim Couch 
QB Herbie Tyler __ 


TE Rufus French 
RB James Johnson 
QB Anthony Wright 


RB Jamal Lewis 
CB Fred Vinson 


WR Freddie Milons 
DB Tony Lockhart 
PK Damon Duval 


WR Brian Hougabrook _ 


___DT Kenny Smith_ 


_DT Ryan Hale 
OL Jeno James _ 
DE Willie Cohens 


LB Orantes Grant 
DB Willie Gary 
_ WR Abram Booty 


RB Jasper Sanks 
LB/DE Dennis Johnson 


__WR Damien Woods _ 


OT Chris Terry 
RB Anthony White 
LB Joe Wesley 


QB Romaro Miller 
TE Reggie Kelly 


__LB Marco Hutchinson 


LB Eddie Strong 
DL Alvin McKinley 


LB Darion Hutcherson 


DB Deon Grant 
DT Ryan Aulds 


WR Eric Parker 


LB Jamie Winborn 


OL Todd Wade 

OL Randy Thomas 
_FB Jacob Bush 

FB Shawn Bryson 
CB Jimmy Williams 


LSU RUNNING BACK KEVIN FAULK 


PHOTO BY BRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN: 


Vanderbilt lost three standout linebackers and four starters from 
the SEC’s worst offense. The Commodores might go winless again in 
the SEC. 


LSU has tied for first in the West Division each of the last two years, 
but lost to the co-champion (Alabama in 1996 and Auburn in 1997), cost- 
ing Gerry DiNardo’s team a chance to play in the SEC title game. This sea- 
son, that shouldn't be a problem. 

LSU clearly is best in the West, led by a superb running game, an 
efficient quarterback and a strong offensive line. LSU was ninth in the 


Virginia at Auburn 


Tennessee at Syracuse 


It Tigers lose, Terry Bowden might have a long year. 


This could determine the type season the Vols have. 


BYU at Alabama 


Auburn at Ole Miss 
Georgia at S. Carolina _ 


LSU at Auburn 
Florida at Tennessee _ 


Much tougher opener than Tide usually messes with. 


Wildcats face in-state rival in new Papa John’s Stadium. 


Bowden must win or face possible 0-5 SEC start. 
Winner usually has good season, loser fades. 


Battle of last year's co-champions in West Division. 


Winner wins East, Gators have won 5 straight over Vols. 


Alabama at Arkansas 


Hogs must win this to be serious West contender. 


Florida at Alabama 
Tennessee at Auburn 
Georgia at LSU 


LSU at Florida 


This could indicate if Tide has rebounded from last year. _ 


Must-win for Tigers in their bid for West title. 


Battle of SEC's two best teams, Gators want revenge. _ 


Tennessee at Georgia 
Auburn at Florida 


Alabama at Tennessee 
Georgia at Kentucky 


Arkansas at Auburn 
Florida-Georgia (J'ville) 


LSU at Ole Miss : 


Alabama at LSU 
Georgia at Auburn 


Alaboma-Auburn (B'ham) 
Florida at Florida State 
LSU at Notre Dame 

S. Carolina at Clemson 


Georgia Tech at Georgia 
Miss. State at Ole Miss 


Jim Donnan hasn't forgiven UT for running up score. 
Auburn is last SEC team to win at Florida Field (1994). 


Bitter rivalry has turned Tennessee's way in recent years. 
Wildcats usually give Bulldogs trouble in Commonwealth. 


This could determine West runner-up. 
Vengeance game for Gators and Steve Spurrier. 
Rival Rebels spoiled LSU's chances to win West last year. _ 


Tigers haven't beaten Tide at home since 1969. 
Huge rivalry game, could affect national ranking. 


Few regular-season games match intensity of Iron Bowl. 
Teams despise each other, state bragging rights on line. _ 
Rubber match after teams split two games last year. 
Gamecocks’ Brad Scott might need win to pacify fans. 


LSU catches Irish week before, letdown is possible. 
Hard-fought game — last year was a classic UGA win. 
Winner gets coveted Egg Bow! trophy, loser gets egg 


SEC in total defense last year, but eight starters return. 
Alabama will improve from its worst record since 1957, but how 


much? Look for the Tide to be in a lot of close games; but in coach Mike 


DuBose’s first season, ‘Bama lost four games by six or fewer points. The 
offense looks like it will be a little better, the defense a lot better. 

If the Crimson Tide can just win a couple of those close games, 
they can be back in the bowl biz. 

Arkansas returns the most starters (19) in the SEC, 10 on offense. 


If tailback Madre Hill, who sat out the last two years with a knee injury, 


returns to form, he could put up big numbers behind the Hogs’ best 
line in years. But consider that Arkansas was last in the SEC in rushing 
last year and set a school record for rushing ineptitude. 

Ole Miss might be as well-coached as any SEC team, but the 
Rebels return only 11 starters. They lost three linebackers, their quar- 
terback and speedy tailback John Avery. 

Auburn has eight defensive starters back, but how will the Tigers 
score? They relied too much on Craig last year. Baker is gone, the run- 
ning game was 11th in the league and the schedule is formidable. 

Mississippi State was snubbed by the bowls after a 7-4 season. 
Another 7-4 mark will be difficult to duplicate. James Johnson (1,069) 
must carry the offense. The defensive line was decimated. 


— Jimmy Hyams 


MOVIE GALLEY 


The BIGGEST Hits Are 


here, NOW 


GUARANTEED, 


WERE STOCKING UP WITH MORE 
COLES OF THE HOT NEW RELEASES: 


labama has a reputation for annually playing one of the 
weakest collections of non-conference schedules in college 
football. But not so in 1998. 

This year, the Crimson Tide plays arguably the most difficult non-league 
schedule, with Brigham Young, East Carolina and Southern Miss — none a 
gimme for the Tide, especially one coming off a 4-7 season. 

After experiencing the disappointing record in coach Mike DuBose’s first 
season, the Tide must try to improve dramatically with a schedule that 
includes six 1997 bowl teams. Alabama must visit Tennessee, LSU, Arkansas 
and Mississippi State — four teams that the Tide lost to last season. 

BYU, Florida, Southern Miss and Auburn all visit Alabama. 

Auburn, meantime, is staring at a difficult two-month stretch to open the 
season, in which the Tigers face eight consecutive opponents that had win- 
ning records last year. Florida has the disadvantage of facing all of the 
strongest teams in the SEC, with its three conference “misses” being the three 
traditionally weakest teams in the West. 

If Tennessee can get past the first half of the season, in which four of its 
first five opponents are Syracuse, Florida, Auburn and Georgia, the Vols’ last 
six opponents had a losing record in 1997. 

Ole Miss has perhaps the most advantageous slate in that the Bulldogs 
don't have to face Florida or Tennessee, and get LSU and Auburn at home. 


Florida’s streak of five consecutive East Division titles and four straight 

SEC Championships was snapped last year when the Gators finished second to 
Tennessee in the East. Florida’s senior class — led by Terry Jackson, Ed 
Chester, Tony George and Teako Brown — doesn’t want to be known as the 
group that went two straight seasons without winning an SEC crown. 

Conversely, Tennessee's seniors — led by Al Wilson and Peerless Price — 
would like fo be the first Vols to win consecutive SEC titles since 1989-90. 
While Florida basically has dominated the conference lately, it is worth noting 


Overall Pct SEC Pet C B M 


Note: C=Championships, B=Bowls, M=Major Bowls 
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NON-CONFERENCE 
__VERYTOUGH CHALLENGING EASY 


TEAM H CHALLE 
BYU, So. Miss Eos Corolina 


__ SEC MISS 
$. Carolina, Georgia, Kent. 


Florida, Georgia, Vandy _——— _SMU; Memphis Southwestem La. 


Vondy, Kent., §. Carolina Virginia LATech, C. Florida 


____ MSU, Ole Miss, Arkansas Florida State_ 


____NE lo, The Citadel 


Arkansas, Alaboma, MSU =§ ——— Wyoming,GATech KentStole 


Ole Miss, Aubum, Alabama. ——— Louisville Indiana, Eastern Kent. 


Tenn.,$. Carolina, Vandy Notte Dame —_— Arkansas State, Idaho 


__ Kent, Florida, Tenn. — Memphis, SMU Arkansas State 


Florida, Tenn., Georgia = —— Okla. State, Memphis East Tenn. State 


Alabama, LSU, Auburn Clemson Marshall Ball Stote 


EE LSU, Ole Miss, MSU Syracuse Houston ___UAB 


Aubum, Arkansas, LSU TCU, W. Michigan, Duke 


that seniors at nine of the 11 SEC programs have been fo af least one bowl 
in their careers so far. And Kentucky is considered a candidate for a bowl 
this season. 
Since those players arrived as freshly scrubbed freshmen in the fall of 

1994, the eight SEC division championships have been shared by Florida (3), 
Alabama (2), Arkansas (1), Auburn (1) and Tennessee (1). 

Here's a glance at how SEC programs have fared since the current fifth- 
year seniors have been on campus: 


Citrus Bowl jokes backfired; Spurrier wants back on top. 

This is the season that could define Phillip Fulmer's career. 
Terry Bowden has won at least 8 games five straight seasons. 
Mike DuBose needs winning season to get critics off his back. 
Time for Tigers to knock down the West Division door. 
Bulldogs rebuilding a bit after spiking up to 10 wins. 

7-4 season in ‘97 silenced sniping at Sherrill ... for now. 
Tuberville has worked wonders through NCAA probation. 
Gamecocks appear to be mired in mediocrity. 


Hogs hope hiring Houston Nutt will improve their fortunes. 


__Wide-open offense has Wildcat fans excited. 


__‘Dores discovered defense isn’t enough to win in SEC. 


AT AMSOUTH, 
NoBopy SITs ON 


THE BENCH. 


SET YOU THERE. WE PUT THE WHOLE 
TEAM COVERAGE FROM SPECIALISTS 
ar ) TO GIVING YOU A WINNING FINANCIAL GAME PLAN. 
AND UNBEATABLE 7 EVERY § HE WAY. PLAY IT SMART JAMSOUTH BANK 
S OC R GAM eR: 


| i 
BANK AT AMSOUTH. ID’s A THE RELATIONSHIP PEOPLE” 


In an attempt to return to tradition, sell a few more tickets to bowls, and 
create a national championship game each season, the SEC is part of the 
Bow! Championship Series, which means its champion is ticketed for the 
Sugar Bowl each year ... unless, of course, the 1 vs. 2 game gets in the way. 

It’s like this: If the SEC champ is ranked 1 or 2 in the country, if will go to 
the national championship game, whether if is played in the Fiesta (1998 
season), Sugar (1999), Orange (2000) or Rose (2001). If the SEC cham- 
pion is not ranked 1 or 2, if will go to the Sugar Bowl, except in years (1999) 
the Sugar has the national championship game, in which case it can be 
selected by one of the other BCS bowls. 

The SEC is assured of at least six postseason appearances and $20 mil- 
lion in bowl income. In the ever-changing bowl landscape, however, adjust- 
ments can be negotiated right up through the season, And there's a pot of 
gold available for at-large teams picked for BCS bowls. 


Jan. 2, Sugar Bowl or Jan. 4, Fiesta Bowl, ABC, 
$11.5 million per team 
Projection: Florida vs. Ohio State in Fiesta 

LSU vs. Michigan in Sugar 


Florida Citrus Bowl vs. Big Ten No. 2 

Jan. 1, Orlando, ABC, $3.1 million per team 
Projection: Tennessee vs. Penn State 
Outback Bowl vs. Big Ten No. 3 

Jan. 1, Tampa, Fla., ESPN, $1.5 million 
Projection: Alabama vs. Wisconsin 

Peach Bowl vs. ACC No. 3 

Dec. 31, Atlanta, ESPN, $1.5 million 
Projection: Georgia vs. Virginia 
Independence Bowl vs, at-large 

Dec. 31, Shreveport, La., ESPN, $900,000 
Projection: Kentucky vs. Southern Mississippi 
Music City vs. at-large 


Dec. 29, Nashville, ESPN, $750,000 
Projection: Arkansas vs. East Carolina 


Head coaches get the credit, players get the glory, but the guys in the 
middle are often keys to successful programs. Here are the main men in the 
SEC, position by position. 

Wins with run or pass; great with quarterbacks. 

His attacking style has helped Gators stifle offenses, 

Develops linemen, good recruiter, SEC aide for 21 years. 

Defensive coordinator who molds talent together. 

Takes good players and maximizes their ability. 

Tigers had highest SEC rushing average in 10 years (256.6). _ 

_ Produced three high draft picks the past two years. 


Good rapport keeps talented backs happy, good recruiter. 


Cottrell’s first year produced exceptional class. 
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Half the players in the country, it seems, are noted at some point as “A 
Fill-in-the-Blank Trophy Candidate.” 

That, of course, has created the unofficial designation of, °A Legit Fill-in- 
the-Blank Trophy Candidate.” 

Which brings us to the official Lindy’s designation of “The Real Deal Can- 
didate for the Fill-in-the-Blank Trophy.” And they are: 

Heisman: Tim Couch, QB, Kentucky; Jamal Lewis, RB, Tennessee; Kevin 
Faulk, RB, LSU 

Doak Walker (rb): Jamal Lewis, Tennessee; Kevin Faulk, LSU; Cecil 
Collins, LSU; James Johnson, Miss. State 

Davey O’Brien (qb): Tim Couch, Kentucky 

Fred Biletnikoff (wr): Craig Yeast, Kentucky; Peerless Price, Tennessee 

Outland Trophy (Interior Lineman): Matt Stinchcomb, Georgia; Ed 
Chester, Florida; Reggie McGrew, Florida 

Lombardi (Line, Ib): Jevon Kearse, Florida; Matt Stinchcomb, Georgia 

Butkus (Ib): Jevon Kearse, Florida; Al Wilson, Tennessee 

Jim Thorpe (db); Champ Bailey, Georgia 

Lou Groza (pk): Jeff Hall, Tennessee; Brian Hazelwood, Miss. State 


To build the perfect football player from the 1998 talent in the SEC, you 
would have: 


_ The arm strength of Tennessee's Tee Martin 


The accuracy of Kentucky's Tim Couch 
The hands of Ole Miss’ Rufus French . 
The strength of Tennessee's Darwin Walker 


The running ability of LSU's Cecil Collins _ 
The leaping ability of Arkansas’ Carlos Hall 
The savvy of Vanderbilt's Jimmy Williams 
The versatility of LSU's Kevin Faulk 

_ The brains and blocking of Georgia's Matt Stinchcomb 
The physique of Florida’s Jevon Kearse 
The intensity of Alabama's Travis Carroll 
The field vision of South Carolina's Arturo Freeman 


The athleticism of Georgia's Champ Bailey 


The leg of Mississippi State's Brian Hazelwood 

The work ethic of Auburn's Jimmy Brumbaugh 

The fiery nature of Tennessee's Al Wilson 

The nickname of LSU's Anthony “Booger” McFarland 

And the confidence of Florida's Tim Beauchamp before playing Tennessee. 


In the six years of the Bow! Alliance/Bowl Coalition, the SEC has won two 
national titles and had two others in the Bowl Alliance National Championship 
game ... Eight SEC teams were ranked at some point last season; four fin- 
ished among the nation’s top 13. Six were ranked in the final poll ... In the 
1990s, the SEC has had 18 teams finish in the top 10, compared to 15 for 
the Big 12, 13 for the Big Ten and 12 for the Atlantic Coast Conference ... 

For the second time, the SEC had four teams that won at least 10 
games. Florida has reached double figures in wins in five straight seasons, 
Tennessee's streak is three ... The SEC had six teams ranked in the final poll 
— five in the top 15 (Florida, Tennessee, Georgia, Auburn and LSU) ... Eight 
of the SEC’s 12 teams averaged more passing than rushing yards. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


WORLD’S LARGEST. 


PAGENET® SUPERIORITY 


¢ Over 50 percent more customers than any other paging network in North America. * The most extensive 
local, regional and national coverage. * Service to all 50 states, plus Canada, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands. ¢ Local service offices in 90 cities in America alone. Satellite controlled transmission 

system uses latest wireless technology. * More than 9,500 transmission sites 


nationwide. « Technology in place for even greater expansion. 


Visit our web site at www.pagenet.com 


PAGE)\|5 1" 


IN TOUCH AND INGENIOUS” 


RECEIVERS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Tim Couch of Kentucky succeeds Peyton Manning as the SEC's Heisman 


The SEC lost four excellent receivers from last season in Jacquez Green 


Trophy hopeful at quarterback. Couch flourished last season in first-year of Florida, Hines Ward of Georgia, Marcus Nash of Tennessee and Anthony 

coach Hal Mumme’s passing system. But beyond Couch, the league lacks Eubanks of Arkansas, but plenty of talent remains. 

established passers. One big-time receiver returns after missing last season: Michael Vaughn 
LSU's Herbie Tyler is an effective all-around quarterback who can run. of Alabama (back injury). Tennessee's Peerless Price and Jeremaine 

Though not a prolific passer, he has completed 59 percent of his throws over Copeland form the best 1-2 combination in the SEC. 

the past two seasons. Among returners, Clint Stoerner of Arkansas had more Auburn's promising group reverted back to a one-man show (Karsten 

passing yards than anyone except Couch. Bailey) when Robert Baker ran into legal problems in the spring and was 
Six schools — Auburn, Alabama, Ole Miss, Tennessee, Georgia and booted from the team. 

Vanderbilt — will break in a new quarterback, Florida's Doug Johnson has The mystery is why Florida doesn’t have a better receiving corps. 

shoulder problems and Jesse Palmer hasn’t much experience. South Carolina Rufus French of Ole Miss, Larry Brown of Georgia and Reginald Kelly of 


hopes Anthony Wright has recovered from a torn ACL. Mississippi State are top-notch tight ends. 


1. Kentucky Couch led the SEC with 37 TD passes, 3,884 yards, 66.4% rate, 1. Tennessee Price, Copeland totaled 106 catches; good depth. 
2. LSU Tyler (23-5) has almost double the wins of any other in the SEC. 2. South Carolina Top three return, led by Jermale Kelly, Zola Davis, Kerry Hood. 
3. Florida One way or another, this position will be productive. 3, Alabama Vaughn, Quincy Jackson are good, and freshmen will help. 
4. Tennessee Tee Martin can run and throw and has strong supporting cast. 4. Kentucky Craig Yeast is SEC's top returning recelver; two others caught 30. 
5. South Carolina Wright had 18-5 1D-to-interception ratio, but knee is concern. §. Arkansas Five of top six return, led by Anthony Lucas; good tight ends. 
6. Arkansas Stoemner broke game and season passing marks of Joe Ferguson. 6. Florida Steve Spurrier's worst group; time for youngsters to emerge. 
7. Ole Miss Romaro Miller was state's best QB prospect since Archie Manning. 7. Auburn Karsten Bailey faces double-teams without another threat. 
8. Georgia Quincy Carter might emerge from pool of five hopefuls. 8. Georgia Tony Small is solid; strong at tight end with Larry Brown. 
9. Alabama If John David Phillips struggles, freshman Tyler Watts could start. 9, Ole Miss TE Rufus French is super; Cory Peterson, Grant Heard solid. 
10. Auburn Unlike Craig, Ben Leard is a pocket passer, but inexperienced. 10, LSU Abram Booty has star potential; Larry Foster caught 43 passes. 
1]. Mississippi State Incumbent Matt Wyatt (45.8%) had 6-15 1D-interception ratio. 1]. Mississippi State Top returner had just 20 catches; strong at tight end. 
12. Vanderbilt Commodores go from bad to worse at key position. 12. Vanderbilt Return both starters from inferior passing team. 


RUNNING BACKS OFFENSIVE LINE 


LSU is so deep at tailback, Kevin Faulk looks like he'll play some H-back Alan Faneca of LSU and Mo Collins of Florida turned pro early, and Ten- 


to make way for Cecil “The Diesel” Collins, Each had a 200-yard game last nessee, Mississippi State and Auburn lost their best lineman. Yet, seldom has 
year, as did No. 3 tailback Rondell Mealey. the SEC fielded so many good, experienced offensive fronts. 

Three of the SEC’s four 1,000-yard rushers return. Tennessee's Jamal Eight teams return at least three starters, with half of the league welcom- 
Lewis led the SEC in rushing (1,364), and the Vols have good depth at tail- ing four first-teamers back with at least a year of experience as a starter. 
back and fullback. Then there's Arkansas, which returns its entire front five. The bad news is 

Mississippi State returns a 1,000-yard rusher, and Florida might produce that the Hogs were last in the SEC in rushing and fotal offense last year. 
one in Terry Jackson. Georgia has three talented runners to help ease the loss Each team’s line figures to be improved, except for South Carolina. The 
of Robert Edwards. Arkansas hopes its single-season rushing leader, Madre SEC is loaded with tackles, with as many as nine who merited consideration 


Hill, returns from two knee injuries and two missed seasons. for preseason honors. 


1, LSU Faulk, Collins, Mealey give Tigers best 1-2-3 punch In nation. 1, LSU Return three quality starters from SEC’s top rushing team. 

2. Tennessee Lewis and Shawn Bryson are best 1B/FB tandem in SEC, 2. Tennessee Returns four starters from league's No. 1 offense. 

3. Georgia Patrick Pass, Olandis Gary, Jasper Sanks are formidable. 3. Florida Solid starters, good depth, 18 on aid in spring. 

4. Florida Terry Jackson could have 1,000-yard season as featured back. 4. Georgia Matt Stinchcomb, Chris Terry best pair of tackles in SEC. 

5. Mississippi State James Johnson gained 1,000; freshmen must provide depth. 5. Mississippi State Four starters return from SEC's No. 3 rushing team. 

6. Arkansas Hill, Chris Chukwuma, Rod Stinson are a good, deep group. 6. Ole Miss Terrence Metcalf and Todd Wade might play on Sundays. 
7. Kentucky Anthony White had 723 yards, Derek Homer over 500. 7. Aubum Return four starters from SEC's No. 11 rushing team. 

8. Alabama Many rate Alexander ahead of 1,000-yard rusher Dennis Riddle. 8. Arkansas Quintet back to improve upon 7 TDs, 56.6 yards rushing average. 
9. South Carolina Troy Hambrick, Boo Williams totaled 952 yards. 9. Kentucky Kris Comstock, Jason Watts best of four returning starters, 
10. Ole Miss Deuce McCallister set frosh record with 402 yards, 10. Alabama Samuels is strong; lost three starters, but could be better. 
1]. Auburn Demontray Carter has talent, but has fumbled too much. 1]. South Carolina Lost three starters from average line; T Jamar Nesbit is good. 
12. Vanderbilt Moved top rusher Jimmy Williams to cornerback. 12. Vanderbilt Four regulars return from below-average line. 
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DEFENSIVE LINE 


You want depth? Florida’s got depth. The Gators’ front four was so deep 
last year, that reserve Mike Moten was selected to the first-team All-SEC team 
after he replaced an injured starter. 

You want elite talent? At least two, and probably more of the Florida 
defensive linemen appear to be on their way to becoming first-round NFL 
draft picks. 

The Gators again have the best defensive line in the SEC — if not the 
country — led by ferocious tackles. 

Tennessee lacks the depth that helped the Vols through some tough 
injury times last season, but if they stay injury-free, they could have one of the 
nation’s top units, 

Auburn's hopes rest on Jimmy Brumbaugh recovering from a 
knee injury. 


. Florida Reggie McGrew, Ed Chester might be nation’s best DT tandem. 


. Tennessee Need healthy Billy Ratliffe, Shaun Ellis; good depth. 
. Georgia No stars, but solid and deep, with some experience. 
. Auburn Jimmy Brumbaugh, Charles Dorsey form strong nucleus. 
. Alabama Chris Hood leads a veteran front four. 
. Arkansas 
Ole Miss 


. LSU Anthony McFarland is only proven player in move to 3-4. 


Melvin Bradley, Ryan Hale top returners; need frosh help. 
Lost best pass-rusher; Derrick Burgess has star potential. 


. South Carolina 
. Vanderbilt 
. Mississippi State Lost all three starters, but good, young talent is available. 
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John Abraham ranks with SEC's top pass-rushers. 
Lost both ends; return three good tackles. 


. Kentucky Return both tackles from SEC’s worst rushing defense. 


LINEBACKERS 


The SEC lost some big-name linebackers after last season — 
names like Takeo Spikes, Leonard Little, Greg Bright, Brandon Tolbert and 
Jamie Duncan, 

Florida’s Jevon Kearse could be the league's most dominant player, and 
he's joined by veterans Mike Peterson and Johnny Rutledge to form perhaps 
one of the best linebacking corps in the country. 

Al Wilson of Tennessee and C.J. McClain of Arkansas are proven, but the 
real strength of the linebackers in the SEC are the youngsters. 

Rising stars include Travis Carroll of Alabama, Barrin Simpson of Missis- 
sippi State, Orantes Grant of Georgia, Quenton Caver of Arkansas, Raynoch 
Thompson of Tennessee, Armegis Spearman of Ole Miss and Jamie Winborn 
of Vanderbilt 


Kearse, Peterson, Rutledge can play with anyone. 
Al Wilson moved to MLB, unit has great speed. 


. Florida 

. Tennessee 
. Alabama Carroll could be awesome, good starters, no depth. 
. Arkansas C.J. McClain is big-time, Caver is budding star. 
. Auburn Can't replace Spikes, Ricky Neal; OLBs return. 

LSU Joe Wesley, Charles Smith are solid; unproven at OLB. 
Lost two AI-SEC guys; Grant is All-SEC caliber. 

. Mississippi State Simpson (104 tackles) is joined by 270-pound MLB. 

. Ole Miss 


. South Carolina 


. Georgia 
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Spearman has ability, SS Ronnie Heard moved to OLB, 
Athletic Corey Atkins is one of two starters back. 
. Kentucky Jeff Snedegar, Joe Wesley combined for 186 tackles. 


. Vanderbilt Lost three starters from what coach called nation’s best. 
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SECONDARY 


Eight SEC defensive backs were drafted by the NFL in April, and another 
big name, Marfavius Houston of Auburn, was dismissed from the team in the 
spring. So in the Southeastern Conference secondaries will have plenty of 
young or at least low-profile players in 1998. 

The marquee returnee is Champ Bailey of Georgia, a gifted athlete 
who will again play receiver and return kicks. He's a future first-rounder who 
can long jump 25 feet. Also back are Arturo Freeman of South Carolina, 
and Teako Brown and Tony Georgia of Florida — one of the nation’s best 
safety tandems. 

Only Florida was ranked higher than 20th in the nation in pass defense 
efficiency last year. 


. Vanderbilt 
. Mississippi State Three starters return plus a '96 starter, Adesola Badon. 


Despite losing Corey Chavous, three quality guys return. 
. Florida Safeties are great, but lack CBs; super front seven covers warts. 
LSU Lost top interceptor, but three retum from SEC's No. 2 unit. 

. Aubum Five DBs have started, but two key returners are gone. 
. Alabama Needs a big year from Fernando Bryant; depth a concer. 
. Georgia Bailey, Kirby Smart could be glue to form a good unit. 
. Tennessee Dwayne Goodrich only returner, watch for Deon Grant. 
. Ole Miss 


. South Carolina 
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Two solid starters are back, but moved a starfer to OLB. 


o 


Freeman Is the star of an ordinary secondary. 
Three starters return from 11th-best secondary in SEC. 


. Arkansas 


nD 


. Kentucky Two starters return from worst secondary in SEC, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


LSU's Chad Kessler set an NCAA record last season when the senior 
became the first punter to average at 50 yards for a season. At the same time, 
the Tigers went eight straight games without a field goal. A void in the kicking 
game seems to be the norm in this age of scholarship reductions, as coaches 
are reluctant fo spend a scholarship on more than one kicker. 

Only Mississippi State can claim a good punter, kicker and return spe- 
cialist. Jeff Walker is the top returning punter (45.5), Brian Hazelwood led the 
SEC in field goals made per game, and Kevin Prentiss averaged 32.8 yards 
on kick returns and 8.8 on punt returns. 

South Carolina has the next-most complete unit, while everybody else 
has little of this, a litle of that. 


. Mississippi State Prentiss is a weapon, Hazelwood was more consistent. 
. South Carolina P/PK Couriney Leavitt could impact several games. 

. Tennessee Jeff Hall is three-time All-SEC kicker; punting is a concem. 
. Kentucky Craig Yeast has three TDs on returns; experienced kicker, punter. 
. Vanderbilt Everyone returns; punt coverage an A, kick coverage an F. 
. Georgia Return game is strong; PK Hap Hines must improve. 

LSU Faulk is dynamic returner; PK again is the main worry. 


. Florida If punter and kicker don't improve, it could prove costly. 
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. Alabama Strong punter, kick returner; tried five kickers in spring. 


Ss 


. Aubum Losing Jaret Holmes and Robert Baker were killers, 


. Arkansas PK Todd Latourette is average; need new punter. 


. Ole Miss 


nN 


Lost top kick returner and kicker; counting on freshman to kick. 


— Jimmy Hyams 


THE RACE 


When Florida handled Tennessee once again on Sept. 20, if looked 
like little was changing in the Southeastern Conference in 1997. 

But within the next few weeks, everything changed. 

Instead of running the SEC table, as the Gators had done the two previ- 
ous seasons in winning their fiffh and sixth consecutive division or league 
championships, Florida was upset by LSU, which then was upset by Missis- 
sippi State, which then was upset by Arkansas. 

And when Georgia stunned Florida in November, if was the Tennessee 
Volunteers — riding an eight-game winning streak — who had risen fo the 
head of the class, Auburn fended off LSU and MSU to emerge from the SEC 
West, setting up a no-repeat SEC championship game. 

In a memorable SEC title game, the Vols overcame six turnovers to 
beat Auburn, 30-29, as Peyton Manning passed for 373 yards and four 
touchdowns and Jamal Lewis rushed for 127 yards. 


THE STARS 


Offensive Player of the Year: Peyion Manning entered 1997 as the 
most intensely watched Heisman Trophy candidate in years ... and he didn’t 
disappoint. No, he didn’t win the award, but he led the Vols to an 11-2 
record and their first SEC championship since 1990. Manning passed for 
3,819 yards and 36 touchdowns, setting NCAA career marks for highest 
completion percentage and lowest interception ratio. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Tennessee linebacker Leonard Little and 
Vanderbilt linebacker Jamie Duncan had similarly spectacular seasons ... 
although the Vols won the league title and the Commodores didn’t win a 
single SEC game. Little moved from defensive end to middle linebacker and 
led the Vols with 87 tackles; and had 8.5 sacks and six tackles behind the 
line. Duncan had 119 tackles (10 for loss) as the Commodores led the SEC 
in total defense for the first time. 

Coach of the Year: After Georgia went 5-6 in Jim Donnan’s first sea- 
son, he guided the Bulldogs to a 10-2 record, including an upset over 
Florida and a victory in the Outback Bowl. 


THE BOWLS 


The SEC went 5-1 in bow! games, giving the league a two-year record 
of 10-1. The only loss came in the Orange Bowl, where co-national cham- 
pion Nebraska beat Tennessee, 42-17. 

In the other SEC bowls, Florida pounded Penn State. Georgia whipped 
Wisconsin, Auburn edged Clemson, LSU won a rematch against Notre 
Dame and Ole Miss outlasted Marshall. And one SEC team with a 7-4 
record — Mississippi State — stayed at home for the holidays. 

It's worth noting the SEC is 12-3 against the Big Ten in head-to-head 
bowl matches since 1988. 


ODDS & ENDS 


Vanderbilt led the SEC in total defense for the first time; it was the first 
time Vandy led the SEC in any defensive category. If also was the first time 
an SEC team led the league in defense and didn’t win a league game. ... 
For the second time, the SEC had four teams that won at least 10 games. 
Florida has reached double figures in wins in five straight seasons, Ten- 
nessee’s streak is three. ... The SEC had six teams ranked in the final poll — 
five in the top 15 (Florida, Tennessee, Georgia, Auburn and LSU). ... Geor- 
gia had the biggest improvement, going from 5-6 to 10-2. Alabama had 
the biggest decline, sliding from 9-3 to 4-7, 


NFL DRAFT 


Led by 10 players selected in the first round, the SEC had the most 
players from any league selected in the NFL draft in April, 40 players chosen 


THE STANDINGS 


EASTERN DIVISION 
SHC _Pe. PFPA Overall Pct. PFPA Home AWoy. Neutral 


‘Tennessee 7-1 875 255 154 11-2 846 428 280 60 41 1:1 
Georgia 62-750 -240 155 195 5-1 31 20 
Florida 6-2 750 274 168 10-2 833 430 205 60 31 1-1 
$. Caroling 35 375 178 201 56 455 258 79 33 23 00 
Kentucky 26 250 212 317 56 455 348 362 33 23 00 
Vanderbilt 08 000 52 169 38 273 138 204 24 14 00 


*SEC and Eastern Division Champion 


WESTERN DIVISION 
SEC Pel, PE PA Overall Pet, PFPA Home Away Neutra 


“Auburn 62750172159 10-3769 340 2504-2 5-0 11 
“ISU 62750220152 93 750373188 43 40 10 
Ole Miss 44 500 145 147 84 667 267 240 42 32 
Miss. St. 44500 154 167 74 636 226 215 «52 22 
Arkansas 2-6 250 127 204 47 364 181 264 33 13 

187 192 4-7 364 246 48 25 22 04 


Alabama 2-6 250 
*SEC Western Division Co-Champions. 
#SEC Championship Western Division Representative 


... Which means one of every six guys selected during the draft played in the 
SEC. 

ALABAMA (4): Rod Rutledge, te (2nd round, New England); Michael 
Myers, dl (4th, Dallas); Deshea Townsend, db (4th, Pittsburgh); Curtis 
Alexander, rb (4th, Denver) 

ARKANSAS (1); David Sanders, dl (7th, Oakland) 

AUBURN (4); Takeo Spikes, Ib (1st, Cincinnati); Victor Riley, ol (1st, 
Kansas City); Fred Beasley, rb (6th, San Francisco); Kevin McLeod, rb (6th, 
Jacksonville) 

FLORIDA (5): Fred Taylor, rb (1st, Jacksonville); Mo Collins, ol (1st, Oak- 
land); Jacquez Green, wr (2nd, Tampa Bay); Fred Weary, db (4th, New 
Orleans); Elijah Williams, db (6th, Atlanta) 

GEORGIA (4): Robert Edwards, rb (1st, New England); Hines Ward, wr 
(3rd, Pittsburgh); Brandon Tolbert, |b (7th, Jacksonville); Antonio Fleming, 
ol (7th, Dallas) 

KENTUGKY (1); Kio Sanford, wr (7th, San Diego) 

LSU (3): Alan Faneca, ol (1st, Pittsburgh); Kenny Mixon, dl (2nd, Miami); 
Chuck Wiley, dl (3rd, Carolina) 

OLE MISS (2); John Avery, tb (1st, Miami); Nate Wayne, Ib (7th, Denver) 
MISSISSIPPI STATE (3): Eric Brown, db (2nd, Denver); Robert Hicks, ol 
(31d, Buffalo); Greg Favors, Ib (4th, Kansas City) 

SOUTH CAROLINA (2): Darren Hambrick, Ib (5th, Dallas); Lee Wiggins, db 
(6th, Tennessee) 

TENNESSEE (8); Peyton Manning, qb (1st, Indianapolis); Terry Fair, db 
(1st, Detroit); Marcus Nash, wr (1st, Denver); Leonard Little, dl (3rd, St. 
Louis); Jonathan Brown, dl (3rd, Green Bay); Trey Teague, ol (7th, Den- 
ver); Andy McCullough, wr (7th, New Orleans); Cory Gaines, db (7th, Indi- 
anapolis) 

VANDERBILT (3): Corey Chavous, db (2nd, Arizona); Jamie Duncan, Ib 
(3rd, Tampa Bay); Antony Jordon, Ib (5th, Indianapolis) 


SEC RECRUITING 


continued from page 87. 
10. MISSISSIPPI 


The Rebels had some great battles with top in-state prospects this 
recruiting season, but they more than held their own, landing such top 
prep stars as linebacker Eddie Strong of Batesville; running back 
Toward Sanford of Batesville; running back LeRoy Johnson of Gulfport; 
and super-athletic defensive back Syniker Taylor of Gulfport. This class 
was also enhanced by the Rebels’ JC recruits, such as defensive line- 
man Tyler Williams of Independence CC and defensive back Tevas 
Sanford and linebacker Shawn Johnson of Northwest CC. 

Headliner: linebacker Eddie Strong, a 6-3, 235-pounder, was 
offered a scholarship by every major school in the South. Strong 
recorded over 150 tackles in ‘97, and is a two-time All-Stater. 

Sleeper: Charles Stackhouse, a 6-3, 205-pound running back 
from West Memphis, Ark., has the physical tools to become a stand- 
out running back, linebacker or defensive back in college. 


11. ARKANSAS 


The Razorbacks surprised just about everyone in this year's recruit- 
ing wars. They managed to keep just about every top in-state prospect 
at home, including running back Andre Ackee of Little Rock; wide 
receiver Steadman Campbell of Fayetteville; running back Harold Har- 
ris of Malvern; offensive lineman Gary Hobbs of Batesville; offensive 
lineman Josh Melton of Batesville; and linebacker Scott Summers of 
Bryant. The Razorbacks addressed their needs on the defensive line by 
landing David Turner of Memphis; Pervis Osborne of Bearden, Ark.; 


Kerri Edwards of Arlington, Texas; and all-everything defensive end Jer- 
maine Brooks of Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. Another prep standout with 


great potential is defensive back Brian Steele of Spiro, Okla. 
Headliner: Jermaine Brooks, a 6-3, 250-pound defensive end, 
rolled up 80 tackles and 10 quarterback sacks in ‘97. He will join for- 
mer Trojan defensive coordinator Keith Burns at Arkansas. 
Sleeper: Brian Steele, a 6-0, 180-pound running back/defensive 
back, was regarded as one of the fastest prospects in the region. 


12. VANDERBILT 


While head coach Woody Widenhofer is known as a great defen- 
sive coach, he knew the ‘Dores needed help on the offensive side of 
the ball. So they went out and landed three of the best prep quarter- 
backs around: Sean O'Connor of Hackensack, NJ; Justin Purkey of 
Nashville; and David Wallace of Brentwood, Tenn. They will be 
joined in the Commodore backfield by running back Antuian Bradford 
of Batesville, Miss.; running back Lew Thomas of Atlanta; and running 
back Rushen Jones of Memphis. Tight end Chuck Losey from Soddy- 
Daisy, Tenn., has a lot of potential, as does wide receiver Everett 
Robinson of Hueytown, Ala., and wide receiver Dan Stricker of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Blocking for these offensive blue-chippers will be 
offensive lineman Brent Peacher of Lexington; Dustin Wuest of Austin; 
Jim May of Lilburn, Ga.; Jamie Byrum of Grove City, Ohio; and Jor- 
dan Hill of Odessa, Texas. Defensive back Jerrol Jackson of Birming- 
ham, Ala.; linebacker Anthony Ford of Hoover, Ala., and defensive 
back Brandan Walthour of Orlando, could contribute early. 

Headliner: Justin Purkey, a 6-3, 200-pound quarterback, has 
earned All-State recognition each of the past two seasons. He is one 
of three strong-armed quarterbacks inked by Vanderbilt. 

Sleeper: Tom Simone, a 6-5, 225-pound tight end from Mount 
Lebanon, Pa., is an outstanding blocker with great hands and out: 
standing athletic ability. 
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Lindys 


amal Lewis sat by his telephone a 
few days before national signing 
day, waiting for a call from Tom, 
he said. 

That would be Tom Osborne, 
Nebraska's head coach. 

Lewis, a high school All-America run- 
ning back from Atlanta, had committed 
to Tennessee. But he changed his mind 
when he heard Tennessee assistant Rod- 
ney Garner was going to Georgia. 

The phone rang. 

“l was going to tell Tom | was de- 
committing to Tennessee and | was 
going to commit to Nebraska,” Lewis 
said. “It just so happened, it was Rodney 
calling. He said he wasn't going to Geor- 
gia, that that was a bunch of garbage.” 

A lot has happened since Lewis 
decided to honor his commitment to 
Tennessee. 

Osborne has retired. Garner has left 
Tennessee. Lewis wound up at one of 
the “passingest” teams in the country ... 
but as a running back had probably the 
most profound impact on the SEC of any 
true freshman in nearly two decades — 


180 Linody’s FootaaAu ANNUALS 


ms : . 
a | a 
= , 


akes Sudden Impact: Sets 


<< 


since Herschel Walker led Georgia to the 
1980 national championship. 

Lewis rushed for 1,364 yards, the 
most by a freshman in college football in 
1997. It was the second-highest fresh- 
man total in SEC history — behind 
Walker's 1,616 — and the sixth-best 
freshman total in NCAA history. He was 
the only SEC back to have two 200-yard 
games last year. He had five 100-yard 
games, and he averaged 144.7 yards in 
his nine regular-season starts. 

Lewis was the key reason Tennessee 
was able to reel off nine straight victories 
after losing at Florida in September. He 
gave balance to an offense that had 
become too reliant on quarterback Pey- 
ton Manning, who threw 100 passes in 
the team’s first two games. 

“Jamal brought back that comfort 
zone | was used to,” Manning said. “He 
made it possible for us to throw it on 
first down and run it on third down. 

“It's a little bit scary to think what it 
would have been like without Jamal the 
entire year. He’s got something special.” 

What Lewis has got is a unique blend 


Sights on 2,000 Yards 


of power and speed. He is 6-1, 230 
pounds, runs 40 yards in 4.45 seconds, 
bench presses 420 pounds, and has 
those good, quick feet. His style has 
been compared to Lawrence Phillips and 
Earl Campbell and Ricky Williams. 

“| don't know that we've had any- 
body here with the same combination as 
Jamal,” said Tennessee offensive coordi- 
nator David Cutcliffe. 

“He’s bigger than most backs and he 
has feet like James Stewart and Aaron 
Hayden (former Vols who are in the 
NFL). He’s the most physical runner 
we've ever had. And he's got good 
vision. He sees the field and reads 
defenses well.” 

To work on his vision, Lewis constantly 
scans the periphery when he’s walking 
across the street or driving a car. “That way, 
I can see who's coming and see three other 
people at one time,” he said. 

To work on his speed, he spent time 
with Tennessee’s track coaches in the 
offseason, refining his technique. He also 
ran in a sand pit and pulled weights with 
a harness around his neck. 
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“I want to improve my feet, quick- 
ness and breakaway speed,” Lewis said. 

He doesn't need much work on his 
hands. He caught 23 passes last season. 
Coupled with his improved blocking 
skills, Lewis has developed into one of 
the nation’s best all- 
around backs. 

Lewis is so good, 
Tennessee coach Phillip 
Fulmer has just one con- 
cern — that the kid 
doesn’t get the bighead. 

“T've talked to him 
about not forgetting how 
he got to where he is,” 
Fulmer said. “What Jamal 
has to guard against is 
‘sophomore-itis,’ all of a 
sudden losing his disci- 
pline. He can improve as 
a blocker, route runner 
and receiver.” 

Lewis already ranks 
among the all-time great 
backs at Tennessee, 
which didn’t have a 
1,000-yard rusher until 
1983. Lewis became the school’s eighth 
1,000-yard back, even though he gained 
just 62 yards on 15 carries in the first 
three games. 

Tennessee's offense was geared 
around Manning and the passing game. 

It took Lewis time to learn the pass-pro- 
tection schemes. In the second game 
against UCLA, for example, Lewis played 
15 snaps and had five busted assign- 
ments. 

“At that point,” Manning said, 

“| didn’t want him in there.” 

After Tennessee lost in the third 
game to Florida, the Vols made a com- 
mitment to the running game. Lewis 
started the next outing, against Ole 
Miss. He gained 155 yards and left sev- 
eral Rebels in his wake. 

“The difference was No. 31 (Lewis),” 
Ole Miss coach Tommy Tuberville said 
after the Vols won 31-17. “We couldn't 
tackle him, but a lot of other folks won't 
be able to tackle him, either.” 

The next week, Lewis erupted for 232 
yards on 22 carries against Georgia, his 
home state university that he spurned 
because the Bulldogs fired Ray Goff, 
made running back Jasper Sanks their No. 
1 recruiting priority and had an NCAA 
investigation cloud hanging overhead. 

In the second half, several Bulldogs 
were so battered, they made only a half- 


hearted effort to tackle Lewis. 

“That's how | like it,” said Lewis. “I 
think | wore out their defensive backs 
pretty good. They were getting tired of 
tackling a 230-pound back. It makes 
them look bad.” 

Lewis considers himself 
a punishing runner. But 
he wants to limit his 
collisions during the 
course of a game anda 
season. 

“You'll last longer as 
a running back if you 
don't take too many 
head-on blows,” Lewis 
said. “That can wear 
you down. | don't take 
them unless | really 
have to.” 

Said Fulmer: “You 
don't get a lot of great 
shots at him. And if you 
hit him high, you're 
making a heck of a mis- 
take.” 

Cutcliffe compared 
Lewis to Earl Campbell 
as the type of back who can wear down 
a defense. But Cutcliffe also noted that 
Campbell “took a beating” as well. 

“Jamal is a big target and a powerful 
guy,” Cutcliffe said. “He's going to run 
through people. Rarely does he get 
knocked backwards. He does take some 
hits, but he can make people miss.” 

Lewis barely missed his goal as a 
true freshman, Even though he wasn’t 
assured of starting, Lewis wanted to 
break Tennessee’s single-season rushing 
record — 1,438 yards by Jay Graham in 
1995 — his first season. 

“| wanted to get at least 1,500 
yards,” Lewis said. “It was possible.” 

Now, he’s got an even more ambi- 
tious goal: 2,000 yards. Only six backs in 
NCAA history have done it: Marcus 
Allen, Mike Rozier, Barry Sanders, 
Rashaan Salaam, Troy Davis (twice) and 
Byron Hanspard. 

“| set that goal and the (offensive) 
line set that goal,” Lewis said. “They 
want to see me get 2,000 yards and 
they know it’s possible. It’s a good num- 
ber to strive for. Anything close to that 
would still be good.” 

With Manning gone, Tennessee will 
be more run-oriented. The Vols return 
four starters from one of the SEC's best 
offensive lines. And Lewis thinks new 
quarterback Tee Martin will pose enough 
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of a passing threat to keep defenses 
from stacking the line to stop the run. 

Lewis would have to average 182 
yards a game to achieve his goal. Martin 
wouldn't be surprised. 

“Jamal will be a smarter running 
back,” Martin said. “He’s been studying 
film, And Jamal did what he did last year 
without our weight program. He’s 
stronger and faster. He'll be an animal 
out there.” 

Cutcliffe said 2,000 yards is a “legiti- 
mate personal goal” for Lewis. “It's too 
early to say he’s the best ever at Ten- 
nessee. But he should be a better prod- 
uct, a more powerful product than he 
was last fall. His body responds to train- 
ing. Genetically, he’s very gifted.” 

Lewis doesn’t want to get over- 
worked in an effort to gain 2,000 
yards. He doesn't want to average 
more than 30 carries a game. Last 
year, he averaged 20.7 as a starter, 
exceeding 30 twice. After a 36-carry 
game against Vanderbilt, Lewis said: “I 
felt it. | was sore.” 

If Lewis has the stellar season he 
envisions, he will find himself in the hunt 
for the Heisman Trophy. 

He doesn't want to get into the run- 
ning by being run ragged, however. 

“Don't try to run me 40 times a 
game to get the Heisman,” he said. “I 
can do it by myself, and try to earn it.” 

Lewis thinks he will have a more pro- 
ductive season if Tennessee finds a 
capable backup to play a series or two 
each game. Sophomore Travis Stephens 
is a change of pace from Lewis, a darter 
who can burst through a small hole. 
Dominique Stevenson was impressive on 
the scout team last year. 

“Competition is great,” Lewis said. “I 
feel like with my work ethic, if somebody 
else comes in and pushes me, that will 
make me an even better back. That will 
probably push me toward the Heisman 
and 2,000 yards.” 

Would it push him to the NFL 
with two years of eligibility remaining? 
No true sophomore has tested the 
NFL draft. 

“I'd look,” Lewis admitted. “I feel 
like as a running back, we don’t have 
that long in the NFL or in football, 
period. | look at it from a health stand- 
point. If | feel like I'm wearing down, 
then I'll probably look at it.” 

But first, he’s getting ready for a lot 
of defensive players who will get a good 
look at him. 
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PLAYING QUARTERBACK AT’ FLORIDA CAN BRING ovr 


THE Best OR Worst IN PROMISING PLAYERS — 
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By Matt Hayes 


ou try to pin him down at any angle, 
searching for a tangible meaning to the 
evolution of the most high-profile posi- 
tion in college football. 

If only it were that simple. 

Steve Spurrier defends himself and 
his players at every point when speaking 
of the quarterback position for the Florida 
Gators. There's an answer to every ques- 
tion, an explanation to every situation. 

He'll tell you he can’t make a star of 
every player, that not everyone was born 
to play quarterback for Florida. 

He’ll talk about players who have 
been successful in his sophisticated Fun 
"N Gun offense, then tell you those who 
weren't never went on to much else at 
any other school, anyway. 

He'll talk about what he calls the 
fallacy of being tagged as a coach with 
an overbearing personality, and the sub- 
sequent suffocating pressure he puts on 
his quarterbacks. 

Here’s one more key piece of the 
Spurrier Experience: Quarterbacks who 
have been successful in his offense swear 
by him. Those who haven't swear at him. 

“More than anything, he wants you to 
reach your full potential,” said Danny 
Wuerffel, Florida’s Heisman Trophy win- 
ner in 1996, and a player Spurrier has 
called the best quarterback in the history 
of college football. “Sometimes you 
have to get through the bark to get to 
the bite.” 

The problem is, not all of Spurrier's 
quarterbacks have understood that. No 
matter how you look at it, being a success- 
ful quarterback for the Florida Gators means 
dealing with the Spurrier Experience — on 
the field and in your head. 

A prime example is freshman Tim 
Olmstead, who along with junior Doug 
Johnson and sophomore Jesse Palmer, 
will battle for the starting spot this fall. A 
former Parade All-American, Olmstead 
redshirted last season and got his first 
true taste of the Spurrier Experience in 
spring practice. 

“Timmy was real nervous,” Johnson 
said. “He thought Coach Spurrier was 
mad at him, but he wasn’t. He was just 
trying to teach him to be the best he can 
be. It’s nothing personal. Every quarter- 
back here goes through it.” 

But not everyone can handle it. And 
there's a definite distinction between 
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those who can and can’t. Wuerffel and 
Shane Matthews at one end, Terry Dean 
and Bobby Sabelhaus at the other. 

In nine years at Florida, Spurrier has 
had three Parade All-American quarter- 
backs. The two before Olmstead — 
Sabelhaus and Luke Bencie — never 
made it past Year One. 

Bencie was moved to fullback in his 
second season, said he was never given a 
fair chance, and then transferred to 
Michigan State where he never played a 
significant down for the Spartans. 

Sabelhaus left after his first season, 
later complained about Spurrier’s criticism 
and has since played for three different 
colleges. He lasted less than a week at 
West Virginia after leaving Florida for a 
California junior college, and is currently 
enrolled at San Jose State. 

Then there’s Dean, the most notable 
of those who stumbled simply because of 
where he was when it all fell apart. 
Midway through the 1994 season, Dean 
was in the thick of a Heisman Trophy can- 
didacy and Florida was the top-ranked 
team in the country. After a five-intercep- 
tion game in a three-point loss to Auburn 
that cost Florida the No. 1 ranking, Dean 
criticized Spurrier for putting undue pres- 
sure on him by saying he would be 
replaced if he didn’t perform well. 

He lost his starting job to Wuerffel the 
next week. 

“The only guys that have problems 
are the guys that are not good playing 
quarterback. That's the only answer,” 
Spurrier said. “If guys were very good 
quarterbacks and they couldn't play well 
here, they’d play well somewhere else, 
wouldn't they? We've never had one that 
if he can’t play here, he went somewhere 
else and tore ‘em up.” 

Technically, there was one. Eric 


“The only guys that have 
problems are the guys that 


are not good playing quarter- | 


back. That’s the only answer,” | 


Spurrier said. “If guys were 
very good quarterbacks and 
they couldn’t play well here, 
they’d play well somewhere 
else, wouldn’t they?” 


Kresser left Florida in 1996 after sitting 
behind Wuerffel for three years. He trans- 
ferred to Marshall to get more playing 
time — an amicable departure — and led 
the Thundering Herd to the Division I-AA 
national championship. Kresser’s take on 
the Spurrier Experience: “The best quar- 
terback coach I've ever played for.” 

Spurrier has said time and again his 
top priority for quarterbacks is the ability 
to make good decisions and avoid as 
many bad decisions as possible. Can it 
really be that simple? 

“Coaching to me is correcting mis- 
takes and trying to get your players to 
think,” Spurrier said. “If raising your voice 
occasionally gets them to think better, 
then that’s called coaching.” 

Spurrier, of course, has the ultimate 
trump card for any bickering: His track 
record. In 99 career games at Florida, his 
quarterbacks 
have thrown for 
more than 300 
yards 57 times. 
In 83 seasons 
prior to 
Spurrier’s arrival, 
Florida quarter- 
backs did it 14 
times. Matthews, 
fifth string on the 
depth chart 
when Spurrier 
took over in 
1990, was back- 
to-back 
Southeastern 
Conference 
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player of the year from 1990-91 and fifth 
in the 1992 Heisman Trophy balloting. 
Wuerffel was SEC player of the year in 1995 
and '96, and was third in the Heisman vot- 
ing in 1995 before winning college foot- 
ball's top award the following year. 

No one handled the Spurrier Experi- 
ence better than those two prize pupils. 

“If you're a quarterback at Florida, 
Coach Spurrier is going to get you pre- 
pared for every situation —.and more 
importantly, have you confident in any 
situation,” Matthews said. 

“He's a perfectionist,” Wuerffel said. 
“I'd much rather play for someone who 
demands perfection than someone who 
accepts mediocrity.” 

That’s where Johnson and Palmer 
enter the picture. Both understand the 
unique situation, and both had problems 
last season. Johnson led the Gators to a 
5-0 start and a No. 1 ranking, before 
being suspended for a game for staying 
out late with friends the night before a 
Florida road trip. That game was at LSU, a 
game where Johnson threw four intercep- 
tions and the Gators’ 25-game SEC win- 
ning streak was snapped. 

Johnson then went into a three-game 
funk while Spurrier questioned his com- 
mitment, before rebounding to lead the 
Gators to an upset of top-ranked rival 
Florida State in the regular-season finale. 
Palmer struggled in relief of Johnson, and 
his confidence eroded with each game 
in the final month of the season before 
replacing an injured Johnson in the Citrus 
Bowl and throwing a 37-yard touch- 
down pass to help seal a victory over 
Penn State. 

One of the two will win the coveted, 
pressure-packed job this fall — probably 
Palmer, owing in part to Johnson's shoul- 
der problems. But considering the 
Spurrier Experience, the next guy is only 
a step away. 

“| don’t think people understand the 
level of intensity unless they've actual 
experienced it,” Palmer said. “You have 
to be able to filter through the bad things 
and search out the good things. He does 
it because he wants to win and he’s a 
fierce competitor. 

“If you're always looking behind your 
back and you're always wondering what 
Coach Spurrier is going to say on the 
sidelines while you're playing, it can 
weaken your game. If you can just let it 
loose and go out and play the way you 
know you can and the way he’s coached 
you, then you can be very successful.” 

That sounds pretty simple. & 
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t looked like it would be another 

fruitful cocktail party for Florida 

coach Steve Spurrier. Not quite as 

fun as the previous seven, when his 

Gators beat arch-rival Georgia by an 
average of 26 points, but rewarding 
nonetheless. 

On the first day of November, 1997, 
Spurrier’s sixth-ranked Gators seemed 
destined for their fifth straight South- 
eastern Conference title, and another 
walloping of their neighbors to the north. 
Georgia, with a 6-1 record and No. 14 


second season, helped the Bulldogs turn 
the page, away from a decade of medi- 
ocrity. Georgia, despite annually having 
some of the SEC’s best talent in the 
1990s, never could turn the corner under 
former coach Ray Goff. Before 1997, the 
Bulldogs had not won as many as seven 
games in a season since 1992, and had 
appeared in only one bow! game in that 
span, the 1995 Peach Bowl. 

Donnan, however, produced one of 
college football's biggest turnarounds 
last season. The Bulldogs finished 10-2, 


Donnan Does It 


Second-Ghoice Coach Turns the Gorner In His Second Year 


For Georgia 


national ranking, had improved, but still 
hadn't closed the gap on the Evil Genius, 
who had turned the World’s Largest 
Cocktail Party into a dud. 

At least that’s what Florida and the 
rest of college football believed. 

Not Spurrier, who conceded he was 
concerned as he stood on the fresh turf 
of Jacksonville's Alltel Stadium shortly 
before kickoff. Spurrier, with his trade- 
mark visor, glared across the field at Jim 
Donnan, the Bulldogs’ coach. 

“| don't feel good about this one,” 
Spurrier said. “That guy worries me.” 

The episode was prophetic, as Geor- 
gia whipped the Gators 37-17, ending 
Spurrier’s seven-year reign over the Bull- 
dogs. Donnan had ended the longtime 
frustration and suffering of the Bulldog 
nation. 

“Twas surprised by what we accom- 
plished last season in one way, but in 
another way | knew all along what we 
were capable of doing,” Donnan said. 
“At our first meeting last summer, | told 
the players that my standards were a lot 
higher than theirs.” 

And Georgia's standards are now 
much higher after Donnan, in only his 
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their first 10-win season since 1992, and 
crushed Wisconsin 33-6 in Tampa's Out- 
back Bowl on New Year's Day, pumping 
new life into the program. 

It’s not that Donnan’s brief tenure in 
Athens has brought all smiles, though. 
His start wasn't exactly auspicious after 
Georgia athletic director Vince Dooley 
hired his second choice in 1995. When 
Dooley combed the country searching 
for Goff’s replacement, he had actually 
settled on Kansas’ Glen Mason. 

Mason accepted the job and was 
introduced as the Bulldogs’ new top 
dog. But on Christmas Day, about a 
week after Mason accepted the posi- 
tion, Georgia fans were delivered a 
present they'll never forget. Shortly 
before the Jayhawks and UCLA battled 
in the Aloha Bowl, Mason pulled an 
abrupt about-face and announced on 
national television that he wasn’t leav- 
ing Kansas after all. 

Dooley, with an embarrassing 
moment about to deliver another dagger 
into his struggling program, quickly 
scrambled and called Donnan, his sec- 
ond choice. Donnan, who had produced 
a Division I-AA dynasty at Marshall, a 


small school in the mountains of West 
Virginia, quickly accepted and was intro- 
duced as Georgia's third coach in less 
than a month. 

Dooley was criticized by some fans 
for the quick hiring, and that discontent 
grew after the Bulldogs’ embarrassing 
home loss to Southern Mississippi in 
Donnan’s first game. A season of follies 
resulted in a 5-6 rookie campaign, 
including losses to inferior opponents 
South Carolina, Kentucky and Ole Miss. 

Worse, Georgia was embedded in a 
long NCAA investigation for rules viola- 
tions allegedly committed during Goff's 
regime, which eventually resulted in 
three years of probation and scholarship 
losses (although no bowl prohibition). 

Georgia fans, still upset that their 
once-powerful program was forced to 


settle for its second choice, quickly criti- 
cized their new coach for everything 
from new stripes on the helmets to the 
playing of “The Macarena” at halftime. 

“We looked a little discombobulated 
at times,” Donnan recalled. “We didn't 
win the close games we were supposed 
to win, and, over the years, should win. 
We had a fairly talented team, but | 
don’t think they really bought into what 
we were trying to do. It wasn’t that we 
lost, it was the way we looked losing.” 

As a result, Donnan entered last sea- 
son in a fishbowl. As it turns out, so did 
his players. 

Donnan now concedes that he prob- 
ably afforded his players too many con- 
cessions in his first year. He conducted 
non-contact practices in his first spring 
because Georgia's top two offensive 
weapons, quarterback Mike Bobo and 
running back Robert Edwards, were both 
recovering from season-ending injuries. 
The results: The Bulldogs finished last in 
the SEC in turnover ratio and, at times, 
appeared to be a poorly coached team. 

“That first year, every time they 
asked me to do something the way they 
used to do it, | made a concession,” 
Donnan said. “! was in charge, but | was 
too conciliatory. So maybe they thought 
| wasn’t tough enough.” 

The Bulldogs’ players and fans 
quickly found out who was in charge last 
season. Donnan brought a different 
approach to Georgia — a head coach 
who actually coached and wanted his 
hands on everything. After directing 
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Barry Switzer’s high-powered offenses at 
Oklahoma in the 1980s, Donnan still 
serves as his own offensive coordinator. 


Unlike most head coaches, though, 
he actually coaches everything — mostly 
offense, but also defense, special teams 
and, on more than one occasion, sports- 
writers. 

“I don’t think I'm a control freak ... 
but everybody wants as much control as 
possible,” Donnan said. 

Donnan was certainly in control last 
year, when Georgia, buoyed by four 
straight home games to open the sea- 
son, stormed out to one of the best 
starts in school history. The Bulldogs 
crushed Arkansas State, South Carolina 
and Northeast Louisiana in their first 
three games to crack the Top 25. 

On the first weekend of October, 
Georgia was ready to face its biggest 
challenge to date with a battle against 
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much-improved Mississippi State. Don- 
nan, hoping to relay the importance of 
the game to his troops, drove a steam- 
roller into practice that week. “We 
steamroll Mississippi State, or pick our- 
selves up off the pavement,” Donnan 
told his team. 

The Bulldogs rolled and Mississippi 
State got flattened, as Georgia improved 
to 4-0 for the first time since 1982 with 
a 47-0 win. After a setback at Tennessee 
the following week, the Bulldogs won six 
of their final seven games, including a 
miraculous 27-24 victory in the closing 
seconds over intrastate rival Georgia 
Tech, the Bulldogs’ seventh straight win 
in the series. 

“| think one of the biggest differ- 
ences was that we realized that what’s 
going on is legitimate and can be func- 
tional at the SEC and national levels,” 
said senior offensive tackle Matt Stinch- 


DALE ZANINE 


comb. “There wasn’t a mutiny or any- 
thing like that two years ago, but it was 
still there — a coach you're unfamiliar 
with, a lot being said about him coming 
from a smaller school. Last year, every- 
body realized there’s only one way to do 
things, and it’s Jim Donnan’s way, and 
it’s the best way.” 

Donnan, booed and second-guessed 
throughout his first season, was quickly 
viewed as a savior by Georgia's fickle 
fans. He also became one of the hottest 
coaches in the country. Donnan ended 
Spurrier’s run as SEC Coach of the Year 
and was later pursued by both Texas and 
North Carolina. 

Donnan, a native of Burlington, 
N.C., and former All-ACC quarterback 
at N.C. State, nearly returned to the 
Tar Heel state. The North Carolina 
offer, which Donnan called “the deal 
of a lifetime,” would have made him 
one of college football's highest-paid 
coaches at $850,000 annually over 
the next five years. 

But he spurned the lucrative deal, 
instead remaining at Georgia for a new 
contract that will pay him close to 
$650,000 a year, an improvement on 
the $375,000 agreement he initially 
signed with the Bulldogs. Still, the differ- 
ence in salary at North Carolina was 
more than $200,000 per year. 

“The North Carolina people were 
very kind and generous,” Donnan said. 
“It’s home. But Georgia is where | 
should be. | think | sent a message to 
the Georgia people and high school 
players in the state that I’m committed 
to turning this thing around.” 

A new day is Donnan at Georgia, 
but the Bulldogs coach says he still 
has plenty of work to do in putting the 
program back in the upper echelon of 
the SEC. 

Georgia lost 14 of 24 starters from a 
year ago, including nearly all of its skill 
players. Donnan took a big step in 
replenishing his talent with one of the 
nation’s top recruiting classes, but the 
schedule is tougher with road games at 
South Carolina, LSU and Auburn. 

“| have a couple of philosophies 
here,” Donnan said. “Things are never as 
good as it seems and never as bad as it 
seems. So they weren't as bad as they 
seemed in the first year, and last year 
they might not have been as good as 
they seemed. 

“Success is never final, and failure is 
never fatal.” i 
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MIAMI 


fter all the misery Butch Davis has 

endured during his three years as 

head coach at Miami, you can bet 
he wants to stick around for a little bit of 
the fun. Oh, he has had offers to move on 
to the NFL and even had some other col- 


leges snooping around while he’s been 


HURRICANES 


great shape. Junior Edgerrin James is back 
after becoming just the third player in 
school history to run for more than 1,000 
yards (1,098), and though Dyral McMillian 
left the team in a huff after being moved 
to fullback, there is good depth behind 
James. The wideout picture is bright, and 


Dan Morgan did last year was make 105 
tackles — and he didn’t start until week 
four. Expect classmate Nate Webster to 
handle the middle, while junior Michael 
Smith is the man on the strong side. 

As sound as the front seven seems, 
the secondary is shaky. The loss of three 


Fun Time Ahead for the ‘Canes 


with the ’Canes. But his job was to squire 
the program through its NCAA troubles 
and back to prominence. With stage one 
of the job completed, Davis is looking for- 
ward to the next step. 

“We've gone through some of the 
hard times. I'd like to be here for some of 
the good times,” Davis says. 

Davis and his staff smiled in February, 
when Miami was able to offer a full 25 
scholarships for the first time. “I feel as if 
the salary cap has been lifted,” he said at 
the time. Indeed, after four years of 
recruiting classes that hovered around 15, 
the Hurricanes are getting close to full 
capacity and expect to have 79 scholar- 
ship players in camp this fall. 

That will help, but anybody expecting 
the Hurricanes to don camouflage gear 
and rampage through the college football 
world as they did in the 1980s had better 
slow down. Miami's talent level is rising, 
indeed, but this remains a young team 
with some big question marks and a 
schedule that doesn’t exactly cater to 
gradual development. 

Unlike last year, when 72 of the 93 
players in the program were freshmen or 
sophomores, there is a bit of experience 
on the Miami roster. But there are also 
some huge holes to fill. One is under cen- 
ter, where senior pocket passer Scott Cov- 
ington steps in to replace Ryan Clement. 
Davis was impressed with Covington’s 
knowledge of the offense and execution 
during spring drills, and all semblance of 
last year's disharmony over Covington’s 
lack of playing time seems to be gone. 

The rest of the skill positions are in 


sophomore Reggie Wayne (48 catches) 
looks to improve on his league rookie of 
the year honor. 

Up front, there's trouble. Even though 
left guard Richard Mercier is back from 
knee surgery, he took it easy during the 
spring, making it tough for the Hurricanes 
to develop any continuity along the line. 
Although Davis feels good about the tal- 
ent and depth there, he calls the area the 
team’s biggest question mark. 

There's no such trepidation along the 
defensive front, where Miami expects to 
have six or seven players capable of mak- 
ing big contributions. Leading the way is 
sophomore tackle Damione Lewis, whom 
Davis calls “dominant,” senior tackle Chad 
Pegues and senior Michael Lawson, who 
moved from tackle to end. 

All sophomore weakside linebacker 
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starters, including standout cover corner 
Duane Starks, will do that. Davis expects 
sophomore Nick Ward to replace Starks 
and play opposite returning starter Nate 
Brooks, but sophomores Al Blades and 
Delvin Brown and redshirt freshman 
Edward Reed must make big strides at the 
safety spot. 

“We have good athletic ability and 
good speed in the secondary, but we're 
so untested and inexperienced that every 
single day is something new for those 
guys,” Davis says. 

Junior Andy Crosland, who made 1 1- 
of-14 field goal tries last year, including a 
respectable 4-of-7 from 40 yards and 
beyond, returns. He'll also handle the 
punting, although his 39.6-yard average 
must improve. 

— Michael Bradley 


1997: 5-6 overall; 3-4 Big East (5th) 

COACH: Butch Davis — At Miami and 
Overall: 22-12, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 6 Offense, 
5 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 18 Edgerrin 
James; WR Reggie Wayne, OB Scott Cov- 
ington, TE Mondriel Fulcher, LG Richard 
Mercier, DT Damione Lewis, DT Chad 
Pegues, LB Dan Morgan 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Hurricanes 
are faster than they have been in years 
and are blessed with some excellent skill 
people. The defensive front seven is stout 
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and loaded with big-play men. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line enters the fall with little continuity and 
only one returning starter. Senior OB Scott 
Covington has talent but not much game 
experience, and the secondary is young 
and shaky. 

OVERVIEW: Don't expect the Hurricanes 
to be a major player on the national 
scene, but they can certainly contend in 
the Big East. If the offensive line comes 
around, and Covington is productive, 
Miami will score points, The defense will 
be nasty, although it still has a way to go. 
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Smith lost his first six games before 
finally getting a victory. 
Said Smith: “The fans didn’t get 
too upset.” 
Smith, now Louisville's first-year 
coach, has already found out that football 


I: his first year at Utah State, John 


LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


Chris Redman. Redman set school records 
with 261 completions, 445 passes and 
3,079 yards last season. The former 
national high school player of the year 
threw for more than 300 yards six times 
and had 18 touchdown passes. 

“It’s amazing that he put up those 


return from a defense that allowed 422 
yards per game and held only one team 
(Illinois) to under 20 points. 

Smith has the luxury of opening the 
season with a new arena, 45,000-seat 
Papa John’s Stadium. Papa John’s, 
founded by Louisville native John Schnat- 


Putting a Winning Product On the Field 


is taken much more seriously in the South. 

“It’s a way of life,” Smith said. “It puts 
more pressure on you, but that’s OK. It’s 
going to be fun.” 

Welcome to the South, coach, where 
football is important, even in basketball- 
rich Kentucky. Smith will find that out 
soon enough. The Cardinals face archrival 
Kentucky in the season-opener Sept. 5 
at Louisville. 

“The game is already sold out,” Smith 
said. “It's going to be a happening, and we 
want to put a good product on the field.” 

That might be the hard part, at least 
for now. Louisville finished 1-10 in Ron 
Cooper's final season, its only win over 
winless Illinois. The Cardinals enter this 
year with eight consecutive losses. 

“I told our players that | had to be 
honest. We were one of the weakest 
teams I’ve seen,” Smith said. “But the 
positive thing is that we can only get 
stronger. We want to be more physical 
and more explosive. The best thing about 
these kids is their attitude. They want to 
win and want to be told how to win.” 

Smith knows about winning. He had 
only one losing season in nine years at 
Idaho and Utah State and has won almost 
twice as many games as he has lost 
(69-39), 

Smith did it with a wide-open offense, 
which annually ranked among the best in 
the country in passing and total yards and 
scoring. His 1993 Idaho team led Division 
I-AA with 47.5 points and 532 yards per 
game and reached the national semifinals. 

At Louisville, Smith inherits a quarter- 
back who should fit his system in junior 


numbers last season,” said Smith, refer- 
ring to Louisville's inability to win despite 
Redman’s production. 

Redman isn't the only star of this 
offense. Wide receiver Arnold Jackson and 
tight end Ibn Green return, and Smith's 
only junior college signee who enrolled 
early, LeRoy Collins, is a speedy wideout. 
Rick Nord, a senior guard, should anchor 
the front line and give Redman time. 

Although Louisville should be able to 
produce Smith-like numbers on offense, 
the defense might allow Cooper-like num- 
bers. That was the problem last year, but 
Smith hopes to change things this season. 
Smith brought defensive coordinator Chris 
Smeland with him from Utah State. He 
also has Nick Holt, who was Smith's 
defensive coordinator at Idaho. Holt will 
coach the defensive line. They have a 
tough assignment. Only five starters 
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1997: 1-10 Overall; 0-6 CUSA (7th) 
COACH: John Smith — At Louisville: 1st 
year; Overall: 69-39, 9 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: |5; 8 Offense, 


5 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Chris Red- 
man, TE Ibn Green, OG Rick Nord, WR 
Arnold Jackson, CB Don Bibb, CB Court- 
ney Dinkins, P Jeremy Borseth 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Cardinals’ 
offense should be just as strong as last 
year when Redman set school records for 
completions, attempts and yards. Redman 


ter, donated $5 million to the project. 
Louisville claims it is the only university 
owned and operated stadium in the coun- 
try with all chairback seats. 

“It may not be the biggest, but it will 
be the nicest stadium in the country,” 
Smith said. “Now, it’s my job to put a 
product on the field that our fans can be 
proud of like they are of their stadium.” 

It starts with recruiting. Smith wants 
to target the big cities around Louisville 
— Cincinnati, St. Louis and Chicago — 
and get into the football-rich Southern 
states like Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida and Mississippi. 

“We've got a lot to sell,” Smith said. 
“We've got our great facilities and our 
conference (Conference USA). We're 
going to build upon what we already have 
here and continue to make progress.” 

— Robert Wilson 


CARDINALS 


fits perfectly into coach John Smith's wide- 
open offense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: |ovisville's 


defense is changing schemes from reading 
to attacking, but the Cardinals still have 
many of the same players who must 
improve their fundamentals from a year ago. 

OVERVIEW: First-year coach Smith enters 
a tough situation. Don’t look for much 
improvement in Louisville's record from 
last year, but the team should be more 
competitive and possibly win a league 
game. 
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emphis football fans are getting 
a little impatient. And Tiger 
coach Rip Scherer doesn’t 


blame them. He is, too. 

Scherer enters his fourth season as 
Memphis head coach and has yet to have 
a winning season. The Tigers came close a 


MEMPHIS 


high 45 catches for 605 yards and five TDs 
last season and also ranked 22nd in the 
country in punt return average. 

But there are holes, especially at quar- 
terback where no one has made a colle- 
giate start. Sophomores Kenton Evans and 
Steven Galbraith played some backup last 


“We're a young team, but we are stronger 

and more athletic than we've ever been.” 
Two junior college signees — line- 

backer Corey Irby of East Mississippi CC 

and defensive back Larry Prentiss of 

Hinds (Miss.) CC — are two players 

Scherer believes can help the Tigers 


Turning the Corner On the Competition 


year ago, winning four games and losing 
three by three points each. 

That’s not good enough, Scherer said. 

“| keep telling myself one of these 
days we are going to get there, but we 
haven't yet,” said Scherer, who has won 
11 games in three seasons at Memphis. 
“It is time for us to take the ‘but’ out of 
the program.” 

This could be the year. Maybe. The 
Tigers are still young — only eight seniors 
in the top 44 players — and don’t have a 
proven quarterback. But there is talent, 
terrific talent in spots. 

Check out these heavy contributors: 

All-Conference USA defensive tackle 
Marquis Bowling, who tied a school 
record with 11 sacks last season. Bowling 
was second behind Southern Mississippi's 
Adalius Thomas in sacks in the league and 


tied for first in C-USA for tackles for losses. 


All-C-USA cornerback Mike McKen- 
zie, possibly the best underclassmen 
defensive back in the league, has 126 
tackles and five interceptions in the past 
two seasons. 

Gerard Armold, a 5-8, 203-pound 
bull of a tailback, who was one of the best 
running backs in the league after he 
recovered from a knee injury at the start 
of the season. He gained 654 yards in 
seven games. 

Wide receiver Richie Floyd, who led 
the Tigers for receiving yards for the sec- 
ond year in a row. He has a career aver- 
age of 15.02 yards per catch and tied a 
school record last year with 10 catches 
against Arkansas State. 

Flanker Damien Dodson had a team- 


year to Bernard Oden, but it remains to be 
seen what they can do when they must 
play an extended period of time. 

“The quarterback position is the 
biggest question we have to answer,” 
Scherer said. “You can’t accurately evalu- 
ate them until you see how they perform 
on Saturdays.” 

If Evans or Galbraith can remind 
Scherer of Oden, it could be a good sign 
for a possible winning season. Oden set a 
school record with 2,249 passing yards 
and also passed for 12 touchdowns. 

The quarterbacks aren't the only ones 
Scherer is counting on. He must get good 
play from a lot of youth and possibly 
some signees from this spring. 

“We had 71 freshmen or sophomores 
out of our top 100 last year,” Scherer said. 
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immediately. Another is Jeff “Sugar” 
Sanders, a talented running back from Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., who sat out last fall due 
to academic problems. 

Players such as these are the type 
who Scherer hopes will help the Tigers 
win some of those close games in the 
fourth quarter. 

“We lost all three (close games) on 
the final possession,” said Scherer, whose 
Tigers were defeated by Mississippi on a 
53-yard field goal on the final play of the 
season-opener. 

“But we've gone from not competing, 
to competing, to being real close. There 
are indications that we are about to turn 
the corner.” It can’t come quick enough 
for Scherer. Or his Tiger fans. 

— Robert Wilson 


1997: 

4-7 Overall; 2-4 CUSA (Tie/4th) 

COACH: Rip Scherer — At Memphis: | 1-22, 
3 years; Overall: 40-41, 7 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17, 8 Offense, 
8 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: DI Marquis 
Bowling, CB Mike McKenzie, WR Richie 
Floyd, FL Damien Dodson, TB Gerard 
Arnold, OT Ron Sells, LB Kamal Skair 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Memphis has a 
talented duo at receiver in flanker Damien 
Dodson and wide receiver Richie Floyd. 
Dodson had a team-high 45 catches, while 


Floyd had 617 receiving yards last season. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Quarterback 
is a huge question mark for the Tigers. 

Either Kenton Evans or Stephen Galbraith, 

both sophomores with little experience 
and no starts, are the likely replacements 
for Bernard Oden, who set a school 
record for passing yards last year. 

OVERVIEW: With only eight seniors in the 
top 44 positions, the Tigers are going to 
have to grow up quickly. Scherer has tal- 
ent in spots, but there isn’t enough to 
reach his goal, a winning season in his 
fourth year in the program. 
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Conference in football. Kentucky 
is the king of Southeastern Confer- 
ence in men’s basketball. Tennessee is 
the dominant force in the SEC in 
women’s basketball. 
Southern Mississippi wants to be like 


F lorida State owns the Atlantic Coast 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


GOLDEN EAGLES 


became the second player in school his- 
tory — Brett Favre is the other — to pass 
for more than 2,000 yards in a season. 
Gideon set a school record with 54 
catches for 1,008 yards and nine touch- 
downs, then was the Liberty Bowl offen- 
sive MVP with seven catches for 111 


Add T.J. Slaughter to the mix at middle 
linebacker, and the Eagles become 
even tougher. 

Another asset for the Eagles is the 
coaching staff. For the first time since 
Bower became head coach in 1990, there 
were no changes. Even offensive coordi- 


Getting Where They Want to Be 


those powerful programs in Conference 
USA football. 

Golden Eagle coach Jeff Bower has his 
team well on its way to being the class of 
C-USA. After two seasons, Southern Miss 
has won one league title, shared another 
and compiled an 11-1 conference record 
(its only loss was an overtime decision at 
Houston in 1996). 

After going undefeated in six league 
games a year ago and winning by an 
average of three touchdowns, Southern 
Miss is expected to win the league title 
again. It wouldn't be a surprise since 
the Eagles return the nucleus of last 
year’s team, which had the best finish in 
school history. 

Southern Miss was brilliant a year ago, 
winning eight regular-season games and 
finishing with a 41-7 wipeout of Pitts- 
burgh in the Liberty Bowl for a No. 19 
final ranking in the AP Top 25 poll. 

The USM coaches expect an even bet- 
ter year in 1998. And so do the players. 

“Not only are we going to go for 
three in a row in the conference, but we 
want to build onto our season and 
become one of the best programs in the 
country,” said junior defensive end Adal- 
ius Thomas, the Liberty Bowl defensive 
MVP who led the league with 15 sacks 
last season. 

Thomas isn’t boasting. The Eagles can 
definitely back up talk about winning the 
league and trying to reach into the 
national limelight. When you have players 
like quarterback Lee Roberts, receiver 
Sherrod Gideon and defensive tackle John 
Nix, you’ve got room to talk. Roberts 


yards and three TDs. Nix was a freshman 
All-American. But don’t think Southern 
Miss will be looking ahead. 

“We can’t get complacent, but we are 
confident,” Thomas said. 

When a team wins games by three 
touchdowns in every conference outing, it 
can't help but be. 

Then there's the new players coming 
in. Possibly the best is junior college All- 
American Mark Word, a defensive end 
from Hinds (Miss.) Community College. 
Word is considered one of the best ath- 
letes on the team, and he hasn't even 
played a game yet. The 6-6, 267-pound 
Word, along with Thomas, Nix and 
DeQuincy Scott, makes Southern Miss’ 
front four one of the best in the country. 
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nator Larry Kueck, who had worked at six 
schools in the 1990s, is staying at South- 
ern Miss. Bower received a pay raise, and 
Thompson decided to stay at Southern 
Miss instead of trying to get his dream 
job at Arkansas, his home state, as defen- 
sive coordinator. 

The coaches and players seem to 
know something that the rest of the coun- 
try might find out this season. In fact, the 
secret may come out in the season- 
opener at Penn State. 

“Penn State will be a Top 10 team and 
we should be in the Top 25,” Bower said. 
“It’s the type of game we need to play — 
and win — if we're going to get where 
we want to be.” 

— Robert Wilson 


1997: 9-3 Overall; 6-0 CUSA Ist} 
COACH: Jeff Bower — At Southern Miss 


and Overall: 43-35-1, 7 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |5; 8 Offense, 
5 Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: DE Adalius 
Thomas, WR Sherrod Gideon, OB Lee 
Roberts, LB TJ. Slaughter, DT John Nix, OT 
Henry McClendon, C Frank Firestone 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defensive 
line is loaded with talent, especially with 
the addition of junior college All-America 
end Mark Word. Liberty Bowl defensive 
MVP Adalius Thomas (the league's sack 
leader last year), freshman All-American 
John Nix, freshman AI-LC-USA DeQuincy 


Scott and Word make up the most athletic 
front four in school history. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The sec- 
ondary is a question after losing three 
starters. Deshone Mallard and Terrence 
Parrish, who split time last year at corner- 
back, have the most experience. They'll 
have to grow up quickly. 

OVERVIEW: The Eagles are favored to 
win Conference USA and possibly dupli- 
cate last year's undefeated league record. 
And Southern Miss has the opportunity to 
make national news before that, with 
games at Penn State and home against 
Texas A&M. 
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ulane's 1997 success surprised 
opponents. It surprised the media. It 
surprised Tulane fans. It even sur- 
prised Tulane players. 
“If somebody had told me early in the 


season that we would win seven games, | 
would have told them that they were 


TULANE 


GREEN WAVE 


talented tailbacks, Toney Converse and 
Jamaican Dartez, return after winning vari- 
ous all-conference honors and combining 
for 1,282 rushing yards. 

This time last year, Tulane did not 
have a receiver who had more than 20 
catches in a season. This year, the Green 


veteran linebackers, but weakside line- 
backer Brett Timmons returns. Timmons, a 
junior, had 84 tackles last season — most 
among the Green Wave returnees. 

In the secondary, all four starters 
return from a defense that led the nation 
with 26 interceptions in 1997. The group 


The Wave Has High Hopes ... Finally 


crazy,” quarterback Shaun King said. “We 
surprised a lot of people.” 

Add head coach Tommy Bowden 
himself to that list. 

“My goal was to shoot for three wins, 
because they had averaged two a year for 
the last five years,” Bowden admits. “We 
had 10 new starters on offense and five 
new starters on defense, so three seemed 
like a pretty high goal. 

“Obviously,” Bowden adds, laughing, 
“we exceeded that by a little bit.” 

A little bit? Bowden exceeded those 
goals simply going 5-1 and finishing sec- 
ond in Conference USA. Considering this 
is Tulane, where the Green Wave hadn't 
had a winning season since 1981, a 7-4 
record in Bowden’s first season as a head 
coach blew those expectations out of the 
water of nearby Lake Ponchatrain. 

In just one season, Bowden already 
has made Tulane a more attractive place 
to play. In addition to the Green Wave's 
success on the field in 1997, Bowden's 
staff pulled in a 1998 recruiting class that 
surprised many analysts. 

This year, outsiders will expect the 
Green Wave to compete with programs 
such as Southern Mississippi and East Car- 
olina for the conference championship, 
and with good reason. After all, Tulane’s 
offense returns 10 starters and 21 of its 
top 22 players, including quarterback 
Shaun King, the C-USA offensive player of 
the year after passing for 2,577 yards and 
24 touchdowns in Bowden’s wide-open 
offensive system. 

King should get plenty of help from 
his offensive teammates this season. Two 
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Wave has five returning players with at 
least 20 receptions, led by senior P.]. 
Franklin, who caught 58 passes for 703 
yards and eight touchdowns, and junior 
JaJuan Dawson, who had 52 catches for 
839 yards and 10 touchdowns before his 
season ended three games prematurely 
because of a broken right ankle. 

The biggest question mark entering 
the 1997 season turned into one of the 
biggest surprises. Without a returning 
starter, the line allowed only 11 sacks and 
blocked for an offense that set 26 school 
records. Four of those starters return. 

Things look positive on defense, as 
well. The defensive line lost three starters, 
but returns eight players with game expe- 
rience, including left tackle Dennis O'Sulli- 
van, a senior who led all linemen with 55 
tackles a year ago. Tulane also lost two 
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is led by senior cornerback Michael Jor- 
dan, who had a team-high five pickoffs 
and earned all-conference honors. 

The Green Wave is especially solid in 
the kicking game, with the return of kicker 
Brad Palazzo and punter Brad Hill. 
Palazzo, a third-team All-America selec- 
tion by AP and The Sporting News, led 
the nation in field goals (23), and Hill 
ranked fourth nationally in punting. 

Add all those returning starters to a 
favorable schedule with six home games 
(including Southern Miss) to last year's 
success, and it’s no wonder expectations 
are unusually high at Tulane. 

“This year will present a different chal- 
lenge for us: we'll be the hunted instead 
of the hunter,” said Bowden. “There’s no 
doubt things will be much tougher.” 

— Richard Scott 


1997: 7-4 Overall, 5-1 CUSA (2nd) 

COACH: Tommy Bowden — At Tulane and 
Overall: 7-4, 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 38: |0 
Offense, 6 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 038 Shaun King, 
TBs Toney Converse and Jamaican Dartez, 
WRs PJ. Franklin and Jaaun Dawson, DL 
Dennis O'Sullivan, LB Brent Timmons, CB 
Michael Jordan, K Brad Palazzo and P Brad Hill 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: jwenty of the 
top 22 people return on offense, including 
all of the skill players who made an impact 
last year; the secondary, where four starters 


return; and special teams, where Tulane 
returns two of the nation’s top specialists. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


High expectations are a rare problem at 
Tulane, but they're a reality this season. 
After last year's surprising debut, Bowden 
will be expected to do even more with this 
year's team. 

OVERVIEW: 
With so many starters returning from a 7-4 
team, the Tide may be turning in New 
Orleans. However, the Green Wave won't 
sneak up on anybody this season after last 
year's SUCCESS. 


1998 


ARKANSAS STATE 

This may be the last year fans read about Arkansas State 
football. 

At least on these pages of Lindy’s. 

The program that rejoined the Division I-A ranks in 1992 will 
likely drop its independent status after this season, ASU was 
extended — and accepted — an invitation to become a mem- 
ber of the Big West Conference in 1999. 

The Indians’ coaching staff celebrated the achievement 
of one ambitious goal with another: by signing the school’s 
first-ever Parade All-American, tailback Jonathan Adams, a 
6,714-yard career rusher who broke Madre Hill’s record in the 
state of Arkansas, 

Adams obviously bought into head coach Joe Hollis’ motto, 
coined when the former Ohio State offensive coordinator took 
over the ASU program prior fo last season: “We will not undersell 
Arkansas State.” 

That's not likely to happen anytime soon, not with football 
powerhouses such as LSU on the Indian’s 12-game schedule. 

Or with players like Lennie Johnson, Lamont Zachery and 
Cleo Lemon in the lineup. 

The trio of players combined for over 10 school, Indian Sta- 
dium and single-season records in 1997, and return to improve on 
their highlights amidst nine offensive starters and as many on 
defense. 

Wide receiver Johnson hauled in a school-record 284 yards 
against Southwest Missouri State en route to his 1,829 yards on the 
year, also an ASU mark. He ranked 36th in the nation in receiving 
yards per game (78.36) and became the first player in school his- 
tory to catch at least 40 passes in each of the past two seasons. 

He is on pace to become Arkansas State’s all-time receptions 
leader this season, and if helps that he'll be on the receiving end 
of Lemon’s passes. , 

Lemon posted the school’s best single season for a freshman 
quarterback in 1997, throwing for 1,452 yards and completing 90 
passes, That was with two 300-yard passing games. 

Not fo be outdone, Zachery and Chappell Mitchell com- 


1997: 2-9 

COACH: Joe Hollis — At ASU: 2-9, 1 year; Overall: 6-15-1, 
2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 9 Offense, 9 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OT Todd Frohbieter, WR Lennie 
Johnson, QB Cleo Lemon, LB Koetter Little, DE Clarence 
Williams, TE Ron Teat 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experience returning on both sides 
of the ball — in particular, depth at wide receiver — give 
the Indians plenty of firepower. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Not much depth in key defensive 
areas could make for a long year as the Indians learn a new 
defensive scheme. It’s even longer with a murderous, 12- 
game schedule. 

OVERVIEW: ASU did not beat a single Division I-A oppo- 
nent last season, a statistic that does not bode well for future 
Big West play. 


bined to become a prolific kickoff return tandem, while Ron Teat 
ended the season ranked third in the nation among tight ends in 
both receptions (30) and yards (430). 

With all that offensive firepower returning in ‘98, what's on 
tap for ASU on the other side of the ball? 

A new defensive scheme, a base 4-3, was installed by coor- 
dinator Keith Butler. He’ll have linebacker Koetter Little and 
defensive end Clarence Williams around to make it work, 

Koetter was the team’s tackle leader, with 80, in 1997. Fellow 
senior Williams provides big-play potential as well, after netting 
five sacks and six tackles for loss last season. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA 

Mike Kruczek invested 13 years into the University of Central 
Florida as offensive coordinator, hoping it would one day pay off 
with a head coaching position at the Orlando school. 

In January, Kruczek got his wish, but not under the circum- 
stances he had hoped for. He had always envisioned stepping in 
for Gene McDowell when McDowell retired. McDowell came to 
UCF in 1985 and brought Kruczek with him affer two seasons 
together at Florida State. 

But UCF became the target of a federal investigation into cel- 
lular telephone fraud last fall when a former walk-on sold phones 
to some players. McDowell was forced to resign when he con- 
fessed he had learned of a locker room raid and tipped off his 
players, No current players were arrested, 

So Kruczek, hired on an interim basis, enters this season 
intent on earning the job permanently and bringing UCF its first 
winning season in I-A football. The Knights begin their third year on 
the I-A level and should be armed with their best team — offen- 
sively anyway. 

UCF returns 10 starters on offense, including eight seniors. The 
unquestionable leader will be quarterback Daunte Culpepper, 
who returns after giving early entry to the NFL some consideration. 
Culpepper, a Heisman Trophy hopeful, passed for 3,086 yards and 
25 touchdowns last season. 

“| think Daunte’s finally become the complete package,” 
Kruczek said of the 6-5, 240-pounder. “Not that he wasn’t before, 
but he’s honed his skills; all the fine things. He impresses me every 
day, which is hard to do. He doesn’t have too far to go to where 
he’s exactly what the NFL wants.” 

Defensively, UCF is hoping to find some leadership in a 
group that will start three seniors. The biggest void was left by 
three defensive ends, lost to graduation, UCF is counting on 
sophomore Fred Harley and junior Marv Richardson to step up, 
but the Knights signed two junior college defensive ends who 


1997: 5-6 

COACH: Mike Kruczek — At UCF and Overall: first year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16, 10 Offense, 5 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Daunte Culpepper, WR Siaha 
Burley, WR Mark Nonsant, LB Mike Palmer, DT Justen 
Moore, CB Reggie Doster 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: UCF returns one of the country’s 
top quarterbacks in Culpepper, plus his primary receivers 
(Burley and Nonsant) are back as seniors. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Linebackers Mike Palmer and 
Deaubrey Devine need to come back 100 percent from off- 
season surgery, and a young defensive secondary needs to 
gel with three new starters. 

OVERVIEW: With Culpepper, all things are possible, plus 
Nonsant and Burley are fast and elusive. UCF has quality 
depth at the tailback position. Mike Grant, in particular, is 
coming off his best spring. 


could make an impact. 

“| think it’s a little off kilter when you really look at the things 
we have to offer the kids, other than the education, dorm and 
Florida Citrus Bowl,” Kruczek said. “We still have Division Il facilities, 
buf the alumni and boosters expect you to win games against 
great football teams. (Better facilities) is a reality that has to hap- 
pen so this program can be a great, great program and at the 
top, just like Florida and Florida State.” 
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LOUISIANA TECH 

Tennessee quarterback Peyton Manning couldn't do it. 

Neither could Ryan Leaf at Washington State. 

Both players, it’s interesting to note, went 1-2 in the recent 
NFL draft. 

But not one of these quarterbacks — or any other in Division I- 
A ball, for that matter — could surpass Louisiana Tech’s Tim Rattay 
atop the NCAA chart for total offense (359.78) in 1997, The sopho- 
more was also ranked No. 2 nationally in both passing yards 
(3,881) and completions (293), 

Did we mention it was his debut season at Tech? One in 
which he set or tied 28 school records? 

By the way, former Tech QB Terry Bradshaw had seven career 
300-yard passing games. James Martin, the school’s all-time pass- 
ing leader, had eight in his career. Rattay, “The Rifleman,” had 
nine — in his first 11 games. 

Come to think of it, nobody beat out Rattay’s teammate, Troy 
“The Playmaker” Edwards, either. At least in terms of total receiv- 
ing yards (1,707), receiving yards per game (147.6) and all-pur- 
pose running (194.91 ypg). 

Note to 1998 opponents: They‘re back! 

... And still causing nightmares from last season, 

Consider: 

The Bulldogs’ 665 yards of total offense, including Rattay’s 510 
passing yards — 213 to Edwards — and six touchdowns in a 56-28 
victory over Central Michigan. 

Or how about Edwards’ 30 points against Southwestern 
Louisiana, 

Not to mention the fact that Tech beat Alabama in the Tide’s 
homecoming game, or recorded the school’s first win over a Pac- 
10 opponent in defeating Cal, 41-34, 

In fact, with a 9-2 record the Bulldogs posted their most victo- 
ries since joining the Division I-A ranks. And Gary Crowton, a finalist 
for The Sporting News National Coach of the Year, was mentioned 
in coaching vacancies at Arkansas, Louisville and Utah State. 

But he’s back, too, ready to improve on last year’s perfect 4-0 


1997: 9-2 

COACH: Gary Crowton — At Louisiana Tech and Overall: 
15-7, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 Offense; 6 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Tim Rattay, WR Troy Edwards, 
TB Bobby Ray Tell, S Charles Boloman, DE Jerome King, WR 
Sean Cangelosi, WR Cedric Williams, TE Marlon Chambers 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Offensive skill positions are among 
the best in the nation; Tech’s defensive line is potent, too. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defensive secondary ranks 
are thin, as well as the Bulldogs’ offensive line. 

OVERVIEW: How many more records can Rattay and 
Edwards break? How many more honors can they reap? 
How high can Louisiana Tech climb in the polls? Will Crow- 
ton stay? Stay tuned ... 


record at home and the program’s No. 29 national ranking in the 
final USA Today/Coaches Poll. 

Tailback Bobby Ray Tell joins his All-America caliber team- 
mates after rushing for a team-leading 800 yards in 1997. He also 
posted a 21.4-yard-per-average kickoff return rate and 113.6 
yards per outing in total offense. 

Lest opponents think the Bulldogs are one-dimensional, 
they‘re not, although the team’s top three tacklers from last sea- 
son have exhausted their eligibility. 

Big-playmaker Selu Alofipo returns, however. The strongside 
linebacker tallied nine tackles for loss, four sacks, seven pass 
breakups, one interception, and two forced fumbles in 1997. 


NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 

There was a collective sigh of relief heard from 11 Division | 
quarterbacks this season. 

That's because they discovered Steve Foley is no longer at 
Northeast Louisiana, 

The defensive end, who led the nation in quarterback 
sacks in 1997, has taken his big-play talents to the Cincinnati 
Bengals. Opposing wide receivers need to run for cover, 
however, as cornerback Pat Dennis has three more years of eligi- 
bility remaining. 

The player became NLU’s first I-A All-American as a member 
of The Sporting News’ Freshman squad in 1997. With 65 tackles, 
three interceptions and eight pass breakups, Dennis was the only 
player from an independent team to make that prestigious list. 

He’s up for more honors this season, along with teammate 
Marty Booker. The 6-0, 216-pound wide receiver hopes to put the 
finishing touches on a spectacular career by moving up the 
school’s all-time receptions list. He enters the season in seventh 
place, with 103 for 1,616 yards and 12 touchdowns, despite bat- 
tling ankle injuries most of last year. 

Only problem is, there’s no proven quarterback to throw to 
the big target or his talented corps of wideouts. 

The Indians’ top two signal-callers from last season — Daniel 
Jeremiah and Bo Meeks — are gone, leaving sophomore Jason 
Grein as the heir apparent. That's if the 1997 third-teamer can 
beat out converted linebacker Michael Davis or redshirt freshman 
Andre Vige for the starting spot. 

Grein has the most experience, playing in four games and 
completing 10 passes for 91 yards and a touchdown. 

The emphasis, therefore, will be placed on defense at NLU this 
season. Ten starters return on that side of fhe ball, led by Dennis 
and the top two tacklers from 1997, free safety Brian Taylor and 
linebacker Sirl Wright. 

The Indians’ entire linebacking corps is back, headed up by 
Wright, a senior, in the middle. He started the first five games on 
the weak side in 1997, and ended with 97 stops, seven tackles for 


1997: 5-7 

COACH: Ed Zaunbrecher — At Northeast Louisiana and 
Overall: 15-30, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 20; 8 Offense; 10 Defense; 
Kicker; Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: CB Pat Dennis, FS Brian Taylor, WR 
Marty Booker, OT James Landers, SS Dee Jefferson, OG 
Shane Pittard, LB Sirl Wright 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Indians return all starting line- 
backers, defensive backs and wide receivers. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Finding a quarterback is a top 
priority — two from last year are gone — as is replacing DE 
Steve Foley, who led the nation with 18.5 sacks in 1997. 

OVERVIEW: NLU won three of its last four games, all over 
I-A programs, and matched the season-high for wins since 
joining those ranks in 1994. Talented players return to keep 
the momentum going. 


loss, 2.5 sacks and two interceptions. 

Taylor and Dennis will man a deep secondary, which was bol- 
stered by NLU's recruiting haul. Taylor recorded four straight dou- 
ble-figure tackle games in the middle of last season, didn’t start 
until the sixth game of the year, and finished with 113 tackles, 
three interceptions and six pass breakups, 

The toughest player on the team, strong safety Dee Jefferson, 
is also amongst the ranks, while both kickers, all four return men, 
and the deep snapper are back from last season. 
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SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 

A strange thing happened at Southwestern Louisiana last 
season: the Cajuns weren't Ragin. 

A 1-10 record will do that to a team, the school's first one-win 
season since 1981. 

But it wasn’t for lack of trying ... not with five bowl teams, 
including Rose Bowl champion Washington State, on the sched- 
ule. Of course, the combination of youth and injuries at several 
key positions didn’t help, either. 

Not one to shy away from the challenges of stiff competition, 
head coach Nelson Stokley enters his 13th season at the helm of 
the program that he’s had to ressurect twice in his tenure. This 
year’s rebuilding process is just part of the job. 

“| think what you do is start from scratch, start all over again 
and take a look at everything,” Nelson said. “Naturally, the thing 
that concerns you the most is the mental outlook of the football 
players and their confidence. 

“That's where if starts, and having some success this season 
will certainly help our confidence.” 

So will having Brandon Siokley back at full speed. 

The coach‘s son was on pace to become the NCAA’s alll- 
time career receiving leader before suffering a knee injury early 
in the fourth game of 1997 against Texas A&M. He had recon- 
structive surgery and missed all of spring drills, but he’s expected 
to return to form for his final season at wide receiver. 

The younger Stokley enters 1998 ranked 57th on the NCAA 
career charts in receptions and less than 500 yards out of the 
career top 25 in receiving yardage with 176 career catches and 
2,529 yards. He set NCAA records as a freshman and was the 
nation’s leading sophomore receiver prior to his injury. 

He'll have company, as USL returns four of its top five pass 
catchers from last season, not to mention some talented 
tight ends. 

The offensive backfield is another bright spot for the team, as 
three tailoacks who have posted 500-plus yard seasons in their 


1997: 1-10 

COACH: Nelson Stokley — At Southwestern Louisiana and 
Overall: 60-71-1, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 21; 10 Offense; 10 Defense, 
Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Brandon Stokley, LB Chucky 
Woodall, TBs Elvis Joseph and Darren Brister, DT Eugene 


Chambers 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Cajuns have playmakers, they 
were just sifting on the bench with injuries last season. Stok- 
ley and Brister’s full-speed return can only help. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defensive woes overshadowed the 
Cajuns’ problems on offense last season — which were 
plenty. An overhaul will take time. 

OVERVIEW: USL wants to play with the big boys. But will 
they? A one-win season doesn’t imply that they can. 


careers are included in the lineup. The return of sophomore Dar- 
ren Brister, who, like Stokley, is also coming back from a knee 
injury, will bolster the ranks. 

Defensively, USL will overhaul its scheme, switching to a multi- 
ple look. The shifting of personnel and three new coaches should 
also bring an end fo the Cajuns’ defensive woes from last season. 

A solid linebacking corps, led by tackle-leader Chucky 
Woodall, will be another big key. 


UAB 

Let's get this straight, once and for alll. 

It’s UAB! 

Not Alabama-Birmingham, as many sports pundits would 
have you believe. 

Lest people forget, the Blazers will remind them on Sept. 5, 
against co-national champion Nebraska. Or how about Nov. 7, 
when UAB takes on Tennessee, the defending champion from 
the SEC. 

Nope, head coach Watson Brown is not afraid of putting his 
team up against some of college football's powerhouses. After 
all, that’s one way to get your team some recognition and 
respect. 

Joining up with the up-and-coming Conference USA will 
help, too, as UAB enters the C-USA ranks in 1999, ifs third season of 
Division |-A competition. 

The Blazers will have the quarterbacking duo of Lee Jolly and 
Daniel Dixon to lead them there, as both players proved last sea- 
son they are capable of starting. A year ago, in fact, Jolly rewrote 
the freshman passing record book with 1,530 yards, and posted 
the third-best single-season yardage total in school! history. 

He played baseball in the spring, allowing Dixon to re-enter 
the mix. A fellow sophomore, Dixon won a start against South- 
western Louisiana last year, rushing for a quarterback- and fresh- 
man-record 154 yards and three touchdowns in the Blazers’ 42-7 
win. 

“We have to keep improving our passing game,” said Brown, 
noting one of this season's objectives. “We will continue fo try to 
be 50 percent run and 50 percent pass, but we will lean more 
toward the pass this year.” 

Lucious Foster became the starting tailback in the second 
game of the 1997 season, and led the team with 737 rushing 
yards, including three 100-yard games. He, obviously, can run. 

But the Blazers lose Kevin Drake at wide receiver, who single- 
handedly accounted for almost 45 percent of the team’s receiv- 


1998 


1997: 5-6 

COACH: Watson Brown — At UAB and Overall: 15-18, 3 
years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 8 Offense, 8 Defense, Kicker, 
Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: LB Brian Smith, RB Lucious Foster, 
WR Darrius Malone, NG Curtis Jeter, CB Rodregis Brooks 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Depth on the defensive line and at 
linebacker, plus the quarterback tandem of redshirt sopho- 
mores Daniel Dixon and Lee Jolly, are keys to the season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Three new starters in the defensive 
secondary and young players on the offensive line will be 
detriments to what the Blazers are trying to accomplish. 

OVERVIEW: A goal this season is improving the pass rush on 
both sides of the ball. The Blazers’ record may not improve, 
but they will as a team. 


ing yards a year ago. Junior Darrius Malone, UAB’s second-lead- 
ing receiver, is ready to assume the top spot, 

Junior inside linebacker Brian Smith is the man on defense, 
after setting the UAB single-season record with 114 tackles in 
1997. He became the first — and fastest — player in the pro- 
gram’‘s seven-year history to reach 100 tackles in a season. 

Senior leadership and experience will abound up front, with 
the biggest question mark on defense in the secondary. The Blaz- 
ers will need to replace three defensive back starters, as well as 
the top two career leaders in tackles, Alan Willis and Izell Reese. 
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League 


onference USA football first learned to 

crawl, then walk. Now, the league has 

an opportunity to begin running all the 
way to college football's SuperAlliance in just 
its third year. 

C-USA adds another member this year, 
perhaps its most popular jewel in Army, for 
eight football-playing teams in 1998. Next 
year, UAB will be added, bringing the total to 
nine teams. 

Although expansion is good for the 
league, the biggest news for C-USA is the 
chance to get in the door of the SuperAlliance 
if its conference champion can finish in the top 
six in the final regular-season polls, 

Sure, it’s a long shot, but don’t discount 
the possibility completely, Conference USA 
commissioner Mike Slive says. The league 
known for its basketball has a budding football 
power among its members. 

Southern Mississippi, the team that had 
been known in the past as doing more with 
less, did the most it had ever cone last year. 
The Eagles finished No. 19 in the final Associ- 
ated Press Top 25 poll and trounced Pitts- 
burgh 41-7 in the Liberty Bowl. They went 
undefeated in league play and won by an 
average of three touchdowns. 

And Southern Miss expects even bigger 
things in 1998. 

The Eagles have a chance to make major 
noise with a visit to Penn State in their opener 
and a home game against Texas A&M in the third 
game of the year. Wins over those Top 25 schools 
would put Southern Miss in the running for a bid 
in one of the SuperAlliance games. 

OK, a victory AT Penn State is not considered 
especially likely, but since the Nittany Lions have 
a dramatically new cast of players at quarterback, 
running back and wide receiver, the game should 
not be considered a forgone conclusion. 

But even if Southern Miss doesn’t pull it 
off, Slive and the league can't help but be 
impressed with the success of his football con- 
ference. Not only did Southern Miss carry the 
league's banner in the Liberty Bowl, but C-USA 
received its first at-large bow! bid with Cincin- 
nati going to the Humanitarian Bowl and beat- 
ing Big West champion Utah State. 

Things like that are going to happen more 
often, Slive says. The league is beginning to 
make itself known around the country. 

“There were some who didn't think we 
were serious about football, but with the addi- 
tion of East Carolina and Army, many began to 
realize we meant what we said,” Slive said. 
“Getting East Carolina helped us become a 
member of the Alliance. It was a critical break- 
through toward national prominence.” 

East Carolina, the most accomplished C- 
USA team in the 1990s with three bowl games 
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Marquee Matchups Give 


Favorite Lofty Goals 


Talented enough to go undefeated again in league play. 


Coach Tommy Bowden will prove last year wasn’t a fluke. 


Defense must carry Pirates early in the season. 


Bearcats need more Tinker Kecks for fourth-straight winning season. 


Tigers’ 16 returning starters might give Rip Scherer first winner. 


Defense must make tremendous improvement. 


Coach John Smith faces uphill battle in his first season. 


Long on toughness, short on talent for this league. 


Eagles have no intention of being mere 


odder for Lions. 


Right out of the chute, winner of this one becomes a contender. 


Pirates hope to open '98 the way they « 


osed '97 (won 4 of 5). 


Cardinals host Wildcats in Chris Redman vs. Tim Couch shootout. 


First of two Bearcat games against Miami ( 


he other is from Ohio). 


High-profile opponent for the class of the league. 


First C-USA game for Black Knights of the Hudson. 


Too early for a showdown, so we'll just ca 


| ita key C-USA game. 


Two of the league's strongest programs square off. 


Third of three opponents who can give USM some national pop. 


Commander-in-Chief Trophy comes to C-USA. 


and two Top 25 finishes, has a unique package 
with ESPN in which the Pirates are guaranteed 
seven games on the national sports network 
between 1997 and 2000. Also, the league has 
a five-year football television contract with Fox 
Sports Net, which includes a conference game 
of the week, along with appearances on ESPN, 
ESPN2, ABC and CBS. 

C-USA schools made 27 national televi- 
sion appearances in 1997, with each of the 
seven league teams making at least two 
appearances each. 

Although East Carolina was the major find, 
Army is essential in reaching a wide market 
across the country. ¢ 

“It will allow us to take the Army team to 
the heartland of America’s Army,” said Lt. Gen. 
Daniel Christman, superintendent of West 
Point. “We will play all of our games away 
from Michie Stadium within a half-day’s drive 
of many of the major installations of this great 
Army. Soldiers will have the chance to cheer, 
chant and maybe even chest-pump for the 
great old Army team. We fully expect the qual- 
ity and winning spirit of West Point and Amer- 
ica's Army will be brought into more and more 
American homes.” 

That's exactly what Slive was looking for 
— expanding the league with a quality and 


marketable program. 

“Army gives us an entry into the New York 
market we haven't had,” Southern Miss athletic 
director Bill McLellan said. “In terms of exposure 
and nationwide perception, this is great for our 
league. Down the road, we'll have to see how 
much it helps from a financial standpoint.” 

Another bowl tie-in would also help finan- 
cially. Slive hopes to accomplish that objective 
by the end of the 1998 season, offering the 
league additional clout. 

But performances on the field are where the 
league can really make an impact. And there was 
plenty of that in 1997. Other than Southern Miss’ 
successful season, Tulane had the second-biggest 
turnaround in the country under coach Tommy 
Bowden. The Green Wave went from 2-9 to 7-4. 

Then, there are the players. Southern Miss’ 
Patrick Surtain, Cincinnati's Jason Fabini, Hous- 
ton’s Ben Fricke and Tulane’s Brad Palazzo 
were named All-Americans. Nine others were 
honorable mention All-Americans and three 
players made Freshman All-American. 

East Carolina coach Steve Logan says the 
league also will help individuals like Surtain 
and Co, receive the recognition they deserve, 
instead of being overlooked because they play 
for an independent. Logan said Jeff Blake and 
Brett Favre were two of the best college quar- 


1998 


Louisville Junior 3,000-yd passer will develop 
further in new coach's offense. 

S. Miss. Junior Big-play receiver caught three 

a touchdowns in Liberty Bowl. 

Cincinnati Senior The best lineman in Conference 
USA on either side of the ball. 

Cincinnati Senior Great speed makes him great 
returner (four TDs) and safety. 

Louisville Junior Chris Redman’s go-to man caught 
55 passes last year with eight TDs. 

S. Miss. Junior Led the conference with 16 tackles 

- for loss (nine sacks) in 1997. 

Houston Junior Focus of offense will bounce back 
from injury-slowed year. 

Memphis Senior High-revving motor led him to 16 

= TFLs and 1 Isacks in 1997. 
Cincinnati Senior Good speed and good leader 
: covers the field in a solid defense. 

Memphis Junior Future pro corner leads best 

secondary in C-USA. 


Chris Redman, Ketric Sanford, Adalius Thomas, 
Louisville Houston Southern Miss 


terbacks in the country when they were playing for East Carolina and 
Southern Miss in the late 1980s. Not many believed him. Everybody 
does now. 

“Neither one of those guys were on anybody’s All-America lists 
because they played for East Carolina and Southern Miss,” Logan said. 
“That's the way it is. The beat goes on where we don't get much recog- 
nition. Hopefully, that will change now.” 

Talents like Southern Miss defensive end Adalius Thomas and 
Cincinnati safety/punt returner Tinker Keck are potential All-Americans 
in 1998. They were the league's defensive and special teams players of 
the year last season. 

Southern Miss’ Sherrod Gideon is one of the top receivers in the 
country. And watch for Tulane’s Palazzo to make a run at the Lou Groza 
Award as the best kicker in the country after leading the nation in field 
goals and kicking points last season. 

The league’s teams will play a six-game schedule even though 
there are eight teams in the conference. That is the plan for 1999 as 
well, although UAB will join the league next year. Plans are in the works 
to move to a seven- or eight-game league schedule. 

South Florida could be the next program to move into C-USA foot- 
ball. The Bulls played their first year of Division I-AA play last season 
and are expected to make quick progress to the Division I-A level early 
within a few years. Adding South Florida would put C-USA at 10 teams, 
a number that Slive has hinted would be the best for the league. 

It is 10 more than there were three years ago when there was a 
desperate need for another football conference for the dying breed of 
independents. C-USA was the answer to the Southern Misses of the 
world. The past two years’ success is only the tip of the iceberg of what 
this league might become down the road and into the next century. 

And by the time it is a teenager, who knows what C-USA could 
become. Slive sees no reason why C-USA can’t rub elbows with the big 
boys like the Southeastern Conference, Atlantic Coast Conference, Big 
Ten, Big 12, or the Pac-10. 

— Robert Wilson 
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1997 SEC Leaders 


NDIVIDUA 


PASSING EFFICIENCY 


Mike Bobo, Georgia 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 
Tim Couch, Kentucky 
Stewart Patridge, Mississippi 
Noah Brindise, Florida 

Johnson, Florida 
Herb Tyler, LSU 
Anthony Wright, South Carolina 
Dameyune Craig, Auburn 
Freddie Kitchens, Alabama 


RUSHING 


Kevin Faulk, LSU 

Fred Taylor, Florida 

Jamal Lewis, Tennessee 

Jomes Johnson, Mississippi State 
John Avery, Mississippi 

Robert Edwards, Georgia 

Curtis Alexander, Alabama 
Anthony White, Kentucky 
Rondell Mealey, LSU 


Troy Hambrick, South Carolina 

TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS 
Tim Couch, Kentucky 613 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 526 
Dameyune Craig, Auburn 499 
Mike hobo, Georgia 346 
Stewart Patridge, Mississippi 408 
Doug Johnson, Florida 307 
Anthony Wright, South Carolina 330 
Clint Stoerner, Arkansas 438 
Herb Tyler, LSU 305 
Damian Allen, Vanderbilt 387 


Rating 
POINTS 
155.8 
147.7 
14).4 
2667 12 135.7 
695 6 135.2 
2023 21 135.0 
1581 10 133.4 
1685 18 130.9 
3277 18 130.2 
1545 W 117.8 
AVG, YDSPG 
56 127.1 
60 117.5 
59 113.7 
49 97.2 
5.2 95.8 
5.5 9.8 
47 66.3 
56 65.7 
59 60.4 
5.2 51.6 
PUNTING 
Chad Kessler, LSU 
Jeff Walker, Mississippi State 
Doniel Pope, Alabama 


Jaret Holmes, Auburn 

Matt Wait, Arkansas 

Robby Stevenson, Florida 
Courtney Leavitt, South Carolina 
Chris Hogue, Tennessee 

Joe Webb, Vanderbilt 


INTERCEPTIONS G NO, YDS. 1D IPG 
Cedric Donaldson, LSU 1 7 192 2 0.6 
Fred Weary, Florida VW 6 113 0 0.6 
Arturo Freeman, South Carolina 11 6 95 ] 0.6 
Izell McGill, Mississippi State VW 6 94 0 0.6 
Teako Brown, Florida n 6 8] 0 0.6 
Kirby Smart, Georgia i} 6 0 0 0.6 
Tremayne Martin, Kentucky W 5 0 0 0.5 
Terry Fair, Tennessee 12 5 | 0 0.4 
Kendall Roberson, Mississippi State W 4 9 0 0.4 
Corey Chavous, Vanderbilt 1 4 2 0 0.4 
SCORING ’) XP FG PTS, PTPG 
Kevin Faulk, LSU 15 0 0 9 10.0 
Jeff Hall, Tennessee 0 47 16 95 79 
Robert Edwards, Georgia 13 0 0 78 78 
Fred Taylor, Florida 13 0 0 78 7.1 
James Johnson, Mississippi State 12 0 0 72 66 
Craig Yeast, Kentucky 12 0 0 72 66 
Jacquez Green, Florida 12 0 (0) 72 66 
Joret Holmes, Auburn 0 36 14 78 65 
Marcus Nash, Tennessee 13 0 0 78 65 
Brian Hazelwood, Mississippi State 0 22 16 70 64 
NO. AVG. RECEIVING G cr. YDS. YDSPG 

39 50.3 Marcus Nash, Tennessee 12 76 1170 97.5 

45 45.5 Jocquez Green, Florida VW él 1024 93.1 

57 43.1 Craig Yeast, Kentucky i 73 873 79.4 

62 42.9 Anthony Eubanks, Arkansas 1} 5] 870 79.1 

70 41.9 Tyrone son, Auburn 12 48 906 7a0 

45 41.4 Hines Ward, Georgia 10 55 715 71.5 

7\ 41,0 Karsten Bailey, Auburn 12 53 840 70.0 

42 39.4 Jeremaine Copeland, Tenn 12 58 732 61.0 

76 39.0 Peerless Price, Tennessee 12 48 698 58.2 

Kevin Coleman, Kentucky i} 52 621 56.5 


TEAM 


TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS, YDSPG TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG KICKOFF RETURNS NO, YDS. AVG. 
Tennessee 890 5794 482.8 Vanderbilt 704 3026 275.1 Mississippi State 3% 824 22.9 
Kentucky 876 5214 474.0 Florida 754 3195 290.5 South Carolina 35 800 22.9 
Georgia 758 4759 432.6 Tennessee 800 4017 334.8 Alabama 39 855 21.9 
Flori 759 4634 421.3 Mississippi State 763 3713 337.5 Georgia 26 563 21.7 
LSU 746 4517 410.6 Mississippi 736 3765 342.3 Mississippi 26 556 21.4 
Mississippi 759 4166 378.7 Auburn 830 4125 343.8 Vanderbilt 33 705 21.4 
Auburn 771 4168 347.3 South Carolina 685 3785 344.1 Florida 20 411 20.5 
South Carolina 787 3602 327.5 Georgia 739 3806 346.0 Tennessee 32 656 20.5 
Alabama 724 3572 324.7 LSU 788 3821 347.4 Auburn 32 640 20.0 
Mississippi State 69) 3460 314.6 Arkansas 767 3868 351.6 LSU 26 519 20.0 
Vanderbit 723 3030 275.5 Alabama 755 4008 364.4 Kentucky 33 575 17.4 
Arkansas 714 3003 273.0 Kentucky 732 4315 392.3 Arkansas 4) 688 16.8 
SCORING OFFENSE G PTS, AVG, SCORING DEFENSE G PTS, AVG. PUNT RETURNS NO. YDS. AVG. 
Florida a} 409 37.2 LSU i 179 16.3 Tennessee 29 388 13.4 
Tennessee 12 411 343 Georgia iP 189 17.2 Florida 38 458 12.1 
Kentucky V 348 31.6 Florida i 199 18.1 Kentucky 1 130 11.8 
Georgia iM 347 31.5 Vanderbilt N 204 18.5 Auburn 21 200 95 
LSU ii} 346 31.5 Mississippi af} 209 19.0 ia 26 232 8.9 
Auburn 12 319 26.6 Aubum 12 233 19.4 Vanderbilt 37 328 89 
South Carolina 1) 258 23.5 Mississippi State 1 215 19.5 LSU 27 235 8.7 
Alabama iM 246 22.4 Tennessee 12 244 20.3 Mississippi State 28 242 8.6 
Mississippi in] 233 21.2 Alaboma YW 248 22.5 Mississippi 27 195 72 
Mississippi State i 226 20.5 South Carolina in 279 25.4 Alabama 25 179 aie 
cansas iD 181 16.5 Arkansas W 284 25.8 Arkansas 30 189 63 
Vanderbilt i} 138 12.5 Kentucky " 362 32.9 South Carolina 29 174 6.0 
RUSHING OFFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG RUSHING DEFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG NET PUNTING NO. AVG. _RET. _YDSPR AVG. 
LSU 52] 2823 256.6 Florida 362 778 70.7 LSU 54 46.0 17 150 43,3 
Georgia 434 1869 169.9 Tennessee 382 19 93.3 Mississippi State 58 43.0 20 102 413 
Mississippi State 44) 1748 158.9 Vanderbilt 415 1169 106.3 Arkansas 71 41.3 30 243 37.9 
Tennessee 398 1813 151.1 Mississippi Stote 373 1216 110.5 Georgia 39 38.8 9 53 37.4 
Alabama 425 1660 150.9 Aubum 417 1370 114.2 Alaboma 63 47 32 275 37.3 
Florida 365 1595 145.0 Georgia 352 1263 114.8 Vanderbilt 77 38.4 26 102 37.0 
Mississippi 396 1472 133.8 LSU 384 1274 115.8 Kentucky 39 40,2 12 127 37.0 
Vanderbilt 427 1430 130.0 Arkansas 419 1449 131.7 Florida 48 40.6 23 218 36.0 
South Carolina 440 1362 123.8 South Carolina 362 1450 131.8 Mississippi 58 38.4 18 143 36.0 
Kentucky 314 1195 108.6 Alabama 386 1506 136.9 Aubum 66 49 40 432 35.4 
Auburn 365 886 73.8 Mississippi 421 1818 165.3 South Carolina 73 39.8 33 393 34.4 
Arkansas 344 622 56.5 Kentucky 42) 1879 170.8 Tennessee 50 38.9 28 235 34.2 
PASSING OFFENSE ATT. _ COMP. YDS, YDSPG PASSING DEFENSE ATT. COMP. YDS, 1D INT, POINTS TURNOVER +FUM. INT. TOTAL -FUM. INT. TOTAL GAME 
Kentucky 562 374 4019 365.4 Florida 392. «192 «2417, so 11s«d18-Ss«1008 LSU 12 14 2% total CT 
Tennessee 492 296 3981 331.8 SU 404 203 2547 11 14 1053 Georgia 4 16 20 48! 12 107 
Florida 394 211 3039 276.3 Mississippi 315 161 «1947, 11:10:18.2 Alabama 12 8 2 10 4 14 06 
Auburn 406 217 3282 273.5 Tennessee 418 229 2898 +11 #13 «+1155 South Carolina W114 25 We est 19) 108 
Georgia 324 209 2890 262.7 Georgia 387, 230) 2543. S'12:—s«*d16s«*1:16.6 Auburn 16 13 2y 12" 13. 25" 103) 
Mississippi 363 233 2694 244.9 Vai ilt 289 #155 1857 14 &@ 118.1 Florida 10 18 28 8 18 2 02 
Arkansas 370 177 238) 216.5 Aubum 413. 225 2755 18 #13 1186 Mississippi 7 10 ee Ul 8 19 -0:2 
South Carolina 347 182 2240 203.6 Ala 369 198 2502 15 8&8 1197 Mississippi State 9 14 23 8 17 25 -0:2 
Alobama 299 152 1912 173.8 Mississippi State 390 224 2497 20 14 121.0 Kentucky i a 20 6 1% «25 -05 
Mississippi Stale 250 120 1712 155.6 South Carolina 323 169 «©2335 «(«17-—s«d14s«*121.7 Tennessee W 13 24 iW 12 31-046 
(su 225 137 1694 154.0 ansas 348 190 §=62419 = 21 Raa: ansas hye 2 ZA> NF” 15,” faz? 07 
Vanderbilt 296 132 1600 145.5 Kentucky 311 178 2436 22 9 140.6 Vanderbilt 4 8 12 7 10 2 -14 
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Shell ROTELLA’ T 15w-40 has always been ready to rumble with the scum that sends engines to early over- 


hauls. Now it’s packing even more muscle. The next generation of ROTELLA T works harder to protect 


valve trains, bearings and critical parts from soot. It helps lower operating costs, prolong engine life and 


prevent loss of fuel economy. It also exceeds the brutal requirements of 1998 engines. Call it @D 
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